120 South Eastmoor Drive
Post Office Box 67
New Bremen, OH 45869
419.629.2543

December 5, 2021

Mass Schedule:
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

4:30 p.m.
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Saturday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Fri
Wed

3:30 – 4:20 p.m.
6:00 – 6:50 p.m.
7:30 – 8:20 a.m.
11:00 – 11:55 a.m.

Adoration/Exposition:
Every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff:

New Parishioners: We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration forms are available online, in folders in the
church entrance, or by contacting the parish office.
Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. Scheduled on the 2nd
Monday in March, July, and November.
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office.
Pastoral Council: Chair: Jim Kaiser, 419.953.3316
Co-Chair: Scott Frey, 419.204.8729
Prayer Line: 419.629.2981, 419.629.2406 or 419.629.2639
Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440

Phone: 419.629.2543
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm
Fri
9 am – noon
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Dorn
419.629.3031 [rectory]
hrpastor@nktelco.net
Deacon: Greg Bornhorst
419.305.1977 [cell]
holyredeemer@nktelco.net
Accountant: Mary Eyink
419.629.2226 [home]
Coordinator of Elementary CCD and
Community Outreach:
Kathy Pape
hrcre@nktelco.net
Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and
Youth Ministry:
Jenny Sailer
jsailer@nktelco.net
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music:
Nick Wilker
hrmusic@nktelco.net
Pastoral Associate:
Brad Feltz
hrtech@nktelco.net

LIVE THE
THE LITURGY
LITURGY
LIVE
INSPIRATION FOR
FOR THE
THE WEEK
WEEK
INSPIRATION

Sometimes, especially when life gets overwhelming and
difficult, we can find ourselves feeling a bit
downhearted and miserable. Wallowing in this
uncomfortable darkness seems to be our norm and it’s
difficult to see a way out of, or through, this experience.
If we listen carefully enough, we will hear God’s voice
calling out deep within, beckoning us to seek out its
source and discover the inner calm and peace that can
prevail over the darkness of despair. Faith tells us that
God has already begun the creation of a good work in
us and is with us, bringing it to completion, until Christ
Jesus comes again. It is this light of God’s glory for
which we are asked to pave the way and straighten the
paths of our lives so that it can shine. With all that life
can ask of us and bring to us, it is our task to constantly
discern what is of value. So that we do not get so
weighed down by things that we no longer see, or feel,
God’s salvation.
©LPi

Our Gift in Response to God’s Gift
Over/(Under)
Date
Budget*
Total
Count
11/28
$7,061.87
$4,097.00
$(2,964.87)
997
11/30 Giving Tuesday $148,300.00
12/06 Monthly ACH
$9,718.00
November **
$38,163.48
$32,232.50
$(5,930.98)
YTD ***
$209,899.14
$176,066.25 $(33,832.89)
* Weekly contribution budget is only weekly collection (envelopes).
** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving.
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections (Jul-Nov)

NO ONE HAS EVER BECOME POOR BY GIVING .

To all who gave on Giving Tuesday,
you donated:

Welcome to
the Church

Son of Gregory & Trisha (Maurer) Luthman

Let not your heart be disturbed. Am I not here, who is your Mother? Are you not under my
protection? Do not grieve nor be disturbed by anything. – Blessed Mother to St. Juan Diego
Church Directory
The church directory is still being worked on – in fact, it is not too late to submit a picture to be added to the latest
book. We would love to include everyone this year, so if you did not have your picture taken by UCD or submitted
a picture, please send to hrtech@nktelco.net or drop off in the office, and we can scan and give the picture back.
Reminder also to send in any military photos (past or current) so we can honor them in the church book.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the way
and open the door for Christ. “You see that when the Word of God
knocks hardest on your door, it is when his hair is wet with the dew
of the night. In fact, he chooses to visit those who are in tribulation
and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed by distress. So, his head
is covered with dew, with drops, when his body is laboring hard. It
is important to keep watch so that when the Bridegroom comes, he
is not shut out. If you are asleep and your heart is not keeping
watch, he will go away without knocking; but if your heart is alert
for his coming, he knocks and asks for the door to be opened to
him.” When life gets overwhelming and difficult and we find
ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and miserable, these words can
bring great comfort.
We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable
darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time of selffocus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God desires to
give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, we fail to
see the mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. If
we take seriously the need to prepare the way for Christ and open
our hearts in preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle
voice calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek out its source
and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail over the
darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark that it may
seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who
journey with us, and God’s promise may bring a glimmer of light
even when it is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors open.
Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in trusting the
faith of others both past and present.
We have to trust that God has already begun the accomplishment
of good work in us and that humanity is on an incredible journey
to something wonderful and awesome. God is not done. When we
open the doors of our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, and
prepare the way, Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of peace,
grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal at us. It is easy to get tired
and confused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern
what is of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves to
become so weighed down by things and brought out of focus is a
tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is knocking.
Answer the door. You will see and understand life in ways you
never thought possible before.
©LPi

