120 South Eastmoor Drive
Post Office Box 67
New Bremen, OH 45869
419.629.2543

November 28, 2021

Mass Schedule:
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

4:30 p.m.
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Saturday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Fri
Wed

3:30 – 4:20 p.m.
6:00 – 6:50 p.m.
7:30 – 8:20 a.m.
11:00 – 11:55 a.m.

Adoration/Exposition:
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff:

New Parishioners: We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration forms are available online, in folders in the
church entrance, or by contacting the parish office.
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. Scheduled on the 2nd
Monday in March, July, and November.
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.
Pastoral Council: Chair: Jim Kaiser, 419.953.3316
Co-Chair: Scott Frey, 419.204.8729
Prayer Line: 419.629.2981, 419.629.2406 or 419.629.2639
Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440

Phone: 419.629.2543
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm
Fri
9 am – noon
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn
419.629.3031 [rectory]
hrpastor@nktelco.net
Deacon: Greg Bornhorst
419.305.1977 [cell]
holyredeemer@nktelco.net
Accountant: Mary Eyink
419.629.2226 [home]
Coordinator of Elementary CCD and
Community Outreach:
Kathy Pape
hrcre@nktelco.net
Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and
Youth Ministry:
Jenny Sailer
jsailer@nktelco.net
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music:
Nick Wilker
hrmusic@nktelco.net
Pastoral Associate:
Brad Feltz
hrtech@nktelco.net

LIVE THE
THE LITURGY
LITURGY
LIVE
INSPIRATION FOR
FOR THE
THE WEEK
WEEK
INSPIRATION

Date
11/21

Our Gift in Response to God’s Gift
Over/(Under)
Budget*
Total
Count
$7,061.87
$2,708.00
$(4,353.87)
953
October **
$47,704.35
$36,591.54
$(11,112.81)
YTD ***
$171,735.66
$143,833.75 $(27,901.91)

* Weekly contribution budget is only weekly collection (envelopes).
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving.
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (Jul-Oct)

NO ONE HAS EVER BECOME POOR BY GIVING .
Any human success requires vigilance. Opportunities
and powerful moments of encounter can easily be
missed when we are not attentive. It is all too easy today
to live distracted and preoccupied lives. There is so
much vying for our attention that it can be hard to be
selective and really focus. Caught up in this whirlwind
of busyness and anxiety, we become tired and almost
sleepwalk through life. Advent is a time to selectively
focus. These beautiful four short weeks are a time to
look backward and forward and be attentive to the
human journey and God’s revelation. From the
beginning of time, God has been seeking our attention.
He constantly reminds us of the justice he desires to
bring and the promise of his abiding unconditional love.
Understanding and growing in these truths requires
alertness so that we can be strengthened in our faith and
prepared for whatever will come.
©LPi

Welcome to
the Church

Daughter of Douglas Dennings & Alyssa Ditty

www.givecatholicaoc.org
You asked, now is your chance: Holy Redeemer is registered
for the GiveCatholicAOC Campaign for 2021. Any donations
made on www.givecatholicaoc.org on #GivingTuesday,
11/30/2021 will NOT be assessed by the Archdiocese – all
donations (after any applicable service fees by GiveCentral)
that are made on the GiveCentral website will be given
directly to Holy Redeemer. The contribution can only be
made on Tuesday, November 30. We will be available
that day in the office for anyone that needs help.
Contributions can be made before/after this date, but will be
assessed by the Archdiocese as normal.

