
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

New Parishioners:  We would love to officially welcome you into our family. 

     Registration forms are available online, in folders in the 

    church entrance, or by contacting the parish office. 

Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents.  Scheduled on the 2nd 

           Monday in March, July, and November.     
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office. 

Pastoral Council:  Chair: Jonathan Dietz, 937.489.9008 
    Co-Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753 

Prayer Line: 419.778.3632, 419.629.2406, 419.629.2639 

Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440 

 

                      
 

 

 

 

                
 

120 South Eastmoor Drive 
         Post Office Box 67 
        New Bremen, OH 45869   
        419.629.2543 
                           

                              
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

Monday 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 12:05 p.m. 

Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. 
 

  
 

Saturday 4:00 – 4:15 p.m. 

Mon/Thu 6:15 – 6:45 p.m. 

Tue/Fri 8:00 – 8:20 a.m. 

Wed 11:30 – 11:50 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

      

  

    
                                         
         

  

  

        

  

        

    

         

  

  

   

   

   

   

               

                                    

    

    

         

     

                                   

         
                    
  

Mass Schedule: 

Reconciliation: 

Adoration/Exposition: 

Pastoral Staff: 

July 14, 2019 

Phone: 419.629.2543   

    Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm 

                            Friday 9 am – noon  

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn 

            419.629.3031 [home] 

            hrpastor@nktelco.net 

Deacon: Greg Bornhorst 

 419.305.1977 [cell] 

          holyredeemer@nktelco.net 

Accountant: Mary Eyink 

          419.629.2226 [home] 

Coordinator of Elementary CCD and 

                    Community Outreach: 

          Kathy Pape 

          hrcre@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and 

                        Youth Ministry: 

          Jenny Sailer 

          jsailer@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of Liturgy and Music: 

          Nick Wilker 

          hrmusic@nktelco.net 

Pastoral Associate/Adult Faith/Tech: 

          Brad Feltz 

          hrtech@nktelco.net 
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Renovation Committee Update 
The fundraising committee for renovations have already 

begun contacting parishioners – our main focus is to keep our 

parishioners informed, to update parishioners, and to answer 

any questions you may have.  We are still in need of help with 

this effort – if you feel called to help out, please contact the 

parish office or come to one of the Wednesday check-in 

meetings (held every Wednesday at 8:00 p.m.).  In many 

cases, it just takes a phone call, and if you don’t know the 

answers to any questions, we will be here to help. We will 

update you with how to approach visits and the latest about 

the renovations. Our goal is to contact as many parishioners 

as we are able, so we could use more help.  Members of the 

committee will be at all Masses this weekend to answer 

any questions.   

Also, a Reminder that the renovation presentation and updates 

can be found on our website at hrcatholic.org/renovations 

(menu option “Parish Life” / “Renovations/Capital 

Campaign”).  The presentation can also be found on our 

YouTube channel or Facebook page.  Questions and 

comments are always welcome.  A FAQ document can now 

be found on the page as well.  If you have any other questions, 

please contact the parish office. 

 

Altar Flowers for this weekend were donated  
in loving birthday remembrance of 

 

Denise Lynn Clune 

 
By the John & Marilyn Clune family 

 

The Envelope You Use Does Matter 
 

Have you ever wondered where the funds go when using an 
envelope?  The envelopes with a picture of our church and 
logo, and special feast days are used as the Sunday 
contributions towards our regular budget.  Gray envelopes 
are for property maintenance and are used as needed for 
campus maintenance and groundskeeping.  The white 
envelopes are used for Sunday contributions unless you mark 
them for something else.  All other envelopes, such as Peter’s 
Pence, CRS, etc, go to the organization marked, they are not 
for Holy Redeemer’s Sunday collections.  Please verify you 
are using the correct envelope. 

OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT 

June 30 

Budget* Total Over/(Under) 

$6,577.69 $4,755.00 $(1,822.69) 
Envelopes Anonymous Students 
$4,379.00 $370.00 $6.00 

Attendance: 696 

July 7 

Budget* Total Over/(Under) 

$6,577.69 $6,220.00 $(357.69) 
Envelopes Anonymous Students 
$5,588.00 $626.00 $6.00 

Attendance: 800 

Electronic Giving (ACH) July 5: $10,100. 

2019 Birthday Fund Balance: $7,549.00 

June ** 
Budget Actual Over/(Under)  

$42,788.45 $36,215.77 $(6,572.68) 

YTD *** 
Budget Actual Over/(Under)  

$453,557.64 $479,036.12 $25,478.48 
* Weekly contribution budget excludes monthly electronic giving. 

** Monthly includes weekly collections & monthly electronic giving. 
 *** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-June) 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

  
    

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

We have heard the story of the Good Samaritan so many 
times. Have we ever realized that it is an enemy and outcast 
who is the hero of the story? Freed from laws that limit acts of 
mercy and compassion, the Samaritan becomes the example 
of how to love God by loving our neighbor. Our minds know 
what our faith teaches, and our mouths know what words to 
speak. Ultimately, deep down in our conscience, we know how 
we ought to act. Yet, as we encounter each new day, do we 
always do what we are called to do? Our neighbors live next 
to us and far away. They are down the street, sitting beside us, 
living in Mexico, Honduras, Ecuador, Guatemala, Poland, 
Russia, China, Korea, and Iraq. Our neighbors are even found 
in people who want to hurt us. How do we love them as Jesus 
asks us to? How we answer this question will determine how 
much we really love God. 
 
 

NEED A RIDE 
Do you need to get to a Doctor’s appointment but you have 

no way to get there?  Would you like to visit a relative, friend 

or someone in a nursing home but cannot drive?  Call “Need 

a Ride”.   “Need a Ride” is a group of Holy Redeemer 

Volunteers that are ready and waiting to get you where you 

need to go.  Sometimes in life, for one reason or another we 

are not always able to get where we need or really want to 

go.  If you are in need, call Kathy Pape at 419-953-6420, and 

she will try her best to get you where you need to go.  We are 

also in need of volunteers to transport people places, if you 

are willing and able please contact Kathy Pape at 

hrcre@nktelco.net or call the church at 419-629-2543.  

 

http://hrcatholic.org/renovations/
mailto:hrcre@nktelco.net


Religious Education 

  

Sharing the Gospel 
Jesus wants you to love your neighbors. He wants you 
to help your neighbors. You could help the people who 
live next door, or the people that go to your church. But 
Jesus also wants you to think bigger than that. Jesus 
wants you to help people all around the world - no 
matter where they live, and no matter what they 
believe. 
Prayer 
Lord, let me know when it is wise to help. 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of people holding hands all around the 
world. They are all our neighbors. 
Mission for the Week 
If I see someone hurt, I will stop playing to get help. 
 



The Notre Dame University to The University of Dayton (ND2UD) Bike Ride for 

Life will be coming thru New Bremen and Minster on July 22 and will be attending 

Monday night Mass at 7:00 p.m. at Holy Redeemer Church in New Bremen. This is the 

7th annual Ride for Life sponsored by Dayton Right to Life.  Each year the ride has 

come through New Bremen and Minster, and this year they will be staying overnight at 

Holy Redeemer Church.  Come join us for Mass and hear the Dayton Right to Life 

Executive Director, Margie Christie, speak about updates on right to life topics in Ohio.  

Her talk will begin immediately after Mass followed by a short Q & A with Margie and 

the participating riders.  

 

  

Take your faith wherever you go this 

summer! 
Enjoy family movie nights, get lost in 

entertaining audio dramas during long road 

trips, and get started on your summer reading 

list. Bring FORMED with you, you don’t have 

to take a vacation from your faith. 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
 

July 16 is the feast day of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. The origins of this feast 
reach all the way back to the Old Testament. In the book of Kings, we read the 
story of the prophet Elijah. Much of his prayer, fasting, and public ministry 
occurred from Carmel, a mountain in Israel. Christian hermits -- seeking solitude 
-- made their homes on the mountain during the first millennium. Over time, the 
hermits assembled into a community and were given a Rule of Life. They named 
their church after Mary -- Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Political upheaval forced 
the Carmelite order out of the Holy Land and into Europe, where they 
established monasteries for both men and women across the continent. Many 
great saints and doctors of the Church have come from the Carmelite order, 
including St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross, St. Therese of Lisieux, and St. 
Edith Stein. Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Pray for us! 



