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   Phone: 419.629.2543    
          Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm

                              Friday 9 am – noon 
        Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn 

 419.629.3031 [home] 

 hrpastor@nktelco.net 

       Deacon: Greg Bornhorst 

 holyredeemer@nktelco.net 

       Accountant: Mary Eyink 

 419.629.2226 [home]  

Coordinator of Elementary CCD: 

        Kathy Pape 

 hrcre@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of JH/HS CCD:  

  Jenny Sailer 

  jsailer@nktelco.net 
  Coordinator of Liturgy and Music: 
New Parishioners:  We would love to officially welcome you into our family.  Nick Wilker 
 Registration forms are available in folders on the door in             hrmusic@nktelco.net 

 the church entrance or by contacting the parish office. Coordinator of Youth/Young Adults:   
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents.  Scheduled on the 2nd  Nick Clune 
 Monday in March, July, and November.      hryouth@nktelco.net  
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.      Pastoral Associate/Adult Faith/Tech: 
Pastoral Council:  Chair: Jay McCollum, 419.953.2849       Brad Feltz 

                                Co-Chair: Jonathan Dietz, 937.489.9008  hrtech@nktelco.net

       Prayer Line: 419.778.3632, 419.629.2406, 419.629.2639  

Mass Schedule: 

Reconciliation: 

Adoration/Exposition: 

Pastoral Staff: 

Special Edition 
Dec 23 - Jan 1 
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Religious Education: 
 

REMINDER: Catechists in-service at Holy Redeemer, Wednesday, 
January 2, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 

This past week I had the pleasure of talking to fellow parishioners, 

Harold and Irene Stammen.  Harold is very interesting to talk to.  He is 

filled with a wealth of information about Holy Redeemer and the 

community in general.   We started talking about our CCD program 

and how it used to be compared to how it is now.   We both remembered 

using the Baltimore Catechism Series.  The Baltimore Catechism for 

those of you who have never seen it was truly “Black & White” and 

maybe a touch of red every now and then.  Not only was it “Black and 

White” in color but also in what it was supposed to teach us. Things 

like, “If you do this, it is a mortal sin, if you do that, you will not enter 

Heaven.”   There were never the beautiful colorful pictures, and there 

were never stories about God’s never-ending love and forgiveness he 

offers us, that are in today’s CCD books.  A sample of the Baltimore 

Catechism is shown to the right.  We both agreed that today children 

are being taught more about a LOVING God, not a mean, strict God.  As CRE of our Elementary CCD program I feel that that is 

one of the most important things we can teach our children, to be loving to everyone like God is to us.   
 

This past week was the last CCD class until after the first of the year.  I knew that I would not have anything to write about in my 

bulletin article during those weeks the children were off, so I came up with a few questions that the teachers had the children 

answer.  There were many wonderful answers, some that almost brought tears to my eyes and some that made me laugh.  Following 

are two that I feel totally show their love and concern for others:  
Question: If you could have visited Jesus at the manger on that first Christmas and have asked him for one special favor that would 

help all mankind, what would it have been and why? 

• I would have asked Jesus if he could make there be no Physical or mental pain, so no one would have to suffer from pain. 

--Tanner Suchland, 6th grade. 

• If I could ask Jesus one special favor that would help all mankind, it would be that families could have more time together.  

Some kids might not have great self-esteem because they don’t see their parents/family members a lot.   

-- Maddie Homan, 6th grade. (If you ever get a chance to talk to this special young lady, you need to, she would make a 

wonderful president someday)        -- Kathy Pape 
 

As Christmas nears and we reflect upon the manger scene, may we see the blessings all around us and remember what we 
were made for.  Each of us is made in God’s image.  Therefore, on the day we were born, it was a glorious day in Heaven.  
On that day WE were the gift God gave to the world.  We had wise men and shepherds in the form of grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, and friends.  Angels rejoiced, and we received gifts.  May we each follow our star which leads us closer to Jesus and 
ultimately heaven.  God is love, and so are we.  MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

-- Jenny Sailer 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE: Hi Everyone! I hope you will have and will continue to have a blessed Christmas Holiday. I 

wanted to use this article to give you a quick update on how things have been going with youth ministry so far in this 2018-2019 

school year. Junior High youth group wrapped up last Wednesday, December 12, for the year of 2018. We played games and 

talked about the presentation on Our Lady of Guadalupe. Next year (2019), we will kick off the year will an awesome Jr High 

Retreat on January 20th and 21st. I highly encourage all Junior High youth to attend even if you can't attend the whole event. 