It is impossible to find a saint who did not take the ‘two p’s seriously: Prayer and Penance. – St Francis Xavier
Church Directory
The church directory is still being worked on – in fact, it is not too late to submit a picture to be added to the latest
book. We would love to include everyone this year, so if you did not have your picture taken by UCD or submitted
a picture, please send to hrtech@nktelco.net or drop off in the office, and we can scan and give the picture back.
Reminder also to send in any military photos (past or current) so we can honor them in the church book.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially when we are
exhausted. Life’s demands have a way of zapping every last bit of
energy out of us. When we are tired it affects us not only
physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well. All of our
senses are dulled and diminished. We can overlook details, become
disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached. Getting
sufficient physical rest only helps so much. We need to be
rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in other ways. If we are
psychologically exhausted, we need to understand what is draining
our emotions and taxing our relationships. If we are spiritually
tired, we need to find the necessary “shot in the arm” to put us back
in touch with God. Unfortunately, exhaustion is seldom limited to
just one part of who we are. When we lack energy and zeal it is
usually the case that everything suffers. We not only are affected
physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well. In short,
when we run out of gas the engine stops.
And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all times.”
Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” can do to us.
One day pours into another and time quickly flies by. Any one of
us can take a moment and reflect on how many wonderful, creative
opportunities we miss because there is always so much “stuff” to
do and so little time to do it. Usually these are missed moments of
love, and if we are missing love encounters we are also missing
God. Sleepwalking through life, we check the boxes next to our list
of “must and have to dos” and justify it all by convincing ourselves
that tomorrow is another day and there’ll be more time. It may
surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and time is running out. While
we may like to believe that we have an “eternity” of time to do all
those things that require the focus, energy, and desire we do not
currently have, we don’t. We’re on a limited ride and time is short.
Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] catch you by
surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be judged on love and so
easily justify not having all that much time to do so, then it seems
we must shift focus a bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, “We desire
to be able to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not in a cold
manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and humility, a heart
so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for one another.”
Getting to this place doesn’t “just happen.” It requires vigilance
and discipline both with a knowledge of what is really of
importance and what really needs to be the focus of our energy and
time. Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that we can stay alert,
be strengthened in our faith, and prepared for whatever will come.
Don’t miss another opportunity to love.
©LPi

November 28: First Sunday of Advent
First Reading – Jeremiah 33:14-16:
I will raise up for David a just shoot; he shall do what is
right and just in the land. (Jer 33:15)
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of God’s promise to fulfill
the covenant made with King David, four hundred years
earlier in 1000 B.C. As we enter into the season of Advent,
how might you show your fidelity to God?
Psalm 25: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2:
Strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness before
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with
all his holy ones. (1 Thes 3:13)
Paul’s prayer for the believers in Thessalonica is to
abound in love and strength for one another in
preparation for the return of Christ. How do you think
communities of faith can support each other during the
Advent season?
Gospel:
Stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption
is at hand. (Lk 21:28)
In Jesus teaching the disciples about the coming end times
and judgement day, he warns them not to be too distracted
by the stresses and anxieties of daily life. How do you keep
focused on your spiritual life amongst the many daily
challenges we face?

For Sunday readings and reflections / meditations,
see our website at https://hrcatholic.org/bulletin.
Next Week – December 5: Second Sunday of Advent
First Reading – Baruch 5:1-9:
For God will show all the earth your splendor: you will be
named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory of
God’s worship. (Bar 5:4)
Baruch offers the captive Israelites in Babylon a vision of
hope in which their broken relationship with God will be
fully restored. What aspects of your relationship with God
are in need of restoration?
Psalm 126: The Lord has done great things for us; we are
filled with joy.
Second Reading – Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11:
And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever
more and more in knowledge and every kind of
perception, to discern what is of value, so that you may be
pure and blameless for the day of Christ. (Phil 1:9-10)
Paul offers an opening prayer of joy for the believers in
the city of Philippi. As the season of Advent continues,
what brings joy to your life?
Gospel – Luke 3:1-6:
The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough
ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of
God. (Mk 7:37)
With Luke placing the preaching and activities of John the
Baptist in its historical and political context, he
communicates the idea that God is acting in real, human
history. What do you see as the power of this assertion?

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
I recently experienced the “I would not wish this
on my worst enemy” situation. Jeff and I both
came down with Covid. Other than a bad cough
and losing his taste Jeff faired pretty well. Now I
on the other hand, not so good. Several days of
nausea and vomiting, days of not being able to eat,
and just complete fatigue and tiredness. 21 days
later I still don’t have my strength and energy back.
But I will tell you about few things I do have. I
have tremendous co-workers, one who will cover
for CCD at the drop of a hat even when her plate is
already full. An office assistant that listens to you
through all the problems. But most of all, this
Church, Holy Redeemer. I was finally able to go
back to church this past Sunday. I had missed the
two previous Sundays. I had also missed three
weeks of CCD. When I sat down in church on
Sunday I had to fight back the tears. The music
was beautiful. I wanted to grab and hug every kid
I saw, but most of all there was GOD. Somethings
you take for granted and after being as sick as I was
(or as bad as I felt) I realized just how much we
take God for granted. I would have to say that was
the happiest I have ever been to be back in church.
(Sorry Jeff, even more happy than the day I
married you). I hope I never have to suffer a
wakeup call like this again, but all I have to do is
remind myself what Jesus went through for us and
then Covid doesn’t look too bad.

- Kathy Pape
How many stars can you count?

