
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

July 9-10, 2022: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Genesis 18:1–10, Psalm 15:2–5, Colossians 1:24–28, Luke 10:38–42 

 
God wants to dwell with each of us personally, intimately—as the mysterious guests once visited Abraham’s tent, as 

Jesus once entered the home of Mary and Martha. By his hospitality in this week’s First Reading, Abraham shows 

us how we are to welcome the Lord into our lives. His selfless service of his divine guests (see Hebrews 13:1) stands 

in contrast to the portrait of Martha drawn in this week’s Gospel. Where Abraham is concerned only for the well-

being of his guests, Martha speaks only of herself—”Do you not care that my sister has left me by myself . . . ? Tell 

her to help me.” Jesus’ gentle rebuke reminds us that we risk missing the divine in the mundane, that we can fall 

into the trap of believing that God somehow needs to be served by human hands (see Acts 17:25). Our Lord comes 

to us not to be served but to serve (see Matthew 20:28). He gave His life that we might know the one thing we need, 

the “better part,” which is life in the fellowship of God. Jesus is the true Son promised today by Abraham’s visitors 

(see Matthew 1:1). In Him, God has made an everlasting covenant for all time; He has made us blessed descendants 

of Abraham (see Genesis 17:19, 21; Romans 4:16–17, 19–21). The Church now offers us this covenant, bringing to 

completion the word of God, the promise of His plan of salvation, what Paul calls “the mystery hidden for ages.” 

As once He came to Abraham, Martha, and Mary, Christ now comes to each of us in Word and Sacrament. As we 

sing in this week’s Psalm: He will make His dwelling with those who keep His Word and practice justice (see 

also John 14:23). If we do these things, we will not be anxious or disturbed. We will not have our Lord taken from 

us. We will wait on the Lord, Who told Abraham and Who tells each of us: “I will surely return to you.” 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer: 
 

All: Good and gracious God, we humbly come before you. Through the intercession of 

St. Martha, we ask for the grace to always show you gracious hospitality by allowing 

you full access into our lives. We ask that we welcome you into every area of our lives, 

especially those that may be difficult to let go. We thank you for the people you’ve 

placed into our lives who never cease to show us your love and hospitality. We ask for 

the grace to do the same to all we encounter. We praise you and we love you, good and 

gentle Jesus! Amen. 
 

Leader: As amazing as it might seem, God actually seeks our hospitality. We’ve all encountered moments in our 

lives where we’ve felt truly welcomed by another person. Think of some qualities of a genuinely gracious host.  In 

this week’s readings, we encounter a God who is willing to knock at the door of our hearts asking for a place of 

welcome. We see this exemplified in Sunday’s first reading from Genesis where Abraham shows hospitality to the 

Lord, who appears in the form of three unexpected visitors. What is Abraham’s central plea to the Lord when he 

appears? How does his concern connect with today’s theme of “hospitality to God”? In the busyness and chaos of 

our world, we often miss when God “passes by.” In what ways do you miss God passing by in your daily life?  

Reflect on these questions as we watch/listen to today’s presenter: 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

  
Prayer: Prayerfully place yourself in today’s Gospel reading. Imagine that you are in the house of Mary and 

Martha. Mary is sitting at Jesus’ feet, listening to him talk. Martha is in the kitchen, preparinga meal. Where would 

you be? What would you be doing? Is this where you want to be? Do you feel guilty about where you are and what 

you are doing? Now hear Jesus say that Mary has chosen the better part. How do his words impact you? Do you 

change what you are doing? If you could say one thing to Jesus right now, what would you say?  

Resolution: As you reflect on the ways you allow or do not allow access for Jesus in your heart, ask God to show 

you one small thing you can do in life so that you can focus more on him, and then ask him for the grace to carry 

out that resolution this coming week. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gen%2018.1%E2%80%9310
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2015.2%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Col%201.24%E2%80%9328
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2010.38%E2%80%9342
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Heb%2013.1
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Acts%2017.25
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2020.28
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gen%2017.19
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Genesis%2017.21
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%204.16%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Romans%204.19%E2%80%9321
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%2014.23
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/15th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-july-14-2019


 

FIRST READING ~ Genesis 18:1-10a ~ 

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the terebinth of Mamre, as he sat in the entrance 

of his tent, while the day was growing hot. Looking up, Abraham saw three men 

standing nearby. When he saw them, he ran from the entrance of the tent to greet them; 

and bowing to the ground, he said: "Sir, if I may ask you this favor, please do not go on 

past your servant. Let some water be brought, that you may bathe your feet, and then 

rest yourselves under the tree. Now that you have come this close to your servant, let 

me bring you a little food, that you may refresh yourselves; and afterward you may go 

on your way." The men replied, "Very well, do as you have said." Abraham hastened 

into the tent and told Sarah, "Quick, three measures of fine flour! Knead it and make 

rolls." He ran to the herd, picked out a tender, choice steer, and gave it to a servant, who 

quickly prepared it. Then Abraham got some curds and milk, as well as the steer that 

had been prepared, and set these before the three men; and he waited on them under the 

tree while they ate. They asked Abraham, "Where is your wife Sarah?" He replied, 

"There in the tent." One of them said, "I will surely return to you about this time next 

year, and Sarah will then have a son." 
ʻThe New Testament is hidden in the Old Testament and the Old Testament is only fully revealed in the New 

Testamentʼ. Here forms a special link between the First Reading and the Gospel Reading each Sunday. The 

common theme in the 

readings is Hospitality. 

