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www.hrcatholic.org           120 South Eastmoor Drive  
             Post Office Box 67  

             New Bremen, OH 45869   

             419.629.2543  
 

Mission:  As a Christ centered family of faith, Holy Redeemer   

is a Catholic community that shares our God-given gifts.    

We welcome all while praying, teaching, and serving   

the people God sends to us. 
 

Eucharist:     Parish Staff/Office:  419-629-2543 

Sunday           8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. Pastor:  Rev. Thomas Dorn   

Monday           7:00 p.m.                419-629-3031 [home] 

Tuesday           8:30 a.m.           hrpastor@nktelco.net 

  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 9-9 Deacon:  Greg Bornhorst, 419-629-2780 [home] 

Wednesday  12:05 p.m.               holyredeemer@nktelco.net         

Thursday           7:00 p.m.   Accountant: Mary Eyink, 419-629-2226 [home]   

Friday:           8:30 a.m.              eyinker@nktelco.net 

Saturday:          5:00 p.m.   Coordinator of Elementary Religious Education: 

       Kathy Pape, hrcre@nktelco.net  

Sacrament of Reconciliation:   Coordinator of JH & HS Youth/Young Adult Ministry: 

Monday & Thursday    6:15-6:45 p.m.    Nick Clune, hryouth@nktelco.net 

Tuesday & Friday    8:00-8:20 a.m.  Coordinator of Junior & Senior High Religious Education: 

Wednesday  11:30-11:50 a.m.    Jenny Sailer, jsailer@nktelco.net 

Saturday     4:00-4:30 p.m.  Director of Liturgy and Music:   

       Nick Wilker, hrmusic@nktelco.net 

Normal Office Hours:    Pastoral Associate/Adult Faith/Media & Tech: 

Monday - Thursday 9:00-4:00 p.m.    Brad Feltz, hrtech@nktelco.net 

Friday 9:00-11:30 a.m.  

Baptism:  

Baptisms are scheduled through the parish office.  
Parents are expected to participate in the 

baptism preparation program (held 2-4 times per year).  
 

Marriage: 

Engaged couples are expected to begin marriage  

preparation at least six months in advance.  Weddings 

are not scheduled until after an initial meeting with the 

pastor.   
     

New Parishioners: 

We would love to officially welcome you into our family. 

Registration forms are available at the welcome desk, 

In the media rack, on our website, or in the parish office. 
            

Parish Hall Information:  Contact parish office 

Prayer Line: 419-629-2406, 419-629-2639, 419-629-2084  

Pastoral Council: Chair: Leah Wente, 419-629-2640 

                          Co-Chair: Jay McCollum 419-953-2849 

 

Professional Counseling:  Contact parish office 

St. Marys Deanery Web Site:  www.stmarysdeanery.com 
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FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH  
 We can depend on the promises of God.  
Every rainbow is a renewal of God’s promise never to 
wipe out mankind with a flood.  This and other 
covenants with God are kept solemn through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is this promise of 
salvation and eternal life that brings us JOY in good 
times or bad.   Today is the First Sunday of Lent yet 
we look with JOY toward Easter and are willing to 
sacrifice everything for Christ.  To demonstrate our 
faith to God, we do extra things during Lent like giving 
up bad habits, fasting, additional prayer, and service.  
We should always be filled with JOY for we have God’s 
promise. 

  Greg 
 

CHURCH RENOVATIONS: Replacement of the floor in 
the main sanctuary is scheduled for this coming week 
- all daily Masses the 
week of February 19, 
will be held in the 
parish hall. In addition, 
Adoration will be 
cancelled on February 
20. Confessions will 
remain in the regular 
confessional.   
 

EASTER FLOWERS help make the church a sign 
of Christ’s resurrection.  
Parishioners are invited to 
contribute $10.00 toward the 
cost of a potted plant in honor of 
their family or a deceased loved 
one.  The offering can be 
dropped off at the parish office 

or in a marked envelope in the Sunday collection 
by Sunday, February 25. Plants will be placed in 
the church entrance after the Easter season and 
can then be taken home 

 
 

OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT 

February 11  

Total Envelopes Anonymous 
$5,596.00 $4,795.00 $794.00 
Students  Attendance 

$7.00  830 

Electronic February 5 $8,067.00 

January * 
Budget Actual* Over/(Under)  

$33,615.40 $36,646.27 $3,030.87 

YTD ** 
Budget Actual Over/(Under)  

$260,519.35 $270,629.69 $10,110.34 
* Monthly includes weekly collections & monthly electronic giving. 

