
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

July 23-24, 2022: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Genesis 18:20–32, Psalm 138:1–3, 6–8, Colossians 2:12–14, Luke 11:1–13 

 
Though we be “but dust and ashes,” we can presume to draw near and speak boldly to our Lord, as Abraham dares 

to do in this week’s First Reading. But even Abraham—the friend of God (see Isaiah 41:8), our father in the faith 

(see Romans 4:12)—did not know the intimacy that we know as children of Abraham, heirs of the blessings promised 

to his descendants (see Galatians 3:7, 29). The mystery of prayer, as Jesus reveals to His disciples in this week’s 

Gospel, is the living relationship of beloved sons and daughters with their heavenly Father. Our prayer is pure gift, 

made possible by the “good gift” of the Father—the Holy Spirit of His Son. It is the fruit of the New Covenant by 

which we are made children of God in Christ Jesus (see Galatians 4:6–7; Romans 8:15–16). Through the Spirit 

given to us in Baptism, we can cry to Him as our Father—knowing that when we call He will answer. Jesus teaches 

His disciples to persist in their prayer, as Abraham persisted in begging God’s mercy for the innocent of Sodom and 

Gomorrah. For the sake of the one just Man, Jesus, God spared the city of man from destruction (see Jeremiah 5:1; 

Isaiah 53), “obliterating the bond against us,” as Paul says in this week’s Epistle. On the Cross, Jesus bore the guilt 

of us all. He canceled the debt we owed to God, the death we deserved to die for our transgressions. We pray as 

ones who have been visited in our affliction and saved from our enemies, as ones who have been spared. We pray 

always a prayer of thanksgiving, which is the literal meaning of “Eucharist.” We have realized the promise of this 

week’s Psalm: we worship in His holy temple, in the presence of angels, hallowing His name. In confidence we ask, 

knowing that we will receive, that He will bring to completion what He has done for us—raising us from the dead, 

bringing us to everlasting life along with Him. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer in the 

words our Savior gave us. 
 

All: Our Father…  Amen. 
 

Leader: In this week’s Gospel reading, Jesus teaches his disciples to pray the Our Father. What phrases in that prayer 

are particularly meaningful to you? How does the Our Father help you understand what kind of a relationship God 

wants to have with you? How might God be inviting you into a deeper friendship with him in prayer? Let’s take a 

few minutes to watch this video reflection on the readings from today. 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

  Prayer: Close your eyes and imagine that you 

are with the disciples in today’s Gospel 

reading when Jesus begins to teach about 

prayer. You hear him begin by saying, “Our 

Father, hallowed be your name...” What goes 

through your mind as you realize Jesus is 

teaching that God 

Resolution: Jesus reveals that God is our 

loving Father and friend and encourages us 

to pray. If Jesus came to you and asked, 

“What do you want to say to your Father in 

heaven?” what would you say? Remembering 

that God is both Father and friend, what is 

the first thing you would want to tell God 

about in your life? What would you want to 

ask him? Frame your answer as a prayer. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gen%2018.20%E2%80%9332
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%20138.1%E2%80%933
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%20138.6%E2%80%938
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Col%202.12%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2011.1%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Isa%2041.8
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%204.12
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gal%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Galatians%203.29
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gal%204.6%E2%80%937
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%208.15%E2%80%9316
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Jer%205.1
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/17th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-july-28-2019


FIRST READING ~ Genesis 18:20-32 ~ 

In those days, the LORD said: "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great, 

and their sin so grave, that I must go down and see whether or not their actions fully 

correspond to the cry against them that comes to me. I mean to find out." While 

Abraham's visitors walked on farther toward Sodom, the LORD remained standing 

before Abraham. Then Abraham drew nearer and said: "Will you sweep away the 

innocent with the guilty? Suppose there were fifty innocent people in the city; would 

you wipe out the place, rather than spare it for the sake of the fifty innocent people 

within it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to make the innocent die with the guilty 

so that the innocent and the guilty would be treated alike! Should not the judge of all 

the world act with justice?" The LORD replied, "If I find fifty innocent people in the 

city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake." Abraham spoke up again: 