GOSPEL MEDITATION 

Loving isn't too difficult, right? Many of us are surrounded by kind, 

loving people trying to do the right thing. Indeed, to "love your neighbor 

as yourself" seems like it should be easy enough. Treat people like you 

would like to be treated. Bring the new neighbors some baked goods 

(normal and gluten-free, just in case). Chat with the bank tellers about 

their holiday weekend. Write an occasional card to your sister "just 

because." There were probably varieties of these acts of kindness in 

Jesus' day. Perhaps substituting figs for cookies. But "exchange 

pleasantries with the traveling cloth merchant" isn't the example Jesus 

gives. 

"A man fell victim to robbers... they stripped him and beat him and went 

off leaving him half-dead." The righteous pass by the scene of the dying man. The hero of the story is the one on the margins of 

Jewish society, who perhaps would not have been welcomed, in other circumstances, by the man now in the ditch. His neighborly 

love causes him to halt his journey, to tend wounds, and to pay for the man's care out of his own savings. Are we interruptible? 

Are we attentive to the hurts of others? Are we generous with our money and possessions? 

In the past few weeks, who has crossed your mind as someone in need of help? Perhaps it's an acquaintance suffering from cancer. 

Maybe it was to help a ministry at Church. Maybe you were invited to donate or volunteer to a local social cause, but it just won't 

stick in your mind (or schedule) to make it happen. The needs of people are many and varied. We can't help everyone, but God 

does place opportunities in our path for compassion and courageous love. This week, be "the one who treated him with mercy." 
 

MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS 

This Week: July 14 – Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

First Reading – Deuteronomy 30:10-14: 

"It is something very near to you, already in your mouths and in your hearts; you 

only have to carry it out." (Dt 30:14) 

Moses assured the ancient Israelites that keeping God's commandments and statutes 

are possible for those with a repentant heart and mind. Why do you think repentance 

is key to successfully following God's will? 

Second Reading – Colossians 1:15-20: 

He is the head of the body, the church. (Col 1:18a) 

Today's reading is a very early Christological hymn, revealing how the original 

believers in Jesus defined his divinity. What do we learn about Jesus from this 

hymn?  

Gospel – Luke 10:25-37:  
"But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at the 

sight." (Lk 10:33) 

With the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus taught the scholar of the law that 

both love and mercy toward others is key to living God's law. Which virtue (love or 

mercy) do you find more challenging to live by?   
 

Next Week: July 21 – Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

First Reading – Genesis 18:1-10a: 

[Abraham] said, "Sir, if I may ask you this favor, please do not go on past your servant." (Gn 18:3) 

Abraham and Sarah graciously received three visitors, modeling true hospitality. How do you imagine the elderly couple reacted 

to the news from these strangers that Sarah would bear a son within a year? 

Second Reading – Colossians 1:24-28: 

It is he whom we proclaim, admonishing everyone and teaching everyone with 

all wisdom, that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. (Col 1:28) 

Paul speaks of the Church as the body of Christ. How would you explain the 

meaning of this image to a non-believer? 

Gospel- Luke 10:38-42: 

"There is need of only one thing.  Mary has chosen the better part and it will not 

be taken from her." (Lk 10:42) 

In Jesus' visit to the home of Martha and Mary, with whom do you more closely 

identify: Martha or Mary?  

