
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

New Parishioners:  We would love to officially welcome you into our family. 

     Registration forms are available online, in folders in the 

    church entrance, or by contacting the parish office. 

Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents.  Scheduled on the 2nd 

           Monday in March, July, and November.     
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office. 

Pastoral Council:  Chair: Nancy Topp, 419.629.2753 
    Co-Chair: Jim Kaiser, 419.953.3316 

Prayer Line: 419.629.2981, 419.629.2406 or 419.629.2639 

Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440 

 

                      
 

 

 

 

                
 

120 South Eastmoor Drive 
         Post Office Box 67 
        New Bremen, OH 45869   
        419.629.2543 
                            

                              
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 8:00, 9:30,11:00 a.m. 

Monday 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 12:05 p.m. 

Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. 
 

  
 

Saturday 4:00 – 4:15 p.m. 

Mon/Thu 6:15 – 6:45 p.m. 

Tue/Fri 8:00 – 8:20 a.m. 

Wed 11:30 – 11:50 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

      

  

    
                                         
         

  

  

        

  

        

    

         

  

  

   

   

   

   

               

                                    

    

    

         

     

                                   

         
                    
  

Mass Schedule: 

Reconciliation: 

Adoration/Exposition: 

Pastoral Staff: 

December 20, 2020 

Phone: 419.629.2543   

    Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm 

                            Fri   9 am – noon  

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn 

            419.629.3031 [rectory] 

            hrpastor@nktelco.net 

Deacon: Greg Bornhorst 

 419.305.1977 [cell] 

          holyredeemer@nktelco.net 

Accountant: Mary Eyink 

          419.629.2226 [home] 

Coordinator of Elementary CCD and 

                    Community Outreach: 

          Kathy Pape 

          hrcre@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and 

                        Youth Ministry: 

          Jenny Sailer 

          jsailer@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of Liturgy and Music: 

          Nick Wilker 

          hrmusic@nktelco.net 

Pastoral Associate/Tech: 

          Brad Feltz 

          hrtech@nktelco.net 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 

 INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Does the world realize that it is waiting? As we go 

about all of the busyness of our lives and entertain our 

distractions, there are many holes and gaps in our lives 

that need to be filled. We are always wanting more, 

but not really sure what that “more” needs to be. 

Fulfillment, happiness, contentment, and true 

satisfactions are fleeting occurrences and often come 

to us in illusive ways. What we think is the ultimate 

fix to our anxious emptiness really is only a fancy 

trend that we entertain. The world does not realize any 

more today than it did over two thousand years ago 

that it is waiting for a Savior. We need a Savior. We 

need to see and embrace the God who has broken into 

history and become one with us. It is this union of God 

and man that sets us on a straight path, orders our 

relationships, establishes proper focus and goals, and 

tells us whose kingdom we really are meant to serve. 

The world does not know how truly lost it is. Do you 

realize how lost you are and that the One you need 

most is here among us and within your grasp? 
           ©LPi 

 

 
 

We Need your Help 
A lot of work goes into making 
the church beautiful to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ, so we are in need of help 
with Christmas decorating.  If 
you can help, join us after 11:00 
a.m. Mass on Sunday, 
December 20.   

God does not love us because we are 
valuable. We are valuable because 

God loves us -- Venerable Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
  

Our Gift in Response to God’s Gift 

Date Budget* Total Over/(Under) Count 

12/8 Immaculate Conception $5,765.00 379 
12/13 $6,523.29 $2,691.00 $(3,832.29) 715 

 November **  
 $45,432.70 $38,061.00 $(7,371.70)  

 YTD ***  
 $199,903.88 $171,271.65 $(28,632.23)  

* Weekly contribution budget excludes give+ & monthly electronic giving. 
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving. 

 *** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (July-November) 

STEWARDSHIP IS PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD. 

December 12/13  Mass Counts 
Sat 4:30 Sun 8:00 Sun 9:30 Sun 11:00 Total 

189 120 258 148 715 

Online views: Facebook: 209 YouTube: 43 252 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS would be welcomed by former and 
former Holy Redeemer pastors and current parishioners 
we know of: 
Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon: 

Diocese of Joliet, 16555 Weber Road, Crest Hill IL  60403  
Rev. Thomas Mannebach: 

8815 East Kemper Road, Cincinnati OH  45249-2718 
Mrs. Irene Stammen and Mrs. Yolanda Schmiesing: 

Elmwood of New Bremen, 711 South Walnut Street, 
New Bremen OH  45869 

Mrs. Audy McCollum and Mrs. Irene Mowen: 
Briarwood Village, 100 Don Droesch Drive, Coldwater, 
OH 45828 

 



December 20 – Fourth Sunday of Advent  

First Reading – 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16: 

“When your times comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will 

raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will 

establish his kingdom firm.” (2 Sm 12) 

Today’s reading from Second Samuel narrates the context in which 

God establishes his covenantal promise to King David around the 

year 1000 B.C. In the birth of Jesus, God fulfills his covenant with 

David. What does this teach us about the idea of “salvation history?” 

