
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

July 10/11, 2021 – 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reflection: In commissioning the Apostles in today’s Gospel, Jesus 

gives them, and us, a preview of His Church’s mission after the 

Resurrection.  His instructions to the Twelve echo those of God to 

the twelve tribes of Israel on the eve of their exodus from Egypt. The 

Israelites likewise were sent out with no bread and only one set of 

clothes, wearing sandals and carrying a staff (see Exodus 

12:11; Deuteronomy 8:2–4). Like the Israelites, the Apostles are to 

rely solely on the providence of God and His grace. Perhaps, also, 

Mark wants us to see the Apostles’ mission, the mission of the 

Church, as that of leading a new exodus—delivering people from 

their exile from God and bringing them to the promised land, the 

kingdom of heaven. Like Amos in today’s First Reading, the 

Apostles are not “professionals” who earn their bread by 

prophesying. Like Amos, they are simply men (see Acts 14:15) summoned from their ordinary jobs and sent by God 

to be shepherds of their brothers and sisters. Again this week, we hear the theme of rejection: Amos experiences it, 

and Jesus warns the Apostles that some will not welcome or listen to them. The Church is called not necessarily to 

be successful but only to be faithful to God’s command. With authority and power given to her by Jesus, the Church 

proclaims God’s peace and salvation to those who believe in Him, as we sing in today’s Psalm. This word of truth, 

this Gospel of salvation, is addressed to each of us, personally, as Paul proclaims in today’s Epistle. In the mystery 

of God’s will, we have been chosen from before the foundation of the world—to be His sons and daughters, to live 

for the praise of His glory. Let us, then, give thanks for the Church today, and for the spiritual blessings He has 

bestowed upon us. Let us resolve to further the Church’s mission—to help others hear the call to repentance and 

welcome Christ into their lives. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our study on this Saturday before the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us pray together 

this prayer from St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta: 
 

All:  Dear Jesus, help me to spread your fragrance everywhere I go. Flood my soul 

with your spirit and life. Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly that all 

my life may only be a radiance of yours. Shine through me and be so in me that 

every soul I come in contact with may feel your presence in my soul. Let them look 

up and see no longer me but only Jesus! Stay with me and then I shall begin to 

shine as you shine, so to shine as to be a light to others; the light, O Jesus, will be 

all from you; none of it will be mine: it will be you shining on others through me. 

Let me thus praise you in the way you love best: by shining on those around me. 

Let me preach you without preaching, not by words, but by my example, by the 

catching force, the sympathetic influence of what I do, the evident fullness of the 

love my heart bears to you. Amen. (Adapted from Radiating Christ by Saint Teresa of Calcutta) 
 

 

Leader: In this week’s Gospel, Jesus reveals that He works through our weakness & lowliness. As you watch this 

short video from Annie Powell, ponder the following question: How can we model our Heavenly Mother Mary’s 

meek and humble heart, allowing God to be strong in our weakness? 
 

 (Play the video on FORMED.org - Opening the Word – Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Exod%2012.11
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Exod%2012.11
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Deut%208.2%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Acts%2014.15
https://watch.formed.org/videos/15th-sunday-of-ordinary-time-july-15-2018


 

FIRST READING ~ Amos 7:12-15 ~ 

Amaziah, priest of Bethel, said to Amos, "Off with you, visionary, flee to the land of 

Judah! There earn your bread by prophesying, but never again prophesy in Bethel; for 

it is the king's sanctuary and a royal temple." Amos answered Amaziah, "I was no 

prophet, nor have I belonged to a company of prophets; I was a shepherd and a dresser 

of sycamores. The LORD took me from following the flock, and said to me, Go, 

prophesy to my people Israel." 
Amos was a curious character. His ‘job’ had been to cut and prune trees. But he decided to go to the 

Bethel ‘Shrine’ (think National Cathedral) and declare that while the country was not at war - and 

wealth was increasing - the poor were being oppressed. Because God’s will was often spoken through 

‘prophet’s’, a King would carefully silence this prophetic voice by putting priests and prophets working 

in the national shrine ‘on the pay-roll’. Amos declares enough is enough! The Priest of Bethel, Amaziah, 

wants Amos to ‘go away’. Amos declares ‘I am not corrupt and ‘paid off’ like you.  

 In today’s culture, do you know of any current 

day Amos’s or current day Amaziah’s?  

 What do you say about the issues affecting the 

poor & oppressed when it is raised in 

conversation? 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ 2 Ephesians 1:3-14 ~ 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, 

as he chose us in him, before the foundation 

of the world, to be holy and without blemish 

before him. In love he destined us for 

adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in 

accord with the favor of his will, for the 

praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved. In him we have 

redemption by his blood, the forgiveness of transgressions, in accord with the riches of 

his grace that he lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight, he has made known to us 

the mystery of his will in accord with his favor that he set forth in him as a plan for the 

fullness of times, to sum up all things in Christ, in heaven and on earth. In him we were 

also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One who accomplishes all things 

according to the intention of his will, so that we might exist for the praise of his glory, 

we who first hoped in Christ. In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised holy 

Spirit, which is the first installment of our inheritance toward redemption as God's 

possession, to the praise of his glory. 