  



Have you ever wondered what the Catholic 
Church teaches about “New Age”?  You can 
find answers to this and many questions from 
A-Z at www.womenofgrace.com.  Click on the 
Blog link and the categories can be found on 
the right side of the page where you can find 
what the Catholic church teaches on this and 
many more topics. 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING are offered at the Shrine of the Holy Relics, 
2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein.  For more information or to 
register, please contact Susie Bergman by email at 
s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org or 419-925-
4532 or visit www.mariasteinshrine.org 
JULY 21: St. Peregrine Cancer Prayer Service, 

2:00 p.m. 

JULY 23 & 25: Adoration Guild Learning Series: 

Purgatory & Holiness 

 

AC Swing, a band comprised of many talented local 
musicians, will once again be performing their big band 
style music at the Crown Pavilion in New Bremen on 
August 25, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Their well-known music has 
been enjoyed throughout the area for many years.  The 
New Bremen churches will be providing a free cookout an 
hour prior to this event as well as games and activities 
for the children.  We ask that you bring beverages and 
come prepared to enjoy a night of good fellowship and 
entertainment. 
 

RURAL-URBAN MASS: The Doug and Brenda Schmitmeyer 

Family will host the 2019 Rural-Urban Mass on Thursday, July 

18, at 7 p.m. at 11811 Marshall Road, Versailles. Bishop Joseph 

Binzer will preside. At the Mass Catholic Century Farm Awards 

will be given to thirteen Catholic families who applied for the 

recognition and have farmed the same land for 100 years or 

more. Some seating will be provided, and soil and water will be 

blessed. Sts. Peter and Paul parishioners will host a reception 

after Mass. For more information contact the Catholic Social 

Action Office at 937-281-4125 or email 

rkunkler@catholiccincinnati.org  
 

ST. SEBASTIAN HOLY HOUR—Will be Monday, July 15, at 
7:00 p.m.  It is the month of the Most Precious 
Blood.  Everyone is welcome to visit Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament as we give Him the glory, honor, and praise. 
 

 

FATIMA, USA: The Spiritual Center of Maria Stein will 

commemorate Our Lady’s apparition and message at Fatima on 

Friday, August 9, at 7:30 p.m. There will also be confessions, a 

candlelight rosary, and a procession through the woods. Please 

bring your own lawn chair for seating and dress appropriately.  

Come join us.  Flyers are available at the welcome desk in the back 

of church. 

 

MERCY & MARY RETREAT: Aug. 30-31, 2019, at Our Lady 

of Perpetual Help, 3730 Broadway, Columbus, OH. Join the 

Marian Missionaries of Divine Mercy for an inspiring retreat 

featuring best-selling author and acclaimed speaker Fr. Michael 

Gaitley, MIC, author of 33 Days to Morning Glory and 33 Days to 

Merciful Love. This retreat includes five dynamic conferences 

from Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC, coffee and doughnuts, lunch with 

the Marian Missionaries, retreat Mass and Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy, personal testimonies, book signing with Fr. Gaitley and so 

much more! Register now! This popular retreat will sell out fast!  

For more information or to register, go to  

events.marianmissionaries.org/events/mercy-mary-retreat-

columbus-oh/?source=marian1092button.  
 

Archdiocesan Lay Ministry Formation: Grow in faith, 
knowledge, and skills through the Athenaeum of Ohio Lay 
Pastoral Ministry Program. We prepare ordinary Catholics 
for extraordinary service to families, parishes, and the larger 
community. Graduates serve as catechists, chaplains, 
advocates for life, permanent deacons, staff members in 
parishes and non-profit agencies, and volunteers in a wide 
variety of settings. Saturday morning and afternoon classes 
along with flexible formation components allow you to fit 
the program into a busy adult schedule. Isn’t it time you 
answer the call to deeper discipleship? Classes forming now 
for our satellite location at St. Christopher, Vandalia, 
beginning August 2019. Call 513-231-1200 or email 
smcgurgan@athenaeum.edu for information or to set up an 
interview.   
 