Psalm 89: 

For ever I will sing the goodness of the 

Lord. 

Second Reading – Romans 16:25-27: 

According to the revelation of the mystery 

kept secret for long ages but now 

manifested through the prophetic writings 

and, according to the command of the 

eternal God. (Rom 16:25b-26a) 

Paul concludes his letter to the Romans 

with a hymn of praise to God for the long-

awaited revelation that all are saved and 

justified through faith in Christ. In what 

ways are you praising God during this 

season of Advent?  

Gospel – Luke 1:26-38: 

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you shall name him 

Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High.” (Lk 

1:31-32a) 
Today’s Gospel reading records the angel Gabriel’s announcement 

to Mary of the upcoming birth of Christ. Mary’s acceptance of God’s 

will for her life (“May it be done to me according to your word.”) 

models for all of us unconditional faith. How can we encourage 

others to embrace such faith? 
 

December 25 – Nativity of the Lord (Mass during the day) 

First Reading – Isaiah 52:7-10: 

All the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God. (Is 

52:10b) 
While still in captivity in Babylon, Isaiah announced to the Israelites 

the “good news” of God’s promise of salvation and redemption. How 

will you celebrate God’s promise to Israel fulfilled today in the birth 

of Jesus?   

Psalm 98: 

All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.  

Second Reading – Hebrews 1:1-6: 

When he had accomplished purification from sins, he took his seat at 

the right hand of the Majesty on high. (Heb 1:3b) 

The author of Hebrews opens his letter affirming Jesus’ identity as 

God’s Son and his superiority over all creation, even the angels. Who 

do you know needs to hear about the gift of the newborn Jesus?   

Gospel John - 1:1-18: 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we 

saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and 

truth. (Jn 1:14) 

The Gospel of John opens with this beautiful Christological hymn, 

defining Jesus as “the Word made flesh.” What does this image tell 

us about Jesus? 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What else 

does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but 

that there was once in man a true happiness, of which 

all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This 

he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, 

seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot 

find in those that are, though none can help, since this 

infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and 

immutable object; in other words, by God Himself.” 

We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and 

happiness are not achieved by our own merits but 

through a relationship with God. We are hardwired for 

this relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple fact is 

that we come from God and are designed to return to 

God. If our beginning and our end define who we are, 

why would we not want to seek the One who can truly 

satisfy? The world does not realize that it is waiting. It 

is waiting for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul 

and in eternity. We get so confused by seeking other 

momentary satisfactions that we misinterpret the hunger 

within. We crave God. 

The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus 

Christ, is precisely what sets us on a straight path, orders 

our relationships, establishes proper focus and goals and 

tells us whose kingdom we really are meant to serve. 

We are so lost. God is with us. The prophet Nathan told 

this to King David, the angel said this to Mary and the 

birth of Christ brings this Good News to us. We do not 

need to be busily looking for more things but must learn 

to find contentment and blessing in the One Presence. 

This is the beautiful simple message of Advent! 

If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, 

disconnected, unhappy, worried, fearful, off center, 

becoming overly self-indulgent, unable to spend time 

alone and without distraction, then there’s a good 

chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow God to 

find you! Ponder the holy simplicity of Mary’s call to 

be the Mother of God. “Behold, I am the handmaid of 

the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” 

When we are helpless and at home with our emptiness, 

God will fill us. Our Savior has come.         ©LPi 

  

  
 
  
  
 
  
  

  

  

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

WORSHIP & MEDITATION 



The beauty of  
Christmas  

is not in the presents but in  

His presence. 
  

 

    

GOSPEL 
Think of the people you trust. These are people you can count on, no matter what happens. Both Mary and Elizabeth were 

amazed to learn that they were pregnant. God had surprised each of them with a special miracle - a baby. God trusted them both 

to take care of their babies. Mary and Elizabeth trusted God to help them. You can trust God, too. 

 

PRAYER 
God, help me to trust you like Mary and Elizabeth did. 

 

MISSION FOR THE WEEK 
Find ways to show God you trust in Him.  