** YTD includes all weekly and special collections (July-Jan) 

 
BIBLE TIMELINE STUDY: Session 14 (Divided Kingdom – 
Part 2) will be February 22nd (7:45 p.m.) or February 24th 
(9:30 a.m.). Read the suggested verses from the Books of 
1 and 2 Kings. And to go deeper, answer the questions in 
the book and read what is recommended.  Please note, all 
books mentioned in the workbook or by Fr. Dorn are 
available for purchase at the Cornerstone. If you have not 
already done so, sign-up for Remind (@hrBible) and 
subscribe to our YouTube page: “Holy Redeemer Catholic 
Church”.  Links to all of Fr Dorn’s notes and lesson videos 
can be found on our website (www.hrcatholic.org) on the 
social media page.  As Always, pray before you read. 
 

LIVE THE LITURGY – INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Repent and believe in the gospel! This is the message that 
is found on Jesus’ lips after forty days in the desert. As the 
forty days of Lent come before us, we are asked to create 
a desert experience in our lives so that we can learn anew 
the ways of God. Our daily cares and concerns can distract 
us from truth and cause us to become absorbed with the 
world and secular priorities. Lent is an opportunity to free 
ourselves from illusion and focus us on what really 
matters. In doing so, we open up new possibilities for our 
relationship with God, others, our world, and ourselves.  
(Cycles of Faith) 

 

Sunday, March 18th – 9 a.m. to noon 
        

             Holy Redeemer Parish hall 

 

Eggs, Sausage, cinnamon rolls,  

Potatoes, fruit, juice and coffee 

 

Free will donation to help support  

Mission team projects  

 

Come and enjoy good food and fellowship   

http://www.hrcatholic.org/


Religious Education: 

This past week most of the CCD classes decorated placemats for the Youth Group Ash Wednesday Soup Supper.  It is always 
a wonderful time looking at all the placemats made by our students.  There are so many talented and thoughtful children 
here at Holy Redeemer and it is reflected in what they draw and write on these placemats.  It always brings a smile to my 
face when I look them over.   I want to share some of the most thought provocative and faith filled placemats I saw.  I don’t 
know if these all came from the same class, and whether they were helped by their teachers, but they sure got my attention. 
Below are a few. 
Sometimes the right path isn’t the easiest one!  
God is like OXYGEN, you can’t see him, but you can’t live without him! 
Pray hardest when it is hard to pray! 
HOPE stands for Hold on Pain Ends 
As long as you know God is for you, it doesn’t matter who is against you. 
Don’t talk to strangers talk to God.  He will listen!  
 
Also, a reminder for all parents of 2nd graders the parents First Communion meeting is Tuesday, 
February 20, at 7:00 p.m. in Parish Hall. 
The last Sunday for Preschool and Kindergarten CCD will be February 25, because of the Women’s CRHP retreat. 

 -- Kathy Pape 

Tuesday during lent all students in grades 1-12 are invited to meet after school for Adoration until 4:00.  We will eat a 
snack and walk over to church around 3:30.   

 

Friday mornings at 7:30 during Lent we will have prayer and pancakes for students before 
school.  We will start our day with a Gospel reading, have a small reflection, and then eat 
breakfast.  Always an awesome way to start the day!  
 

Last week during our family CCD night, I shared a YouTube clip from 2009 of Tom Brady.  
In the clip, from a 60 minute video interview, Tom says,” Why do I have 3 Super Bowl rings 
and think there is still something out there greater for me?  A lot of people would say this is 
it, you reached your goal, your dream.  Me?  I think…God, there has got to be more than 
this.”   The video is a clear way to see that we are all made for a longing that cannot be filled 
with ANYTHING of this world.  God calls us to himself and if we do not seek him, nothing 

in this world will ever fill that void.  May we all work hard this Lent to seek God.  To let him know through our fasting 
and prayer that our eyes are upon him as he always has his loving eyes upon us.   

-- Jenny Sailer 

VALIANT 2018 JH Retreat has been rescheduled for Sunday, February 25, 5-8 p.m., at St. Michael’s parish hall in Ft. 
Loramie. With great speakers, pizza, games, and fun with your friends, this is a night you don’t want to miss!!  Will 
you answer the call to live your life Valiantly?  Cost is $5/student and includes dinner.  Sponsored by the Northern 
Network Youth Ministers. For questions, email Kevin at kevins@nflregion.org or Jodi at 
jblindauer@sacredheartohio.org. If you have not already signed up, now there is time.  Submit forms and payment to 
me.  If you paid and can’t go, let me know.                          