  



 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians can be understood as a collection of hymns and prayers used in the early 

liturgy of the Church. Consider the beauty of this prayer. You are blessed with every spiritual blessing. 

You are chosen to be holy and pure. You have been adopted into God’s family. You have been forgiven 

and washed clean from all sin by the blood of Jesus. You exist for the praise of God. You have heard 

the word of truth. You have been sealed and marked and indwelt by the holy spirit.  

 Which idea in this prayer speaks deeply to you and why? 

 How are using the gifts the Holy Spirit has given you? 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ~ Mark 6:7-13 ~ 

Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out two by two and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits. He instructed them to take nothing for the journey but 
a walking stick-- no food, no sack, no money in their belts. They were, however, to 
wear sandals but not a second tunic. He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave. Whatever place does not welcome you or listen to you, 
leave there and shake the dust off your feet in testimony against them." So they went 
off and preached repentance. The Twelve drove out many demons, and they anointed 
with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

At the beginning of the Gospel of Mark a very clear pattern of events takes place with Jesus. 

Everywhere, every day, Jesus casts out evil. The kingdom of God is more than an idea. It is to be an 

experience where good replaces evil. After his own townspeople of Nazareth refuse to believe in him, 

instead of sulking and being limited by their rejection, he calls twelve to go out with power to cast out 

evil. Jesus empowers others to become like him.  

 Have you experienced a moment of decision: Shall I react and let myself become small or be 

proactive and allow myself to become big? How can you work toward becoming a kingdom person 

of healing and curing? 

The lifestyle of the disciple is significant. We are to live as Jesus lived. Only wandering missionary items 

were to be taken - sandals and walking stick. An extra tunic was frequently used as a tent to keep one 

warm for the night. No extra signs of wealth or comfort. No house-hopping when the food or bedroom 

may not be great. Disciples were to witness to a life-style that revealed the concerns of the kingdom, not 

concerns of comfort.  

 Do you feel you are living the life of a disciple of Jesus? 

 Do you find yourself concerned for the kingdom or comfortable in the world? Is life becoming 

cluttered with items at the expense of being a disciple? 

A missionary disciple can become worried or saddened they are not welcomed or listened to. Jesus tells 

them they can adopt the Jewish practice of dusting their shoes. Jewish people on returning from a 

gentile land into the holy land dusted their feet at the border crossing. They symbolically ʻshook offʼ 

any rejection of God from unbelievers.  

 Have you ever felt rejected by sharing Jesus with others?  

 Is there a rejection experience you are still trying to work through and ʻshake offʼ? 

  



MEDITATION 

What kind of authority and power does the Lord want you to exercise on his behalf? 

Jesus gave his apostles both the power and the authority to speak and to act in his name. 

He commanded them to do the works which he did - to heal the sick. to cast out evil 

spirits, and to speak the word of God - the good news of the gospel which they received 

from Jesus. When Jesus spoke of power and authority he did something unheard of. He 

wedded power and authority with self-sacrificing love and humility. The "world" and 

the "flesh" seek power for selfish gain. Jesus teaches us to use it for the good of our 

neighbor. 

Why does Jesus tell the apostles to "travel light" with little or no provision? "Poverty 

of spirit" frees us from greed and preoccupation with our possessions and makes ample 

room for God's provision. The Lord wants his disciples to be dependent on him and not 

on themselves. He wills to work in and through each of us for his glory. Are you ready 

to use the spiritual authority and power which God wishes you to exercise on his behalf? 

The Lord entrusts us with his gifts and talents.  
 

 What kind of authority and power does the Lord want you to exercise on His behalf?  Or is that 

only for those that are ordained to ministry? 

 Are you eager to place yourself at his service, to do whatever He bids you, and to witness His truth 

and saving power to whomever He sends you? 

 Do you have anything else from the readings and mediation you would like to share? 
 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Leader: (If time, allow for intercessions) … In closing, let us now pray … 
 

ALL: Lord Jesus, make me a channel of your healing power and merciful love that 

others may find abundant life and freedom in you. Free me from all other 

attachments that I may joyfully pursue the treasure of your heavenly kingdom. 

May I witness the joy of the Gospel both in word and deed. 
 

 

St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be… Amen. 

 

 

 
[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 
[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Todays readings come from the New American Bible, Revised Edition (NABRE) and were copied from the USCCB website: http://www.usccb.org/bible/index.cfm]  
[Meditation is copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 

http://www.maristlaitynz.org/
http://www.livingtheword.org.nz/
https://dailyscripture.net/
mailto:dailyscripture@servantsoftheword.org

