
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

New Parishioners:  We would love to officially welcome you into our family. 

     Registration forms are available online, in folders in the 

    church entrance, or by contacting the parish office. 

Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents.  Scheduled on the 2nd 

           Monday in March, July, and November.     
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office. 

Pastoral Council:  Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753 
    Co-Chair: Jim Kaiser, 419.953.3316 

Prayer Line: 419.629.2981, 419.629.2406 or 419.629.2639 

Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440 

 

                      
 

 

 

 

                
 

120 South Eastmoor Drive 
         Post Office Box 67 
        New Bremen, OH 45869   
        419.629.2543 
                            

                              
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 8:00, 9:30,11:00 a.m. 

Monday 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 12:05 p.m. 

Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. 
 

  
 

Saturday 4:00 – 4:15 p.m. 

Mon/Thu 6:15 – 6:45 p.m. 

Tue/Fri 8:00 – 8:20 a.m. 

Wed 11:30 – 11:50 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

      

  

    
                                         
         

  

  

        

  

        

    

         

  

  

   

   

   

   

               

                                    

    

    

         

     

                                   

         
                    
  

Mass Schedule: 

Reconciliation: 

Adoration/Exposition: 

Pastoral Staff: 

December 13, 2020 

Phone: 419.629.2543   

    Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm 

                            Fri   9 am – noon  

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn 

            419.629.3031 [rectory] 

            hrpastor@nktelco.net 

Deacon: Greg Bornhorst 

 419.305.1977 [cell] 

          holyredeemer@nktelco.net 

Accountant: Mary Eyink 

          419.629.2226 [home] 

Coordinator of Elementary CCD and 

                    Community Outreach: 

          Kathy Pape 

          hrcre@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and 

                        Youth Ministry: 

          Jenny Sailer 

          jsailer@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of Liturgy and Music: 

          Nick Wilker 

          hrmusic@nktelco.net 

Pastoral Associate/Tech: 

          Brad Feltz 

          hrtech@nktelco.net 

h
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LIVE THE LITURGY 

 INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

What gives you joy? Joy is discovered when we 

connect with something or someone very deeply and 

experience a dimension of ourselves that material or 

secular possessions cannot bring. Joy is stumbled 

upon when we see our newly born child for the first 

time, get caught up in the vastness of a mountain 

landscape, and are led out into infinity gazing at an 

ocean’s horizon, or being lovingly present with 

someone when they are vulnerable and in need. Joy is 

a profound experience that in its uniqueness grounds 

us in ultimate truth. Did you know that all authentic, 

profound, and memorable moments of joy mirror the 

eternal joy we desire from God? We can have 

glimpses of this eternal Divine joy as we embark upon 

our earthly journey, mirrored in our human 

connections with joy, but experienced directly during 

moments of deep prayer. God is the joy of my soul. 

Ponder those intense words! You will know moments 

of true and real joy by paying attention to your 

response to the experience. You will find yourself 

rejoicing and saying thank you.            ©LPi 
 

 
 

We Need your Help 
A lot of work goes into making 
the church beautiful to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ, so we are in need of help 
with Christmas decorating.  If 
you can help, join us after 11:00 
a.m. Masses on Sundays, 
December 13 and 20.   

Altar Flowers for this weekend were donated  
in loving remembrance of 

 

Ben Homan 

 
By the Homan Family 

 

In the rosary, we not only say prayers,  
we think them. 

Venerable Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
  

Our Gift in Response to God’s Gift 

Date Budget* Total Over/(Under) Count 

12/6 $7,035.94 $4,985.00 $(2,050.94) 692 
12/7 Monthly ACH        $9,853.00  

 November **  
 $45,432.70 $38,061.00 $(7,371.70)  

 YTD ***  
 $199,903.88 $171,271.65 $(28,632.23)  

* Weekly contribution budget excludes give+ & monthly electronic giving. 
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving. 

 *** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-November) 

STEWARDSHIP IS PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD. 

