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120 South Eastmoor Drive 
         Post Office Box 67 
        New Bremen, OH 45869   
        419.629.2543 
                           

                              

  

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

Monday 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 12:05 p.m. 

Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. 
 

  

 

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m. 

Mon/Thu 6:15 – 6:45 p.m. 

Tue/Fri 8:00 – 8:20 a.m. 

Wed 11:30 – 11:50 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

   Phone: 419.629.2543    
          Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm

                              Friday 9 am – 11:30 am 
        Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn 

 419.629.3031 [home] 

 hrpastor@nktelco.net 

       Deacon: Greg Bornhorst 

 holyredeemer@nktelco.net 

       Accountant: Mary Eyink 

 419.629.2226 [home] 

 eyinker@nktelco.net 

       Coordinator of Elementary CCD: 

 Kathy Pape 

 hrcre@nktelco.net 

       Coordinator of JH/HS CCD: 

  Jenny Sailer 
New Parishioners:  We would love to officially welcome you into our family.  jsailer@nktelco.net 
 Registration forms are available in the media rack in      Coordinator of Liturgy and Music: 

 the church entrance or by contacting the parish office.        Nick Wilker 
   hrmusic@nktelco.net 
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.      Coordinator of Youth/Young Adults:      
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents.  Scheduled on the 2nd  Nick Clune 

 Monday in March, July, and November.  hryouth@nktelco.net 
Prayer Line: 419.778.3632, 419.629.2406, 419.629.2639      Pastoral Associate/Adult Faith/Tech: 
Pastoral Council:  Chair: Jay McCollum, 419.953.2849        Brad Feltz 

 Co-Chair: Jonathan Dietz, 937.489.9008  hrtech@nktelco.ne

Mass Schedule: 

Reconciliation: 

Adoration/Exposition: 

Pastoral Staff: 

 December 2, 2018 
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Altar Flowers for this weekend were donated  
in loving memory of 

 

Louise, Marie, and Mike Will 

 

From Cynthia Young 

New feature in the bulletin: Mass Intentions on the back page 
will denote when INCENSE (*) will be used during Masses. 

HELP NEEDED: Please consider 
stopping by to lend us a hand on 
Sunday, December 16, at 11:00 
a.m. to decorate the church for 
Christmas.  A lot of work goes into 
making the church beautiful and 
prayerful for the Christmas 
season.  

 

OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT 

November 25 

Total Budget* Over/(Under) 
$7,868.00 $6,514.69 $1,353.32 
Envelopes Anonymous Students 
$6,854.00 $1,010.00 $4.00 

Attendance: 856 

November ** 
Budget Actual Over/(Under)  

$34,230.77 $26,653.02 $(7,577.75) 

YTD *** 
Budget Actual Over/(Under)  

$188,269.21 $168,261.04 $(20,008.17) 
* Weekly budget excludes monthly electronic giving. 

** Monthly includes weekly collections & monthly electronic giving. 
 *** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-Nov) 

 

A ROSE was placed near the Holy 
Family by Holy Redeemer’s 
Bereavement Committee in memory 
of Ferd Wint.  Please remember him 
and his family in your prayers. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Don’t miss out on this incredible opportunity, reserve 

your seat today.  Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University 

9-week class, led by Jim Kronenberger and Amy Fullenkamp, is 

coming to Holy Redeemer, Sundays, February 10 thru April 7 – 

6:30-8:00 p.m.  Learn practical ways to take control of your 

money, create a budget, pay off debt, make wise spending 

choices, save for the future, and so much more.  Contact the 

parish to register with the group (Special pricing until December 

3, register 10, get 2 free – so the cost is reduced to $90 each 

person/couple, for each 12 we can get registered). Or you can 

register online at https://fpu.com/1077829  for $109.  This pays 

for the 9-week class, all class materials, and university 

membership for a year. Keep in mind, memberships make 

excellent Christmas gifts. Jim or Amy will be available for 

questions after all Masses December 1 & 2 and during Donut 

Sunday. 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
As we begin our Advent journey in preparation for the 

celebration of Christ's birth and in anticipation of his coming 

again in glory, we are reminded of our need to be vigilant and 

prepared. This short season of Advent can be a mini-retreat 

for us who find ourselves living in a world that is often 

counterproductive to developing mature, focused, and 

meaningful relationships with God. Being a Christian and 

standing firm in our faith requires a strength that can only 

come from prayer. These four short preparatory weeks can 

help us look back to what God has done in history, to what 

God continues to do in our lives today, and to what God 

promises for the future. May we use this Advent time wisely, 

calling us to greater holiness. 