December 5: Second Sunday of Advent
First Reading – Baruch 5:1-9:
For God will show all the earth your splendor: you will be
named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory of
God’s worship. (Bar 5:4)
Baruch offers the captive Israelites in Babylon a vision of
hope in which their broken relationship with God will be
fully restored. What aspects of your relationship with God
are in need of restoration?
Psalm 126: The Lord has done great things for us; we are
filled with joy.
Second Reading – Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11:
And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever
more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception,
to discern what is of value, so that you may be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ. (Phil 1:9-10)
Paul offers an opening prayer of joy for the believers in the
city of Philippi. As the season of Advent continues, what
brings joy to your life?
Gospel – Luke 3:1-6:
The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough
ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of
God. (Mk 7:37)
With Luke placing the preaching and activities of John the
Baptist in its historical and political context, he
communicates the idea that God is acting in real, human
history. What do you see as the power of this assertion?

For Sunday readings and reflections / meditations,
see our website at https://hrcatholic.org/bulletin.
Next Week – December 12: Third Sunday of Advent
First Reading – Zephaniah 3:14-18a:
The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior;
he will rejoice over you with gladness. (Zep 3:17)
The words of the prophet Zephaniah focus on hope for a
new beginning of the Lord’s presence in their midst. How
has the season of Advent thus far brought you spiritual
renewal?
Psalm – Isaiah 12:6:
Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great
and Holy One of Israel.
Second Reading – Philemon 4:4-7:
The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your
requests known to God. (Phil 4:6)
As his letter draws to a close, Paul encourages the
Philippians to be a community that rejoices in the Lord.
How would you rate your own spiritual happiness?
Gospel – Luke 3:10-18:
The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”
(Lk 3:10)

John the Baptist exhorted the crowds, tax collectors, and
soldiers to live a moral and other-centered life within the
parameters of their day-to-day work. What would this look
like for you in your current station in life?

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
This past week at CCD I didn’t have to look
hard to see what topic most classes were
covering. Most were talking about Advent
and making Advent wreaths. Even in my
third-grade class, that was what I had
planned on doing, but I also had a 200-piece
puzzle of the Nativity and they voted to do
that instead of the Advent wreath. Oh well,
sometimes you just have to adjust your
plans.
Various types of advent wreaths were
made. The early session of 2nd grade,
Jessica Wissman’s class also made a 25
Days of Kindness chain. On each slip they
were to write something kind they could do
for someone each day. What a great thing
to teach our children, but something that
even adults should think about. Me
included!
- Kathy Pape

When we talk about
waiting
in
hopeful
expectation, I think we say
a lot of words to explain
what this picture reveals.
The love of God, who sent
His son to save us all and
to be the light of the world
was a baby. Could He
have made himself any
more approachable? We
need not be scared to come to Him, to love Him. How blessed we
are, to clearly be able to see that as the days grow darker until the
winter solstice, our advent wreath grows lighter. Christ dispels the
darkness. The students this week made miniature mangers. Some
made mangers for others, so someone could take them and place
them somewhere in their home. This manger is to serve as a
reminder of who we wait for. Our savior! Advent is a time to begin
again. We aren't perfect but God asks us to try anyway.
- Jenny Sailer

GOSPEL: Have you ever played a game
where you asked for a “do-over” so you
could try again? When John told his
neighbors to be baptized, he wanted them to
have a second chance, a “do-over.” He
wanted to give them a fresh, clean start with
God.

PRAYER: Dear God, when I find myself
doing or saying things that you would not
like, help me to stop and start over.

MISSION FOR THE WEEK:
When you catch yourself being selfish, not
following directions, or using hurtful
words, stop. Say you’re sorry, ask for
forgiveness, and then try again.

