April 5, 2020

120 South Eastmoor Drive
Post Office Box 67
New Bremen, OH 45869
419.629.2543

Mass Schedule:
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

4:30 p.m.
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Saturday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Fri
Wed

4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
6:15 – 6:45 p.m.
8:00 – 8:20 a.m.
11:30 – 11:50 a.m.

Adoration/Exposition:
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff:

New Parishioners: We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration forms are available online, in folders in the
church entrance, or by contacting the parish office.
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. Scheduled on the 2nd
Monday in March, July, and November.
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.
Pastoral Council: Chair: Jonathan Dietz, 937.489.9008
Co-Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753
Prayer Line: 419.778.3632, 419.629.2406, 419.629.2639
Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440

Phone: 419.629.2543
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm
Friday 9 am – noon
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn
419.629.3031 [home]
hrpastor@nktelco.net
Deacon: Greg Bornhorst
419.305.1977 [cell]
holyredeemer@nktelco.net
Accountant: Mary Eyink
419.629.2226 [home]
Coordinator of Elementary CCD and
Community Outreach:
Kathy Pape
hrcre@nktelco.net
Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and
Youth Ministry:
Jenny Sailer
jsailer@nktelco.net
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music:
Nick Wilker
hrmusic@nktelco.net
Pastoral Associate/Tech:
Brad Feltz
hrtech@nktelco.net

Date
03/29

We will be live-streaming the following
Holy Week Masses on our Facebook page:
PALM SUNDAY of the LORD'S PASSION (Vigil) :
Saturday, April 4 at 3:00 p.m. (Confessions 4:00 p.m.)
HOLY THURSDAY:
Thursday, April 9 at 6:00 p.m. (No Confessions)
GOOD FRIDAY (The Lord’s Passion & Death):
Friday, April 10 at 3:00 p.m. (Confessions at 12-1)

HOLY SATURDAY (Easter Vigil):
Saturday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m. (Confessions 4:00 p.m.)

EASTER SUNDAY of the RESURRECTION of
the LORD:

OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT
Over/(Under) Count
Budget*
Total
$6,502.25
$1,642.00
$(4,860.25)
February **
$34,615.38
$36,271.66
$1,656.28
YTD ***
$294,230.78 $333,049.37 $38,818.59

* Weekly contribution budget excludes give+ & monthly electronic giving.
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving.
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-February)

Confessions are still scheduled as normal. Please see
the front cover for days and times.
There has been questions about using envelopes while
church is closed. Envelopes can be mailed or dropped
off at church (use the donations slot in the back of
church next to the restrooms). We also offer ACH or
Give+ as electronic options – There is a link on our
home page for setting up or using Give+ or ACH
forms are available on the door to the connector or on
our website (Forms page). Please contact the parish
office for questions. The office will be open 9:00 a.m.
to noon weekdays.

Sunday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m. (No Confessions)
Watch our website and Facebook page for future
postings and schedules. Please remember that per
the Ohio Bishops requirements, these are NOT public
Masses and per restrictions for live-streaming, church
will be cleared and the doors locked one hour prior
to Mass and will reopen after Mass.

See our website for a Lenten instrumental reflection, Stations
of the Cross and schedule updates.