 

Linda and Ellen would like to report a 
brief update on Stephen Ministry.  There 
are a total of nine Stephen Ministers in 
training.  We have conducted seven class 
sessions and learned a great deal about 
feelings, active listening, and distinctly 
Christian caregiving. This puts us one 
third of the way through our training and 
on track to complete training around the 
first week of March.  Please keep this 
ministry in your prayers.  Thank you. 
 

The next meeting for BOOK CLUB  
will be Tuesday, December 11, at  
6:45 p.m.  The book selection for this  
month is "Agnes' Gift" by Kristelle  
Angelli.  A brief description:   
Sometimes God seems nowhere  
to be found. Then, in an instant,  
the thin veil that separates Heaven  
and Earth is peeled back, and we  
see that He is closer than we ever 
imagined.  Since Confirmation,  
Jenna hasn’t thought much about her Catholic faith. With 
her world turned upside down from her parents’ divorce, 
her brother’s disappearance, and a move to a new 
neighborhood, God has never felt more distant. Upon 
moving, Jenna befriends Agnes, an elderly neighbor full 
of life and faith. She finds hope and healing through 
Agnes’ friendship — until one heartbreaking night, she 
loses Agnes, too. Now, on Christmas Eve, gazing upon a 
gift from Agnes under her tree, an angel appears to take 
Jenna on an extraordinary journey through the mysteries 
of the Rosary, and she must decide if there is more to the 
Faith of her childhood than she previously thought. Are 
these ancient mysteries, which meant so much to Agnes, 
relevant to Jenna’s life, too? “Agnes’ Gift” is a 
heartwarming story about the power of the rosary and 
friendship. 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
PROGRESS REPORT 
 

https://fpu.com/1077829


(continued from last week’s bulletin, ten amazing facts: Our Lady of Guadalupe) 
 

5. Mary assumes a different ethnicity depending on one's vantage point.  

It is remarkable that at one distance Our Lady appears to be a Native American, but at 

another distance she appears of European descent. This miraculous feature is meant to 

show the unity of the two peoples and the two cultures in light of the true faith of Christ. 

Mary implored the peoples of the New World to live as one.  
 

Dr. Philip Callahan explains that the image achieves this effect of appearing to be 

different colors at different distances by a trait that is only seen in nature: 

At a distance of six or seven feet the skin tone becomes what might best be termed 

Indian olive, grey green in tone, it appears somehow the grey and caked looking white 

pigment of the face and the hands combines with the rough surface of the un-sized hue, 

such a technique would be an impossible accomplishment in human hands, it often 

occurs in nature however, in the coloring of the bird feathers and butterfly scales and 

on the elytra of brightly colored beetles.  

This change in color at different distances occurring in nature happens on the tilma in 

a miraculous way. The pigment combines with the rough surface of the cloth to impart 

alternating colorations. No human artist can duplicate this effect. Such evidence 

strongly suggests the image was fashioned by a divine hand.  
 

6. The image is always 98.6°F; the temperature of the human body.  

The sixth miraculous feature concerning the image is its temperature. It is a 

demonstrable fact that no matter what the surrounding temperature, season, or weather, 

the image remains at an even 36.5°C or 98.6°F, the normal temperature of the human 

body. [Janet Barber, The Tilma and Its Miraculous Image.]  
 

Also, Dr. Carlos Fernandez del Castillo, a Mexican gynecologist, after carefully examining the tilma and the image of the pregnant 

Madonna concluded that the dimensions of her body were that of an expectant mother at the end of gestation.  
 

