March 29, 2020

120 South Eastmoor Drive
Post Office Box 67
New Bremen, OH 45869
419.629.2543

Mass Schedule:
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

4:30 p.m.
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Saturday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Fri
Wed

4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
6:15 – 6:45 p.m.
8:00 – 8:20 a.m.
11:30 – 11:50 a.m.

Adoration/Exposition:
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff:

New Parishioners: We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration forms are available online, in folders in the
church entrance, or by contacting the parish office.
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. Scheduled on the 2nd
Monday in March, July, and November.
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.
Pastoral Council: Chair: Jonathan Dietz, 937.489.9008
Co-Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753
Prayer Line: 419.778.3632, 419.629.2406, 419.629.2639
Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440

Phone: 419.629.2543
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm
Friday 9 am – noon
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn
419.629.3031 [home]
hrpastor@nktelco.net
Deacon: Greg Bornhorst
419.305.1977 [cell]
holyredeemer@nktelco.net
Accountant: Mary Eyink
419.629.2226 [home]
Coordinator of Elementary CCD and
Community Outreach:
Kathy Pape
hrcre@nktelco.net
Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and
Youth Ministry:
Jenny Sailer
jsailer@nktelco.net
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music:
Nick Wilker
hrmusic@nktelco.net
Pastoral Associate/Tech:
Brad Feltz
hrtech@nktelco.net

Date
03/22

OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT
Over/(Under) Count
Budget*
Total
$6,502.25
$1,095.00
$(5,407.25)
February **
$34,615.38
$36,271.66
$1,656.28
YTD ***
$294,230.78 $333,049.37 $38,818.59

* Weekly contribution budget excludes give+ & monthly electronic giving.
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving.
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-February)

Confessions are still scheduled as normal. Please see
the front cover for days and times.
There has been questions about using envelopes while
church is closed. Envelopes can be mailed or dropped
off at church, or we also offer ACH or Give+ as
electronic options – see the website for details.

See our website for a Lenten instrumental reflection,
Stations of the Cross and schedule updates.

We will be live-streaming the following
Holy Week Masses on our Facebook page:
PALM SUNDAY of the LORD'S PASSION (Vigil) : Saturday, April 4 at 3:00 p.m. (Confessions 4:00 p.m.)
HOLY THURSDAY: Thursday, April 9 at 6:00 p.m. (No confessions)
GOOD FRIDAY (Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion & Death): Friday, April 10 at 3:00 p.m. (Confessions at 12-1)

EASTER SUNDAY of the LORD’S RESURRECTION (Vigil), Saturday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m.
(Confessions 4:00 p.m.)
Watch our website and Facebook page for future postings and schedules. Please remember that per
the Ohio Bishops requirements, these are NOT public Masses and per restrictions for live-streaming,
church will be cleared and the doors locked one hour prior to Mass and will reopen after Mass.

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Even though we say that we believe, there is a part of us that doesn’t. There are many times in our lives when we experience
death, whether it be the physical death of someone we love, a failed relationship, the loss of a job, or a broken dream. As we
are going through these death experiences, we can easily find ourselves reaching out to God to make it better and fix it! We
think that the proper order of life is to maintain the things of this world, especially those things that are essential to our sense
of well-being and security. We do not like change. The grieving that comes from our death experiences can keep us stuck and
in despair. If we have lost something or someone of great value, the very meaning and essence of life is lost with them. We
need gentle companions to lift us from despair and that is precisely who God desires to be in our life as well.
God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” He desperately
wants to show us the path to hope and the new life that is possible after loss and death. But our faith can be weak, and we
still prefer to cling to the memory of what we had rather than the joyful possibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes live as if
God is not real and that the transformative power of His resurrected presence is a story found in the Bible rather than a
narrative unfolding in our lives.
God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God opens new possibilities, begins new chapters, creates new verses, and brings
us to new heights! We spend so much time and energy ruminating over what we left behind yesterday that we are far too
tired to see what can unfold tomorrow. Loving someone new doesn’t negate our past loves. Embracing the love of a person,
God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t diminish the love of yesterday. Each of our loves is different, and one cannot be replaced
by another. They don’t cancel each other out. God truly has tended to every detail of our lives, and if we listen to each detail,
we find that they all lead us back to Him. Jesus wants us to come out of our closed-up tombs. Are we going to listen this time?
MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS
This Week: March 29 – Fifth Sunday of Lent
First Reading – Ezekiel 37:12-14:
You shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and have you rise from them, O my people! (Ez 37:13)
During the dark days of Israel’s exile in Babylon, the prophet Ezekiel foresaw God’s resurrection and restoration of his people.
As the season of Lent comes to a close, what parts of your life are still in need of God’s restorative power?
Psalm:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. (Ps 130)
Second Reading – Romans 8:8-11:
But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is alive because of righteousness. (Rom 8:10)
Paul assured the believers in Rome that “the Spirit of God dwells in you” and that this same Spirit will raise you from the dead.
What gives you confidence in Paul’s words?
Gospel – John 11:1-45:
Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” (Jn 11:25)
John tells us that after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, many “began to believe in him.” On what grounds do you believe
in Jesus as our Lord and Savior?
Next Week: April 5 – Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Processional Gospel – Matthew 21:1-11:
“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest.” (Mt 21:9b)
First Reading – Isaiah 50:4-7:
The Lord GOD is my help,therefore I am not disgraced. (Is 50:7a)
The prophet Isaiah speaks of his commitment to his calling regardless of the consequences he suffers. Who do you see today
modeling this depth of faith?
Psalm:
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? (Ps 22)
Second Reading – Philippians 2:6-11:
He humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Phil 2:8)
This Christological hymn in Philippians is one of the earliest attempts by believers to define who Jesus is. What do you find
interesting or provocative about how Jesus is defined here?
Gospel – Matthew 26:14-27:66:
But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top
to bottom. (Mt 27:11-50-51)
Matthew’s passion narrative has a number of unique details, including the report of “the saints” rising from their tombs and
appearing to “many” after Jesus’ resurrection. What do you think Matthew was teaching us with the inclusion of this episode?

Q: Since God knows everything we do, why do we need to go to Confession?
A: Another term for the Sacrament of Confession is the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We go to this sacrament not only to
confess our sins, but to be reconciled with God. Of course, this begs the question, “If I can pray to God on my own, why can’t
I be reconciled to God on my own?” In the seven sacraments, we recognize the importance of community. Sacraments like
baptism or matrimony happen in the context of the wider church to remind us of the communal impact of our lives. We are not
alone in our walk of faith!
We don’t need to confess our sins in front of the whole community – thank God! But going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation
is a tangible reminder that our sins affect not only ourselves and our relationship with God, but others as well. Jesus gave his
Apostles authority to forgive sins in his name. Through this sacrament, we are really, truly forgiven by God Himself. We receive
an outpouring of grace and strength to sin no more and our relationship with Christ and his Body, the Church, are restored.

Parish Directory
Photo Session
Update
Lifetouch has notified us that they are closing
and cancelling all appointments until August.
We will let you know when they will be
rescheduled – looking at some time in
September/October.
 If you can not find a time that works, please contact the
office. Good quality, high-resolution pictures can also be
emailed to the parish office if you cannot make one of the
dates. There is a fee of $5 to submit a picture.