GOSPEL: One day, hopefully Jesus will come back to take us home to live with Him in heaven. So when scary
things happen around us, we do not need to be afraid. We can stand up tall, because we know heaven will be so much
better than this world.

PRAYER: Dear God, when I am afraid, help me to be brave and trust in you.
MISSION FOR THE WEEK: I will pray every morning that my family and me sees and stays on God’s path.

The Bishops of Ohio
have restored the
general obligation to
attend
Mass
on
Sunday and Holy
Days effective June
5/6, 2021 (see letter at
https://catholicaoc.org)
Those who are ill, have significant health risk factors or
care for someone who is compromised or ill, are not
obligated to attend Mass in-person on Sunday and Holy
Days as well as those who have significant fear or
anxiety of contracting the coronavirus in a large group
of people. These should observe the Lord’s Day and are
encouraged to spend time in prayer on Sunday,
meditating on the Lord’s passion, death and
resurrection. An appropriate way to do this is through
viewing a broadcast of Sunday Mass.
Mass that is broadcast through various media, including
livestream, is not intended as an alternative nor does it
fulfill the obligation for persons who are able to gather
for a Sunday celebration and other Holy Days. They
are intended for the sick, homebound, imprisoned etc.
who are unable to attend Mass in person.

Who is a Deacon?
A deacon is an ordained minister of the Catholic Church. There are
three groups, or "orders," of ordained ministers in the Church:
bishops, presbyters (priests), and deacons. Deacons are ordained
as a sacramental sign to the Church and to the world of Christ, who
came "to serve and not to be served." The entire Church is called
by Christ to serve, and the deacon, in virtue of his sacramental
ordination and through his various ministries, is to be a servant in
a Servant-Church.

What are these "various ministries" of the Deacon?
All ordained ministers in the Church are called to functions of
Word, Sacrament, and Charity, but bishops, presbyters and
deacons exercise these functions in various ways. As ministers of
Word, deacons proclaim the Gospel, preach, and teach in the
name of the Church. As ministers of Sacrament, deacons baptize,
lead the faithful in prayer, witness marriages, and conduct wake
and funeral services. As ministers of Charity, deacons are leaders
in identifying the needs of others, then marshaling the Church's
resources to meet those needs. Deacons are also dedicated to
eliminating the injustices or inequities that cause such needs. But
no matter what specific functions a deacon performs, they flow
from his sacramental identity. In other words, it is not only WHAT
a deacon does, but WHO a deacon is, that is important.
(Source: usccb.com)
-Brad Feltz

The next BOOK CLUB meeting will be
Tuesday, December 14, at 6:45 p.m. The
book selection for this month is “The Four
Signs of a Dynamic Catholic” by Matthew
Kelly. A brief description: Walk into any
Catholic Church on Sunday and look around,
you will discover that some people are highly
engaged, others are massively disengaged and
the majority are somewhere in between.
Why? What is the difference between highly
engaged Catholics and disengaged Catholics? Matthew Kelly
explores this question and discovers four things that make the
difference between high engaged Catholics and disengaged
Catholics. These four signs are simple and practical. Whether
you are ready to let God take your spiritual life to the next level or
want to help reinvigorate your parish, come join the discussion
and discover “The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic” that
promises to take you on a journey to help you live out the genius
of Catholicism in your everyday life. All are welcome!
St. John Damascene | Feast Day December 4
St. John Damascene (676 -749) was the son of the chief of the revenue department in the city of
Damascus. Through his father, he received a classical and theological education and attempted to
follow in his footsteps by serving in a government position. However, the Lord was calling him to
a different life, and a few years later he resigned from his position and went to the Monastery of
St. Sabas, where he wrote books and composed hymns along with his adopted brother, Cosmas.
St. John Damascene is best known for his writings against the iconoclasts, who opposed the
veneration of images; his treatise, Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, a summary of the Greek
Fathers; and his work as a poet, one of the two greatest of the Eastern Church. His devotion to the
Blessed Mother and his sermons on her feasts are well known.