7. How the native Indian population interpreted the image of Our Lady.  

The indigenous Indian population recognized in the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe specific signs that Christianity was superior to 

other belief systems, including their own. As recorded by Fr. Harold Romm in, Am I Not Here, page 56: 

The Indians saw something in the image of Our Lady that the Spaniards did not comprehend. In that period, the Indians did their writing 

in hieroglyphics, so to them the image was a hieroglyphic letter. The fact that the natives read the image is most important in 

understanding the purpose of Our Lady’s apparitions. To the Indians the image depicted a beautiful lady standing in front of the sun, a 

sign to them that she was greater than the sun god Huitzilopochtli whom they worshiped; the crescent or the moon beneath her feet 

showed that their moon god Tezcatlipoca was less than nothing since she was standing on it; the stars they thought so much of were 

only a part or portion of her mantle. At her throat was a brooch with a small black cross in the center reminding them that this was the 

emblem of the Spanish Friars and there was one greater than she. 

The intelligence that constructed the image of Guadalupe conveyed exactly the message that the Indians needed to hear and to see to 

abandon their false notions of God and their idolatrous practices. It is infinitely insightful, well beyond anything humans could imagine. 

Reading the image caused millions of Indians to convert to the Catholic faith.  
 

8. A 2007 miracle emphasizes Our Lady as the Patroness of the Unborn.  

Among Our Lady of Guadalupe’s many designations, she is venerated as the patroness of the unborn. The image shows Mary as pregnant 

with Christ. She is an unmistakable witness to the sanctity of life and the protection of the unborn.  
 

On April 24, 2007, an unusual luminosity in the famed image of Mary at the Shrine of Guadalupe in 

Mexico City immediately after that city legalized abortion became visible. According to one account: 

"At the end of the Mass, which was offered for aborted children... While many of the faithful were 

taking photographs of the tilma of Tepeyac, exposed and venerated in the Basilica... the image of the 

Virgin began to erase itself, to give place to an intense light which emanated from her abdomen, 

constituting a brilliant halo having the form of an embryo. Below, centered and enlarged, one can 

appreciate the location of the light which shone from the stomach of the Virgin and is not a reflection, 

or [otherwise] an artifact." 
 

Engineer, Luis Girault, who studied the picture and confirmed the authenticity of the negative, was able to specify that it had not been 

modified or altered, i.e: by superimposition of another image. He determined that the image does not come from any reflection but 

originates from inside Mary. The produced light is very white, pure and intense, different from habitual photographic lights produced 

by flashes. The light, encircled with a halo, appears to float inside Mary's abdomen. The halo has the form and measurements of an 

embryo. If we again examine the picture by making it turn in a sagittal plane, we perceive inside the halo some areas of shade that are 

characteristic of a human embryo in the maternal womb.  

[https://vivaguadalupe.org/news/ten-amazing-facts] 
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Religious Education: 
This past week in CCD many classes did Advent lessons.  The following 
was the worksheet that both 3A and 4B did in class.  I challenge everyone 

to fill in the answers and see how well you do.  
The answers will be in next week's bulletin. 

The worksheet also had each child write some of the extra activities that 

they would do during Advent to prepare for the coming of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ.    What will you do to be ready for the coming of the Savior of the 
World? 

-- Kathy Pape 
 

It is a tradition in our family that the day after 
Thanksgiving all the girls go Black Friday shopping, and the rest venture out to find us the 
perfect Christmas tree.  This year the men out did themselves.  It is round, merry, and just 
short enough that the tip of the star hits the ceiling.  Along with this tradition, we get out 
the nativity and set it up.  My youngest daughter Josie takes great care in placing the 
figures.  Over the years I have found that when children set up the nativity, unlike adults, 
they set it up how they imagine it would look on Christmas night.  In our nativity you cannot 
see the faces of the shepherd, the wise men, Mary, Joseph, or even baby Jesus himself.  
Everyone is so closely huddled in a circle around Jesus you can only see their backs.  
Children seem to grasp that this is not merely a display, but a witness to what that night 
may have looked like. Since writing this article, the abominable snowman and Sam, the 
snowman from Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, have also come to worship.  All trying to 
get their peek into the growing circle around Jesus.  May Advent prepare us this year, with 
the great anticipation of waiting in that circle for our turn at a peek.   