-- Nick Clune 

 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question: At times, temptation seems so powerful that is almost impossible to resist. How can I be stronger in my resolve 

to avoid sin and temptation? 
Answer: Temptation is powerful because it appeals to our human weakness and our desire for power, wealth, control, or 

personal satisfaction. Evil disguises itself as something good, and we are enticed to make a choice. Our will is weakened 

each time we give in to something for selfish reasons, especially things we do not wish to choose. It is not something we 

can totally avoid, because temptation is not something we create or sometimes recognize, but rather it comes from evil. But 

it would be a mistake to think of temptation only in terms of things that are really sinful. Temptation gains its strength by 

wearing down our will to choose good. If we fail in the small choices, we are all the more likely to fail in the bigger ones. 
    Herein lies the wisdom of the Church in encouraging us to make small sacrifices and to do Lenten penance. In these 

practices of self-denial, we strengthen our will to choose, our ability to recognize good, and our desire to avoid evil. The 

balance of power shifts from evil to good, from temptation to resistance. We then overcome evil in the small struggles of 

daily life and are more attuned to the prompting our conscience to choose good. 

mailto:kevins@nflregion.org
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MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS: 

This Week February 18 – First Sunday of Lent 

First Reading – Genesis 9:8-15: 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him: “See, I am now establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you.” (Gen 9:8-15) 
The story of Noah and the Ark informs us of the covenant God established with Noah never again to allow such a world-
wide devastating flood. What does this divine promise tell us about God?  
Second Reading – 1Peter 3:18-22: 

Christ suffered for sins once, the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God. Put to death in 
the flesh, he was brought to life in the Spirit. (1 Pt 3:18) 
Peter tells us that Jesus’ suffering is intended to lead us to God. In what way is this true in your life?  
Gospel – Mark 1:12-15: 

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of fulfillment. The 
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:14-15) 
We hear today Jesus’ temptation in the desert and his first spoken words at the start of his public ministry.  How do you 
see these two events connected? 
 
 

Next Week – February 24 – Second Sunday of Lent 

First Reading – Genesis 22:1-2a, 9a, 10-13, 15-18: 
“I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you acted as you did in not withholding from me your beloved son, I 
will bless you abundantly.” (Gen 9:16-17A) 
Abraham’s willingness to unconditionally obey God’s command brought him the divine blessings of land and descendants.  
What blessings would you like to receive from God?    
Second Reading – Romans 8:31b-34: 
If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, how will he not 
also give us everything else along with him? (Romans 8:31b-32) 
In this short reading, Paul asks the Christians in Rome four rhetorical questions. Of what do you think Paul is trying to 
convince the Roman Christians?    
Gospel – Mark 9:2-10: 
Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.” 
Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus alone with them. (Mk 9:7-8) 
Why do you think Jesus commanded Peter, James, and John not to tell anyone they witnessed the transfiguration until 
after his resurrection?   

 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
January 8, 2018 - 7:45PM 

 

Those in attendance were:  Father Dorn, Robin Brandt, John Palmer, Leah Wente, Jay McCollum, Brenda Kuck, Rodney 
Bertke, Michelle Dicke, Becky Homan, Deacon Greg Bornhorst 
Absent: Janet Eshelman, Katie Spragg, Jonathon Dietz 
 

The meeting was opened with prayer led by Father Dorn. 
The minutes from the previous Pastoral Council meeting were reviewed and approved. 
Special Guests: None 
Commission/Committee Updates:  

• Education Commission – updates were provided by Michelle Dicke 
o There has not been an education commission meeting since last reported. The next meeting is 

scheduled for Feb. 6, 2018.  

• Adult Faith Formation Committee – updates were provided by Michelle Dicke 
o Minutes from the November 2017 meeting were provided to council and reviewed. 

▪ The Adult Faith Formation retreat is scheduled for Sunday, January 14, 2018, following the 10:00 
a.m. Mass. The retreat will be held at the Spiritual Center in Maria Stein 

▪ Welcome Weekend (CHRP) is scheduled for the first weekend of March. 



▪ Discussion regarding a speaker for Right to Life, a couple’s night, and the Men’s Mission Series 
took place. 

▪ Discussion surrounding ways to engage those Catholics who are no longer involved in the parish 
or attending mass took place.  

▪ Next meetings are January 14, and January 30, 2018. 

• Finance Committee – updates were provided by Robin Brandt 
o The budget sheets have been sent to all pertinent staff members. 
o Plan to have a draft of the proposed budget in place for review at the February parish council meeting. 

• Property Committee – no updates 

• Evangelization and Service Commission – updates provided by Becky Homan 
o Parish dinner is scheduled for January 28, 2018.  

