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LIVE THE LITURGY
INSPIRATION FOR CHRISTMAS

Merry Christmas! There is something sacred about sun
when it dances upon a field of newly iced snow. Lights
and colors bounce around in myriad ways flashing
prisms of beauty as if in tune with the rhythm of a
melodic dance. The Word became flesh and now dwells
among us. Humanity can now dance. We sparkle with
the beauty and radiance of God and can now walk
through life with confidence knowing that we have been
divinely kissed. It is a sacred moment, a holy marriage
between God and His sons and daughters. All is bright
and all is well. Today we celebrate who we are in Christ
and rest safely in God’s care. God’s presence, revealed
in the humble birth of His Son, dances in our hearts,
calling us to beauty, truth, purpose, and love. Today we
know, without doubt, that we are not the product of the
rambling offerings of a universe that created itself. We
are loved, treasured, and blessed. We have a Savior who
can show us the way. Accept him.
©LPi
LIVE THE LITURGY
INSPIRATION FOR THE HOLY FAMILY
It was the best of times and it was
the worst of times. Our families
can bring out the best and the
worst in us. This is true of our
families of origin, the current
family of which we are a part, the
family of our church, our society,
and the like. In all of our family
experiences, what stands out as
our most challenging memory?
Everything human can be found
on the pages of family life. But
there is also a Divine story to be
discovered as well. When life
gets difficult and perplexing,
today’s Feast of the Holy Family stands to remind us that
it is not just by human effort that we tread treacherous
waters. We have to remember and learn from the Divine
effort too. We need this perspective if our love lessons
are going to be learned completely and well. We are all
works in progress and we all come from homes that are
broken by imperfection. In whatever life brings us and in
whatever family we find ourselves, may the promptings
we feel toward faith and hope lead us to greater love. ©LPi

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION - CHRISTMAS
“He so loved us that for our sake He was made
man in time, through Whom all times were made;
was in the world less in years than His servants,
though older than the world itself in His eternity;
was made man, Who made man; was created of a
mother, whom He created; was carried by hands
which He formed; nursed at the breasts which He
had filled; cried in the manger in wordless infancy,
He the Word without Whom all human eloquence
is mute (St. Augustine, Sermon 188).” The miracle
of what happens at Christmas is truly an awesome
mystery. Revealed in the silent ordinariness of life
is God’s intimate love for humanity and all that he
made. The Word, existing for all time, comes and
dwells among us. God kisses us. We can seek and
soar with playful delight as a joy never known
before fills our heart.
Joy is best expressed through dance. There is just
something truly wonderful about the self-abandon
a beautiful melodic dance reveals. If we are able to
let go and really be free, it celebrates life in a way
few other experiences really can. With the birth of
Jesus Christ, God takes the Divine Dance to a
deeper and more tangible level. We can now not
only see what we believe but believe what we see!
This most perfect dance is a call to beauty,
innocence, truth, purpose, hope, faith, and love.
Today we know, beyond doubt, that we are a
necessary part of God’s beautifully choreographed
masterpiece of life and not just a random
happening without real intent or purpose. We are
loved, treasured, and blessed.
Accepting the truth of God’s birth in time we also
accept an invitation to dance with God. We can let
go of what tethers us to anxious concerns and
superficial securities. Throw caution to the wind
and go with God. We have been blessed with
talents, gifts, and life eternal. Follow the rhythm of
the dance with joy and listen to what the Word
who became flesh tells us about what the next
steps can be. Today, heaven remains the same, but
earth has been profoundly changed.
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December 25: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas):
First Reading – Isaiah 52:7-10:
All the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God. (Is 52:10)
The prophet Isaiah offered a song of praise in seeing the Lord’s return and
the salvation of his people. How will you celebrate today the birth of the
Messiah?
Second Reading – Hebrews 1:1-6:
In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors
through the prophets; in these last days, he has spoken to us through the
Son. (Heb 1:1-2)
The opening prologue of the Letter to the Hebrews is similar in poetic
structure and theology to the prologue of the Gospel of John (today’s
Gospel reading). Both texts place heavy emphasis on the divinity of Jesus.
In the birth of Jesus where do you see his divinity present?
Gospel – John 1:1-18:
And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw
his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. (Jn
1:14)

The opening prologue to the Gospel offers a beautiful portrait of Jesus:
“And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” How does
the celebration of Christmas help you sense God’s presence in the world?

December 26: The Holy Family
First Reading – 1 Samuel 20-22, 24-28:
“I prayed for this child, and the LORD granted my request. Now I, in turn,
give him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the
LORD.” (1 Sm 1:27-28)
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, and Samuel’s father are portrayed as
parents of deep prayer and great faith. How would you describe the faith
of your mother or father?
Psalm 84:
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.
Second Reading – 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24:
See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the
children of God. And so we are. (1 Jn 3:1)
John teaches us that if we believe in Jesus and love one another, “we may
be called children of God.” How do you show gratitude for being part of
this holy family?
Gospel – Luke 2:41-52:
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. (Lk 2:46)
Luke is the only Evangelist to preserve a story about Jesus from his youth.
In this account, Mary and Joseph are filled with “great anxiety” as they
searched for Jesus who they thought was lost. How do you seek God’s
help for the anxious moments in your family?