-- Jenny Sailer 
 

HOPE EMERGENCY TRIP:  The HS youth group will be taking a trip to Hope 
Emergency again this year to help those in need during the holiday season.  We plan to leave the morning of December 
15 and get back later in the afternoon.  Please contact Nick Clune by December 8 if you would like to go.  Parents 
and youth are both welcome to join us.  

  

JH WINTER RETREAT: On January 20 and 21, the JH Youth Group will be having a 
retreat! The overnight retreat will start at 7:00 p.m. on the 20th and continue on the 21st 
with NET ministries leading the second day on the theme “In His Image”. Youth who 

are involved in sports are still encouraged to attend. Permission to leave or return to the 
retreat can be given. Chaperones are also needed.  Please contact Nick by January 1.  
  

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED: Host families will be needed on the evenings of January 

21, 22, and the morning of the 23rd to host NET (National Evangelization Teams) 
members! Hosting responsibilities included providing a place to sleep and meals on the 
22nd and breakfast/lunch on the 23rd.   
  

Please contact Nick Clune at hryouth@nktelco.net or 419-763-9571 for any of the above.  

 
-- Nick Clune  

- This Sunday is the first week of ________________________. 
- Advent is the beginning of the Church’s __________________.   
- The word Advent means to ___________________. 
- During Advent we are called to __________________ and  
   _________________ for the coming of Jesus Christ. 
- We should also spend more time in ______________________  
   and do acts of ___________________________. 
- There are _________________weeks in Advent. 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 

Tribulation. Wildfires. Tsunamis. Moral corruption. Disease. War. We tend to associate these things with the end times, and 

perhaps for good reason! In today's Gospel, Jesus says: "People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the 

world." Not exactly putting us in the Christmas spirit, is it? During Advent, we anticipate a celebration of Christ's first 

coming. There is a quiet stillness about our waiting, or at least we try to encourage that in ourselves. Perhaps we have an 

Advent devotional, or we take time to pray together as a family around the Advent wreath. 

But Jesus did not come only once into history. During Advent, we remember that he will come again. You may remember 

the rapture craze in the early 2000s, when a series of books and movies envisioned a future where Jesus was coming soon 

and all the true believers had been whisked away. Everyone else had one more chance to repent before things really went  

to hell...literally, in this case! 

But is that what Jesus is talking about here? The truth is, we don't know what 

Jesus' Second Coming will be like. The actual return of Christ - though sudden 

and perhaps frightening to some - should not frighten us. Despite all the stories 

we may have heard about the apocalypse, the advice of Jesus is not to hang our 

heads or cower in fear. "Stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption 

is at hand." In a certain sense, we are already living in the end times. We already 

encounter great tribulation. We all find it easy to get distracted or discouraged in 

the grind of daily life. Today's Gospel reminds us that vigilance for God's presence 

is needed now. 
 

MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS

This Week, December 2 – First Sunday of Advent 

First Reading – Jeremiah 33:14-16: 

"In those days, in that time, I will raise up for David a just shoot; 

he shall do what is right and just in the land. (Jer 33:15) 

Around the year 600 B.C., the prophet Jeremiah offered a message of hope to the people of Israel as they were facing 

deportation and exile into Babylon. Jeremiah speaks of God's fidelity to His people. In what ways do you experience God's 

commitment to your life and well-being?  

Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2: 

May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we have for you. (1 Thes 3:12) 

St. Paul stressed to the Christians in Thessalonica the importance of having one's perspective and behavior focused on the 

return of Christ. How does the Second Coming of Christ impact your behavior as a believing Christian? 

Gospel – Luke 21:25-28, 34-36: 

"Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations that 

are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man." (Lk 21:36) 

Jesus warns his disciples to be attentive about events that will be associated with the end 

times. How would you evaluate your own readiness for the return of the Son of Man? 
 

Next Week, December 9 – Second Sunday of Advent 

First Reading – Baruch 5:1-9: 

Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from 

God forever. (Bar 5:1) 

The prophet Baruch offers words of encouragement and hope to the Israelites held in 

captivity in Babylon. How do you seek divine guidance in moments of despair and 

distress?  