Available on 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognizing God in Your Ordinary Moments 

 

The Journey 
Advent comes along every year and will continue to do so until Jesus returns. As this season draws to a close, we can each ask 

ourselves, “Am I now any better a disciple of Jesus Christ and more of a steward of all my gifts than before the Advent season 

started?’ I have been on this earth for 40+ years. I have had 40+ Advents to draw closer to God and to work on taking more 

seriously my baptismal call. Some have gone better than others, but I would like to think my spiritual life progressed at least a 

small amount during each of them. 

Conversion is a process. Stewardship is about a way of living and it is about more than simply being generous when a situation 

calls for it. Stewardship and conversion go hand-in-hand and we are always moving closer to holiness in Jesus Christ. Living in 

this way takes practice and commitment. If this Advent didn’t go as you had hoped, remember is not really an end. It is just 

another step along your journey. 

This Christmas, while you are giving and receiving gifts and hopefully spending time with those you love, may you take the 

time to cherish the true gift that came to us over 2000 years ago and continues to call us to this day: Jesus. Let us be grateful 

beyond measure for this gift above all gifts, let us continue on our journey, and let our lives give testimony to the one who leads 

us.        - Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS          ©LPi 

 



Saint Stephen was one of the first ordained deacons of the Church. He was also the first Christian 

martyr. The Greek word from which we derive the English word martyr literally means witness. 

In that sense, every Christian is called to bear witness to Jesus Christ, in both their words and 

their actions. Not all are asked to shed their blood. 

Those who do shed their blood for the faith are the greatest of witnesses. They have been 

especially honored since the very beginning of Christianity. Stephen was so conformed to Jesus 

in his holy life that his martyrdom was both a natural and supernatural sign of his love for the 

Lord. It also inspired the early believers as they faced the first round of brutal persecution. 

His behavior, even forgiving those who were taking his life while he was being stoned to death, 

was a beautiful reflection of how conformed he truly was to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is recorded 

in chapter 7 of the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 7:54-60), which immediately follows the Gospels 

in the New Testament. 

Great preaching and miracles were attributed to Stephen. The Bible records that Stephen "full of 

grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people." Stephen’s popularity created 

enemies among some Jews, members of the Synagogue of Roman Freedmen. They debated with 

him, to generate evidence against him in furtherance of their persecution of the early Church.  

 

Did You Know… 
 

Our bulletin can also be found on our website.  Use the 

“BULLETIN” link at the top of the page.  Also on this 

page are current and past bulletins, worship aids for all 

streamed Masses/events, and other seasonal documents 

(Lenten calendar, etc) 

St. Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the upright 
guardian of those entrusted to his care. May he always 
guard, protect and enlighten families.  -- St. Pope John Paul II 

 



The following are offered at the Shrine of the Holy 
Relics, 2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein.  For more 
information or to register, contact Susie Bergman 
by email at s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org or 
419-925-4532 or visit www.mariasteinshrine.org. 

ANNUAL NATIVITIES DISPLAY: The annual Shrine Nativities 

Display will begin on November 27, 2020, and be open to the 
public through January 11, 2021. This collection, recently 
donated by Tim and Katheleen Nealeigh, will feature over 
seventy-five nativities from around the world. It is a reminder 
of how the story of Christ has united people from across 
cultures over the years and of the peace that came to earth by 
the birth of Jesus. We invite all families to the Shrine to 
experience this annual celebration of Christmas. 

 
 

The road is narrow. He who wishes to travel 
it more easily must cast off all things and use 
the cross as his cane. In other words, he must 

be truly resolved to suffer willingly for the 
love of God in all things 

 St. John of the Cross 
 

  

 

  

We will be free! 

This Lent, Holy Redeemer invites all men seeking authentic freedom to join their brothers in Christ for Exodus 90, 

which will kick off on January 4. Exodus 90 is a 90-day spiritual exercise that gives Catholic men a clear path for the 

journey to freedom through prayer, asceticism and support. More than 30,000 men around the country have made the 

Exodus and transformed their lives. You can, too! You will experience Easter in a whole new way! 

For more information and to enroll in Exodus 90, please contact Anthony Moeder (Anthony.moeder@gmail.com) or 

Brad Feltz in the parish office (hrtech@nktelco.net or 419-629-2543). You can also download the app at 

exodus90.com and then email Anthony to add you to the Holy Redeemer group. 
 

RADIO ROSARY:  Tune in to the Radio Rosary every 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on WCSM (96.7 FM).   This weekly 
rosary is sponsored by individuals and various church 
related groups.   
 