Beacons of Light Update
After receiving and reviewing
nearly 8,000 comments on
the draft Families of Parishes
last month, the final Families
of Parishes have been revised
and submitted to Archbishop
Dennis Schnurr for approval.
Sunday, December 5, is the day they will be announced.
At that time, maps will be available on the
BeaconsAoC.org website to view and download. In the
meantime, you may visit BeaconsAoC.org to review the
FAQs and information regarding Beacons of Light. New
questions have been added including information on how
Beacons of Light will affect Catholic schools.
The True Presence of Christ is always waiting for
you in the tabernacle, come and pray with Him!
The 32nd annual National Night of Prayer for Life will be
held at the Spiritual Center chapel, Maria Stein, starting at
7:00 until 11:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 8. Four hours
of Eucharistic Adoration and prayers of reparation to end
abortion will be offered. Each hour will begin with a hymn &
prayers including the rosary and the Divine Mercy
chaplet. This Night of Prayer will again unite over 600
parishes across the nation to end abortion. It will be opened
with exposition by Deacon Greg Bornhorst who will also close
with Benediction. All are welcome and participants may
come for all or part of this special night.
"Journeys of Faith: Shrines, Souvenirs and Catholic
Tourism" Catholic shrines and festivals attract millions of
visitors each year, ranging from pilgrims on spiritual journeys
to casual tourists. This exhibit, featuring items from the Marian
Library and the U.S. Catholic Special Collection, explores the
motivations for Catholic travel; what visitors do at these sites;
and the souvenirs they bring back — from handcrafted
devotional objects to quirky mementos. Dates: Open now
through Jan. 31, 2022. Cost: Free and open to the public.
Location: Marian Library Gallery (seventh floor of Roesch
Library on the University of Dayton campus). Hours: 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. weekdays, through January 31, 2022. More
information available at go.udayton.edu/journeysoffaith.
Rediscover Your Marriage – Retrouvaille (pronounced
retro-vi with a long i) simply means ‘rediscovery’. The
program offers the chance to rediscover yourself, your spouse,
and a loving relationship in your marriage. Many headed for
divorce have successfully saved their marriages by attending.
Retrouvaille is not a spiritual retreat, not a sensitivity group,
not a seminar, and not a social gathering. For confidential
information or to register for the January program beginning
with a weekend on January 7, 8, and 9, 2022, call 513-4866222 or visit the website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com

The following are offered at the Shrine of the Holy
Relics, 2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein. For more
information or to register, contact Susie Bergman
by email at s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org or
419-925-4532 or visit www.mariasteinshrine.org.
DECEMBER 4 | SAINT NICHOLAS COLORING CONTEST | Forms
available at the welcome desk in the back of church.
DECEMBER 5 | SAINT NICHOLAS CELEBRATION | 2-4 pm.
$10/child. All children must be accompanied
by an adult.
NOVEMBER 26 – JANUARY 9 | ANNUAL NATIVITIES

St. Charles Center is looking for part time help in their kitchen
–shifts include day cooks 6:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.; evening 3:306:30 p.m.; weekend 6:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. or 3:30-6:30 p.m.
Duties include food prep, serving food and clean up. Contact
the Food Service Manager to inquire about a position. 419925-4516 ext 711 or hrmanager@cpps-preciousblood.org.
Interested in learning the Creighton Method? Not sure what it
is? Natural family planning has lots of great benefits. It helps
with infertility, spacing out births, and can reveal symptoms a
woman may not know she is having. I’m excited to teach
women and couples. Appointments are one on one. Feel free
to email me at kristabertke@hotmail.com.
Mercer Health is sponsoring Christmas at Memorial Park is
on Friday, December 3rd. This is sure to be a fun, festive
community event and participation from local community
members, organizations and businesses will surely make it a
success! Please see the bulletin board for more information.
The Celina IC Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday,
December 4, from 9 to 4, in the Parish Activity Center, at the
corner of Walnut and Anthony in Celina. Featured will be
holiday gifts and decorations, as well as a raffle. Also for sale
will be K. of C. waffles and baked goods. Lunch will be
available from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., consisting of sandwiches,
soups, salads, and desserts. The public is invited.

MINISTRY SCHEDULES – November 29 to December 5
Mon, Nov 29
7:00 PM
Lector
Rosary
Servers

Tue. Nov 30
8:30 AM

Wed, Dec 1
12:05 PM

Thu, Dec 2
7:00 PM

Fri, Dec 3
8:30 AM

Dave Stucke

Susan McDaniel

Jennifer Sailer

Dave Stucke

Kaye Wint

Amy Wilson

Rita Kramer
Kaye Wint

Jennifer Sailer

Diane Naseman

Iva Lou Bergman
Bert McDermitt

Tommy McNaughton
Tate Niekamp

Madison Thornton
June Wilson
Elmwood
Fri, Dec 3, 1:30PM

EMHC

Marilyn Nerderman

Elmwood
Sun, Nov 28, 9:30AM
Susan Kramer & Carol Turner
Sat, Dec 4
4:30 PM

Sun, Dec 5
8:00 AM

Homebound
Sun, Nov 28, 11:00AM
Jennifer Sailer
Sun, Dec 5
10:00 AM
Kyle Elking
James Kaiser