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

SERVER TRAINING for any 5th graders (to begin serving weekdays), 7th graders (to begin serving weekends), or as a refresher
for anyone, will be held on Wednesday, January 12 (during the 4:15, 5:30, and 6:45 CCD sessions).

GOSPEL: Long ago, God promised to send a Savior
into the world. So when Jesus was finally born in
Bethlehem, the angels praised God. The angels shared
God’s great news with the shepherds, so they could find
Jesus and praise God, too.

PRAYER:
Dear
God,
thank you for
sending Jesus
into the world.
I want to
praise
You
like the angels
did.

MISSION
FOR THE
WEEK: Ask
your parents to
light candles
and join you in singing songs about Jesus.

Do you pray for the dying?
Praying for the dying is essential to the message of Divine Mercy. Jesus told St. Faustina:
At the hour of their death, I defend as My own glory every soul that will say this chaplet; or
when others say it for a dying person, the pardon is the same. When this chaplet is said by the
bedside of a dying person, God’s anger is placated, unfathomable mercy envelops the soul, and
the very depths of My tender mercy are moved for the sake of the sorrowful Passion of My
Son. (811)
This is one of the most powerful promises in all of St. Faustina’s Diary. No matter who the
dying person in question may be, God promises to defend them as His own glory if you simply
say the Chaplet of Divine Mercy for them. It only takes about seven minutes to pray the Divine
Mercy Chaplet. Armed with the weapon of Divine Mercy, think about all the good you can do
for others.
So, whenever you hear about someone who is sick and in danger of dying, say the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy for them. Even if the dying person lives far away, your prayers still
count (see Diary, 835).
(https://www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/praying-dying)
We are beginning a new ministry at Holy Redeemer. Whenever we are notified of someone who is close to dying, we will
contact everyone in this ministry to pray a Divine Mercy Chaplet as soon as they are able for the intentions of that
person’s soul. If you feel so called to be a part of this ministry, please contact the office ( hrtech@nktelco.net or 419629-2543) to get signed up for our new Remind contact group (HR Divine Mercy, @hrmercy).

“I realize more and more how much every soul needs God’s mercy throughout life and
particularly at the hour of death.” (St. Faustina, Diary, 1036)
GOSPEL MEDITATION – HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our families of origin, the current family of which we
are a part, the family of our Church, our society, and our global family as well. Everything human can be found in family stories.
Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as painful spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest
wounds are usually connected with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, and unresolved baggage often color what
we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute to our level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become,
and what prejudices we believe.
In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that it is not only by human effort that we negotiate the difficult
and challenging events of our lives. There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the human effort can create quite a mess
and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we are associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to
help us understand that there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of hardship,
determination in the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but wounds, and light where there is darkness.
Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we do, we will
never be free from the imperfections and wounds that bind us and never be able to understand what
it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the “light which comes from the Holy Family
encourages us to offer human warmth to other families.” While this is most certainly true, we can
only really begin to do this when we realize that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the
wounds and sins of our past, and still a leading star in God’s continually unfolding story of love.
The Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth because they knew they were not alone. We can
too.
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St. Stephen | Feast Day December 26
The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr. A man filled
with grace and power, he worked great wonders among the people. Some Jews debated with St.
Stephen but could not match his wisdom and spirit. Eventually, a charge of blasphemy was
brought up against him, and the local population demanded that he be tried and sentenced. He
was seized and carried before the Sanhedrin.
Despite the danger he faced, in front of the Sanhedrin and his accusers, St. Stephen gave a long
speech about the history of Israel and the blessings that God had given upon His chosen people.
He talked about how Israel had become disobedient despite God’s abundant mercy. This enraged
his accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged him out of the city and stoned him to death.
Even in his final moments, St. Stephen displayed great forgiveness and even asked God not to
hold the sins of his attackers against them. Hundreds of years after his death, he is still a role
model for us to follow.

MINISTRY SCHEDULES – December 27 to January 2
Mon, Dec 27,
7:00 PM
Lector
Rosary
Server

(s) open sub request
* incense

Fri, Dec 31, 4:30 PM *

Wed, Dec 29,
12:05 PM

Susan McDaniel

Kathy Pape

Dave Stucke

Diane Bensman

Rita Kramer
Kaye Wint

Jennifer Sailer

Diane Naseman

Emily Bambauer
Keira Wellman

Pam Kaiser
Sat, Jan 1, 4:30 PM

Lily Homan
Ali Trego
Elmwood
Sun, Jan 2, 9:30AM
Susan Kramer & Carol Turner
Sun, Jan 2, 8:00 AM *

Homebound
Sun, Jan 2, 11:00AM
Brad Feltz
Sun, Jan 2, 10:00 AM *
Mark Bensman
Josh Bensman