Staying the night is also optional. Youth are more than welcome to go home on the 20th and return on 21st. Please turn forms in 

by January 1st, we need a count by then to know if we need to cancel NET Ministries. High School youth ministry for 2018 

wrapped up this past Sunday, December 16. We spent some time in Adoration and talked about youth ministry in 2019. For 2019, 

High School youth ministry will be adopting a few changes. First, the weekly Sunday meetings will be changed to biweekly. By 

meeting every other week, it is my hope that the youth will be able to prioritize youth group on the weeks that it is offered. Updated 

schedules will be available soon. Secondly, we will continue to use YDisciple to supplement our high school program. I plan to 

have enough groups to accommodate everyone who is interested. These YDisciple Groups will meet on the weeks when Sunday 

youth group meetings are not offered.  
 

JH WINTER RETREAT: On January 20 and 21, the JH Youth Group will be having a retreat! The overnight retreat will start 

at 7:00 p.m. on the 20th and continue on the 21st with NET ministries leading the second day on the theme “In His Image”. Youth 

who are involved in sports are still encouraged to attend. Permission to leave or return to the retreat can be given. Chaperones are 

also needed.  Please contact Nick by January 1.  
-- Nick Clune  



Question: With Christmas fast approaching, can you give me some practical  
tips to prepare myself and my family that will help us stay grounded in what  
this holiday is really about? With all the commercialism, it's easy to stray. 
 

Answer: Happy times and events bring fond memories and a renewed sense  
of love and kinship with others. The anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The coming of the Lord is that kind of event 
that people have been looking forward to for generations with fervent hope and desire. It gave them strength and courage as 
they waited for the coming of the Lord. 
    We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in August, and carols blare long before the season begins. Everyone laments 
the commercial aspects of the season. But as Advent begins, do something to help you be more mindful of the Lord's coming. 
Use an Advent wreath, enthrone the Bible prominently, read the readings from the Bible assigned to each day. Postpone the 
tree and decorations until closer to Christmas. Establish new family rituals, customs, and prayers that help remind everyone 
we are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Fasting, attending daily Mass or a special celebration of reconciliation, 
reaching out to those alienated from family or society, and visiting the homebound manifest the love of the Christ Child and 
the Holy Family. Resist the temptation to rush the season. In His own time and in His own way, God will come. Our task is 
simply to be watchful and ready. 
 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

Here we are, mere days from Christmas, and we hear a Gospel anticipating the birth of another child. 

Mary has received word that her cousin Elizabeth is with child. Pregnant as she is, Mary "set out and 

traveled to the hill country in haste." She has recently received the greatest news of her life - that she is 

to be mother to the Messiah by the power of the Holy Spirit - but her concern is for her cousin in need. 

Through God's grace, Elizabeth turns it into an opportunity to honor the coming Christ. "Blessed are 

you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb." Yet Mary's example of selflessness should 

inspire us. 

As Christmas draws near, there is plenty of goodness to anticipate for many of us. We'll reunite with 

family and friends, uphold time-honored traditions, swap stories old and new, exchange gifts, and 

welcome Jesus at the Christmas liturgy. These are wonderful things! Of course, they probably all come 

with their own to-do list. Shop for last-minute gifts, pick up recipe ingredients, ready the guest room, or 

pack your own bags. Mary probably had things to do as well. She had a lot to consider, for one thing. 

How do you plan to tell your parents you're pregnant, but no man was involved? When Joseph finds 

out, who will care for the practical needs of you and your child? Into what may have been a chaos of 

questions, Mary receives news that someone is in need. She goes immediately. 

In these final days before Christmas, stay watchful and awake! You never know when God might invite you to welcome, 

hospitality, and compassion. It might be tempting to reject the opportunity for your own needs. Follow the example of Mary! If 

God is providing you an opportunity to love, He will provide the means to accomplish all your other tasks. This Christmas season, 

may you too hear, "Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled." 
 

MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS 

December 23 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

First Reading – Micah 5:1-4a:  
He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD. (Mi 5:3a) 

The prophet Micah was a contemporary to the prophet Isaiah, both 8th century 

B.C. prophets of the southern kingdom of Judah. Micah, like Isaiah, prophesied 

that God would send an "anointed one" to Israel to rule His people with peace. 

How do you see this prophecy of peace fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ? 

