
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

July 2-3, 2022: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Readings: Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20; Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

 
Jesus has a vision in this week’s Gospel: Satan falling like lightning from the sky, the enemy vanquished by the 

missionary preaching of His Church. Sent out by Jesus to begin gathering the nations into the harvest of divine 

judgment (see Isaiah 27:12–13; Joel 4:13), the seventy are a sign of the continuing mission of the Church. Carrying 

out the work of the seventy, the Church proclaims the coming of God’s kingdom. She offers His blessings of peace 

and mercy to every household on earth, “every town and place He intended to visit.” Our Lord’s tone is solemn 

today, for in the preaching of the Church “the kingdom of God is at hand,” the time of decision has come for every 

person. Those who do not receive His messengers will be doomed like Sodom. But those who believe will find peace 

and mercy, protection and nourishment in the bosom of the Church, the Mother Zion we celebrate in this week’s 

beautiful First Reading, the “Israel of God” Paul blesses in this week’s Epistle. The Church is a new family of faith 

(see Galatians 6:10) in which we receive a new name that will endure forever (see Isaiah 66:22), a name written in 

heaven. In this week’s Psalm, we sing of God’s “tremendous deeds among men” throughout salvation history. But 

of all the works of God, none has been greater than what He has wrought by the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Changing the sea into dry land was but an anticipation and preparation for our passing over, for what Paul calls 

the “new creation.” And as the Exodus generation was protected in a wilderness of serpents and scorpions 

(see Deuteronomy 8:15), He has given His Church power now over “the full force of the enemy.” Nothing will harm 

us as we make our way through the wilderness of this world, awaiting the Master of the harvest, awaiting the day 

when all on earth will shout joyfully to the Lord and sing praise to the glory of His name. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin by praying for peace 

in our lives in the words of St. Francis Cabrini: 
 

All: Fortify me with the grace of your Holy Spirit and give your peace to my soul that I 

may be free from all needless anxiety, solicitude, and worry. Help me to desire always 

that which is pleasing and acceptable to you so that your will may be my will. Amen. 
 

Leader: When you think of the word “evangelization,” what images or phrases typically come to mind? Reflect on 

this as we dive into this week’s Scripture readings and listen to Jesus’ instructions as he prepares the disciples to go 

out to spread the Gospel message.  
 

Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

  
Digging Deeper – Called to be Witnesses 

“Modern man listens more willingly to 

witnesses than to teachers, and if he does 

listen to teachers, it is because they are 

witnesses. St. Peter expressed this well when 

he held up the example of a reverent and 

chaste life that wins over even without a word 

those who refuse to obey the Word. It is 

therefore primarily by her conduct and by her 

life that the Church will evangelize the world, 

in other words, by her living witness of fidelity 

to the Lord Jesus—the witness of poverty and 

detachment, of freedom in the face of the 

powers of this world, in short, the witness of 

sanctity.” - Pope Paul VI 
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FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 66:10-14c ~ 

Thus says the LORD:  Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her, all you who 

love her; exult, exult with her, all you who were mourning over her! Oh, that you may 

suck fully of the milk of her comfort, that you may nurse with delight at her abundant 

breasts! For thus says the LORD: Lo, I will spread prosperity over Jerusalem like a 

river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing torrent. As nurslings, you shall 

be carried in her arms, and fondled in her lap; as a mother comforts her child, so will I 

comfort you; in Jerusalem you shall find your comfort. When you see this, your heart 

shall rejoice and your bodies flourish like the grass; the LORD's power shall be known 

to his servants. 
Isaiah provides a very intimate feminine image of a baby being comforted at a mother’s breast to symbolize 

the return of exiles back to Jerusalem. It is one of the most cherished images of God’s love for sinful humanity. 

Some commentators share this as a feminine image in the Old Testament to the Compassionate Father in the 

Prodigal Son Gospel story.  

 Try replacing ʻJerusalemʼ with your own name. What feelings are stirred within you? If the Old Testament 

ʻJerusalemʼ is now the ʻChurchʼ, which sacraments provide us with this tender grace of love? 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ Galatians 6:14-18 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither does 

circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision, but only a new creation. Peace 

and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of God.  

From now on, let no one make troubles for me; for I bear the marks of Jesus on my 

body. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 
St Paul leads us into a deeper discovery of the meaning of the cross. The cross does not only give us Jesusʼ 

forgiveness of sins but reveals a rule and ʻlife-styleʼ. Christian disciples are now drawn into a way of living 

that reveals they are ʻcrucified to the worldʼ. Many worldly attractions are no longer top priorities. My life 

direction and purpose is now in Jesus and for others.  

 Consider what your deepest desires are and what you are really living for? If 1000 people lived your ʻlife-

styleʼ what sort of world would be emerging? 
 

 
GOSPEL ~ Luke 9:51-62 ~ 

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others whom he sent ahead of him in pairs 

to every town and place he intended to visit. He said to them, "The harvest is abundant 

but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his 

harvest. Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. Carry no 

money bag, no sack, no sandals; and greet no one along the way. Into whatever house 

you enter, first say, 'Peace to this household.' If a peaceful person lives there, your peace 

will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and 

drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his payment. Do not move about 

from one house to another. Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what 

is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, 'The kingdom of God is at hand for 

 



you.' Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you, go out into the streets and 

say, 'The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off against you.' 