December 5/6  Mass Counts 
Sat 4:30 Sun 8:00 Sun 9:30 Sun 11:00 Total 

226 132 185 149 692 

Total Online views: Facebook: 242 YouTube: 34 276 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS would be welcomed by former and 
former Holy Redeemer pastors and current parishioners 
we know of: 
Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon: 

Diocese of Joliet, 16555 Weber Road, Crest Hill IL  60403  
Rev. Thomas Mannebach: 

8815 East Kemper Road, Cincinnati OH  45249-2718 
Mrs. Irene Stammen and Mrs. Yolanda Schmiesing: 

Elmwood of New Bremen, 711 South Walnut Street, 
New Bremen OH  45869 

Mrs. Audy McCollum and Mrs. Irene Mowen: 
Briarwood Village, 100 Don Droesch Drive, Coldwater, 
OH 45828 

 



December 13 – Third Sunday of Advent  

First Reading – Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11: 

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul. (Is 
61:10a) 
Isaiah shares his understanding of his prophetic call and his 

experience of the Lord as a God of justice and compassion. As we 

continue in the season of Advent, what new spiritual insights are 

you discovering?   

Psalm – Isaiah 61:10b: 

My soul rejoices in my God. 

Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24: 

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you 

entirely, spirit, soul, and body, 

be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 

Thes 5:23) 
Paul encourages the Thessalonians to be thankful to God and be 

active in their newly found faith in Christ by following his moral 

imperatives. How are you putting your faith into practice during 

this Advent? 

Gospel – John 1:6-8, 19-28: 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘Make straight the 

way of the Lord.’” (Jn 1:23) 

John tells us that the religious leaders in Jerusalem questioned the 

identity of John the Baptist, wondering if he was the Messiah, 

Elijah, or the Prophet who Moses prophesied would come. John the 

Baptist responds in humility, with a clear sense of his own call. Do 

you humbly accept God’s call in your life? 
 

Next Week: December 20 – Fourth Sunday of Advent  

First Reading – 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16: 

“When your times comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will 

raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will 

establish his kingdom firm.” (2 Sm 12) 

Today’s reading from Second Samuel narrates the context in which 

God establishes his covenantal promise to King David around the 

year 1000 B.C. In the birth of Jesus, God fulfills his covenant with 

David. What does this teach us about the idea of “salvation 

history?” 

Psalm 89: 

For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

Second Reading – Romans 16:25-27: 

According to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages 

but now manifested through the prophetic writings and, according 

to the command of the eternal God. (Rom 16:25b-26a) 

Paul concludes his letter to the Romans with a hymn of praise to 

God for the long-awaited revelation that all are saved and justified 

through faith in Christ. In what ways are you praising God during 

this season of Advent?  

Gospel – Luke 1:26-38: 

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 

shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the 

Most High.” (Lk 1:31-32a) 

Today’s Gospel reading records the angel Gabriel’s announcement 

to Mary of the upcoming birth of Christ. Mary’s acceptance of 

God’s will for her life (“May it be done to me according to your 

word.”) models for all of us unconditional faith. How can we 

encourage others to embrace such faith? 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly 

gain that can ever really satisfy us? Think of winning 

the Lotto. On this side of the winning ticket, it’s all 

about the money, the new car, house, vacations, bank 

accounts, and infinite pleasures. The possibility of 

acquiring all of these earthly securities brings us back 

again and again to the purchase of a ticket. Then, one 

day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and happiness is 

on the horizon. Then one day, we wake up and realize 

that nothing has really changed, and I am not as satisfied 

as I thought I was or would be. I find myself living in 

my incompleteness and with my profound sorrow and 

grief. I did not find joy. 

Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. 

They are brought to us through incredible experiences 

of connection that bring us face to face with real and 

authentic faith, hope, and love. And, they are glimpses 

and do not last. The moment we find ourselves looking 

back at them, they are gone, and we find ourselves 

remembering the moment in memory. To carry joy 

within us is to realize that it is not something I create, 

manufacture, or even acquire. It is not able to be 

purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my need 

for eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on the very 

essence of who I am and desires a home within me. As 

C. S. Lewis discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to 

my very soul and is given as gift by the God who loves 

me. 

The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty 

of the gift of joy. God has visited his people for no other 

reason than to show them where and how to find joy! 

All of our human and earthly joy experiences are always 

only glimpses. They never satisfy us, sustain us, or 

fulfill us. It is only God who is the joy of my soul. Real, 

Divine experiences of joy catch us off guard, make us 

stop and become aware, bring a feeling of awe and 

rightness and have an eternal Otherness about them. 