Abraham has just won a 

significant battle is a wealthy 

leader and herdsman. Yet he 

runs from his tent in the heat 

of the day, gets the equivalent 

of 20 pounds of flour, kills a 

steer, which would be an 

extraordinary feast for a 

small village, and then he 

ʻwaited on themʼ. Abraham 

shows middle eastern 

hospitality in providing safe 

passage for travelers. 

Strangers become guests.  

 How do you show 

hospitality in your life, 

family, friends, work 

colleagues, strangers? 

Sarah and Abraham are 

surprised in receiving news 

that they will have a child.  

 What surprises have you 

enjoyed and received 

recently in showing 

hospitality? 

 

 

  



 

SECOND READING ~ Colossians 1:24-28 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 

filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is the 

church, of which I am a minister in accordance with God's stewardship given to me to 

bring to completion for you the word of God, the mystery hidden from ages and from 

generations past. But now it has been manifested to his holy ones, to whom God chose 

to make known the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; it is Christ 

in you, the hope for glory. It is he whom we proclaim, admonishing everyone and 

teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 
Paul rejoices in sufferings and sees them as part of the work of Christ. Any suffering that is part of growth and 

extending the work of the Church is Christʼs work continuing and making up or completing what was 

unfinished in Christ. Enduring difficulties became a privilege and an honor for Paul.  

 What sufferings do you find hard to carry? Can you see a different way of looking at them as gradually 

transforming the world and the Church starting with your own ʻfleshʼ? 

Paul goes where no-one else would go to the gentiles - to warn, teach and present them to Christ.  

 Is there someone you know who has drifted away from God and the Church. How might you ʻwarnʼ them, 

ʻteachʼ them, ʻpresentʼ them to God? 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL ~ Luke 10:25-37 ~ 

Jesus entered a village where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him. She 

had a sister named Mary who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak. 

Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said, "Lord, do you not care that 

my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me." The Lord said 

to her in reply, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There 

is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from 

her." 
Martha and Mary have Jesus - and his hungry disciples - arrive at their home. Cultural expectations of women 

would have weighed heavily on both Martha and Mary to serve hospitality and food. Mary chose to do what 

was not socially acceptable, and sit at the master’s feet, the traditional expression of being a disciple’ - and 

one normally reserved for ‘males’. 

 Consider what obstacles Mary overcame to ‘sit and listen’. What obstacles do you need to overcome to 

listen more intently in prayer?  

Martha's serving is another crucial aspect of discipleship. So Jesus is challenging the status quo here also. He 

recognizes both Martha and Mary as disciples, challenging Martha to step outside her cultural role and 

understand who Jesus is calling her to be as his follower. Martha tries to reinforce the norms by getting Mary 

to help. Mary courageously resists her sister.  

 What do you think Jesus is saying to us today about serving and hospitality?  

This passage comes straight after the parable of the Good Samaritan and offers a great picture of balanced 

Christian discipleship. Hearing and Doing are not opposites but inter-twined.  

 What is Jesus saying about the choice that Mary made to sit and listen to him and our need to carefully 

discern the roles we adopt and review them from time to time? 

 



 

MEDITATION 
Does the peace of Christ reign in your home and in your personal life? Jesus loved to 

visit the home of Martha and Mary and enjoyed their gracious hospitality. In this brief 

encounter we see two very different temperaments in Martha and Mary. Martha loved 

to serve, but in her anxious manner of waiting on Jesus, she caused unrest. Mary, in her 

simple and trusting manner, waited on Jesus by sitting attentively at his feet. She 

instinctively knew that what the Lord and Teacher most wanted at that moment was her 

attentive presence. 

Anxiety and preoccupation keep us from listening and from giving the Lord our 

undivided attention. The Lord bids us to give him our concerns and anxieties because 

he is trustworthy and able to meet any need we have. His grace frees us from needless 

concerns and preoccupation.  

The Lord Jesus desires that we make a place for him, not only in our hearts, but in our 

homes and in the daily circumstances of our lives as well. We honor the Lord when we 

offer to him everything we have and everything we do. After all, everything we have is 

an outright gift from God (1 Chronicles 29:14). Paul the Apostle urges us to give God 

glory in everything: "Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Colossians 3:17). 

When you sit, eat, sleep and when you entertain your friends and guests, remember that 

the Lord Jesus is also the guest of your home. Scripture tells us that when Abraham 

opened his home and welcomed three unknown travelers, he welcomed the Lord who 

blessed him favorably for his gracious hospitality (Genesis 18:1-10; Hebrews 13:2). 

The Lord wants us to bring him glory in the way we treat others and use the gifts he has 

graciously given to us. God, in turn, blesses us with his gracious presence and fills us 

with joy. 
 

 Does the peace of Christ reign in your home and in your personal life?  

 Do you seek the Lord attentively? And does the Lord find a welcomed and honored place in your home? 
 
 

 

 
 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, to be in your presence is life and joy for me. Free me from needless 

concerns and preoccupations that I may give you my undivided love and attention. 

Amen. 
Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 
[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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