"See how I am presuming to speak to my Lord, though I am but dust and ashes! What 

if there are five less than fifty innocent people? Will you destroy the whole city because 

of those five?" He answered, "I will not destroy it, if I find forty-five there." But 

Abraham persisted, saying "What if only forty are found there?" He replied, "I will 

forbear doing it for the sake of the forty." Then Abraham said, "Let not my Lord grow 

impatient if I go on. What if only thirty are found there?" He replied, "I will forbear 

doing it if I can find but thirty there." Still Abraham went on, "Since I have thus dared 

to speak to my Lord, what if there are no more than twenty?" The LORD answered, "I 

will not destroy it, for the sake of the twenty." But he still persisted: "Please, let not my 

Lord grow angry if I speak up this last time. What if there are at least ten there?" He 

replied, "For the sake of those ten, I will not destroy it." 
Confidence before God in prayer is a theme of our readings this week. Abraham is bold and has a very real 

and honest conversation with God about the sinful town of Sodom (See Gen 19).  

 What strikes you in this conversation, what do you learn about Abraham? What do you learn about God? 

Consider having an extremely honest conversation with God. What would you talk about? Would you push 

God to side with the righteous and what would your specific request be today? 

In Middle Eastern Cultures ʻhonorʼ is extremely important. Abraham uses Godʼs honor and leans on God’s 

name and reputation being ʻheld highʼ.  

 In your own family / culture or school / workplace, have you experienced a request to keep the ʻfamily 

nameʼ upheld, the ʻschool reputationʼ in good standing in the community or to represent your culture 

ʻwellʼ? Why was this considered important? What happened? Do you consider yourself bearing the name 

/ honor / reputation / image of God? The Church? Does this affect your behavior in any way? 

  

 

SECOND READING ~ Colossians 2:12-14 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: You were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 

raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And 

even when you were dead in transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he 

brought you to life along with him, having forgiven us all our transgressions; 

obliterating the bond against us, with its legal claims, which was opposed to us, he also 

removed it from our midst, nailing it to the cross. 

 



Circumcision was the removal of the foreskin from a manʼs body. It was considered a ̒ badgeʼ of honor marking 

a chosen people as belonging to God (and all in his family too!). Jews in the Colossian community were trying 

to force Gentiles to undergo circumcision and be obedient to the many Jewish laws that would ʻsaveʼ them. St 

Paul again teaches that Baptism replaces circumcision and something far more radical than a flesh mark has 

happened. All sin and ʻtransgressionsʼ against the law have been nailed to the cross.  

Have you ever thought of yourself as having been buried during your baptism? And your rising is Christ’s 

rising. You live now not for the world but for God. What does the badge of baptism mean for you? 

 

GOSPEL ~ Luke 11:1-13 ~ 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished, one of his disciples said 

to him, "Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples." He said to them, "When 

you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day 

our daily bread and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us, 

and do not subject us to the final test." And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a 

friend to whom he goes at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 

for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey and I have nothing to offer 

him,' and he says in reply from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been 

locked and my children and I are already in bed. I cannot get up to give you anything.' 

I tell you, if he does not get up to give the visitor the loaves because of their friendship, 

he will get up to give him whatever he needs because of his persistence. "And I tell you, 

ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 

you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who 

knocks, the door will be opened. What father among you would hand his son a snake 

when he asks for a fish? Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you then, 

who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?" 
The disciples request for a ʻprayerʼ was common practice between a Master and disciples. Followers of a 

particular religious leader would ask for a prayer that gave them a special identity. Read the short Lukan ̒ Our 

Fatherʼ prayer slowly. It is a program for life and discipleship. Consider: * 'Our Father' in Hebrew is ʻAbbaʼ 

which is very close to our word ʻDaddy'. In the Middle East you will hear children calling out 'Abba, Abba' to 

their father - what sort of relationship is Jesus revealing that God wants with us. What attitude of mind or 

feeling in your heart does this generate? * Holy Be Your Name is an honor request so important in middle 

eastern cultures. A Fathers / Family name is honoured in the community through the children, their lives, acts 

of justice, hospitality. Is your Christian life and witness bringing honour to Godʼs name? Are you lowering 

Godʼs reputation? Is the Church giving honour to Godʼs name in the world today? *Your Kingdom Come. The 

prophets cried out in public of Godʼs desire to see Mercy and Justice come. Honestly examine your life-style. 