LAFFALOT SUMMER CAMP: New Bremen Elementary will be 
offering a Laffalot Summer Camp this summer the week of July 
22-26.  Camp runs 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and is for boys and girls 
ages 6-12 years old who love to play games and have 
fun!  Camp will be directed by Alycia Niekamp, the school 
reading specialist.  For more information, please call Pat at 513-
313-2076 or go to www.laffalotcamps.com.  
 

Tune in to the RADIO ROSARY every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on 
WCSM (96.7 FM).  It is sponsored by various church related 
groups and individuals.  Great for shut-ins & families. 

  

SHRINE SPEAKER SERIES: We are excited to offer this 

amazing four-part speaker series at the Shrine!  

Each event will begin with a meal at 5:30 p.m. and speaker at 6:30 

p.m. The cost is $30 per person per event or purchase all 4 in 

advance for $100 per person - Save $20.00! 

July 28: Christmas in July - "St. Nick isn't Just for Kids" Presented 

by Tim & Kathleen Nealeigh; August 11: International Catholic 

Celebrations - "Cultural Diversity of the Universal Catholic 

Church" Presented by Bill Krauss; September 8: Legendary Relics 

- "Why are they here?" Presented by Matthew Hess; October 13: 

Lost Treasures - "Of Granville & Marion Townships" Presented by 

Dr. Allen Bernard 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/
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Question: I've heard that faith is a theological virtue. What does that mean? 
 

Answer: To say a virtue is theological means that it comes as a gift from God.  
St. Thomas Aquinas, a Dominican monk who crafted the famous arguments for the existence of God, wrote: "This alone is 
the true knowledge of God: to know that God is beyond knowing." God is transcendent. This word comes from the Latin 
"transcendere," meaning "to climb beyond." When something is transcendent, it exists beyond our normal range of 
experience. Philosopher Peter Kreeft put it simply: "God is always more."  
While God created us in His image and likeness, too often we re-create Him in ours. We project our deepest hopes, our 
subliminal fears, and our hidden dreams, and conjure up our own image of what God could be. Yet God can never be limited 
to our own perception of Him. 
That's where faith comes in. We read in the Catechism that "faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God and 
believe all that He has said and revealed to us and all that the Holy Church proposes for our belief" (CCC 1814). We can know 
God through reason, to a point. As human beings, we want to know and understand the world around us, but God isn't in 
the world around us. He's beyond it. The best way to come to know God is not through our own clever mental maneuvering, 
but through trusting in God's revelation of Himself. We might think we know who God is, but the only way we can have any 
idea is if we trust, through the virtue of faith, who He has revealed Himself to be. 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULES – July 15 to July 21 
 

 Mon Jul 15 - 7:00 PM Tue Jul 16 - 8:30 AM Wed Jul 17 - 12:05 PM Thu Jul 18 - 7:00 PM Fri Jul 19 - 8:30 AM 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion 

Deb Kruse 
Gwen Staton 

Rita Niekamp 
Carol Opperman 

Shirley Elking 
Gwen Staton 

Dot Schwartz 
Gwen Staton 

Brad Feltz 
Janet Suchland 

Servers 
Austin Mumaw 
Jack Sailer 

Cooper Grillot 
Mary Rindler 

Sam Bernhold 
Ella Kramer 

Olivia Thornton 
Caden Wente 

Madelyn Homan 
Joshua Timmerman 

Lector Casey Dues Susan McDaniel Deb Freeman John Homan Dianne Dicke 
 

 Sat Jul 20 - 4:30 PM Sun Jul 21 - 8:00 AM Sun Jul 21 - 10:00 AM 

Cantor Tracy Selhorst  Lillian Rindler Alicia Schemmel 

CLOW   Annette Bertke 

Collection 
Counters 

  Laura Anderson 
Becky Koverman 
Julie Ziegenbusch 

Deacon Deacon Greg Bornhorst Deacon Greg Bornhorst Deacon Greg Bornhorst 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

Katlyn Broerman 
Ginny Dicke 
Mark Francis 
Samantha Kremer 
Macy Puthoff 
Ed Rump 
Laura Steineman 
Nichole Wente 