The Bishops of Ohio
have restored the
general obligation to
attend
Mass
on
Sunday and Holy
Days effective June
5/6, 2021 (see letter at
https://catholicaoc.org)
Those who are ill, have significant health risk factors or
care for someone who is compromised or ill, are not
obligated to attend Mass in-person on Sunday and Holy
Days as well as those who have significant fear or
anxiety of contracting the coronavirus in a large group
of people. These should observe the Lord’s Day and are
encouraged to spend time in prayer on Sunday,
meditating on the Lord’s passion, death and
resurrection. An appropriate way to do this is through
viewing a broadcast of Sunday Mass.
Mass that is broadcast through various media, including
livestream, is not intended as an alternative nor does it
fulfill the obligation for persons who are able to gather
for a Sunday celebration and other Holy Days. They
are intended for the sick, homebound, imprisoned etc.
who are unable to attend Mass in person.

Advent
Happy times and events bring fond memories and a renewed
sense of love and kinship with others. The anticipation is half
the joy of the event itself. The coming of the Lord is that kind
of event that people have been looking forward to for
generations with fervent hope and desire. It gave them
strength and courage as they waited for the coming of the
Lord.
We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in August and
carols blare long before the season begins. Everyone laments
the commercial aspects of the season, but as Advent begins,
do something to help you be more mindful of the Lord’s
coming. Use an Advent wreath, or enthrone the Bible
prominently, or read the readings from the Bible assigned to
each day. Postpone the tree and decorations until closer to
Christmas. Establish new family rituals, customs and prayers
that help remind everyone that we are preparing to celebrate
the birth of Jesus. Fasting, daily Mass, a special celebration of
reconciliation, reaching out to those alienated from family or
society, and visiting the homebound manifest the love of the
Christ Child and the Holy Family. Resist the temptation to
rush the season. In his own time and in his own way, God will
come. Our task is simply to be watchful and ready.
The next BOOK CLUB meeting will be
Tuesday, December 14, at 6:45 p.m. The
book selection for this month is “The Four
Signs of a Dynamic Catholic” by Matthew
Kelly. A brief description: Walk into any
Catholic Church on Sunday and look around,
you will discover that some people are highly
engaged, others are massively disengaged and
the majority are somewhere in between.
Why? What is the difference between highly
engaged Catholics and disengaged Catholics? Matthew Kelly
explores this question and discovers four things that make the
difference between high engaged Catholics and disengaged
Catholics. These four signs are simple and practical. Whether
you are ready to let God take your spiritual life to the next level or
want to help reinvigorate your parish, come join the discussion
and discover “The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic” that
promises to take you on a journey to help you live out the genius
of Catholicism in your everyday life. All are welcome!

St. Nicholas | Feast Day December 6
St. Nicholas of Bari (March 15, 270 – December 6, 343), was the bishop of Myra in the fourth
century. Known for his kindness and generosity to the poor, the story has it that St. Nicholas
once tossed bags of gold through the open window of a poor man’s house to help his daughters
avoid a life of prostitution.
According to legend, the gold landed in stockings dangling on the corners of the beds, which
is why many of us celebrate St. Nicholas Day by hanging stockings and filling them with
candy, fruit, and small toys.
Not much else is known about this beloved saint, but regardless, his reputation as a generous
man continues today.

Beacons of Light Update
After receiving and reviewing
nearly 8,000 comments on
the draft Families of Parishes
last month, the final Families
of Parishes have been revised
and submitted to Archbishop
Dennis Schnurr for approval.
Sunday, December 5, is the day they will be announced.
At that time, maps will be available on the
BeaconsAoC.org website to view and download. In the
meantime, you may visit BeaconsAoC.org to review the
FAQs and information regarding Beacons of Light. New
questions have been added including information on how
Beacons of Light will affect Catholic schools.
The 32nd annual National Night of Prayer for Life will be
held at the Spiritual Center chapel, Maria Stein, starting at
7:00 until 11:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 8. Four hours
of Eucharistic Adoration and prayers of reparation to end
abortion will be offered. Each hour will begin with a hymn &
prayers including the rosary and the Divine Mercy
chaplet. This Night of Prayer will again unite over 600
parishes across the nation to end abortion. It will be opened
with exposition by Deacon Greg Bornhorst who will also close
with Benediction. All are welcome and participants may
come for all or part of this special night.
"Journeys of Faith: Shrines, Souvenirs and Catholic
Tourism" Catholic shrines and festivals attract millions of
visitors each year, ranging from pilgrims on spiritual journeys
to casual tourists. This exhibit, featuring items from the Marian
Library and the U.S. Catholic Special Collection, explores the
motivations for Catholic travel; what visitors do at these sites;
and the souvenirs they bring back — from handcrafted
devotional objects to quirky mementos. Dates: Open now
through Jan. 31, 2022. Cost: Free and open to the public.
Location: Marian Library Gallery (seventh floor of Roesch
Library on the University of Dayton campus). Hours: 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. weekdays, through January 31, 2022. More
information available at go.udayton.edu/journeysoffaith.