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Human beings are united in their suffering. When we find ourselves in a painful moment, our first reaction is “why me?” as if
we are the only person on earth who ever encountered this challenge. Going through life with a “why me” attitude only finds us
wallowing in the mire of self-pity and never seizing opportunities or graces. We walk in solidarity with every human being in
the experience of suffering. Believing that the goal of life is the elimination or avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that
keeps us entrenched in a collective myth. This myth distorts us and limits us.
There are living witnesses among us showing how courage and determination can overcome any degree of hardship, pain, loss,
or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of their lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with options: opportunity or despair, stay
or leave. Jesus stands before us as the prime example of endurance and perseverance. He is the One who showed humility
through both the triumphs of life (by learning to be humble) and the tragedies and injustices (by learning how to be obedient).
To secular ears, this may be perceived as nonsense. But to those with the eyes of faith, they are pearls of great price.
True humility tempers the temptation we have to become complacent and prevents an excessive relishing of life’s successes and
affirmations. Learning obedience keeps us faithful to our relationship with God so that we can find the courage to endure any
depth of hardship, disappointment, betrayal, or agony. While we may want our cup of suffering to be taken away, it simply
cannot be. Somehow and somewhere in the seemingly opposing experiences life can deal us, God is present with His reassuring,
compassionate, empowering, and persevering love. To be true to who we are and who God is, we must take up the cross of
suffering, even when it’s the hardest and most apparently senseless thing to do.
Only our soul can understand these things, but our minds cannot, so they continue to run to secular ideas and solutions to pain
and hardship. It goes without saying that we need to do all we can to eliminate as much senseless, unjust suffering as possible.
Hunger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, prejudice, homelessness, disrespect for life, and a whole host of other sins all
result in suffering that is within our control.
MASS SCRIPTURE READINGS & REFLECTIONS
This Week: April 5 – Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Processional Gospel – Matthew 21:1-11:
“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest.” (Mt 21:9b)
First Reading – Isaiah 50:4-7:
The Lord GOD is my help,therefore I am not disgraced. (Is 50:7a)
The prophet Isaiah speaks of his commitment to his calling regardless of the consequences he suffers. Who do you see today
modeling this depth of faith?
Psalm:
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? (Ps 22)
Second Reading – Philippians 2:6-11:
He humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Phil 2:8)
This Christological hymn in Philippians is one of the earliest attempts by believers to define who Jesus is. What do you find
interesting or provocative about how Jesus is defined here?
Gospel – Matthew 26:14-27:66:
But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top
to bottom. (Mt 27:11-50-51)
Matthew’s passion narrative has a number of unique details, including the report of “the saints” rising from their tombs and
appearing to “many” after Jesus’ resurrection. What do you think Matthew was teaching us with the inclusion of this episode?
Next Week: April 12 – Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
First Reading – Acts 1:34a, 37-43:
“He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the
dead.” (Acts 10:42)
Peter’s speech about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus offers us a glimpse into the Church’s earliest kerygma (oral
proclamation) about Jesus. How is Peter’s speech persuasive to you?
Psalm:
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. (Ps 118)
Second Reading – Colossians 3:1-4:
When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. (Col 3:4)
Using the metaphors of yeast and unleavened bread, Paul viewed the death and resurrection of Jesus as bringing a new life of
“sincerity and truth” to the community of believers. How does the celebration of Easter unite your faith community?
Gospel – John 20:1-9:
Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. (Jn 20:8)
Mary Magdalene is the first to realize that Jesus had risen from dead, and twice is told, “Do not be afraid.” What fears are
alleviated in you knowing that Jesus rose from the dead?

Q: Why do Catholics make the sign of the cross?
A: The sign of the cross is a devotional practice that dates back to the first Apostles. When making the sign of the cross, we
remember Jesus Christ who died for us and also bear witness to the fact that we belong to Him and are called to share the
Good News to all the world. At our Baptism, we were signed with a cross and marked for Christ. That mark remains on us
throughout the entirety of our lives. We remind ourselves of that mark every time we make the same gesture over our
bodies. We also remind ourselves that to be a Christian means we are to “put on Christ” and be Christ for a world that needs
to know Him. In a way, this devotional gesture covers us with Christ so that others may see Him in us.

Parish Directory
Photo Session
Update
Lifetouch has notified us that they are
closing and cancelling all appointments
until August. We will let you know when
they will be rescheduled – looking at
some time in September/October.
 If you can not find a time that works, please contact the
office. Good quality, high-resolution pictures can also
be emailed to the parish office if you cannot make one
of the dates. There is a fee of $5 to submit a picture.

The Stillness of Holy Saturday
Holy Thursday brings us the Last Supper. On Good Friday, we
exalt the cross and commemorate the death of Jesus. On Easter
Sunday, we celebrate! But what about the day in between?
Between death and life, the time holds its breath. For the first
disciples, Holy Saturday was a day of silence, sorrow, and waiting.
But redemption is already beginning! Jesus descends to the dead
and frees righteous souls awaiting eternal life. On our own Holy
Saturdays, we too wait in silence. But it is not the silence of
disappointment and confusion. It is the silence of anticipation.
Soon and very soon, dawn will alight on the horizon, and the stone
will be rolled back. Until then, we wait in stillness.

