May 10, 2020

120 South Eastmoor Drive
Post Office Box 67
New Bremen, OH 45869
419.629.2543

Mass Schedule:
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

4:30 p.m.
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Saturday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Fri
Wed

4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
6:15 – 6:45 p.m.
8:00 – 8:20 a.m.
11:30 – 11:50 a.m.

Adoration/Exposition:
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff:

New Parishioners: We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration forms are available online, in folders in the
church entrance, or by contacting the parish office.
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. Scheduled on the 2nd
Monday in March, July, and November.
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.
Pastoral Council: Chair: Jonathan Dietz, 937.489.9008
Co-Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753
Prayer Line: 629.629.2981, 419.629.2406 or 419.629.2639
Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440

Phone: 419.629.2543
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm
Friday 9 am – noon
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn
419.629.3031 [home]
hrpastor@nktelco.net
Deacon: Greg Bornhorst
419.305.1977 [cell]
holyredeemer@nktelco.net
Accountant: Mary Eyink
419.629.2226 [home]
Coordinator of Elementary CCD and
Community Outreach:
Kathy Pape
hrcre@nktelco.net
Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and
Youth Ministry:
Jenny Sailer
jsailer@nktelco.net
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music:
Nick Wilker
hrmusic@nktelco.net
Pastoral Associate/Tech:
Brad Feltz
hrtech@nktelco.net

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
What do you imagine the resurrected life of heaven to be
like? When we try to get our minds around such an
enormous concept, we can easily find ourselves at a loss.
For some folks, the enormity of the question actually
causes them to ignore the reality of heaven or even
conclude that it does not exist. Jesus knew that the
magnitude and grandeur of eternal life are really too much
for us to grasp. He kept it simple and described it in terms
of relationship. The disciples treasured their relationship
with Jesus, and he assured them, “Where I am you also may
be.” Ultimately, that was enough for them to know. They
would be with him. Strengthen your relationship with God
as He is the way, the truth, and the life. Is the assurance
that you will be with Him enough for you as well?
Envelopes can be mailed or dropped off at church (use
the donations slot in the back of church next to the
restrooms). We also offer ACH or Give+ as electronic
options – There is a link on our home page for setting up
or using Give+ or ACH forms are available on the door
to the connector or on our website (Forms page). Please
contact the parish office for questions. The office is open
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. weekdays.
Masses will continue to be live streamed on our YouTube
channel and Facebook page, Saturdays at 3:00 p.m. Please
see our website for links and updates. Also, check out our
Marian music reflections on Facebook and YouTube.

Our Gift in Response to God’s Gift
Over/(Under) Count
Date
Budget*
Total
05/03
$5,964.35
$2,315.00
Easter
$660.00
$(2,989.35)
Monthly ACH $10,758.00
April **
$34,615.38
$28,076.00
$(6,539.38)
YTD ***
$372,115.41 $391,310.97 $19,195.56
* Weekly contribution budget excludes give+ & monthly electronic giving.
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving.
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-April)

STEWARDSHIP IS PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD.
Confessions are still scheduled as normal. Please see
the front cover or our website for days and times.
As of April 1, daily mass intentions are being offered during
the Sacrifice of the Mass that Fr Dorn will offer privately. All
weekend (and those that were previously scheduled
between March 16-31) mass intentions will need to be
rescheduled. Please contact the parish office to
reschedule. Weekend Masses will still be for the intention
of the parishioners of Holy Redeemer. A calendar of mass
intentions has been added to the calendars page on our
website. Any date without a mass intention listed, can be
added, or Fr Dorn will use that mass for all parishioners.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
When earthly lives end, especially when the person is
younger, we tend to focus upon and consider what was lost.
We think of lost opportunities — things they won’t be able
to see, babies they won’t be able to cradle, and adventures
that now must go undiscovered. Our minds create this chasm
between earth and heaven that sees the losses of this life as
permanent ones, never possible to achieve again. This
perception causes many folks to remain stuck in their grief
as they ponder all of the missed opportunities and regrets.
This is not resurrection thinking. All of the love that we can
give and receive, the joy and elation that can be experienced,
the adventures that can be undertaken, and the possibilities
to be discovered are all part of a continuous journey. They
are not ends in and of themselves but are all part of the
unfolding of a relationship we have with God, who not only
makes all of these wonderful things possible now but
sustains them and fulfills them into eternity. The perception
and experience of loss is really an illusion, because in God’s
eternal kingdom and in God’s time, nothing is ever lost. Even
the most intimate and tender of moments we can conceive of
sharing with another human being are only part of a journey
toward perfect intimate and tender moments to be shared
with God in our resurrected life. We become like God and
see God as He is in eternity. What greater joy, love, and hope
can ever be discovered as we walk down our often dimly lit
paths in this world.
This is an awesome wonder and magnificent news to behold.
Call to mind someone you have lost in death. How do you
see them now? How do you see yourself in heaven? Remind
yourself, again, that God is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Our happiness is not going to be fully realized in this world,
and there is nothing we can find here that cannot be found
one hundred fold in eternity. It’s all about relationship, and
not solely about the relationships we have with each other,
ourselves, and the world in which we live. It’s about our
relationship with God. If we realize how special that one
relationship really is, then there is only one particular of
heaven and life eternal that really matters: namely, that we
fall into love eternal and discover truth. For when we finally
close our eyes in death, then all will be well as long as we
are with God. There are no losses, only gains.
©LPi

