April 19, 2020

120 South Eastmoor Drive
Post Office Box 67
New Bremen, OH 45869
419.629.2543

Mass Schedule:
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

4:30 p.m.
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Saturday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Fri
Wed

4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
6:15 – 6:45 p.m.
8:00 – 8:20 a.m.
11:30 – 11:50 a.m.

Adoration/Exposition:
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff:

New Parishioners: We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration forms are available online, in folders in the
church entrance, or by contacting the parish office.
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. Scheduled on the 2nd
Monday in March, July, and November.
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.
Pastoral Council: Chair: Jonathan Dietz, 937.489.9008
Co-Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753
Prayer Line: 419.629.2406, 419.629.2639
Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440

Phone: 419.629.2543
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm
Friday 9 am – noon
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn
419.629.3031 [home]
hrpastor@nktelco.net
Deacon: Greg Bornhorst
419.305.1977 [cell]
holyredeemer@nktelco.net
Accountant: Mary Eyink
419.629.2226 [home]
Coordinator of Elementary CCD and
Community Outreach:
Kathy Pape
hrcre@nktelco.net
Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and
Youth Ministry:
Jenny Sailer
jsailer@nktelco.net
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music:
Nick Wilker
hrmusic@nktelco.net
Pastoral Associate/Tech:
Brad Feltz
hrtech@nktelco.net

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Have you ever experienced awe? Awe is commonly
defined as a feeling of reverential respect mixed with fear
or wonder. A moment of awe has the ability to lift us up
out of ourselves and immerse us into something that causes
us to wonder about ourselves, the meaning of life, and
truth. Awe is an experience of connection that links us to
something that is beyond the normal happenings of life.
For us who believe that the resurrected Christ is present in
all of life and the totality of the universe, being touched by
awe can lead us to exclaim, “My Lord and my God!”
Pondering the vastness of God’s presence also brings us to
a profound sense of God’s mercy, which is the showering
of His unconditional love on each of His daughters and
sons. When we internalize this mystery, we may find
ourselves standing in awe once again and feeling an intense
sense of peace.
Confessions are still scheduled as normal. Please see
the front cover for days and times and our website for
added times during Holy Week.

Our Gift in Response to God’s Gift
Over/(Under) Count
Date
Budget*
Total
04/12
$5,964.35
$2,245.00
Easter
$3,970.00
$250.65
March **
$43,269.25
$29,064.60 $(14,204.65)
YTD ***
$337,500.03 $362,114.97 $24,614.94
* Weekly contribution budget excludes give+ & monthly electronic giving.
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving.
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-March)

There has been questions about using envelopes while
church is closed. Envelopes can be mailed or dropped
off at church (use the donations slot in the back of
church next to the restrooms). We also offer ACH or
Give+ as electronic options – There is a link on our
home page for setting up or using Give+ or ACH forms
are available on the door to the connector or on our
website (Forms page). Please contact the parish office
for questions. The office will also be open 9:00 a.m. to
noon weekdays.

GOSPEL MEDITATION
A person was going through a very dark time, questioning the meaning of life, not feeling very purposeful
or worthwhile, and feeling disconnected and unappreciated. Suddenly, they gazed up at the night sky,
found themselves in awe of all the stars and constellations, and exclaimed, “I am here on purpose and I
am loved!” Having been brought by God to this moment of intense connection and awareness, his life
changed from that moment on.
If we are always preoccupied with the challenges, obligations, and stuff of daily life, we can easily miss
the wonderful opportunities when the resurrected Christ is knocking at our door. If we open ourselves to
the fullness of experience, we will find ourselves listening and embracing all that is around us, being
caught up in the magnificence of creation’s grandeur and knowing in our heart and soul that God is and
I am.
While that sounds like a simple, tell-me-something-I don’t-know kind of revelation, it is life changing
when it takes root in the depth of a person’s soul. Stumbling upon this awesome truth and internalizing it
doesn’t require an assent of the mind. It beckons for a claim on our soul. We find ourselves knowing
something profound that cannot be explained or reasoned, but purely is. When we are caught up in an
experience and encounter the truth, it doesn’t matter how all of the pieces got put together. Truth is simply
truth. The “my Lord and my God” responses we utter are not evoked because all of the pieces of faith and life make reasonable
sense. The “my Lord and my God” affirmations come when we are lifted up out of our preoccupations and silliness and are in
the presence of mystery and mercy.
God is mystery, one who is beyond our grasp but at the same time within our reach, knowable yet unknowable. And when in
the presence of mystery, there comes an intense experience of mercy. We know deep within the essence of ourselves — and in
the very life of creation — this beating, unconditionally accepting, life-sustaining, profound, mysterious yet familiar presence
of love. We have found our peace. “Peace be with you.” Breathe in and breathe out. Peace.
©LPi
MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS
This Week: April 19 – Second Sunday of Easter / Sunday of Divine Mercy
First Reading – Acts 2:42-47:
They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. (Acts 2:46b-47a)
According to Luke, the original community of believers in Jerusalem met daily to pray, break bread, and commit themselves to
the teaching of the Apostles. When have you experienced a similar level of communal harmony?
Psalm:
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love is everlasting. (Ps 118)
Second Reading – 1 Peter 1:3-9:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Pt 1:3)
The First Letter of Peter opens with a prayer of thanksgiving for the blessings received from the resurrection of Jesus. In what
ways do you show gratitude for Jesus’ resurrection from the dead?
Gospel – John 20:19-31:
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed.” (Jn 20:29)
John is the only evangelist to record the episode of Thomas’ initial doubt in Jesus’ resurrection. What role does doubt have in
your spiritual journey?
Next Week: April 26 – Third Sunday of Easter
First Reading – Acts 2:14, 22-23:
“God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses. Exalted at the right hand of God, he received the promise of the Holy Spirit
from the Father.” (Acts 2:32-33a)
In his first speech in Acts, Peter focuses on God’s work in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. What do you think the
resurrection of Jesus says about God?
Psalm:
Lord, you will show us the path of life. (Ps 16)
Second Reading - 1Peter 1:17-21:
He was known before the foundation of the world but revealed in the final time for you. (1 Pt 1:20)
Peter asserts that the resurrection of Jesus should give believers “faith and hope” in God. How do you remain focused on this
objective in your spiritual journey?
Gospel – Luke 24:13-35:
“The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!” (Lk 24:34)
Jesus’ resurrection appearance to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus is one of the most well-known and beloved
resurrection stories. What do you think makes this resurrection account so appealing?
©LPi

