November 29, 2020

120 South Eastmoor Drive
Post Office Box 67
New Bremen, OH 45869
419.629.2543

Mass Schedule:
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

4:30 p.m.
8:00, 9:30,11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Saturday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Fri
Wed

4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
6:15 – 6:45 p.m.
8:00 – 8:20 a.m.
11:30 – 11:50 a.m.

Adoration/Exposition:
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff:

New Parishioners: We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration forms are available online, in folders in the
church entrance, or by contacting the parish office.
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. Scheduled on the 2nd
Monday in March, July, and November.
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.
Pastoral Council: Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753
Co-Chair: Jim Kaiser, 419.953.3316
Prayer Line: 419.629.2981, 419.629.2406 or 419.629.2639
Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440

Phone: 419.629.2543
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm
Fri
9 am – noon
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn
419.629.3031 [rectory]
hrpastor@nktelco.net
Deacon: Greg Bornhorst
419.305.1977 [cell]
holyredeemer@nktelco.net
Accountant: Mary Eyink
419.629.2226 [home]
Coordinator of Elementary CCD and
Community Outreach:
Kathy Pape
hrcre@nktelco.net
Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and
Youth Ministry:
Jenny Sailer
jsailer@nktelco.net
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music:
Nick Wilker
hrmusic@nktelco.net
Pastoral Associate/Tech:
Brad Feltz
hrtech@nktelco.net

LIVE THE LITURGY
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Be watchful! Be alert! The core message of Advent
cannot be more direct or simple. As those who are
postured in a spirit of readiness and anticipation, we
must always be attentive and vigilant. We have to be
ready not only for the anticipated arrival of our Lord,
but watchful and attentive to the unexpected visit as
well. While we know that Christ is coming, we do not
know the exact time. Cultivating this expectant
attitude is the purpose of this season. It is easy to grow
slack, inattentive, and too self-assured. We can easily
deaden ourselves to the wonder and surprise of God’s
presence. We get so absorbed in so many other
distractions that it can seem like Christ’s second
coming, and even Christ’s coming in time are of lesser
importance. When it finally dawns on us that we have
wandered far away from where we need to be, and lost
our attentiveness and focus, we will wonder how this
all happened. We may even try to put the onus on God
and blame God for a lack of involvement or presence.
We are the ones, who through our own choice, put the
distance in our relationship and lost touch. Now it’s
time to come back and perk ourselves up a bit!

Date
11/22

Our Gift in Response to God’s Gift
Over/(Under) Count
Budget*
Total
$6,523.29
$3,444.00
$(3,079.29)
728
October **
$36,346.16
$30,212.50
$(6,133.66)
YTD ***
$154,471.18
$133,210.65 $(21,260.53)

* Weekly contribution budget excludes give+ & monthly electronic giving.
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving.
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-October)

STEWARDSHIP IS PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD.
November 21/22 Mass Counts
Sat 4:30

Sun 8:00

158
145
Total Online views:

Sun 9:30

Sun 11:00

Total

263
Facebook: 213

162
YouTube: 25

728
238
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Welcome to the Church