A/V
Cantor

Ensemble

Marcus Nitschke

Choir
Jason Dicke
Brenda Kuck
NOT FILLED

Collection Counter
Deacon

Thu, Dec 30,
7:00 PM

Jenny Niekamp

Elmwood
Fri, Dec 31, 1:30PM
EMHC

Tue, Dec 28,
8:30 AM

Greg Bornhorst

Greg Bornhorst

Adam Topp
Bridget Wilson
Lillian Wilson

Jenna Heitkamp (s)
Hayley This
Jason This

Brent Goettemoeller
Julie Goettemoeller
Hollie Kremer
Steve McDermitt

Steve Bertke
Shannon Craft
Molly Dues
Cheryl Kuck

Lector

Deb Freeman
Susan McDaniel

Scott Bertke
Gwen Wilker

Greg Heitkamp
Janet Eshelman

Erin Niekamp
Casey Dues

Coordinator

Jean Homan

Jean Homan

Deb Kruse

Susan McDaniel

Rosary

Amy Wilson

Beth Thieman

Nancy Topp

Jason Garman

Ella Kramer
Roman Spragg
Trevor Topp
NOT FILLED

Noah Carte (s)
Tyler Lammers
Tanner This

Patrick Bernhold
Sam Bernhold
Phillip Roetgerman
Joshua Timmerman

Mackenzie Bornhorst
Owen Bornhorst
Emma Eshleman
Luke Garman
Gavin Pleiman
Jack Sailer
Ben Sailer
Aaron Wuebker

Philip Heitkamp
Doug Kramer
Larry Speelman

Larry Lane
Bill Schemmel
Dave Steineman

Andy Bernhold
Rod Brandt
John Clune

Greg Elking
Jeff Kremer
Alan Kruse
Joel Niekamp

EMHC

Server

Usher

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
Recognizing God in Your Ordinary Moments
At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the Christ Child intimidating — who are we
to aspire to that level of discipleship? How could we ever hope to conform ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can even be
painful — perhaps we hail from a broken family or struggle with a broken relationship within our family, or perhaps we long
to be a mother or a father ourselves and that state in life has eluded us.
But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful invitation to us all, no matter our vocation or our state in life, and
the example of Mary, Joseph and Jesus is rich with the symbolism of stewardship.
You need not be a biological mother who has carried a child in her womb to be a mother in spirit. Who in your world needs
you to love them with the heart of a mother?
The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the world are crying out for the courageous witness of Christian men like St.
Joseph. Who can you love with the steadfast, selfless protection of a father?
Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful, unconditional love of a son? Who needs your gentle and constant
love as a daughter?
We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us rejoicing in heaven, those of us suffering in purgatory, and those of us struggling
here on earth. We are the great family. Let us love each other well.
- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Mon, Dec 27: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
7:00 pm Living & Deceased Kaiser Goettemoeller Families
Tue, Dec 28: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:30 am Tom & Irene Freisthler
Wed, Dec 29: Fifth Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord
12:05 pm David Schwieterman
Thu, Dec 30: Sixth Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord
7:00 pm Sr. Cecilia Huber
Fri, Dec 31: Seventh Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord
* 4:30 pm Living & Deceased members of the
KofC Council 2158
Sat, Jan 1: Vigil Epiphany of the Lord
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
World Day of Prayer for Peace
4:30 pm Herbert Brussel
Sun, Jan 2: Epiphany of the Lord
* 8:00 am Holy Redeemer Parishioners
* 10:00 am Fred Topp
* Incense will be used at this Mass

Q: I have been away from the Church for a few years and really
want to get active again, not so much for me, but for my
children. Is this a bad reason to come back to Church?
A: If you are on your way to the supermarket, and you
are forced to detour from your usual route because of
road work, does the food you buy taste different? Is the
meal less filling? Are the vegetables less tasty? Of
course not. In our faith journey, there are many detours
called sin. Some are greater than others, some are even
a bit longer. But God's grace comes to us in ways we
understand and recognize and need. Your children
leading you back to the Church is not as important as
the fact that you are back.
This is an opportunity for you to renew, strengthen, and
deepen your faith. Regardless of how we get to Church,
or what draws us closer to God, the fact is we are there.
Do what you need to do to get right with God and the
Church. Go to confession, begin good family religious
practices, and be involved in the ministries your parish
offers. Be more than a lukewarm parishioner. Be the
kind of Catholic you want your children to be.

December 27 to January 2
Holy Redeemer front office will be closed December 27-31
7:30 pm Exodus 90
Mon
9a
- 9 pm Exposition and Adoration of the
Tue
Blessed Sacrament.
NO CCD – Christmas Break
Wed
10:00 am Baptism: Cyrus Joseph Speck, Son of
Sat
Joseph & Kelsey (Waterman) Speck

God is love. Whoever lives in Love lives in
God and God in him. - St. John Apostle
When Do I Go to Mass on Dec 24/25/26
Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas)

Feast of the Holy Family
(Sunday)

Obligation may be fulfilled
from 3pm on Fri, Dec 24
through Sat, Dec 25

Obligation may be fulfilled
from 3pm on Sat, Dec 25
through Sun, Dec 26

Holy Redeemer has Masses
on Friday, December 24 at 3
& 5 p.m. and Sunday,
December 25 at 10 a.m.

Holy Redeemer has Masses
on Sunday, December 26 at
8 and 10 a.m.
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