Weekend Readings & Reflections
April 16-17, 2022 – Holy Saturday (Easter Vigil) and
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the LORD
Reflection: Jesus is nowhere visible. Yet today’s Gospel tells us that Peter and John “saw and believed.” What did
they see? Burial shrouds lying on the floor of an empty tomb. Maybe that convinced them that He hadn’t been carted
off by grave robbers, who usually stole the expensive burial linens and left the corpses behind. But notice the
repetition of the word “tomb”—seven times in nine verses. They saw the empty tomb and they believed what He had
promised: that God would raise Him on the third day. Chosen to be His “witnesses,” today’s First Reading tells us,
the Apostles were “commissioned . . . to preach . . . and testify” to all that they had seen—from His anointing with
the Holy Spirit at the Jordan to the empty tomb. More than their own experience, they were instructed in the mysteries
of the divine economy, God’s saving plan—to know how “all the prophets bear witness” to Him (see Luke 24:27, 44).
Now they could “understand the Scripture,” could teach us what He had told them—that He was “the Stone which
the builders rejected,” that today’s Psalm prophesies His Resurrection and exaltation (see Luke 20:17; Matthew
21:42; Acts 4:11). We are the children of the apostolic witnesses. That is why we still gather early in the morning
on the first day of every week to celebrate this feast of the empty tomb, give thanks for “Christ our life,” as today’s
Epistle calls Him. Baptized into His death and Resurrection, we live the heavenly life of the risen Christ, our lives
“hidden with Christ in God.” We are now His witnesses, too. But we testify to things we cannot see but only believe;
we seek in earthly things what is above. We live in memory of the Apostles’ witness, like them eating and drinking
with the risen Lord at the altar. And we wait in hope for what the Apostles told us would come—the day when we
too “will appear with Him in glory.”

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for Holy Week and Easter. Let us begin by reading from an excerpt from the
great “Exsultet” which is sung to begin the Easter Vigil Liturgy.

All: Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God’s

throne! Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation! Rejoice, O
earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of your King! Christ has conquered!
Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever! Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory!
The risen Savior shines upon you! Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty
song of all God’s people!
Leader: Easter Sunday is the most important feast for Christians. It is the day
we remember Jesus’ rising from the dead so that we too may rise again with
him as a new creation. Easter Sunday is so important to Christians that the
week before is called “Holy Week”. Then is the Triduum: Holy Thursday which
celebrates the institution of the Eucharist and priesthood, Good Friday which
includes the Passion of Christ, the veneration of the cross, and Communion
using hosts consecrated on Holy Thursday, and Holy Saturday or the Paschal
Vigil. How do you usually spend your Easter Sundays? What traditions or
events usually take place on that day? Let’s reflect on our Lent and how it will
enhance our celebration on Easter as we watch the video on FORMED:

Play the video on FORMED.org:
Opening the Word – Easter Sunday (Year C)

Also available on FORMED: Triduum: A Spiritual Pilgrimage

FIRST READING ~ Genesis 1:1, 26-31a (longer: 1:1-2:2) ~
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, God said: “Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures
that crawl on the ground.” God created man in his image; in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them. God blessed them, saying: “Be fertile and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds
of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth.” God also said: “See, I give
you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit
on it to be your food; and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all
the living creatures that crawl on the ground, I give all the green plants for food.” And
so it happened. God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good.
St Augustine has famously called the Easter Vigil ‘The Mother of All Feasts’. This special night gives us signs,
symbols, words, gestures which are at the heart of our Catholic Christian faith and identity. Every Sunday
celebration flows from this Easter Celebration.
We gather in the dark of night. Darkness symbolizing an absence of light, an unclear path to walk. Gathering
around the light of a fire. Like people of ancient times have gathered and talked. We remember the pillar of
fire that led God’s family through the desert journey. From this fire we light the Easter Candle the symbol of
Christ. Our true ‘light’. It is normal to turn a light-switch and ‘see’.
 Can you locate an experience of darkness, feeling lost, uncertain of where and how to walk? And the joy
of a ‘light’ to guide you? This dark / light reality is important to let enter your religious imagination this
night.
The foundational story of our beginnings and the divine statement 6 times of creation being ‘very good’ is
deeply important.
 Despite the chaos of history, pollution, violence, can you look deeply into life and see ‘goodness’ and the
‘beauty of men and women in the ‘image of God’? How might this foundational attitude of goodness and
thank-full-ness toward life cause you to live?

SECOND READING ~ Romans 6:3-11 ~
Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
live in newness of life. For if we have grown into union with him through a death like
his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. We know that our old self was
crucified with him, so that our sinful body might be done away with, that we might no
longer be in slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we
have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ,
raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him. As to his death,
he died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too
must think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus.
St Paul teaches us about baptism and the renewal of our baptismal promises made at the Easter Vigil. Our
baptism actually entered us into Jesus’ death. We were in a spiritual sense ‘buried’. Our baptism calls us into
‘a death like his’. Our ‘old self’ of selfishness and sin has and is being crucified and ‘put to death’. Christ’s
rising is also our future rising.
 Consider Paul’s words personally: ‘you must think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for God
in Christ’. What do these words teach you about your baptism?