No one heals himself by wounding
another - St. Ambrose
Rediscover Your Marriage – Retrouvaille (pronounced
retro-vi with a long i) simply means ‘rediscovery’. The
program offers the chance to rediscover yourself, your spouse,
and a loving relationship in your marriage. Many headed for
divorce have successfully saved their marriages by attending.
Retrouvaille is not a spiritual retreat, not a sensitivity group,
not a seminar, and not a social gathering. For confidential
information or to register for the January program beginning
with a weekend on January 7, 8, and 9, 2022, call 513-4866222 or visit the website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com

The following are offered at the Shrine of the Holy
Relics, 2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein. For more
information or to register, contact Susie Bergman
by email at s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org or
419-925-4532 or visit www.mariasteinshrine.org.
NOVEMBER 26 – JANUARY 9 | ANNUAL NATIVITIES DISPLAY

Interested in learning the Creighton Method? Not sure what it
is? Natural family planning has lots of great benefits. It helps
with infertility, spacing out births, and can reveal symptoms a
woman may not know she is having. I’m excited to teach
women and couples. Appointments are one on one. Feel free
to email me at kristabertke@hotmail.com.
The Marian Library at the University of Dayton is lighting the
way to Christmas with a virtual Advent wreath. Visit
go.udayton.edu/adventwreath to interact with our Advent
wreath. Check back during each week of Advent for a special
gift created for you and your family.

O Mary! Conceived without sin,
pray for us!
Actor Jim Caviezel (Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ)
and Raymond Arroyo (EWTN/ FOX News) are coming to
Cincinnati April 2, 2022 to speak at the Cincinnati Men’s
Conference. LADIES, there is no better or more meaningful
Christmas gift this year than to buy tickets to this conference
for the men in your life. Don’t know what to get Dad or your
significant other for Christmas?! We just solved it. Go
to www.CincinnatiMensConference.com to get tickets. Give
the gift of spiritual uplift this Christmas season, your men will
thank you!

MINISTRY SCHEDULES – December 6 to December 12
Mon, Dec 6
7:00 PM
Lector
Rosary
Server