Second Reading – Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11: 

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete 

it until the day of Christ Jesus. (Phil 1:6) 

St. Paul offers a prayer for the Philippians so that they may "discern what is of value." 

What do you value most in this life?  

Gospel – Luke 3:1-6: 

"Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding 

roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God." (Lk 3:5-6) 

Luke is careful to place the preaching and activities of John the Baptist in its political and 

religious historical context. Why do you think this information was so important to Luke 

and his community?  



THE FOLLOWING is offered at The Spiritual Center of Maria Stein and Montezuma.  For more information see their website 
at www.spirtualcenter.net or call 419-925-7625.                                                    
DECEMBER 4, 18: Piecemakers Craft Group, Maria Stein, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
DECEMBER 6, 13, 20, 27: Al-Anon Meetings, Montezuma, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
DECEMBER 8: National Night of Prayer (see details below) 

 

THE FOLLOWING is offered at the Shrine of the Holy Relics, 2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein OH.  For more 
information or to register, please contact Susie Bergman by email at s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org or 419-925-
4532 or visit www.mariasteinshrine.org 
DECEMBER 1-31: Nativities Display, normal Shrine hours 
DECEMBER 2: St. Nicholas Feast Day Celebration (for kids), 2-4 p.m.

 

Support the RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS. A donor 
writes, "Your flyer touched my heart-seeing the retired 
religious, such memories surfaced." Do you remember the 
sisters, brothers, or religious order priests who made a 
positive difference in your life? Today many are elderly and 
need assistance. Their religious communities struggle to 
meet retirement needs while continuing to serve the People 
of God. Please give to next week's collection. 
 

The 29th annual NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER for Life will be held 
at the Spiritual Center chapel, Maria Stein, December 8, 7:00 – 
11:00 p.m. Four hours of Eucharistic Adoration and prayers of 
reparation for the sin of abortion will be offered.   Each hour will 
begin with a hymn & prayers including the Rosary and the Divine 
Mercy chaplet.  This Night of Prayer again will unite over 600 
parishes across the nation to end the callous acceptance of 
abortion in our country and the world.  Father Alexander Witt will 
open with exposition and be available for confession for part of the 
night.  Deacon Greg Bornhorst will close with Benediction.   All are 
welcome, and participants may come for all or part of the event.  
 

“HAVING THE CONVERSATION” a presentation that will focus on 
exploring and sharing one’s wishes regarding end-of-life issues, will 
be held on December 10 at 7 p.m. in the Gaspar Room at St. Charles 
Center, Carthagena, Ohio. Fr. Tom Welk, C.PP.S., who has been 
recognized for his work in end-of-life care and medical ethics, will 
lead participants through a discussion of some of life’s most 
difficult questions, including how to talk with loved ones about end-
of-life care and how to document one’s wishes. This presentation is 
free and open to the public. 
 

NEWSPAPER SIGNATURE AD CAMPAIGN. To commemorate the 
46th Anniversary of the Supreme Court’s decision legalizing 
abortion, the Mercer County Right to Life Chapter will once again 
purchase a full-page ad in the Daily Standard.  For a $5.00 donation, 
your name, along with several hundred others, will be included in 
the Pro-Life Ad.  If you wish to participate in this year’s Ad 
Campaign, please send $5.00 along with the name/s as you wish it 
to appear in the newspaper to Pat Pottkotter, 5158 State Route 
119, Saint Henry, OH   45883, by January 7, 2019.  Write checks to 
“Mercer County Right to Life”.  Please don’t wait until the last 
minute to turn in your name.  This ad will appear in the newspaper 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019. If you have any questions about this, 
please contact Pat Pottkotter at 419-678-4557. 
 

SCHOENSTATT EVENT: On Sunday, January 6, at 1:30 p.m. Fr. David 
Zinc will be hosting a Schoenstatt Event in the St. Louis Church 
basement in North Star. The event will be about a half hour with 
refreshments following. All are welcome.  For more information 
contact Dan at 937-417-9476 or Deb at 937-417-5611. 