Son of Jonathan & Andrea (Homan) Dietz

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
You are at the eye doctor and it is time for the peripheral
vision test. You know the one. It’s where you put your
head up to a contraption and have to click a switch every
time you see a squiggly line. If you don’t concentrate
and maintain optimal focus, you will miss them and
skew the outcome of the test. You can easily find
yourself with a diagnosis that really isn’t accurate!
Concentration and focus are key to succeeding with this
evaluation. They are also key to developing a healthy,
vibrant spiritual life. If we do not bring our full
consciousness to the task, concentrate with all our
might, be watchful and vigilant, we are not going to see
God’s loving presence flashing before our eyes!
That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can easily
get distracted, focus on nonessential and superficial
things and lose touch with what really matters. Our
attentions wander. We daydream and even become a bit
overwhelmed and tired. All of the stresses and demands
of life consume us and we find ourselves constantly
trying to play catch up rather than relishing the moment
of the now. “Now” moments are so fleeting. They flash
before us like those squiggly lines on a screen. Present
moments go as quickly as they come but it is important
to discover them and rest in them as often as we can.
Though gone in a flash, these now moments of
encounter with God teach powerful lessons and offer a
grounding in truth that can be found nowhere else. It’s
the grace of Advent to become watchful and attentive
because we are never sure when God will surprise us.
God loves surprises and love thrives on them! God’s
now moments of surprises come as tender instants of
intimate connection where I find profound peace,
experience joy, and rest in love. These are Advent times
reflective of the now moments when Christ first was
born, when God surprises us during every time we care
to watch and when the great surprise of Christ’s second
coming dawns upon us all. But, to discover the grandeur
and experience the awe of these now times, we have to
be ready. We have to want to be there. We have to
believe. And, we have to have the desire to soak in as
much as we can in the time we have before us.
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November 29 – First Sunday of Advent
First Reading – Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7:
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, with the
mountains quaking before you. (Is 63:19b)
We hear today the prophet Isaiah’s internal spiritual struggle as he
questions God’s ways and decries our human tendency to sin. What
spiritual struggles do you need to confront as we enter into the season
of Advent?
Psalm 80:
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your
face and we shall be saved.
Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 1:3-9:
God is faithful, and by him you were
called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. (1 Cor 1:9)
In his opening words to the Corinthian
Christians, Paul reminds the faithful of
God’s fidelity to those who believe in his
Son. He then cites examples of the
blessings they have received since coming
to the faith. What are some blessings you have received in your faith
journey?
Gospel – Mark 13:33-37:
“Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house is
coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in
the morning.” (Mk 13:35)
Jesus instructs his disciples to be vigilant for the end times. How can
you make this spiritual discipline a focus of your Advent season this
year?
Next Week: December 6 – Second Sunday of Advent
First Reading – Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11:
A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the LORD! Make
straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! (Is 40:3)
Five hundred years before the birth of Christ, Isaiah prophesied
these words of comfort and hope to the Israelites captive in
Babylon. What would bring comfort and hope to you in this season
of Advent?
Psalm 85:
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
Second Reading – 2 Peter 3:8-14:
The day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens
will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will be
dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything done on it will be
found out. (2 Pt 3:10)
Today we hear how Peter challenged those in his day who denied
that Christ would return. Peter argued that our human timeline is
not God’s timeline. How do you reason with people today who deny
the fundamentals of our faith?
Gospel – Mark 1:1-8:
“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop
and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with
water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mk 1:7b-8)
Mark opens his Gospel by presenting the words and activities of
John the Baptist in the context of fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy heard
in our first reading. Why do you think connecting Isaiah to John the
Baptist was important to Mark and his community?

Tell the students to give up their small
ambitions and come eastward to preach
the Gospel of Christ.
St. Francis Xavier

GOSPEL
When you play on a sports team, you learn how to pay attention. Your coach reminds you and your teammates to stay
ready. Those are good lessons to learn, because Jesus wants you to pay attention, too. Keep your eyes and your mind
on Jesus, so you’re ready when he comes.

PRAYER
Jesus, help me to be ready for You.

MISSION FOR THE WEEK
I plan to be consistent in praying to be ready when Jesus calls me into heaven.

Fr. Dorn, Fr. Mannebach, and Fr. Wilker would like to express their
Congratulations to the New Bremen football and volleyball teams on their
great seasons!

If we strive for goals, relishing in the pleasure of circumstance, nothing is enjoyable, and life becomes
purposeless.
St. Andrew the Apostle

MINISTRY SCHEDULES – November 30 to December 6

At this Christmas
when Christ
comes, will He
find a warm
heart?
St. Mother Teresa

Mon, Nov 30
7:00 PM
Lector
Rosary
Servers

Tue, Dec 1,
8:30 AM

Wed, Dec 2,
12:05 PM

Gwen Staton

Susan McDaniel

Susan McDaniel

Brad Feltz

Nancy Topp

Diane Bensman

Rita Kramer
Kaye Wint

Jennifer Sailer

Diane Naseman

Iva Lou Bergman
Bert McDermitt

Eli Dues
Rebecca Wilker

Fri, Dec 4
8:30 AM

Ryan Dwenger
Alexandra Kremer
Sat, Dec 5
4:30 PM

Sun, Dec 6
8:00 AM

A/V Coordinator
Cantor

Thu, Dec 3,
7:00 PM

Sun, Dec 6
9:30 AM

Sun, Dec 6
11:00 AM

Brad Feltz
Logan O'Neill

Jon Russell

Kim Homan

Alicia Schemmel
Laura Anderson
Jason This
Julie Ziegenbusch

Collection
Counters
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
(EMsHC)

Katlyn Broerman
Dan Homan
Jane Homan
Teresa Wuebker

Mara Brackman
Eric Francis
Deb Kruse
Marilyn Nerderman

Erica Niekamp
Shawn Niekamp
Ed Rump
Gwen Staton (sub)