Tue, Dec 7
8:30 AM

(s) sub request
* incense

Wed, Dec 8, 12:05 PM
Immaculate Conception

Fri, Dec 10
8:30 AM

Jenny Niekamp

Mary Jo Schlater

John Homan

Brad Feltz

Joe & Rene Lochtefeld

Rita Kramer
Kaye Wint

Diane Naseman

Iva Lou Bergman
Bert McDermitt

Nolan Eyink
Quinten Spragg

Zach Baker
Noah Steineman

Elmwood
Fri, Dec 10, 1:30PM
EMHC

Thu, Dec 9
7:00 PM

Mary Billing

Wed, Dec 8, 7:00 PM *
Immaculate Conception

Elmwood
Sun, Dec 12, 9:30AM
Jennifer Eilerman & Mary Steinke
Sat, Dec 11
4:30 PM

Homebound
Sun, Dec 12, 11:00AM
Casey Dues

Sun, Dec 12
8:00 AM *

Sun, Dec 12
10:00 AM *
Mark Bensman
Greg Garman

A/V
Cantor

Ensemble

NOT FILLED

Choir
Diane Griesdorn
Bert McDermitt
Dave Stucke

Collection Counter
Kim Homan
Neil Homan
Rianna Paul (s)
Gwen Staton

Rhonda Bergman
Madison Cordonnier
Shannon Craft
Tom Howell
Grant Selby

Macy Puthoff
Keaton Puthoff
Caden Puthoff
Alana Speelman

Robin Goettemoeller
David Homan
Marilyn Nerderman
Teresa Wuebker

Lisa Feltz
Nancy Riethman
Martha Subler
Amy Wellman

Lectors

Deb Freeman
Scott Frey

Eric Dicke
Gregg Topp

Scott Bertke
Brad Feltz

Frank Goettemoeller
Rodney Bertke

Brad Feltz
Casey Dues

Coordinator

Matt Dwenger

Jean Homan

Susan McDaniel

Gwen Staton

Mark Francis

Rosary

Kim Homan

EMHC

Servers

Ushers

Beth Thieman

Jean Homan

Susan Niekamp

Jack Sailer
Ben Sailer
Joshua Timmerman

Skylar Lochtefeld
Jacob Osterfeld
Gavin Pleiman
Aaron Thieman

Noah Carte
Marcus Speelman
Tanner This

Patrick Bernhold
Sam Bernhold
Megan Reinhart
Aaron Wuebker

Josh Bensman
Molly Dues
NOT FILLED
Keianna Wellman

Ron Homan
Larry Lane
Gary Wendeln

Alan Kruse
Bernie Larger
Gary Nosek

Michael Mueller
Joel Niekamp
Robert Parker

Andy Bernhold
John Clune
Bill Schemmel

Terry Eyink
Craig Griesdorn
Doug McNaughton
Dave Steineman

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
Recognizing God in Your Ordinary Moments

If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether it’s a musical
performance or a religious conference, you may have dealt with someone’s
personal assistant. Possibly this person would be a representative of the keynote speaker or the master of ceremonies for the
local bishop; perhaps it’s even the staffer of a local politician or the lackey of a well-known musical act.
Personal assistants are masters of stewardship - overseeing things in their boss’ absence. They prepare the way. This person’s
job is to get everything ready for the person in charge, so that when he or she shows up - whoever he or she is - it’s smooth
sailing for them to do whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, what-have-you. It’s usually a big job full of little
things, a gig where attention to detail is key.
God is the guest of honor in our life, the keynote speaker, the main event. And what He wants - what He needs - to do is to
change our hearts. Constantly, over, and over, and over again.
We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. We need to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight His paths. We
need to make everything ready so that when He shows up — however He shows up, whether it’s in the form of a neighbor in
need or a burning bush right in front of us — everything is ready for Him to do His job.
- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Mon, Dec 6: Advent Weekday
St. Nicholas, Bishop
7:00 pm Homan-Hoying Families
Tue, Dec 7: St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church
8:30 am Werner Prenger
Wed, Dec 8: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
12:05 pm Bill Meyer
* 7:00 pm Stan Wilker
Thu, Dec 9: Advent Weekday
St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
7:00 pm Zoe Lane
Fri, Dec 10: Advent Weekday
8:30 am Ben, Angie, Buck Albers
Sat, Dec 11: Vigil for Third Sunday of Advent
4:30 pm Helen Dicke
Sun, Dec 12: Third Sunday of Advent
* 8:00 am Ben Homan
* 10:00 am Holy Redeemer Parishioners
* Incense will be used at this Mass

Second Sunday of Advent
Each year, this season of Advent comes around. We
bless another candle this second week in Advent. Let
us ask God to bless our family on this Second Sunday
in Advent:
God of new messengers,
this Sunday you tell us in your Gospel
“I am sending my messenger ahead of you.”
Help us to be your messengers
of peace and reconciliation
as we journey through
this second week of Advent.
When we light this second candle on our wreath,
let us bring your light
to our friends and neighbors this week.
We ask this through Christ,
who is the Light of the world.
Amen.
©LPi

December 6 to December 12
9a - 9 pm Exposition and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.
Wed 4:15-5:15 pm CCD Grades 1-6, Session A
5:30-6:30 pm CCD Grades 1-6, Session B
6:45-7:45 pm CCD Grades 7-8
7:30 pm Choir practice
8:00-9:00 pm CCD Grades 9-12
7:30 pm Serra Club – Conference Room
Thu
7:00 am Men’s Prayer – Conference Room
Sat
8:00 am Rosary for our Nation
Tue

The family of Phil Monnin would like to thank Fr Dorn,
Deacon Bornhorst, Nick Wilker, and Betsy Barhorst for
the beautiful funeral Mass. Thank you also to Dot Scheer
and the funeral lunch committee, and to everyone who sent
condolences, sent cards and flowers, etc. We appreciate
you all.
- Doris & family of Phil

At this Christmas when Christ
comes, will He find a warm heart?
– St Teresa of Calcutta