Second Reading – Hebrews 10:5-10: 

By this "will," we have been consecrated through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all. (Heb 10:10) 

Hebrews teaches us that Christ came into the world to do God's will. How do you 

strive to do God's will in your life? 

Gospel – Luke 1:39-45: 

"How does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 

For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my 

womb leaped for joy." (Lk 1:43-44) 

We hear today Luke's account of the visit between Elizabeth and Mary. Filled 

with the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth joyfully greets Mary, calling her "the mother of 

my Lord." How do you experience Mary as your spiritual Mother? 

 

  



GOSPEL MEDITATION 

"I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all of the people." Merry Christmas! This 

familiar story dances with new life and vigor today. We, too, have waited in darkness. We, too, have 

felt in the desert of the modern world. Our hearts lift at the candles of midnight Mass. The Eucharist 

- that simple little host resting in the stable of our hearts - has new meaning. Our joy lifts at the sight 

of long-unseen family. The wonder of the season is here. Glory to God indeed! 

But for some of us, perhaps the patterns feel too familiar, almost grating. Or someone is missing from 

our story this year. Unlike Mary and Joseph - who found refuge in a stable - perhaps we still feel like 

we're searching for a place to rest. This Christmas season let Jesus be that place. Let the Christmas 

story wash over you in all its human relevance. In the Holy Family, we see the fear of a first-time 

father trying to shelter and protect his family, a deeply vulnerable moment on a cold, uncomfortable 

night, and giving birth with little assistance. In the shepherds, we see an entirely unexpected encounter 

with wonder, a divine revelation none were expecting. We see the dazzling hope of a promise fulfilled.  
In the celebration of Christmas, we celebrate the Incarnation. God becomes man because we humans 

need someone we can touch, see, and feel. Some of us may be especially sensitive to a lack of 

incarnate love in our lives. Whatever our experience, God invites us to receive HIM - His story, His 

presence, His love. And He invites us to give it away, to make His love a little more incarnate in the 

world by our actions. Look for someone to love today that they, too, might recognize Emmanuel, God with us! 
 

MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS 

December 25 – The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

First Reading – Isaiah 52:7-10: 

All the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God. (Is 52:10b) 

How will you share the Good News of the birth of Christ to family and 

friends?  

Second Reading – Hebrews 1:1-6: 

When he had accomplished purification from sins, he took his seat at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high. (Heb 1:3b) 

Hebrews speaks of Jesus as "the very imprint of his (God's) being." What do 

you think this description of Jesus means?  

Gospel John 1:1-18: 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his 

glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth. (Jn 1:14) 

The prologue to John's Gospel introduces readers to Jesus and his eternal 

identity as "the Word made flesh." How does this image of Jesus speak to you? 

  

INSPIRATION FOR CHRISTMAS 
Merry Christmas! Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord. The gift of 

Jesus Christ to humanity is the result of God's unconditional and merciful 

love for us. Jesus lived and died trying to show human beings how to live 

by rejecting godless ways and worldly desires and by living temperately, 

justly, and devoutly. We are also asked to live in joyful hope of Christ's 

return again, anticipating the fulfillment of all things in Christ. How well 

have we learned the lessons Jesus taught? Instead of moving closer to 

realizing God's vision for us, it appears that our world is moving further 

away. We are easily distracted, disorientated, and preoccupied with 

things that leave us feeling empty. There is a God-shaped hole in each 

one of us that can only be filled by Him. Realizing this truth about who 

we are is the only thing that can bring real happiness. This year, are we 

going to just "celebrate" God's gift of his Son or really "accept" him? 



Question: What do we know about Joseph,  

Mary, and the rest of Jesus' relatives? 
 

Answer: You may see pictures of Joseph, Mary, and a young Jesus 

on the feast of the Holy Family. What we do know of them has been 

treasured throughout the ages. Both Joseph and Mary came from the 

tribe of Judah and were distant descendants of King David. Tradition 

gives us the names of Mary's parents - Anne and Joachim - and we 

venerate them as saints. Joseph was a carpenter, and he taught Jesus 

his trade. We know that St. Elizabeth was related to Mary, and we call 

St. John the Baptist Jesus' "cousin." 

In the Bible, we also see references to Jesus' "brothers and sisters." 