▪ This will be a “pay it forward” event.  
▪ Parishioners will be asked to bring a non-perishable food item to the dinner and these food 

items will be delivered to a shelter at a later date.  
o The Cardinal Pride bake sale event sponsored by the parish went very well with over $100 donated to 

the Cardinal Pride Association.  
o Council members were given reports for both Loaves and Fishes and the Backpack Plus 2017 program 

for their review. 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Pastoral Council will begin using the “Remind” notifications to communicate and changes/updates.  

• Concerns from parishioners regarding the removal of the penance service prior to Christmas. 
o Father reminded council members confessions are heard regularly 6 days per week. 

• Parish updates continue with the goal to have wood flooring in the sanctuary. 
o Most of the updates have been possible through generous donations of parishioners.  
o The remainder of the parish updates will be reviewed during the 2nd phase, which will address the main 

body of the church. 
▪ Reminder that all proposed expenses should be submitted to the Finance Committee for review 

and approval. 
o Phase 1 of the renovations is almost complete. 

• Request to have additional bulletins in the handicap entrance and to have ushers verify bulletins are available in 
the handicap entrance for each mass.  

o Jay will address. 

• Request for additional missalettes and worship aids. 
o Father will address. 

 
Father Dorn’s Report: None 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 12, 2018, at 7:45 p.m. 
The meeting was closed with prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Valerie Mumaw 
 

WELCOME DESK ADDITIONS: We have added 

many new CDs to the welcome desk.  Feel free to borrow 

them and return them when you are done.  Or you can 

take/purchase for $5.  Donations may be placed in the box 

on the welcome desk. These are great to listen during your 

commute or for reflection.  New CDs include: 7 Secrets 

of Confession (Vinny Flynn), Walk the Walk: Following 

Christ as His Disciples (Dr Tim Gray), Get to Know the 

Mother of God (Chris Padgett), Shameless: Seeing 

yourself as God sees you (Jeff Cavins), Understanding 

Luther (Ken Hensley), Encounter Christ First (Curtis 

Martin), How to keep your 

kids Catholic (Ken Hensley), 

Understanding the Lord of the 

Rings (Joseph Pearce), Signs 

of Life (Scott Hahn), The 

Gospel (Chris Stefanick), Life 

changing stories of the 

Eucharist (Jesse Romero), 

Praying the Rosary like never 

before (Dr Edward Sri).    

  



 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

February 18, 2018 
1st Sunday of Lent 

Why do we always go to the desert? We 
see this example in Scripture time and time 
again. The Israelites wandered in the desert. 
King David and prophets were driven into 
the wilderness.  And now Jesus is in the 
same place. Lent after Lent, we too are 
invited into a barren, desolate place. Why 
do we always go to the desert? 

Throughout Scripture, the desert is a 
place of testing. It’s also a place of hiding 
and withdrawal. In the Old Testament, 
David fled into the wilderness to hide from 
Saul, Elijah from Jezebel, and Jonah from 
God! In other words, the desert is a place of 
“retreat.” In Christian circles, we use the 
word to describe a spiritual weekend away. 
But its meaning comes from warfare, as we 
well know. To retreat means to draw back, 
to separate oneself from the fighting. Of 
course, a military retreat brings its own kind 
of “battle” – the internal assessment of why 
the fighting went so poorly. 

As we enter into this Lenten season, we 
are invited to retreat into the desert with 

Jesus. Attending a day or weekend of reflection is a wonderful spiritual practice. This “desert spirituality,” 
however, can fill all forty days. We can fulfill our Lenten resolutions with a purpose – writing daily notes to family 
and friends can inspire new gratitude, every time we pass up that specific food item can be cause for intercession 
for deeper sufferings and privations of others. 

The Gospel tells us that “the Spirit drove him out into the desert.” In other words, God wants us to be here. 
What feels uncomfortable is actually part of our spiritual journey. To be stretched, to be challenged, to confront 
our own areas of weakness – these things are essential in our walk with God. This Lent, will you go to the desert? 
 