The 2021 Ft. Loramie Men’s conference is set for Saturday, 
March 6, 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., at St. Michael Hall in Ft. 
Loramie, with a NEW optional Latin Mass starting at 7:00 a.m. 
This is a great day for all men, from high school age to 100.  
Please come enjoy the day and expand the growth of your 
faith.  The theme this year is “Building on Faith”.  
Tickets are available for $25 each.  This includes 2 meals, 
books & materials.  Returning keynote speaker: Fr. Nathan 
Cromley. Please pre buy tickets, as with the COVID-19 
restrictions we will only be allowed 300 seated in the hall,  
online at: https://www.facebook.com/FLMensConference/ 
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Trust God that you are 
exactly where you are 

meant to be. 
St. Teresa of Avila 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULES – December 21 to December 27 
 

 Mon, Dec 21, 7:00 PM Tue, Dec 22, 8:30 AM Wed, Dec 23, 12:05 PM 

Lector  Amy Wellman Nancy Topp Jennifer Sailer 

Rosary 
Amy Wilson Rita Kramer 

Kaye Wint 
Jennifer Sailer 

Servers 
Ava Meyer (sub) 
Bennett Tinnerman 

 Summer Kuenning 
Joshua Timmerman 

 

*Incense 
Thursday, December 24 Friday, December 25 Sat, Dec 26 Sunday, December 27 

3:00 PM 4:30 PM* 6:00 PM* 9:00 AM* 10:30 AM* 4:30 PM 8:00 AM 9:30 AM* 11:00 AM* 

A/V  

Greg  
  Garman 
James  
  Kaiser 

 Mark  
  Bensman 
Josh 
   Bensman 

    Brad Feltz 
Logan 
  O'Neill 

 

Music 
Ensemble Handbell  

  Choir 
Adult Choir Tom Walter Lily Rindler Ensemble Jon Russell Adult Choir Handbell  

  Choir 

Deacon 
Greg  
  Bornhorst 

Greg  
  Bornhorst 

 Greg  
  Bornhorst 

     

EMsHC  

Scott 
  Bertke 
Jean 
  Homan 
Teresa 
   Wuebker 

Ginny 
   Dicke 
Lisa Feltz 
Jennifer 
  Hirschfeld 

Michelle 
   Dicke 
Macy 
  Puthoff 
Jason This 
Marty Topp 

Madison  
  Cordonnier 
Neil Homan 
Tom Howell 

Brian 
  Huelsman 
Marilyn 
Nerderman 
Pete 
  Reinhart 
Angela 
  Shaw 

Tara 
   Berning 
Alyssa 
   Schrader 
Sue 
   Thieman 
Joe 
   Thieman 

Eric  
  Francis 
Jenna 
  Heitkamp 
Marilyn  
Nerderman 
Gwen 
  Staton 

Rhonda 
  Bergman 
Susan  
  Niekamp 
Nancy 
  Riethman 
Larry Topp 

Kyle Elking 
Sharon 
  Francis 
Deion 
  Hoehne 
Martha 
   Subler 

Lector  

Susan  
  McDaniel  
Gwen  
  Staton  

Gregg 
  Topp  
Eric Dicke  

Scott Frey  
Gwen 
  Staton  

Keith 
  Bornhorst  
Brad Feltz  

Gwen 
  Staton  
Erin 
  Niekamp  

Susan 
   McDaniel  
John 
  Homan  

Steve 
  Bertke  
Janet  
  Eshelman  

Casey 
   Dues  
Gwen 
   Wilker  

Pam 
  Kaiser  
Alan 
   Thieman  

Mass 
Coord 

Jean 
  Homan 

Brad Feltz Mark 
  Francis 

Deb Kruse Gwen 
Staton 

Susan 
  McDaniel 

Gwen  
  Staton 

Brad Feltz Mark 
Francis 

Rosary 
     Jean 

  Homan 
Nancy 
  Topp 

  

Server  

Molly Dues 
Rianna 
  Paul 
Keianna  
  Wellman 

Tess Lane 
Megan 
   Reinhart 
Maria 
  Wells 
Benjamin 
   Wells 

Zach Bertke 
Dylan 
  Kremer 
Gavin 
  Spragg 
Aaron 
  Thieman 
Tanner This 
Casey Topp 
Bridget 
  Wilson 
Jack Wilson 