Yet know this: the kingdom of God is at hand. I tell you, it will be more tolerable for 

Sodom on that day than for that town." The seventy-two returned rejoicing, and said, 

"Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name." Jesus said, "I have 

observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky. Behold, I have given you the power to 

'tread upon serpents' and scorpions and upon the full force of the enemy and nothing 

will harm you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you, but 

rejoice because your names are written in heaven." 
 Jesus sent out 72 people – the number of known nations in the world. He urgently seeks to bring people to 

God – and to dethrone Satanʼs power in the world.  

 Have you ever thought of a ʻmissionʼ project that is bigger than yourself and requires others to help? 

What would you need to do to start the project? Have you been attracted to a project? What happened? 

Take no money, no bag, no extra shoes, donʼt be distracted by talking to anyone on the way to your job, and 

donʼt jump from house to house to seek comfort. A serious challenge! Disciples are to be detached from any 

security other than their relationship with Jesus. The only resource they bring is ʻpeaceʼ, and working and 

praying in Jesusʼ name to ʻcure the sickʼ.  

 Can you identify anyone who lives this ʻabsolute trust in God lifestyleʼ as an example for you? Has their 

inspiration changed anything in you? 

Jesus did not delay sending people out on mission until the disciples were complete and perfect. I need more 

formation. I’m not good enough. I’m not confident enough. I’m too broken and sinful are easy responses to 

not engage in mission and ministry. Sometimes we need prayer-filled focus.  

 What is God asking of me and what is the next step in ʻdoing itʼ?  

 

 

MEDITATION 
What kind of harvest does the Lord Jesus want us to reap today for his kingdom of truth, 

light, and righteousness? When Jesus commissioned seventy of his disciples to go on 

mission, he gave them a vision of a vast field that is ready to be harvested for the 

kingdom of God. Jesus frequently used the image of a harvest to convey the coming of 

God's reign on earth. The harvest is the fruition of much labor and growth - beginning 

with the sowing of seeds, then growth to maturity, and finally the reaping of fruit for 

the harvest. 

In like manner, the word of God is sown in the hearts of receptive men and women who 

hear his word, accept it with trust and obedience, and then share the abundant fruit of 

God's word in their life with others. The harvest Jesus had in mind was not only the 

gathering in of the people of Israel, but all the peoples (and nations) of the world. John 

the Evangelist tells us that "God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16). 

What does Jesus mean when he says his disciples must be "lambs in the midst of 

wolves"? The prophet Isaiah foretold a time when wolves and lambs will dwell in peace 

(Isaiah 11:6 and 65:25). This certainly refers to the second coming of the Lord Jesus 

when all will be united under the Lordship of Jesus after he has put down all of his 

enemies and established the full reign of God over all the heavens and the earth. In the 



meantime, the disciples must expect opposition and persecution from those who would 

oppose the Gospel. Jesus came to set us free from the power of sin, Satan, and death by 

laying down his life for us as our sacrificial lamb (John 1:29), to atone for our sins and 

the sins of the world. We, in turn, must be willing to offer our lives with gratitude and 

humble service for our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus gave his disciples instructions for how they were to carry out their ministry. They 

must go and serve others without guile (free of deceit and craftiness), full of charity 

(selfless giving in love for the good of others), peace, and simplicity. They must give 

their full attention to the proclamation of God's kingdom and not be diverted by other 

lesser things. They must travel light - only take what was essential and leave behind 

whatever would distract them - in order to concentrate on the task of speaking the word 

of the God. They must do their work, not for what they can get out of it, but for what 

they can give freely to others, without expecting reward or payment. "Poverty of spirit" 

frees us from greed and preoccupation with possessions and makes ample room for 

God's provision. The Lord Jesus wants his disciples to be dependent on him and not on 

themselves. 

Jesus ends his instructions with a warning: If people reject God's invitation and refuse 

his word, then they bring condemnation on themselves. When God gives us his word 

there comes with it the great responsibility to respond. Indifference will not do. We are 

either for or against God in how we respond to his word. 

Why does Jesus tell his disciples to not take joy in their own successes, even spiritual 

ones? Jesus makes clear that the true source of joy is God, and God alone (he created 

us in his own image and likeness - Genesis 1:26-27). Regardless of the circumstances, 

in good times and bad times, in success or loss, God always assures us of victory in the 

Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57). Jesus assures his disciples that he has all power 

over evil, including power over Satan and the evil spirits or fallen angels who conspire 

against us. Scripture tells us that Jesus came into the world to overthrow the evil one 

(John 12:31). We, too, as disciples of the Lord Jesus have been given spiritual authority 

and power for overcoming the works of darkness and evil (1 John 2:13-14). 
 What does Jesus mean when he says his disciples must be "lambs in the midst of wolves"? Have you 

encountered this in your ministry? 

 Why does Jesus tell his disciples to not take joy in their own successes, even spiritual ones? 

 Do you witness the truth and joy of the Gospel by word and example to those around you? 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, may the joy and truth of the Gospel transform my life that I may 

witness it to those around me. Grant that I may spread your truth and merciful love 

wherever I go. Amen. 
Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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