Michelle Dicke
Andrea Dietz (sub)
Lisa Feltz
Susan Niekamp

Lectors

John Homan
Susan McDaniel

Greg Heitkamp
Dawn McNaughton

Joe McGovern
Erin Niekamp

Casey Dues
Rodney Bertke

Mass Coordinator

Jean Homan

Mark Francis

Matt Dwenger

Brad Feltz

Rosary

Beth Thieman

Jason Garman

Servers

Emma Eshleman
David Homan
Gavin Pleiman

Andrew McNaughton
Gavin Spragg
Roman Spragg

Adriana Heitkamp
Jonny Heitkamp
Alayna Thieman

Molly Dues
Megan Reinhart
Keianna Wellman

Ushers

Mary Moeller
Robert Parker
Larry Speelman

Rod Brandt
John Clune
Bill Schemmel

Matt Campbell
Michael Mueller
Joel Niekamp

Matt Campbell
Philip Heitkamp
Gary Wendeln

In former times, God, who is without form or body, could never be depicted.
But now when God is seen in the flesh conversing with men, I make an image
of the God whom I see. I do not worship matter; I worship the Creator of
matter who became matter for my sake.
St. John Damascene
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
Recognizing God in Your Ordinary Moments
In the Unexpected
“What could happen next?” How many times have you asked yourself that question in the
past year? Though we most often use that expression when things don’t seem to be going
our way, this year it has been an expression of the constant changes to our world which
the COVID-19 pandemic has wrought. But we might use the same expression to explain our feelings of being overwhelmed by
blessings and good things, when the stars seem to align just right.
No matter what, we can say with certainty that tomorrow will not go exactly as we envisioned. Our lives are influenced by so
many factors and the world around us is increasingly complex. Rather than be surprised by the unexpected, maybe we should
expect the unexpected.
Living in this manner causes us to cherish more deeply the gifts we have been given. It helps us to live in the present and become
mindful of those around us. Our relationships deepen. Our sense of responsibility builds. Our stewardship way of life finds new
meaning and purpose.
This Advent will not be the same experience as last Advent. It remains to be seen what the coming days and weeks have in store
for each of us. However, no matter what happens, Jesus Christ is there to welcome us to the unexpected. He will celebrate with
us in joy and he will even feel our pain. You can count on the unexpected, but you can also count on Him to be there with you.
He is now and forever, Emmanuel, “God with us.” He is the expected in all things unexpected.
- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Q: Why do we strike our chest three times during the
Penitential Act at Mass?
A: Our rituals and liturgical celebrations are filled with a
Mon, November 30: St. Andrew, Apostle
7:00 pm Poor Souls in Purgatory
Tue, December 1: Weekday in Advent
8:30 am Larry Wissman
Wed, December 2: Weekday in Advent
12:05 pm Ed Phlipot
Thu, December 3: St. Francis Xavier, Priest
7:00 pm Kyle Bensman & Ralph Holdheide
Fri, December 4: Weekday in Ordinary Time
St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor
of the Church
8:30 am Charles & Erline Garman
Sat, December 5: Weekday in Advent
4:30 pm Phyllis Stachler
Sun, December 6: Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Mary Kramer
9:30 am Ruth Campbell
11:00 am Holy Redeemer Parish

variety of symbols, some of which also relate to our gestures
and physical postures (e.g. kneeling, sitting, processing,
making the Sign of the Cross). The custom of striking our
breast three times during the “I Confess” of the Penitential Act
of the Mass is one of those gestures that is loaded with
symbolism.
The tradition of Christian’s striking the breast (above the
heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred Scripture, especially
texts like Psalm 51 which speak of a “humbled contrite heart”
or how God heals broken hearts, binding up our wounds (see
Psalm 147:3). Early Christian writers like Saint Augustine of
Hippo and Saint Jerome also refer to this custom in their
writings.
Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our sorrow for
those times when we have been guilty of faults and a sign that
we are willing to take responsibility for our sins and failings.
That we all perform this gesture together is also an act of
solidarity, recognizing that none of us, regardless of where we
are on our journey of faith, is without fault and the need for
grace and forgiveness.
©LPi

November 29 to December 6
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed

Sat

Sun

7:00 pm
7:30 pm
9am-9pm
4:15-5:15pm
5:30-6:30pm
6:45-7:45pm
7:00 pm
8:00-9:00pm
5:30 am

Bell Choir Rehearsal in church
Ensemble Rehearsal in church
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
CCD Grades 1-6, Session A
CCD Grades 1-6, Session B
CCD Grades 7-8
Adult Choir Rehearsal in church
CCD Grades 9-12
Baptism of Evelyn Jane Van Skyock
Daughter of Travis & Theresa
(Reinhart) Van Skyock
9:30 am Mass Live Streamed

Tuesday, December 8, at 7:00 p.m. - There will be a short informational
meeting on what Exodus 90 is all about, when it will get started, how it all
works, and more. Please join us for the meeting and plan to make Lent 2021
better than you could have ever imagined. For more information, contact
Anthony Moeder or Brad Feltz.