GOSPEL ~ Luke 24:1-12 ~
At daybreak on the first day of the week the women who had come from Galilee with
Jesus took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb; but when they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. While they were puzzling over this, behold, two men in dazzling garments
appeared to them. They were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground. They said
to them, "Why do you seek the living one among the dead? He is not here, but he has
been raised. Remember what he said to you while he was still in Galilee, that the Son
of Man must be handed over to sinners and be crucified, and rise on the third day." And
they remembered his words. Then they returned from the tomb and announced all these
things to the eleven and to all the others. The women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
and Mary the mother of James; the others who accompanied them also told this to the
apostles but their story seemed like nonsense and they did not believe them. But Peter
got up and ran to the tomb, bent down, and saw the burial cloths alone; then he went
home amazed at what had happened.
The three women mentioned were disciples of Jesus since his ministry in the Galilee and went to the tomb to
complete his burial rituals. They found the stone was already rolled away.
 When have you anticipated a major obstacle only to discover it has been ‘rolled away’? Were you able to
recognize the hand of God in that?
The Resurrection of Jesus was foretold to the disciples, but they had not understood. Now the full meaning of
Christ’s words is unfolding. Women were not valued as witnesses and yet women were given the first experience
and news of the Resurrection by holy messengers. Notice that it was women; Mary and Elizabeth who were the
first to respond to the Annunciation, announced the Incarnation, and Mary was instrumental at the beginning
of Jesus’ public ministry at Cana.
 Why do you think that detail is highlighted in the Gospel? If the story was made up it would be laughable
to have women as key characters and witnesses. What does that say to you about the original equality of
man and woman in Genesis and about the truth of the Gospel account?
The apostles did not believe the women. Only Peter reacted and went to see what had happened. He sees only
burial clothes and is amazed at what had happened. At every Eucharist we are invited to ‘remember’ like the
women and be ‘amazed’ like Peter.
 Ask God for what you
need to experience the
fullness
of
the
Resurrection in your life
today and go with
courage to share the
news.

MEDITATION
Jesus not only died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15:3); He also, by the grace of God,
tasted death for every one (Hebrews 2:9). It was a real death that put an end to His
earthly human existence. Jesus died in mid afternoon and the Sabbath began at 6:00 pm.
Since the Jewish law permitted no work on the Sabbath, the body had to be buried
quickly. Someone brave enough would have to get permission from the Roman
authorities to take the body and bury it. The bodies of executed criminals were usually
left unburied as carrion (dead flesh) for the vultures and dogs. Jesus was spared this
indignity through the gracious intervention of Joseph of Arimethea.
Who was this admirer and secret disciple of Jesus? Luke tells us that Joseph was a
member of the Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish council that condemned Jesus. We are
told that he did not agree with their verdict. He was either absent from their meeting or
silent when they tried Jesus. What kind of man was Joseph? Luke tells us that he was
"good and righteous" and "looking for the kingdom of God". Although he did not stand
up for Jesus at his trial, he nonetheless, sought to honor Him in His death by giving
Him a proper burial. This was to fulfill what the prophet Isaiah had foretold: "He was
cut off out of the land of the living ..and they made his grave with the wicked and with
a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in
his mouth" (Isaiah 53:8-9).
In the Book of Revelation, the Lord Jesus speaks: "Fear not, I am the first and the last,
and the living one: I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of
Death and Hades" (Revelation 1:17-18). No tomb in the world could contain the Lord
Jesus for long. His death on the cross purchased our redemption and his triumph over
the grave on Easter morning defeated death. What preserved the Lord Jesus from
corruption? He was kept from decay and he rose from the dead by divine power. "My
flesh will dwell in hope. For you will not let your Holy One see corruption" (Psalm
16:9-10). The mystery of Christ's lying in the tomb on the sabbath reveals the great
sabbath rest of God after the fulfillment of our salvation which brings peace to the whole
world (Colossians 1:18-20).



Is your hope in this life only, or is it well founded in the resurrection of Christ and his promise that those
who believe in him will live forever?
How has this Lent season been for you? How has it changed your view for Holy Week and the Passion,
Death, and Resurrection of Christ on Easter?

CLOSING PRAYER
Leader: In closing, remember: No matter how Lent went, ENJOY EASTER! let us now pray together:

ALL: Lord Jesus, you died that I might live forever in your kingdom of peace and
righteousness. Strengthen my faith that I may I know the power of your resurrection
and live in the hope of seeing you face to face for ever. Amen.
Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)
[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections]
[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”]
[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.]
[Meditation is copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ]

