April 12, 2020

120 South Eastmoor Drive
Post Office Box 67
New Bremen, OH 45869
419.629.2543

Mass Schedule:
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

4:30 p.m.
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Saturday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Fri
Wed

4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
6:15 – 6:45 p.m.
8:00 – 8:20 a.m.
11:30 – 11:50 a.m.

Adoration/Exposition:
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff:

New Parishioners: We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration forms are available online, in folders in the
church entrance, or by contacting the parish office.
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. Scheduled on the 2nd
Monday in March, July, and November.
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.
Pastoral Council: Chair: Jonathan Dietz, 937.489.9008
Co-Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753
Prayer Line: 419.778.3632, 419.629.2406, 419.629.2639
Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440

Phone: 419.629.2543
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm
Friday 9 am – noon
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn
419.629.3031 [home]
hrpastor@nktelco.net
Deacon: Greg Bornhorst
419.305.1977 [cell]
holyredeemer@nktelco.net
Accountant: Mary Eyink
419.629.2226 [home]
Coordinator of Elementary CCD and
Community Outreach:
Kathy Pape
hrcre@nktelco.net
Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and
Youth Ministry:
Jenny Sailer
jsailer@nktelco.net
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music:
Nick Wilker
hrmusic@nktelco.net
Pastoral Associate/Tech:
Brad Feltz
hrtech@nktelco.net

Date
04/04

Christ is Risen!
When we live the new life promised
to us by the Resurrection, we become
what St Augustine referred to as an “Easter People”, a
people transformed into disciples and stewards who
commit to give their time, talent, and treasure in
witness. My prayer for you this Easter is that you live
as people deeply touched by the Resurrection and
proclaim: Christ is Risen, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Have a Blessed Easter, Fr Thomas Dorn
Confessions are still scheduled as normal. Please see
the front cover for days and times and our website for
added times during Holy Week.

04/06

OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT
Over/(Under) Count
Budget*
Total
$5,964.35
$3,190.00
$(2,774.35)
$440.00 Easter
$10,758.00 Monthly ACH
March **
$43,269.25
$29,064.60 $(14,204.65)
YTD ***
$337,500.03 $362,114.97 $24,614.94

* Weekly contribution budget excludes give+ & monthly electronic giving.
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving.
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-March)

There has been questions about using envelopes while
church is closed. Envelopes can be mailed or dropped
off at church (use the donations slot in the back of
church next to the restrooms). We also offer ACH or
Give+ as electronic options – There is a link on our
home page for setting up or using Give+ or ACH forms
are available on the door to the connector or on our
website (Forms page). Please contact the parish office
for questions. The office will also be open 9:00 a.m. to
noon weekdays.