This Week: May 10 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
First Reading – Acts 6:1-7:
The word of God continued to spread, and the number of the
disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly. (Acts 6:7a)
In today’s reading, Luke offers an example of the cultural tensions
that existed in the early Church between the Hellenists (Gentiles)
and the Hebrews (Jews). The resolution resided in offering service
to the other. Why do you think service can be a key to resolving
community conflict?
Psalm 33:
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
Second Reading – 1 Peter 2:4-9:
You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
of his own, so that you may announce the praises” of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Pt 2:9)
Peter emphasizes the importance of faith in Christ for building a
strong spiritual house. How has the gift of faith strengthened your
home?
Gospel – John 14:1-12:
Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” (Jn 14:6)
In his farewell discourse, Jesus encourages the disciples,
“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” What inspires you in
times of spiritual doubt?
Next Week: May 17 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
First Reading – Acts 8:5-8, 14-17:
Then they laid hands on them and they received the Holy
Spirit. (Acts 8:17)
In Acts 2, Luke records how the Holy Spirit initially
descended upon the Jewish believers in Jerusalem. In today’s
reading, we hear how the Holy Spirit also descended upon the
Samaritans who believed in Jesus. What lesson do you think
Luke is conveying to us?
Psalm 66:
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
Second Reading – 1 Peter 3:15-18:
For Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the
sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God. (1 Pt
3:18a)

Peter advocates for being prepared to defend the faith, even
in the face of danger. How does one find the courage to
defend the faith in a hostile environment?
Gospel – John 14:15-21:
“I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a little
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me,
because I live and you will live.” (Jn 14:18-19)
Jesus reveals to his disciples that the intimacy between
himself, the Holy Spirit, and the Father can be shared with
fellow believers. How do you experience the intimacy of our
triune God?

Mon, May 11: Easter Weekday
Deceased of Henry & Thelma Schmitmeyer
family
Tue, May 12: Easter Weekday
St. Nereus & Achilleus, Martyrs
St. Pancras, Martyr
Mary Heitkamp
Wed, May 13: Easter Weekday
Our Lady of Fatima
Norman Hoying
Thu, May 14: St. Matthias, Apostle
Leo & Esther Schwartz
Fri, May 15: Easter Weekday
St. Isidore
Living & Deceased Richard Langenkamp
family
Sat, May 16: Easter Weekday (live streamed)
Armed Forces Day
Holy Redeemer Parish
Q: Why do Catholics call priests Father?
A: One of the common objections evangelical Christians have to Catholics
is our practice of calling priests by the title Father. They will often cite a
passage in Matthew’s Gospel in which Jesus tells his followers: “Call no
one on earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven” (23:19). It
seems pretty straightforward, but when we put this verse in context, we see
that Jesus is speaking out against religious leaders who had forgotten what
their proper role was and who were bad examples through their own
hypocrisy and elitist attitudes.
In other Gospels, we find Jesus himself using the title father for different
characters, such as in the Parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man (Luke
16:19-31]) and the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). If we put
the verse from Matthew into the full scope of Jesus’ teachings, he isn’t
saying that we can’t use words like “father,” “rabbi,” or “master.” Rather,
he is telling us that we should be mindful of the full meaning of those titles
and not to misuse them.
To call a priest “Father” is more than a sign of respect for the office of the
priesthood. It goes all the way back to the way St. Paul understood his own
work as a missionary and evangelizer. Paul wrote, “I am writing you in this
way not to shame you but to admonish you as my beloved children … It
was I who begot you in Christ Jesus through my preaching of the Gospel.
I beg you, then, be imitators of me. This is why I have sent you Timothy,
my beloved and faithful son in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:14-17).
Yes, we have God alone as our heavenly Father, but there are also those
here with us who nurture and nourish our faith through their teaching and
care. This is why the title of Father has been applied to the church’s pastors
in different ways since the earliest days of the Church, including monks
and nuns using the title “abbot” and “abbess” (from abba) for their spiritual
leaders. The title Father is a reminder that priests have a special
responsibility to care for, protect, feed, listen to, and nourish those who
have been entrusted to them, all after the example of our Father in heaven
who never ceases to give us what we truly need.
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