Mara Brackman 
Andrea Dietz 
Deion Hoehne 
Doris Knapke 
Hollie Kremer 
Karen Paul 
Debra Paul 
Karen Smith 

Linda Baker 
Shannon Craft 
Kyle Elking 
Erin Elsass 
Valerie Mumaw 
Shawn Niekamp 
Erica Niekamp 
Amy Speelman 
Alana Speelman 
Lillian Wilson 

Greeters John & Kathy Dicke Kurt & Christine Albers Shawn & Laura Niekamp 

Lectors 
Erin Niekamp  
Steve Bertke  

Greg Heitkamp 
Gwen Wilker 

Scott Frey  
Eric Dicke  

Mass Coordinator Mark Francis Karen Smith Amy Speelman 

Servers 
Evan Eyink 
Hayden Ranly 
Kelli Schmitmeyer 

Troy Homan 
Max Homan 
Julia Wilker 

Marcus Speelman 
Bridget Wilson 
Jack Wilson 

Ushers 

John Clune 
Steve Dwenger 
Bernie Larger 
Teresa Wente 
Clyde Wessel 

Andy Bernhold 
Matt Campbell 
Tony Eyink 
Alan Kruse 
Mary Moeller 
Bill Schemmel 

Matt Campbell 
Craig Hoffman 
Doug McNaughton 
Gary Nosek 
Larry Speelman 

 

  



Have you seen her? 
Located in the back of church is a 
traveling shrine for Schoenstatt - a 
Catholic movement that strives to live the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ through the 
example and guidance of Mary.  It has 
helped many to grow in a deeper 
understanding of our beautiful Catholic 
faith! Visit www.schoenstattofohio.org. 

              
 

 

 

 

  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  

MASS INTENTIONS: 

Mon, July 15:   St Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor  

of the Church 

7:00 pm Linda Lochtefeld 

Tue, July 16:  Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

8:30 am James Cordonnier 

Wed, July 17:   Weekday in Ordinary Time 

12:05 pm Harry Brewer 

Thu, July 18:  St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest 

7:00 pm Vernon & Cecilia Eyink 

Fri, July 19:   Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am Dorothy Bertke 

Sat, July 20: St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr 

4:30 pm Stan Wilker 

Sun, July 21: Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:00 am Holy Redeemer Parish 

 10:00 am Peggy Link 

PARISH ACTIVITIES: July 15 – July 21 
Mon 9-11:30  am VBS - parish hall 

Tue 9a-9p Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 9-11:30  am VBS - parish hall 

Wed Morning Communion to the hospital 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

 9-11:30  am VBS - parish hall 

 6:00 pm VBS - Family Fun Night 

 7:30 pm Men’s CRHP – Conference Room 

 8:00 pm Capital Campaign Update/Check-in 

Fri 1:00 pm Rosary/Communion at Elmwood  

  - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

Sun 9:30 am Communion Service at Elmwood 

- by Ministers of the Eucharist 

 Morning Communion to the Sick, Shut-ins 

    - by Ministers of the Eucharist 

 10:00 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 11:15 am  Baptism of Thiago Giovanni Benitez  

  Son of Fidel Benitez-Gutierrez and  

             Sanjuanita Garcia Benitez 

ST. KATERI TEKAKWITHA 
 

On July 14, we celebrate the feast of the "Lily of the Mohawks." St. Kateri Tekakwitha is the 

first Native American woman to be canonized. Orphaned by a smallpox outbreak, Kateri 

survived with severe scarring and impaired eyesight. Despite tragedy, she was a devout girl at 

a young age, often building crosses from sticks in the woods. When she was 18, she began 

secret instruction in the Catholic faith with French missionaries. Her commitment to 

Christianity and vow of virginity was misunderstood and ridiculed by her fellow villagers. She 

escaped to a nearby mission, where she attended daily Mass, taught the children, and cared for 

the sick and the elderly. Sometimes the greatest misunderstandings can come from those 

closest to us. Like St. Kateri, God invites us to be faithful to our commitments of faith and to 

always respond in love. 

 