Who were these people? The most likely theory rests in the language 

of the time period. The Hebrew people spoke Aramaic. This language 

had no words for specific family roles. All male relatives were 

"brother" and all female relatives were "sister." Like many people of 

his day, Jesus had a large family! So large that he got lost and needed 

to be found in the Temple. When you think of the Holy Family, 

remember that Jesus probably had quirky uncles, nosy aunts, doting 

grandparents, and cousins to play with, just like us! 
 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

"After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to 

them and asking them questions, and all who heard him were astounded at his understanding and 

his answers." As we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, this Gospel exposes us to a strange 

tension. While this family is one we can look to for an example, they are not quite the same family 

unit as everyone else. There is an otherness to Jesus, something profound. And yet, perhaps on 

second thought, are our families so different? 

When Mary and Joseph encountered Jesus in the temple, "they were astonished." But at what? 

Mary's response is surprised. They're not astonished that Jesus is preaching in a place for 

respected teachers. They're not astonished that their son has captured the attention of the wisest 

men of the time period. They're astonished at his seemingly disobedient behavior! "Son, why 

have you done this to us? Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety." All 

our children have an "otherness" about them, something that makes them unique and different. 

They are distinctly not "me." What will our own children become? What temple will they wander 

off to? Who will they astound?  
 

MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & 

REFLECTIONS 

December 30 – Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

First Reading – 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28: 

"I prayed for this child, and the LORD granted my request. Now I, in turn, 

give him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the LORD." 
(1 Sm 1:27-28) 
Hannah, the mother of the prophet Samuel, is portrayed as a woman of great 

faith. Upon reflection, how would you describe the faith of your mother?  

Second Reading – 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24: 

And his commandment is this: we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus 

Christ, and love one another just as he commanded us. (1 Jn 3:23) 

John teaches us that we can be called "children of God" if we believe in Jesus 

and love one another. How well do you think you do these two mandates?  

Gospel – Luke 2:41-52: 

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him 

were astounded at his understanding and his answers. (Lk 2:46-47) 
Luke is the only evangelist to record an event in the life of Jesus as a boy. It is 

an event filled with "great anxiety" for Joseph and Mary. What lesson(s) do 

you learn from this story? 

 

  



  



THE FOLLOWING is offered at The Spiritual Center of Maria Stein and Montezuma.  For more 
information see their website at www.spirtualcenter.net or call 419-925-7625.                                                    
DECEMBER  20, 27: Al-Anon Meetings, Montezuma, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

THE FOLLOWING is offered at the Shrine of the Holy Relics, 2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein OH.  For more information or to register, 
please contact Susie Bergman by email at s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org or 419-925-4532 or visit www.mariasteinshrine.org 

DECEMBER 1-31: Nativities Display, normal Shrine hours 
JANUARY: St. Mother Teresa Art Display, normal Shrine hours 
JANUARY 27: St. Dymphna Prayer Service, 2:00 p.m. 
FEBRUARY 10: Italian Night at the Shrine, 5:30 p.m. (RSVP required) 
FEBRUARY 17: Prayer for our Priests, 7:00 p.m. 
MARCH 5: Shrove Pancake Dinner, 5:30 p.m. (RSVP required) 

 

All are welcome to a special meeting arranged by the Book 

Club.  Author Julia Monnin will be present to speak and sign 

her books on Thursday, January 17, at 7:45 p.m.  The book 

selection for this month is: “The World Is Noisy God 

Whispers”, it is a collection of over 190 thought provoking 

journal reflections by author, speaker, and spiritual 

companion Julia Monnin.  From personal struggles to 

triumphs, from periods of deep peace to periods of utter 

confusion, from spiritual highs to spiritual lows, readers can 

expect a raw honest look into the life of a girl who, for the 

first time in her late 20’s began finding answers to some of 

life’s biggest questions.  Though the book tells the exciting, 

true story of the author’s life unfolding in ways unimaginable, 

the reader-friendly format makes for a one-of- kind prayer 

companion for those looking to deepen their relationship with 

Christ.  Julia will be here to speak about the book and her 

faith journey.  This meeting is open to the public and all are 

welcome.  Please join us for what promises to be an 

enlightening evening. Julia is a local author from Botkins, 

Ohio.   
 

DIVORCED OR SEPARATED?  Too many people stay stuck 

and don’t know how to find their way past the pain of divorce or 

separation.  Our 12-week group begins Monday, January 7, from 

6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Parish Office Center at St Michael Church 

in Ft. Loramie.  Cost of $25 includes materials for 12 

weeks.  Topics included in the series include shock, denial, fear, 

anger, depression, loneliness, financial issues, battles in court, 

custody and visitation, and annulment. Find comfort and counsel 

consistent with Catholic teachings.  Call Rose Meyer @ 937-295-

2891 or rosem@nflregion.org to find out more information or to 

register. 