Nothing created by humans can ever come close to this. 

We probably will not fully realize the truth of all of this 

until we actually meet God face to face in heaven one 

day. Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap 

for joy we will understand what we have been tirelessly 

searching for all along. Intense gratitude will most 

surely follow.             ©LPi 

  
 
  
  
 
  
  

  

  

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

WORSHIP & MEDITATION 



    

GOSPEL 
John the Baptist prepared the way for the Messiah, Jesus Christ. He shouted in the desert, “Get your soul ready. The Lord is 

coming.” Today John still warns you to get your soul ready for Jesus. Ask God to forgive you. Then forgive yourself and 

others. Shout to the world. Be a witness by your actions. Show that you believe in God. Then you will be ready when Jesus 

comes to take you to heaven with him. 

 

PRAYER 
Lord, forgive me for all my sins. 

 

MISSION FOR THE WEEK 
I will forgive others and ask them to forgive me when I hurt them.  

This week the JH students made Activity Boxes to 

distribute at Elmwood and a few other local nursing 

homes and the HS students made stockings to share.  

Inside we put puzzles, books, snacks, and Christmas 

ornaments, but one of the most important things we 

shared with the residents was a personal letter.  I recently 

watched a video from Father Mike in which he explained 

that we do not have to wait for permission to do good.  

We have been commissioned through our baptism as 

explained by Jesus the apostles asked Him if He was 

going to restore the kingdom. Jesus’s response was,” You 

will receive power from the Holy Spirit and you will be 

my witnesses to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1)” Then he 

ascended into Heaven.  When Jesus was asked if he was 

going to bring about his kingdom, He basically said, 

“No... you are - with my Spirit and power.  See a need, 

fill a need so that we may proclaim Christ and glorify 

Him in everything we do. 
- Jenny Sailer 

This past week I taught both the 2nd and 3rd grade early session 

CCD classes.  We began class by going over Advent and what it 

means to all of us.  COMING!  We prepare for the coming of the 

Lord.  We also discussed what we can do to prepare for the coming 

of the Lord, such as pray and worship God, work for peace, be just 

and fair to everyone, turn away from sin, and ask God for help in 

living a good life.  We also talked about how the residents in 

nursing homes are going to be lonely and sad this year as their 

families and friends will not be coming due to Covid 

restrictions.  We talked about how Jesus calls us to love and serve 

one another.  This past week the children wrote cards and made 

decorations to be brought to area nursing homes. Even if it brightens 

their day for just a minute, we have done what God asked us to 

do.  If anyone knows someone who is in a nursing home or even 

quarantined at home and would be blessed by a card or decoration, 

please let me know and we will see that they get something.  I don’t 

really believe that there is a better Christmas present then to know 

that you have brightened someone’s day! 

- Kathy Pape 



St. John of the Cross 

"Let us rejoice, O my Beloved!" December 14 is the feast of mystic, poet, and 

reformer, St. John of the Cross. St. Teresa of Avila enlisted his assistance in reforming 

the Carmelite order. The proposed reforms didn't go over well, and John was 

imprisoned. Rather than become discouraged or defiant, John turned to prayer. His 

time in prison resulted in some of the greatest mystical poetry the Church has seen. 

After his escape, his efforts were recognized and honored by the Carmelites. While he 

was appointed to the highest office in his order, dissension forced him into solitude 

again. Following Christ isn't always easy, nor will it always be received well by 

everyone around us. John of the Cross teaches us that these challenges can be 

opportunities to unite ourselves closer to Jesus. 

 

Did You Know… 
 

Our bulletin can also be found on our website.  Use the 

“BULLETIN” link at the top of the page.  Also on this 

page are current and past bulletins, worship aids for all 

streamed Masses/events, and other seasonal documents 

(Lenten calendar, etc) 

St. Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the 
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May 

he always guard, protect and enlighten families. 
St. Pope John Paul II 

 



The following are offered at the Shrine of the Holy 
Relics, 2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein.  For more 
information or to register, contact Susie Bergman 
by email at s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org or 
419-925-4532 or visit www.mariasteinshrine.org. 