Are you chasing possessions, power and prestige OR people, justice and mercy? Our prayer is not to be merely 

words but a battle cry. 

 

MEDITATION 
When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he gave them the disciple's prayer, what we call the Our 

Father or Lord's Prayer. What does Jesus' prayer tell us about God and about ourselves? First, it 

tells us that God is both Father in being the Creator and Author of all that he has made, the first 

origin of everything and transcendent authority, and he is eternally Father by his relationship to his 

only begotten Son who, reciprocally is Son only in relation to his Father (Matthew 11:27). All 

fatherhood and motherhood is derived from him (Ephesians 3:14-15). In the Lord Jesus Christ we 

are spiritually reborn and made new, and we become adopted children of God (John 1:12-13; 3:3). 



Jesus teaches us to address God as "our Father" and to confidently ask him for the things we need 

to live as his sons and daughters. We can approach God our Father with confidence and boldness 

because Jesus Christ has opened the way to heaven for us through his atoning death and resurrection. 

When we ask God for help, he fortunately does not give us what we deserve. Instead, he responds 

with grace (his favor and blessing) and mercy (pardon and healing). He is kind and forgiving towards 

us and he expects us to treat our neighbor the same. 

We can pray with expectant faith because our heavenly Father truly loves each one of us and he 

treats us as his beloved sons and daughters. He delights to give us what is good. His love and grace 

transforms us and makes us like himself. Through his grace and power, we can love and serve one 

another as Jesus taught - with mercy, pardon, and loving-kindness. Jesus' prayer includes a petition 

that we must ask God to forgive us in proportion as we forgive those who have wronged us (Matthew 

6:14-15). God's grace frees us from every form of anger, resentment, envy, and hatred.  

What can we expect from God, especially when we recognize that he doesn't owe us anything and 

that we don't deserve his grace and favor? Jesus used an illustration from the hospitality customs of 

his time to show how God is always ready to treat us with the best he has to offer. When guests 

showed up in a village, the whole community could be prevailed upon to provide whatever was 

needed. 

Jesus' parable of the importunate and bothersome neighbor shows a worst case scenario of what 

might happen when an unexpected guest shows up in the middle of the night! The family awakens, 

unbolts the locked door to receive the guest, then washes the guest's feet, and the wife begins to 

prepare a meal. When the wife discovers that she has no bread to set before the guest, she prevails 

on her husband to go and get bread from a nearby family, who by now is also asleep with their door 

bolted shut. In a small village it would be easy for the wife to know who had baked bread that day. 

Bread was essential for a meal because it served as a utensil for dipping and eating from the common 

dishes. Asking for bread from one's neighbor was both a common occurrence and an expected favor. 

To refuse to give bread would bring shame because it was a sign of inhospitality. If a neighbor can 

be imposed upon and coerced into giving bread in the middle of the night, will not God, our heavenly 

Father and provider, also treat us with kind and generous care no matter how troubling or 

inconvenient the circumstances might appear? Jesus states emphatically, How much more will the 

heavenly Father give!   
 Do you approach your heavenly Father with confidence in his mercy and kindness towards you? 

 Do you treat others as they deserve, or do you treat them as the Lord Jesus would with grace and mercy? Are 

you ready to forgive others as the Lord Jesus forgives you? 
 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Father in heaven, you have given me a mind to know you, a will to serve you, 

and a heart to love you. Give me today the grace and strength to embrace your holy will 

and fill my heart with your love that all my intentions and actions may be pleasing to 

you. Help me to be kind and forgiving towards my neighbor as you have been towards 

me. Amen. 
Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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