Elli  
  Roetgerman 
Phillip  
  Roetgerman 
Kelli  
 Schmitmeyer 
Kyle 
Tenkman  

Emma 
  Keller 
Brooklyn 
   Kremer 
Greyson  
   Pleiman 
Caden  
   Wente 

Sarah  
  Dwenger 
Connor  
Ransbottom 
Gavin 
  Schrader 

Benjamin 
  Hamberg 
Cole 
  Hamberg 
David 
  Homan 

Luke 
  Garman 
Skylar 
  Lochtefeld 
Vince 
  Wilker 
Grant 
  Wilker 

Gretchen 
  Dwenger 
Cooper 
   Grillot 
Adriana 
  Heitkamp 
Jonny  
  Heitkamp 

Usher 

Matt 
  Campbell 
Doug  
McNaughtn 
NOT 
FILLED 

Matt 
   Campbell 
Larry 
  Speelman 
NOT 
FILLED 

Matt  
  Campbell  
NOT 
FILLED 
NOT 
FILLED 

Matt  
  Campbell 
NOT FILLED 
NOT FILLED 

Matt  
  Campbell 
Terry Eyink 
Bill  
 Schemmel 

Steve  
  Dwenger 
Jeff Kremer 
Robert 
  Parker 

Rod 
  Brandt 
Craig 
  Griesdorn 
Larry  
  Speelman 

Alan Kruse 
Dave 
 Steineman 
Gary 
  Wendeln 

Matt  
  Campbell 
Ron 
  Homan 
Gary 
   Nosek 

 

 

 

 

 

    



A: When we look at the gospel accounts of the life of Jesus, 

we see two special titles applied to his followers: apostles and 

disciples. At first glance, we might think that these two words 

are interchangeable, but when we look at what each one 

means, we quickly see that the evangelists were using them 

very specifically. When we look more closely, we see that 

while Jesus had many disciples, the group of apostles was 

much more limited and referred to Jesus’ closest 

collaborators.  

The word apostle essentially means “one who is sent forth” 

or, as we might think of it today, “an ambassador.” The group 

of apostles — sometimes called the Twelve — included those 

twelve men who formed Jesus’ inner circle (see Mark 3:13-

14; Luke 6:12-13). It was this group that received the gift of 

the Holy Spirit and who were sent out by Jesus with the 

special mission of forgiving sins on that first Easter Sunday 

(see John 20:19-23). In time, the Catholic Tradition also 

recognize Saint Paul and Saint Barnabas as apostles, 

recognizing that they also shared the mandate of going out in 

the Lord’s name to pray, to bless, and to preach. In a particular 

way, the bishops continue the mission of the apostles in our 

own time. 

When we think of the word disciple, we see that it has a very 

different meaning. Rather than referring to those who were 

sent out to carry on the mission of Jesus, disciple literally 

means “student” or, more specially, an “apprentice learner.” 

The task of the disciple is to learn and integrate into their lives 

the teachings, values, and way of life of their master teacher. 

Although a disciple might be called on to explain or represent 

aspects of their life, in light of the teachings they receive from 

this master teacher, Christian discipleship is ultimately about 

living our lives with faith and integrity, guided by the life and 

mission of Jesus, our Master Teacher. The call to discipleship 

is the common vocation of all Christians.               ©LPi 

 

 

         

Mon, December 21: Late Advent Weekday 

St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor 

of the Church 

 7:00 pm Fred & Ruth Wilker 

Tue, December 22: Late Advent Weekday 

8:30 am Donna Albers 

Wed, December 23: Late Advent Weekday 

St. John of Kanty, Priest 

12:05 pm Ivan Gehret 

Thu, December 24: Late Advent Weekday 

Christmas Vigil 

3:00 pm Steve Kremer 

* 4:30 pm Herman & Rita Bettinger 

* 6:00 pm Stan Wilker 

Fri, December 25: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

* 9:00 am Ferd, Christine, & Matt Wint 

*10:30 am Jim Pape 

Sat, December 26: St. Stephen, the first Martyr 

4:30 pm Living & deceased, Harold Stammen 

family 

Sun, December 27: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 

and Joseph 

8:00 am  Holy Redeemer Parish 

  * 9:30 am Bill Riethman 

*11:00 am Kurt Kuenning 

December 21 to December 27 

Tue 9a-9p Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Wed  NO CCD – Christmas Break 

Thu 3 & 6 pm Masses Live Streamed 

Front office will be closed Thursday and Friday 

Sat 8:00 am Rosary for our nation 

Sun 9:30 am Mass Live Streamed 

Q: What is the difference between apostles and disciples? 

* Incense will be used at this Mass 