 

DIVORCED OR SEPARATED?  Too many people stay stuck and 
don’t know how to find their way past the pain of divorce or 
separation.  Our 12-week group begins Monday, January 7, from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Parish Office Center at St Michael Church 
in Ft. Loramie.  Cost of $25 includes materials for 12 weeks.  Topics 
included in the series include shock, denial, fear, anger, depression, 
loneliness, financial issues, battles in court, custody and visitation, 
and annulment. Find comfort and counsel consistent with Catholic 
teachings.  Call Rose Meyer @ 937-295-2891 or 
rosem@nflregion.org to find out more information or to register. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES: 
 

Men’s CRHP/Welcome Weekend,  
February 23-24, 2019. 

Women’s CRHP/Welcome Weekend 
March 16-17, 2019 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULES –December 3 to December 9: 
 

 
Mon. Dec 3 

7:00 PM 
Tue. Dec 4 
8:30 AM 

Wed. Dec 5 
12:05 PM 

Thu. Dec 6 
7:00 PM 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion 

Teresa Homan 
Jane Homan 

Brad Feltz 
Carol Opperman 

Shirley Elking 
Brad Feltz 

Mark Francis 
Dot Schwartz 

Lectors Casey Dues Susan McDaniel Deb Freeman John Homan 

Servers 
Tanner This 
Maria Wells 

  Jack Sailer 
Aaron Thieman 

 

 

Fri. Dec 7, 5:00 PM 
Immaculate 
Conception 

(Vigil) 

Sat. Dec 8, 9:00 AM 
Immaculate 
Conception 

Sat. Dec 8 
5:00 PM 

Sun. Dec 9 
8:00 AM 

Sun. Dec 9 
10:00 AM 

Childrens Liturgy     Valerie Mumaw 

Collection Counters 
    Curt Anderson 

Dick Bergman 
Bob Kruse 

Deacon 
Deacon Greg  
    Bornhorst 

   Deacon Greg  
    Bornhorst 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

Linda Baker 
Jonathan Dietz 
Linda Holdren 
Kim Homan 
Samantha Kremer 
Donna Pape 
Sue Thieman 
Joe Thieman 

Michelle Dicke 
Matt Dwenger 
Doris Knapke 
Doug Knapke 
Jim Large 
 

Tara Berning 
Jenny Berning 
Craig Broerman 
Erin Niekamp 
Carol Opperman 
Ed Rump 
Tracy Selhorst 
Amy Speelman 
Betty Wehrman 

Carrie Albers 
Makenna Brackman 
Ashton Heitkamp 
Brooke Homan 
Neil Homan 
Doris Knapke 
Tracy Kremer 
Linda Kuenning 
Samantha Leudeke 

Rhonda Bergman 
Sue McCollum 
Cody Paul 
Debbie Paul 
Karen Paul 
Roger Rutschilling 
Lora Rutschilling 
Laura Steineman 
Adam Topp 
Larry Topp 

Greeters 
  Ed & Marilyn 

    Schwartz 
Judy & Tony  
   Eshleman 

Keith & Laura  
   Steineman 

Lectors 
Janet Eshelman  
Rodney Bertke 

Dianne Dicke  
Gwen Staton 

Scott Bertke  
Gregg Topp  

Harold Krieg  
Steve Bertke  

Joe McGovern  
Eric Dicke  

Mass Coordinators   Brad Feltz Deb Kruse Matt Dwenger 

Servers 

Molly Dues 
Zoe Lane 
Tess Lane 
Hanna Tenkman 

Josh Bensman 
Evan Eyink 
Kelli Schmitmeyer 

Katlyn Broerman 
Marcus 
Speelman 
Alana Speelman 

Max Homan 
Ben Sailer 
Sam Sailer 

Gretchen Dwenger 
Lauren Nitschke 
Aaron Topp 

Ushers 

Dale Alig 
Phil Heitkamp 
Doug Kramer 
Larry Lane 
Dave Steineman 

Ron Homan 
Mike Mueller 
Joel Niekamp 
Bob Parker 
Gary Wendeln 

Andy Bernhold 
Matt Campbell 
Tony Eyink 
Alan Kruse 
Mary Moeller 
Bill Schemmel 