Mon, Apr. 20: Easter Weekday
Tom & Irene Freisthler
Tue, Apr. 21: Easter Weekday
St. Anselm, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Lendor & Elodie Sollman
Wed, Apr. 22: Easter Weekday
Paul & MaryAnn Kremer
Thu, Apr. 23: Easter Weekday
St. George, Martyr
St. Adalbert, Bishop & Martyr
Zoe Lane
Fri, Apr. 24: Easter Weekday
St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest & Martyr
Living & deceased, Showalter family
Sat, Apr. 25: St. Mark, Evangelist
Holy Redeemer Parish

As of April 1, daily mass intentions are being offered
during the Sacrifice of the Mass that Fr Dorn will offer
privately. All weekend (and those that were previously
scheduled between March 16-31) mass intentions will
need to be rescheduled. Please contact the parish
office. Weekend Masses will still be for the intention of
the parishioners of Holy Redeemer. A calendar of mass
intentions has been added to the calendars page on our
website. Any date without a mass intention listed, can
be added, or Fr Dorn will use that mass for all
parishioners.

The Image of The Divine Mercy
The Image of The Divine Mercy originated from a vision St. Faustina had on Feb. 22, 1931. She recorded the event in her Diary,
which she kept at the Lord's request. She wrote: In the evening, when I was in my cell, I saw the Lord Jesus clothed in a white
garment. One hand [was] raised in the gesture of blessing; the other was touching the garment at the breast. From beneath the
garment, slightly drawn aside at the breast, there were emanating two large rays, one red, the other pale. In silence I kept my
gaze fixed on the Lord; my soul was struck with awe, but also with great joy. After a while, Jesus said to me, "Paint an image
according to the pattern you see, with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image be venerated, first in your
chapel, and [then] throughout the world" (Diary, 47).
Under the direction of St. Faustina and her confessor, Blessed Michael, Sopocko, the artist Eugene Kazimirowski, of Vilnius,
painted the image in 1934-35. Saint Faustina was not impressed, to say the least. She felt that the painted image was not even
close in magnificence to the vision she had of our Lord. Incidentally, other artists have since painted their own versions of the
Image of The Divine Mercy, including the one shown here and in our Divine Mercy Chapel by Robert Skemp. This original was
painted on wood and given to Pope John Paul II.
So, what does the image mean? The Image of The Divine Mercy represents the risen Christ whose hands and feet bear the
marks of the Crucifixion. When asked about the meaning of the rays from His pierced Heart, Jesus explained, "The pale ray stands
for the Water which makes souls righteous. The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls. ... These two rays issued
forth from the very depths of My tender mercy when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance
on the Cross" (Diary, 299). In other words, these two rays signify the sacraments of mercy
(Baptism and Penance), and the Eucharist. The Eucharist is the blood of souls, carrying lifesustaining food for our spiritual journey. The water is analogous to the sacraments of Baptism
and Penance, in that through these sacraments our souls are washed clean.
Jesus attached many promises to those who venerate the image. What does it mean to
venerate an image? It simply means we regard with great respect and reverence the person
portrayed in the image, an action which is not contrary to the First Commandment. He said,
"By means of this image I shall be granting many graces to souls; so let every soul have access
to it" (Diary, 570). Jesus also said: "I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will
not perish. I also promise victory over [its] enemies already here on earth, especially at the
hour of death. I Myself will defend it as My own glory" (Diary, 48).
Our Lord requested that the image be venerated on the Feast of Divine Mercy (The First
Sunday after Easter, which we now call Divine Mercy Sunday) as well. Jesus told St. Faustina,
"I want this image, which you will paint with a brush, to be solemnly
blessed on the first Sunday after Easter; that Sunday is to be the Feast of Mercy" (Diary, 49).
Let us reflect on Jesus' Passion and love for us. In times of adversity, discouragement,
anxiety and fear, let us say with conviction in our hearts,

"Jesus, I trust in You!"