ANNUAL NATIVITIES DISPLAY: The annual Shrine Nativities 

Display will begin on November 27, 2020, and be open to the 
public through January 11, 2021. This collection, recently 
donated by Tim and Katheleen Nealeigh, will feature over 
seventy-five nativities from around the world. It is a reminder 
of how the story of Christ has united people from across 
cultures over the years and of the peace that came to earth by 
the birth of Jesus. We invite all families to the Shrine to 
experience this annual celebration of Christmas. 

 
 

The road is narrow. He who wishes to travel 
it more easily must cast off all things and use 
the cross as his cane. In other words, he must 

be truly resolved to suffer willingly for the 
love of God in all things 

 St. John of the Cross 
 

  

 

  

We will be free! 

This Lent, Holy Redeemer invites all men seeking authentic freedom to join their brothers in Christ for Exodus 90, 

which will kick off on January 4. Exodus 90 is a 90-day spiritual exercise that gives Catholic men a clear path for the 

journey to freedom through prayer, asceticism and support. More than 30,000 men around the country have made the 

Exodus and transformed their lives. You can, too! You will experience Easter in a whole new way! 

For more information and to enroll in Exodus 90, please contact Anthony Moeder (Anthony.moeder@gmail.com) or 

Brad Feltz in the parish office (hrtech@nktelco.net or 419-629-2543. You can also download the app at exodus90.com 

and then email Anthony to add you to the Holy Redeemer group. 
 

RADIO ROSARY:  Tune in to the Radio Rosary every 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on WCSM (96.7 FM).   This weekly 
rosary is sponsored by individuals and various church 
related groups.   
 

The 2021 Ft. Loramie Men’s conference is set for Saturday, 
March 6, 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., at St. Michael Hall in Ft. 
Loramie, with a NEW optional Latin Mass starting at 7:00 a.m. 
This is a great day for all men, from high school age to 100.  
Please come enjoy the day and expand the growth of your 
faith.  The theme this year is “Building on Faith”.  
Tickets are available for $25 each.  This includes 2 meals, 
books & materials.  Returning keynote speaker: Fr. Nathan 
Cromley. Please pre buy tickets, as with the COVID-19 
restrictions we will only be allowed 300 seated in the hall,  
online at: https://www.facebook.com/FLMensConference/ 
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The one thing we 
owe absolutely to 
God is never to be 

afraid of 
anything. 

Bl. Charles de Foucauld 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULES – December 14 to December 20 
 

 
 Mon, Dec 14, 

7:00 PM 
Tue, Dec 15, 

8:30 AM 
Wed, Dec 16, 

12:05 PM 
Thu, Dec 17, 

7:00 PM 
Fri, Dec 18, 

8:30 AM 

Lector  Diane Bensman Brad Feltz Kathy Pape Dave Stucke Kaye Wint 

Rosary 
Diane Bensman Rita Kramer 

Kaye Wint 
Jennifer Sailer Diane Naseman Iva Lou Bergman 

Bert McDermitt 

Servers 
Austin Mumaw 
Vivienne Mumaw 

  Emily Bambauer 
Olivia Thornton 

 

 

 
Sat, Dec 19, 

4:30 PM 
Sun, Dec 20, 

8:00 AM 
Sun, Dec 20, 

9:30 AM 
Sun, Dec 20, 

11:00 AM 

A/V 
  Kyle Elking 

Grant Wilker 
 

Cantor Sue Fark Jon Russell Marcus Nitschke Logan O'Neill 

Collection Counter 
   Jason Dicke 

Brenda Kuck 
NOT FILLED 

Deacon Greg Bornhorst Greg Bornhorst Greg Bornhorst Greg Bornhorst 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 
Communion(EMsHC) 

Alana Speelman 
Hayley This 
Jason This 

Doris Knapke (sub) 
Erin Niekamp 
Gwen Staton 

Scott Bertke 
Jeff Elking 
Kim Homan 

Shannon Craft 
Jason Garman 
Adam Topp 

Lectors 
Valerie Mumaw  
John Homan  

Dawn McNaughton  
Keith Bornhorst  

Steve Bertke  
Joe McGovern  

Rodney Bertke  
Alan Thieman  

Mass Coordinator Amy Speelman Gwen Staton Susan McDaniel Brad Feltz 

Rosary Beth Thieman Doug Knapke (sub)   