 

NEWSPAPER SIGNATURE AD CAMPAIGN. To 

commemorate the 46th Anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 

decision legalizing abortion, the Mercer County Right to Life 

Chapter will once again purchase a full-page ad in the Daily 

Standard.  For a $5.00 donation, your name, along with several 

hundred others, will be included in the Pro-Life Ad.  If you wish to 

participate in this year’s Ad Campaign, please send $5.00 along 

with the name/s as you wish it to appear in the newspaper to Pat 

Pottkotter, 5158 State Route 119, Saint Henry, OH   45883, by 

January 7, 2019.  Write checks to “Mercer County Right to Life”.  

Please don’t wait until the last minute to turn in your name.  This 

ad will appear in the newspaper Wednesday, January 16, 2019. If 

you have any questions about this, please contact Pat Pottkotter at 

419-678-4557. 
 

A new support group for anyone who has been widowed is starting 

soon.  The group will be called “REDISCOVERING JOY” and 

will hold monthly meetings along with various other planned social 

activities.  The group will allow widows and widowers of all ages 

to connect with others who understand what they are going through.  

The meetings will be held on the second Monday of each month, 

starting on Monday, January 14, 2019, and will be held in the 

private dining room at Briarwood Village located at 100 Don Desch 

Drive in Coldwater.  Meeting times will be from 6:30-8:00 pm.  

Locations and times of social events will vary.  Judy Broering and 

Mary Wenning, who are both widowed, will be facilitators for the 

group.  For information, please contact Judy at 419-733-5629 or 

Mary at 419-678-8830 or at Rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.com.   If you 

are widowed, please come to meet others and to see if this new 

group is for you.     
 

Father Steve Mondiek of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church  
in McCartyville will be celebrating a Mass  

on the occasion of St. Philomena’s Birthday! 
Thursday, January 10, at 5:30 p.m. with Eucharistic 
Adoration, Rosary, Special Prayers, and Holy Mass.  

You will have the opportunity to be blessed and  

prayed over with a relic of St. Philomena.   

The Novena to St. Philomena starts January 1st;  

copies of the Novena will be available on the Sacred Heart website, 

in the parish office, and in the gathering space. 

Please contact the Sacred Heart Office if you have any questions. 

office@sacredheartohio.org                 www.sacredheartohio.org 
  

Feast Days, Holidays, & Memorials 

December 23 to January 2 

23 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

25 – The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

26 – St. Stephen, the first Martyr 

27 – St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 

28 – The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

29 – St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr 

30 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

31 – St. Sylvester I, Pope 

   1 – Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

         New Year’s Day 

         World Day of Prayer for Peace 

   2 – Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen,  

            Bishops and Doctors of the Church 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULES –December 24 to December 30: 
 

 

 Mon Dec 24 
3:00 PM 

Christmas 

Mon Dec 24  
5:30 PM 

Christmas 

Tue Dec 25 
10:00 AM 
Christmas 

Thu Dec 27 
7:00 PM 

Fri Dec 28 
8:30 AM 

Sat Dec 29 
5:00 PM 

Sun Dec 30 
8:00 AM 

Sun Dec 30 
10:00 AM 

CLOW        Linda Holdren 

Deacon Greg Bornhorst Greg Bornhorst Greg Bornhorst      

Extraordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

Tara Berning 
Jenny 
  Berning 
Craig 
  Broerman 
Shannon  
  Craft 
Teresa  
  Homan 
Jean Homan 
Neil Homan 
Tom Howell 
Steve  
  McDermitt 
Valerie  
  Mumaw 
Laura  
  Steineman 
Betty  
  Wehrman 

Deb Albers  
Matt 
  Dwenger 
Mark Francis 
Deion  
  Hoehne 
Erin  
  Niekamp 
Donna Pape 
Ed Rump 
Alyssa 
  Schrader 
Amy  
  Speelman 
Alana  
  Speelman 
Jason This 
Lillian  
  Wilson 

Doris  
  Knapke 
Cheryl Kuck 
Ben Kuck 
Jim Large 
Marilyn 
  Nerderman 
Roger  
  Rutschilling 
Lora  
  Rutschilling 
Martha  
  Subler 