A/V
Cantor

Ensemble

Tom Walter

Choir
Curt Anderson
Dick Bergman
Bob Kruse

Collection Counter
Deacon

Greg Bornhorst

EMHC

Jennifer Hirschfeld
Valerie Mumaw
Rita Niekamp
Bob Niekamp

Brent Goettemoeller
Julie Goettemoeller
Steve McDermitt
Adam Topp

Linda Baker
Megan Reinhart
Larry Topp

Lectors

Steve Bertke
Scott Bertke

Erin Niekamp
Nancy Topp

Dawn McNaughton
Pam Kaiser

Coordinator

Jean Homan

Deb Kruse

Susan McDaniel

Rosary

Jason Garman

Amy Wilson

Susan Niekamp

Servers

Noah Carte
Austin Mumaw
Phillip Roetgerman

Troy Dwenger
Summer Kuenning
Trevor Topp

April Baker
Sarah Dwenger
Ryan Dwenger

Terry Eyink
Philip Heitkamp
Mary Moeller

Rod Brandt (s)
Joel Niekamp
Larry Speelman

Steve Dwenger
Jeff Kremer
Doug McNaughton
Dave Steineman

Ushers

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
Recognizing God in Your Ordinary Moments

At this Christmas when Christ comes,
will He find a warm heart?
– St Teresa of Calcutta

Where do you fall in the “Christmas-songs-in-November” debate — do you like them, tolerate them, or outright hate them?
There’s no theological problem with Christmas songs in November outside of worship, even if it’s not everyone’s cup of tea.
But there is a problem with getting so caught up in the baggage of the season — the trimmings, the gifts, the celebrations, all
of which are marvelous in their own way — that you forget to prepare the manger.
Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential season. It’s hard to miss that point — Lent doesn’t even have any fun
songs you can groove to on the radio. We are pretty good at recognizing that Lent calls us to examine ourselves. To deny
ourselves. To give of ourselves. And most of all, Lent calls us to prepare, as a good steward does, for the return of our master.
It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but Advent is just as much of an opportunity for penance, preparation, and
reconciliation to God — and just as much reason, too. The very name of the season — “advent” — encourages us to focus on
what is coming, not what is already here. Be on guard, the readings tell us today, “so that your hearts are not weighed down
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and (the coming of the Lord) catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.”
So let us not forget — our master’s advent is upon us. And let us ask ourselves: how can we prepare the manger?
- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Mon, Nov 29: Advent Weekday
7:00 pm Leo & Marie Wente Family
Tue, Nov 30: St. Andrew, Apostle
8:30 am Werner Prenger
Wed, Dec 1: Advent Weekday
12:05 pm Dolores & Newton VanDeMark
Thu, Dec 2: Advent Weekday
7:00 pm Mary Mescher
Fri, Dec 3: St. Francis Xavier
First Friday
8:30 am George & Irene Speelman
Sat, Dec 4: Vigil for Second Sunday of Advent
First Saturday
4:30 pm Phyllis Stachler
Sun, Dec 5: Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Holy Redeemer Parishioners
10:00 am Kyle Bensman & Ralph Holdheide

November 29 to December 5
7:30 pm Ensemble Practice
9a - 9 pm Exposition and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.
Wed 4:15-5:15 pm CCD Grades 1-6, Session A
5:30-6:30 pm CCD Grades 1-6, Session B
6:45-7:45 pm CCD Grades 7-8
7:00 pm Choir practice
8:00-9:00 pm CCD Grades 9-12
7:45 pm RCIA – Conference Room
Thu
8:00 am Rosary for our Nation
Sat
5:45 pm Baptism: Levi William Luthman, Son
of Gregory & Trisha (Maurer)
Luthman
Mon
Tue

First Sunday of Advent
Each year, this season of Advent comes around. We
bless one candle each week in Advent. Let us ask God
to bless our family on this First Sunday of Advent:
God of new beginnings,
today we begin a new year in our church
with the image of a wreath.
We ask you to bless our family.
Help us to see our family life as a wreath,
without a beginning and without an end.
As we light this one candle,
we recall how you have changed our family
since we last gathered around the Advent wreath.
Help us to be for others
what this family has been to us—
a helper in times of need
and a source of abundant blessings
to share with others.
We ask this through Christ,
who is the Alpha and Omega.
Amen.
©LPi