Craig Griesdorn 
Craig Hoffman 
Doug McNaughton 
Gary Nosek 
Larry Speelman 

John Clune 
Steve Dwenger 
Teresa Wente 
Clyde Wessel  
NOT FILLED 

 

 

  

Immaculate Conception: 

"Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing!" December 8, is one of our feasts 

celebrating Mary - the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. From the 

beginnings of the Church, spiritual writers and theologians have acknowledged 

the innocence and holiness of Mary. St. Irenaeus called her the "new Eve." Both 

faced with the pure freedom to accept or reject God, Mary began with work of 

redemption with her yes to Christ! The Church began to celebrate the feast of 

Mary's conception in the early Middle Ages. In 1854, Pope Pius IX infallibly 

declared that Mary was free of original sin from the first moment of her 

conception. On this feast day, we celebrate the beauty and goodness of Our 

Lady! 



Question: What significance does the Advent season have for our Christian faith journey?  

                   What are we joyfully anticipating and expecting? 
 

Answer: Advent is a season of joyful anticipation and expectation. But for what specifically? Certainly not for the birth 

of the Christ Child - that occurred more than 2,000 years ago. This season links us with all those who lived in the era of 

longing for the coming of the Messiah. But he has come and lived among us. 

Some are joyfully anticipating the many gifts that they will buy and share with others, along with the many gifts they will 

receive in return. Others enter into the overblown commercialism - decorating, partying, writing cards, and all the endless 

customs that go with the season. 

What if the anticipation and expectation were to focus on how we can continue to make present the living Christ in each 

and every moment of our daily lives? Yes, Jesus came among us 2,000 years ago. But how do we continue to make that 

presence real in our world? Jesus himself set the agenda for us. We are to proclaim good news to the poor and give liberty 

to captives, sight to the blind, food for the hungry, shelter for the homeless, and freedom for those who are oppressed and 

abused. What would the Advent season look like if this, rather than materialism, was the main focus of our joyful 

anticipation and expectation? Try it and see what results. It may surprise all of us. 

 

Feast Days, Holidays, & Memorials 

December 2 to December 9 

2 – First Sunday of Advent 

3 – St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

4 – St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church 

6 – St. Nicholas, Bishop 

7 – St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

8 – Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

      (Holy Day of Obligation) 

9 – Second Sunday of Advent 

 

December 3 to December 9 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Mon 7:00 pm Kyle Bensman and Ralph Holdheide 

Tue 8:30 am Phyllis Staugler 

Wed 12:05 pm Marilyn Dennings 

Thu 7:00 pm Mary Kramer 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

* Fri 5:00 pm Carol Perise 

Sat 9:00 am Linda Lochtefeld 

Sat 5:00 pm Nancy Heitkamp 

Sun 8:00 am Holy Redeemer Parish 

Sun 10:00 am Orville W. Borchers, Jr 

* Incense is planned for this Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITIES: 

MON 2:00 pm Catholic Ministry Appeal Meeting-hall 

 6:00 pm Stephen Ministry Training–Classroom 

TUE 9am-9pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

 9:30 am Anointing of the sick – after Mass 

 7:30 pm Choir practice 

WED morning Communion to the hospital  

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist  

 3:15-4:15pm CCD Grades 1-6, Session A 

 5:15-6:15pm CCD Grades 1-6, Session B 

 6:30-7:30pm CCD Grades 7-8 

 7:45-8:45pm CCD Grades 9-12, JH Youth Group 

FRI 1:00 pm Rosary/Communion at Elmwood  

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

Special Collection for the Religious Retirement Fund 

SAT 7:30 am Mens Prayer Group – Conference Rm 

SUN 9:30 am Communion Service at Elmwood  

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 
 morning Communion to the Sick, Shut-ins 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 
 10:00 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 10:00 am Nursery during 10:00 am Mass 
 10:00 am Pre-K & K CCD during 10am Mass 
 6:00 pm HS Youth Group 
 7:00 pm CRHP/Welcome Meeting – Conf Rm 

 
 

 