Jane 
  Homan 
Teresa  
  Homan 

Jean Homan 
Janet  
  Suchland 

Craig  
  Broerman 
Jennifer  
  Hirschfeld 
Tom Howell 
Carol  
  Opperman 
Donna Pape 
Macy Puthoff 
Barbara  
  Suchland 
Marty Topp 
Victoria  
  Wente 

Michelle  
  Dicke 
Jonathan  
  Dietz 
Jason  
  Garman 
Ashton 
  Heitkamp 
Linda  
  Kuenning 
Cody Paul 
Debbie  
  Paul 
Karen Paul 
Karen  
  Smith 

Makenna 
  Brackman 
Ashley  
  Broerman 
Brooke  
  Homan 
Tracy Kremer 
Jim Large 
Samantha  
  Leudeke 
Sue  
  McCollum 
Shawn  
  Niekamp 
Erica  
  Niekamp 
Taylor Paul 
Laura  
  Steineman 

Collection 
Counters 

       Roger  
   Bornhorst 
Becky  
   Koverman 
Peggy Link 

Greeters 

     Kurt &  
   Kristine  
     Albers 

John & 
   Jean  
     Homan 

Shawn &  
   Laura 
     Niekamp 

Lectors 

Janet  
  Eshelman  
Greg  
  Heitkamp  

Gregg Topp  
Rodney Bertke  

Steve Bertke  
Gwen 
  Staton  

Dave 
  Stucke 

Dianne  
   Dicke 

Shelly Busse  
Keith 
   Bornhorst 

Janet  
  Eshelman  
Greg  
  Heitkamp 

Keith  
   Bornhorst  
Dawn  
  McNaughton 

Mass 
Coordinators 

NOT FILLED Amy 
  Speelman 

Matt  
  Dwenger  

  Amy 
  Speelman 

Susan 
   McDaniel 

Mark Francis 

Servers 

Diana  
   Heitkamp 
David Homan 
Dan Homan 

Ben Hamberg 
Marcus  
   Speelman 
Jack Wilson 
Bridget Wilson 

Brandon 
   Heitkamp  
Troy Homan 
Max Homan 
Nicholas  
   Wells  

Adriana  
  Heitkamp 
Olivia  
  Heitkamp 

Alivia  
  Dammeyer 
Amelia  
  Dammeyer 

Tate 
  Roetgerman 
Michael  
   Schlarman 
Kelli  
 Schmitmeyer 

Max  
  Homan 
Ryan Paul 
Grant  
  Selby 
Gavin  
  Spragg 

Spencer  
  Elking 
Elli  
  Roetgerman 
Griffen  
  Roetgerman 
Alayna  
  Thieman 

Ushers 

Andy 
  Bernhold 
Matt    
  Campbell 
John Clune 
Steve  
  Dwenger 
Tony Eyink 
Alan Kruse 
Mary Moeller 
Bill Schemmel 
Teresa Wente 
Clyde Wessel 

Craig 
  Griesdorn 
Craig Hoffman 
Ron Homan 
Doug 
  McNaughton 
Mike Mueller 
Joel Niekamp 
Gary Nosek 
Bob Parker 
Larry 
  Speelman 
Gary Wendeln 

Dale Alig 
Rod Brandt  
Greg Elking 
Terry Eyink 
Phil  
  Heitkamp 
Doug  
  Kramer 
Jeff Kremer 
Larry Lane 
Dave  
  Steineman 

  Ron Homan 
Mike Mueller 
Joel  
  Niekamp 
Bob Parker 
Gary  
  Wendeln 

Rod Brandt 
Greg  
  Elking 
Terry Eyink 
Jeff  
  Kremer 
NOT  
  FILLED 

Dale Alig 
Phil Heitkamp 
Doug Kramer 
Larry Lane 
Dave  
  Steineman 



MINISTRY SCHEDULES –December 31 to January 6: 
 

 

 Mon Dec 31 
5:00 PM 

Mary, Mother of 
God 

Tue Jan 1 
10:00 AM 

Mary, Mother 
of God 

Wed Jan 2 
12:05 PM 

Thu Jan 3 
7:00 PM 

Fri Jan 4 
8:30 AM 

Sat Jan 5 
5:00 PM 

 Sun Jan 6 
8:00 AM 

Sun Jan 6 
10:00 AM 

CLOW 
       Suzanne 

Wells 

Collection 
Counters 

       Jason Dicke 
Brenda Kuck 
Bill Wente 

Deacon Greg Bornhorst Greg Bornhorst    Greg Bornhorst   

Extraordinary 
Ministers of 
Holy 
Communion 

Tara Berning 
Jenny Berning 
Scott Bertke 
Matt Dwenger 
Teresa Homan 
Sr Barbara 
  Ann Hoying 
Sue Thieman 
Joe Thieman 
 