 

JOIN US FOR STATIONS AND BENEDICTION:  
Stations of the Cross followed by Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament will be offered by Fr. Dorn every 
Sunday at 1:00 p.m. during Lent.     “The pious 
exercise of the Way of the Cross represents the 
sorrowful journey that Jesus Christ made with the 
cross on His shoulders, to die on Calvary for the love 
of us. We should, therefore, practice this devotion 
with the greatest possible fervor, placing ourselves in 
spirit beside our Savior as He walked this sorrowful 
way, uniting our tears with His, and offering to Him 
both our compassion and our gratitude.”  
– St. Alphonsus Liguori



  



FEBRUARY 19 to 25
  

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Mon 7:00 pm Dorothy Bertke 

Tue 8:30 am Lynn Topp 

Wed 12:05 pm Julius & Louise Meyer family 

Thu 7:00 pm Mike Heitkamp 

Fri 8:30 am Bergman-Greve family 

Sat 5:00 pm Voskuhl-Ontrop family 

Sun 8:00 am Oscar & Josephine Heitkamp 
and Cliff Thatcher 

Sun 10:00 am Holy Redeemer Parish 

 

PARISH ACTIVITIES: 

MON Anointing of the Sick – following Mass 
 Ensemble Practice – 7:45 p.m. – Music Room 
 Main Sanctuary Floor Replacement this week 

    - All weekday Masses will be in Parish Hall 
TUE Adoration Cancelled - renovations in church 
 First Communion Parents Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 
WED AOC Communications Meeting – 10:00 a.m.  

    - parish hall 
 Communion to the hospital  

    - by Ministers of Eucharist  
 CCD classes:   

    - Grades   1 - 6: 3:15-4:15 p.m./5:15-6:15 p.m.                                                           

    - Grades   7 - 8: 6:30-7:30 p.m.                                                                                                      

    - Grades 9 - 12: 7:45-8:45 p.m.  

High school youth group, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

Junior high youth group, 7:45-8:45 p.m.                                                                              
 Adult Choir Practice – 7:00 p.m. – Music Room 
THU Bible Timeline Study – 7:45 p.m. - church 
FRI Rosary/Communion Service at Elmwood  

  - 9:30 a.m. by Eucharistic Ministers 
SAT Men’s prayer group – 7:30 a.m. – Conference Rm 

Bible Timeline Study – 9:30 a.m. – church 
SUN Rite of Sending at 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 Nursery during 10:00 a.m. Mass 

Last Day for Sunday CCD Classes (pre-k & k) 

Communion Service at Elmwood – 9:30 a.m. 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 
 Communion to the Sick, Shut-ins 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 
 Stations & Benediction – 1:00 p.m. - Church 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULES: 

CHILDRENS LITURGY OF THE WORD: 

  V. Mumaw 
 

COLLECTION COUNTERS: 

  L. Anderson – J. Ziegenbusch – B. Koverman 
 

MASS COORDINATORS: 

Sat. 5:00 pm A. Speelman 

Sun. 8:00 am S. McDaniel 

Sun. 10:00 am M. Dwenger 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 

Sat. 5:00 pm M. Brackman – L. Holdren – V. Mumaw 

A. Niekamp – E. Niekamp -S. Niekamp 

T. Paul – B. Suchland – N. Wente 

Sun. 8:00 am E. Ahrns – K. Ahrns – E. Francis 

B. Homan – B. Huelsman – S. Kremer 

J&S Thieman – L. Wilson 

Sun. 10:00 am K. Elking – L. Feltz – M&S Francis 

C. Kuck – T. Leichliter – N. Riethman 

A. Schrader – A. Speelman  

A. Speelman – M. Subler 
 

GREETERS: 

Sat. 5:00 pm Phil & Doris Monnin 

Sun. 8:00 am Ed & Marilyn Schwartz 

Sun. 10:00 am Cheryl & Ben Kuck 
 

LECTORS: 

Mon. 7:00 pm C. Dues 

Tue. 8:30 am N. Topp 

Wed. 12:05 pm D. Freeman 

Thu. 7:00 pm J. Homan 

Fri. 8:30 am K. Wint 

Sat. 5:00 pm E. Niekamp – B. Lammers 

Sun. 8:00 am S. McDaniel – S. Bertke 

Sun. 10:00 am E. Dicke – C. Dues 
 

SERVERS: 

Mon. 7:00 pm M. Bornhorst – R. Spragg 

Thu. 7:00 pm T. Dwenger – O. Heitkamp 

Sat. 5:00 pm E. Keller – A. McNaughton   

L. Nitschke 

Sun. 8:00 am E. Krieg – E. Roetgerman – O. Schwartz 

Sun. 10:00 am G. Pleiman – M. Schlarman – B. Wells 
 

USHERS: 

Sat. 5:00 pm D. Anderson – J. Clune – S. Dwenger 

T. Wente - C. Wessel 

Sun. 8:00 am A. Bernhold – M. Campbell -T. Eyink 

A. Kruse - M. Moeller – B. Schemmel  

Sun. 10:00 am C. Griesdorn – J. Heckman – C. Hoffman 

G. Nosek – L. Speelman 

 