GOSPEL MEDITATION
When we awoke this morning, we found ourselves blessed with another day. It is Easter Sunday. As that thought crossed our
minds, did we find ourselves saying “so what” or “alleluia”? For many, today is truly a day of alleluia. For others, it is just
another day of “so what.” Faith makes a huge difference. It not only makes a difference in how we understand today and the
significance of what we celebrate, it also makes a huge difference in terms of how we understand ourselves.
Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, follow your dreams, make money, protect your social status, be politically
correct, and keep your preferences to yourself are pretty good examples of the messages our secular life wants us to hear. In and
of themselves, they don’t sound all that harmful. But when really examined, they are. The life of resurrection embodied in the
Gospel tells us a much different story.
Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, distracted, occupied, and working. For many of us, an agenda awaits us before
we even start our day, and unfinished stuff is brought with us when we retire at night. Make the best of life and “find your own
road to happiness are messages we all too easily believe. The “so what” response to the new life of resurrection is often the
result of believing that life is only what I make it. What God has to say isn’t important to me securing my next raise.
Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we may give the wonder of heaven a blink now and then, its glory really doesn’t
impress us or matter all that much. It’s all about the here and now and what I need to do today to get where I want to be
tomorrow. We tend to put off considering the one significant “tomorrow” that will come the millisecond after we take our last
breath. When that happens, will we want to be thinking “so what?” or “alleluia”?
There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one resurrection. There is also only one of us. Have you ever pondered what one
solitary, humble human life can do? Faith, not our world, tells us how special we are. We are not robots. We are not replaceable.
We have one shot. There are no do-overs. Love is at our core and unites us together as one with the God of love who so
desperately wants us to be with Him forever. This may not match our secular agenda, but it ought to make our true inner agenda
leap for joy. There doesn’t need to be an end. I can live forever. Alleluia!
MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS
This Week: April 12 – Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
First Reading – Acts 1:34a, 37-43:
“He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the
dead.” (Acts 10:42)
Peter’s speech about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus offers us a glimpse into the Church’s earliest kerygma (oral
proclamation) about Jesus. How is Peter’s speech persuasive to you?
Psalm:
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. (Ps 118)
Second Reading – Colossians 3:1-4:
When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. (Col 3:4)
Using the metaphors of yeast and unleavened bread, Paul viewed the death and resurrection of Jesus as bringing a new life of
“sincerity and truth” to the community of believers. How does the celebration of Easter unite your faith community?
Gospel – John 20:1-9:
Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. (Jn 20:8)
Mary Magdalene is the first to realize that Jesus had risen from dead, and twice is told, “Do not be afraid.” What fears are
alleviated in you knowing that Jesus rose from the dead?
Next Week: April 19 – Second Sunday of Easter / Sunday of Divine Mercy
First Reading – Acts 2:42-47:
They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. (Acts 2:46b-47a)
According to Luke, the original community of believers in Jerusalem met daily to pray, break bread, and commit themselves to
the teaching of the Apostles. When have you experienced a similar level of communal harmony?
Psalm:
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love is everlasting. (Ps 118)
Second Reading – 1 Peter 1:3-9:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Pt 1:3)
The First Letter of Peter opens with a prayer of thanksgiving for the blessings received from the resurrection of Jesus. In what
ways do you show gratitude for Jesus’ resurrection from the dead?
Gospel – John 20:19-31:
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed.” (Jn 20:29)
John is the only evangelist to record the episode of Thomas’ initial doubt in Jesus’ resurrection. What role does doubt have in
your spiritual journey?

Q: If I go to the Sacrament of Penance and end up repeating the same sins, does
that mean I do not have a strong enough intention to amend my life?
A: There is a popular expression that says, “Be patient. God isn’t finished with me yet!” Growing in faith and holiness is an
ongoing, life-long project, and our struggle with sin is at the heart of it. As St. Paul says, the good he intends to do, he does not
do. The evil he does not intend, he does! It is not always a lack of intention, but more often the allure of evil that makes it
difficult to change.
When we confess our sins, we are to come with a fully contrite heart. You need to reflect on your true feelings toward your
actions before approaching the sacrament. After confession, there are strategies you can make to avoid falling into the same
traps of sin. First, pray for and seek out strength and perseverance through multiple sacraments, charitable work, and personal
sacrifice. Second, avoid occasions of sin when you might fail or be sorely tempted. In doing these things, remind yourself daily
that it is a spiritual war we wage, and with God’s grace, we will succeed.

Mon, Apr. 13: Monday within the Octave of Easter
Mike Heitkamp
Tue, Apr. 14: Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
Celebrant’s intention
Wed, Apr. 15: Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
Linda Lochtefeld
Thu, Apr. 16: Thursday within the Octave of Easter
Clete & Marguerite Griesdorn
Fri, Apr. 17: Friday within the Octave of Easter
Dorothy Bertke
Sat, Apr. 18: Saturday within the Octave of Easter
Holy Redeemer Parish
As of April 1, daily mass intentions are being offered during the
Sacrifice of the Mass that Fr Dorn will offer privately. All
weekend (and those that were previously scheduled between
March 16-31) mass intentions will need to be rescheduled.
Please contact the parish office. Weekend Masses will still be
for the intention of the parishioners of Holy Redeemer. A
calendar of mass intentions has been added to the calendars
page on our website. Any date without a mass intention listed,
can be added, or Fr Dorn will use that mass for all parishioners.
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Our world wants us to believe that life is only what we make of it.
Today, we realize how untrue that is. Life is ultimately about what
God makes of it, and the resurrection of Jesus reveals this. Alleluia,
Christ is risen! Who do you understand yourself to be? What we did
yesterday, are doing today, and may do tomorrow pretty much
determine how we perceive ourselves. We even perceive Jesus this
way in limiting our vision of him to his earthly accomplishments.
But, we know through today’s triumphant celebration that Christ is
much more than his earthly legacy. The transfigured and
resurrected Christ is the beginning, the end, and the fulfillment of
all things and every person. All that Jesus did stands in second place
to who we now know him to be. Do we realize that this will be our
journey too? Christ is risen. Alleluia, alleluia!