Linda Baker 
Lisa Feltz 
Doris Knapke 
Cheryl Kuck 
Ben Kuck 
Rick Niekamp 
Susan 
   Niekamp 
Pete Reinhart 
Larry Topp 

Brad Feltz 
Gwen Staton 

Jane Homan 
Teresa  
  Homan 

Brad Feltz 
Rita 
  Niekamp 

Katlyn  
  Broerman 
Ginny Dicke 
Tom Howell 
Ed Rump 
Tracy Selhorst 
Sue Thieman 
Joe Thieman 
Nichole Wente 

Carrie Albers 
Andrea Dietz 
Rachael  
  Freeman 
Brent  
  Goettemoeller 
Neil Homan 
Hollie Kremer 
Samantha  
  Kremer 
Ron Kremer 
Steve 
  McDermitt 

Deb Albers 
Lisa Feltz 
Kim Homan 
Sr Barbara  
  Ann Hoying 
Pete  
  Reinhart 
Nancy  
  Riethman 
Roger  
  Rutschilling 
Lora  
  Rutschilling 
Adam Topp 
Larry Topp 
Amy 
  Wellman 

Greeters 
      George & Evie  

  Heitkamp 
Larry & Diane  
  Dicke 

Brad & Lisa 
Feltz 

Lectors 

Steve Bertke 
Rodney Bertke 

Pam Kaiser 
Erin Niekamp 

Deb  
  Freeman 

John Homan Kaye Wint Scott Frey  
Shelly Busse  

Rodney Bertke  
Keith Bornhorst  

Alan 
  Thieman  
Eric Dicke  

Mass 
Coordinators 

Matt Dwenger  
 

    Mark Francis Susan McDaniel Brad Feltz 

Servers 

Jonny  
  Heitkamp 
Andrea  
  Heitkamp 
David Homan 
Aaron Thieman 

Emma Krieg 
Blane  
  Schrader 
Gavin  
  Schrader 
Hanna  
  Tenkman 

Cooper  
  Grillot 
Keianna  
  Wellman 

Sam  
  Bernhold 
Emily Eyink 

 Tess Lane 
Zoe Lane 
Benjamin Wells 

Troy Homan 
Abbi Thieman 
Nicholas Wells 
Patrick Wells 

Molly Dues 
Justin 
  Tenkman 
Kyle  
  Tenkman 
NOT FILLED 

Ushers 

Craig  
  Griesdorn 
Craig Hoffman 
Doug  
  McNaughton 
Gary Nosek 
Larry Speelman 

John Clune 
Steve  
  Dwenger 
Teresa Wente  
Clyde Wessel 
NOT FILLED 

   Craig Griesdorn 
Craig Hoffman 
Doug 
  McNaughton 
Gary Nosek 
Larry Speelman 

Matt Campbell  
John Clune 
Steve Dwenger 
Larry Speelman 
Clyde Wessel 

Andy  
  Bernhold 
Matt    
  Campbell 
Tony Eyink 
Alan Kruse 
Mary Moeller 
Bill  
  Schemmel 

 

 SAVE THE DATES: 
 

Men’s CRHP/Welcome Weekend:  
February 23-24, 2019. 

 

Parish Dinner: March 3, 2019 
 

Women’s CRHP/Welcome Weekend: 
March 16-17, 2019 

FURNITURE AVAILABLE: If anyone could use the furniture 
that was in the front office, please let us know.  There are 
desk parts, cubicle walls, file cabinets, wood shelving, and 
other miscellaneous items that are available.  If you can 
use them and are willing to pick them up, any or all are 

yours.  Please stop in and take a look.  And while you are at 
it, check out the new front office and conference room. 



Question: I was always fascinated by Mary and have had a devotion to 

her for many years. Why does Mary have so many titles? Isn't Mother of 

God enough? 
 

Answer: We all have many different roles to play, and each title we have 

is based on a relationship. For instance, a person might be a daughter, 

mother, wife, cousin, niece, employer, boss, friend, sponsor, and customer 

all in the same day! Our titles identify who we are at a given moment. 

Mary is the same way. Certainly, Mother of God is her greatest title. 