Servers 

Dan Homan 
Marcus 
Speelman 
Tanner This 

Sam Bernhold 
Patrick Bernhold 
Andrew 
McNaughton 

Ben Sailer 
Jack Sailer 
Samuel Sailer 

Troy Dwenger 
Luke Garman 
Gavin Pleiman 

Ushers 
Mary Moeller 
Robert Parker 
Dave Steineman 

Craig Griesdorn 
Ron Homan 
Bill Schemmel 

Philip Heitkamp 
Michael Mueller 
Clyde Wessel 

Matt Campbell 
Bernie Larger 
Joel Niekamp 

 

 

 

 

 

    

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognizing God in Your Ordinary Moments 

 

A Constant Companion 
As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just during 

seasons like Advent, but all year long. When we talk about being 

prayerful everyday stewards, we are speaking about cultivating an 

awareness of God being with us at all times. Each day we begin by 

offering God the entirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and hope 

that the hours that passed gave Him glory. 

During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this life of prayer, but without it we can too easily lose sight of the reason 

for the season. It is during this time of year we need to heed the words of St. Paul more than ever when he wrote to the 

Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.” This is how we will be able to avoid the pitfalls of consumerism and 

secularism and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take Him with you shopping for gifts in the department store. Be aware 

of Him when you sit down to watch television specials you have seen every year of your life. Give Him all your time and let 

His presence fill your every moment. By striving to be connecting with Jesus at all times, you will bear greater fruit and the joy 

you experience will be much greater than you could imagine. You might even spend a few less dollars and spend more time 

with those you love, particularly the one who loves you the most, the Incarnation Himself. 

   - Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS          ©LPi 

 



A: The mind is a marvelous and complex thing, producing 

amazing thoughts, images, wisdom and inspiration. Yet at 

times it is like a two-year-old: it does not follow directions, 

does what it wants and loves to tell us “no!” This is probably 

the oldest and most common problem in the spiritual life-

dealing with distraction. It comes in all forms: good intentions 

forgotten, wandering thoughts at Mass, daydreaming, etc. A 

little poem says it all: When the soul begins to pray, the brain 

always wants to play! 

There are many ways to handle distractions. If we are 

distracted by thoughts about our families or friends, we should 

pray for them. If we lose our focus, we need just “re-collect” 

ourselves. If some worry or concern just won't leave our mind, 

then we deal with it and come back to prayer or make it part 

of our prayer. And when words just won't come, the only 

prayer we might offer is our presence, our suffering, and our 

desire to be close to the Lord. Most importantly, we need to 

be patient with ourselves. These things are not sinful, but 

reminders of our human frailty. Our weaknesses and good 

efforts are all acceptable to God, who reads the love in our 

hearts and the good intentions of our minds.               ©LPi 

 

Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself 
in the hands of God, at His disposition, and 

listening to His voice in the depth of our 
hearts.  St. Mother Teresa 

 

In addition, those who have been troubled in 
body or soul, if they had recourse to the 

rosary, always received consolation 
 St. Anthony Mary Claret 

 

 

        

Mon, December 14: St. John of the Cross, Priest and 

Doctor of the Church 

 7:00 pm Delores Schwieterman 

Tue, December 15: Advent Weekday 

8:30 am Donna Albers 

Wed, December 16: Advent Weekday 

12:05 pm Celebrant’s intention 

Thu, December 17: Late Advent Weekday 

7:00 pm Dorothy Bertke 

Fri, December 18: Late Advent Weekday 

8:30 am Ferd Wint 

Sat, December 19: Late Advent Weekday 

4:30 pm Robert Clune 

Sun, December 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am  Ed Rump, Sr 

  9:30 am Jill Bergman 

11:00 am Holy Redeemer Parish 

December 14 to December 20 

Mon 7:45 pm Parish Council Meeting – Conf. Rm. 

Tue 9a-9p Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Wed 4:15-5:15pm CCD Grades 1-6, Session A 

 5:30-6:30pm CCD Grades 1-6, Session B 

 6:45-7:45pm CCD Grades 7-8 

 7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal in church 

 8:00-9:00pm CCD Grades 9-12  

Fri  MSP Ministry Schedule Changes Due 

Sat 8:00 am Rosary for our nation 

Sun 9:30 am Mass Live Streamed 

 7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal - church 

Q: Is it a sin when I get distracted during prayer? How 

can I be more attentive? 