Because of her trust in God and in the message of the angel, Jesus was 

born, becoming one of us. But all of Mary's titles are important. Each title 

highlights an aspect of her unique relationship with Jesus, with the 

Church, and with each of us. She is wife, mother, intercessor, patroness, 

mediatrix, God-bearer, and a host of other roles. Sometimes her title is one 

given by a local community of faith. Other times, the universal church 

gives her a title that all recognize. Above all, it is her faith and her 

willingness to say yes to God's plan that places her in a special place of 

honor among believers. In her humanity, she shows us how we, too, will 

be filled with grace, as we say yes to the Lord's plan for us. We believe 

that what happens to Mary will happen to us. She is our model, our mother 

  

Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 

This solemnity is a rather recent addition to the cycle of seasons, Sundays, and feasts in our liturgical year. We have Pope Paul 

VI to thank for the 1974 enshrining of the devotion to Mary into our calendar on January 1.  

 

Let us pray... 

God of heaven and earth, you came to us and took our earthly flesh through the gift of Mary's yes. She is our Mother in faith, 

as she is your earthly mother.  We are thankful beyond our ability to thank you for the gift of her Son as our brother and savior.  

Through her self-giving, we have been reconciled to you. 

 



December 24 to December 30 December 31 to January 6 

* Incense will be used 
 

                   * Incense will be used 
 

 
                        OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT 

December 16 

Total Budget* Over/(Under) 
$6,792.00 $6,901.29 $(109.29) 
Envelopes Anonymous Students 
$6,073.00 $709.00 $10.00 

Attendance: 903 

November ** 
Budget Actual Over/(Under)  

$34,230.77 $26,653.02 $(7,577.75) 

YTD *** 
Budget Actual Over/(Under)  

$188,269.21 $168,261.04 $(20,008.17) 
* Weekly budget excludes monthly electronic giving. 

** Monthly includes weekly collections & monthly electronic giving. 
 *** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-Nov) 

 
 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: 

Mon* 5:00 pm Irene Imwalle 

Tue * 10:00 am Norman & Dorothy Leiss 

Wed 12:05 pm Mary Heitkamp 

Thu 7:00 pm Louis, Marie, & Mike Will 

Fri 8:30 am Ferd Wint 

Sat 5:00 pm Ed Phlipot 

Sun* 8:00 am Holy Redeemer Parish 

      * 10:00 am Bernard Albers 

MASS INTENTIONS: 

Mon 3:00 pm Ernie, Jeannette, Bill Phlipot 

      * 5:30 pm Ron Scheer 

Tue* 10:00 am Holy Redeemer Parish 

Wed  No Confessions or Mass 

Thu 7:00 pm Mike Heitkamp 

Fri 8:30 am Lorna Seas 

Sat 5:00 pm Rosemary Umstead 

Sun* 8:00 am Sr. Cecilia Huber 

      * 10:00 am Holy Redeemer Parish 

PARISH ACTIVITIES: 
Tue  No Adoration 

Wed Morning Communion to the hospital 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

  No CCD or youth group 

 7:00 pm Teacher’s in-service 

Sun 9:30 am Communion Service at Elmwood 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

 Morning Communion to the Sick, Shut-ins 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

 10:00 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 10:00 am Nursery during 10am Mass 

 10:00 am Pre-K & K CCD during 10am Mass 

 7:00 pm CRHP/Welcome Mtg – Conf Rm 

PARISH ACTIVITIES: 
Tue  No Adoration 

Wed Morning Communion to the hospital 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

  No CCD or youth group 

Sun 9:30 am Communion Service at Elmwood 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

 Morning Communion to the Sick, Shut-ins 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

 10:00 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 10:00 am Nursery during 10am Mass 

 10:00 am Pre-K & K CCD during 10am Mass 

 7:00 pm CRHP/Welcome Mtg – Conf Rm 

Don’t miss out on this incredible opportunity, reserve your seat 

today.  Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University 9-week class, led by Jim 

Kronenberger and Amy Fullenkamp, is coming to Holy Redeemer, Sundays, 

February 10 thru April 7 – 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Learn practical ways to take control of 

your money, create a budget, pay off debt, make wise spending choices, save for 

the future, and so much more.  Contact the parish to register with the group (based 

on available packages). Or you can register online at https://fpu.com/1077829  for 

$109.  This pays for the 9-week class, all class materials, and university 

membership for a year. Keep in mind, Financial Peace University memberships 

make excellent Christmas gifts.  

https://fpu.com/1077829

