
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

July 30-31, 2022: Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21–23; Psalm 90:3–4, 5–6, 12–13, 14, 17; Colossians 3:1–5, 9–11; Luke 12:13–21 
 

Reflection: Trust in God—as the Rock of our salvation, as the Lord who made us His chosen people, as our shepherd 

and guide. This should be the mark of our following of Jesus. Like the Israelites we recall in this week’s Psalm 

Response, we have made an exodus, passing through the waters of Baptism, freeing us from our bondage to sin. We 

too are on a pilgrimage to a promised homeland, the Lord in our midst, feeding us heavenly bread, giving us living 

waters to drink (see 1 Corinthians 10:1-4). We must take care to guard against the folly that befell the Israelites, 

that led them to quarrel and test God’s goodness at Meribah and Massah. We can harden our hearts in ways more 

subtle but no less ruinous. We can put our trust in possessions, squabble over earthly inheritances, kid ourselves 

that what we have we deserve, store up treasures and think they’ll afford us security and rest. All this is “vanity of 

vanities,” a false and deadly way of living, as this week’s First Reading tells us. This is the greed that Jesus warns 

against in this week’s Gospel. The rich man’s anxiety and toil expose his lack of faith in God’s care and provision. 

That’s why Paul calls greed “idolatry” in the Epistle this week. Mistaking having for being, possession for existence, 

we forget that God is the giver of all that we have, we exalt the things we can make or buy over our Maker 

(see Romans 1:25). Jesus calls the rich man a “fool”—a word used in the Old Testament for someone who rebels 

against God or has forgotten Him (see Psalm 14:1). We should treasure most the new life we have been given in 

Christ and seek what is above, the promised inheritance of heaven. We have to see all things in the light of eternity, 

mindful that He who gives us the breath of life could at any moment—this night even—demand it back from us. 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer from Thomas 

Merton 
 

All: My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. 

I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself and the fact 

that I think that I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But 

I believe that desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire 

in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I 

know if I do this, you will lead me through the right road though I may know nothing 

about it. Therefore, I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the 

shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me 

to face peril alone. Amen. 
 

Leader: Today’s readings focus on the 

distinction between earthly and heavenly 

treasures. Earthly treasures are those things, 

mostly material, that we value here on earth. 

Heavenly treasures, on the other hand, are those 

things that will have eternal and everlasting 

value, both in this lifetime and in the next. Take 

a minute to think about your top five earthly 

treasures and your top five heavenly treasures. 

Reflect on your list of “treasures” as we watch 

this video reflection on the readings for Sunday. 
 

Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the 

Word – 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Eccles%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ecclesiastes%202.21%E2%80%9323
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2090.3%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2090.5%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2090.12%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2090.14
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2090.17
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Col%203.1%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Colossians%203.9%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2012.13%E2%80%9321
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Cor%2010.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%201.25
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2014.1
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/18th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-august-4-2019
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/18th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-august-4-2019


FIRST READING ~ Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 ~ 
 

Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth, vanity of vanities! All things are vanity! Here is one 

who has labored with wisdom and knowledge and skill, and yet to another who has not 

labored over it, he must leave property. This also is vanity and a great misfortune. For 

what profit comes to man from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has labored 

under the sun? All his days, sorrow and grief are his occupation; even at night his mind 

is not at rest. This also is vanity. 
Ecclesiasticus comes from the Greek word for the ʻperson who gathers the 

assembly togetherʼ. The word ʻvanityʼ could more accurately be translated as 

ʻbreathʼ or ʻvapourʼ. Feel the words and the profound questioning going on in 

the text.  

 Respond in one sentence what motivates and gives your life direction and 

purpose. What are you really living for? 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 ~ 
 

Brothers and sisters: If you were raised with Christ, seek what 

is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Think 

of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and 

your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ your life 

appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. Put to 

death, then, the parts of you that are earthly: immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, and the greed that is idolatry. Stop 

lying to one another, since you have taken off the old self with its practices and have 

put on the new self, which is being renewed, for knowledge, in the image of its creator. 

Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 

slave, free; but Christ is all and in all. 
Paul continues to teach the Colossians about Baptism. The baptism ceremony involved taking off their old 

clothes, being plunged into water as if being plunged into the earth like Christ to ʻdieʼ. They would rise and 

be anointed with oil, and be clothed with the white garment of the ʻnew selfʼ. These external signs were 

symbolizing a change within the person. A baptized Christian is now dead to the world and alive with Christ.  

 Consider a phrase such as ʻSport is his/her lifeʼ, or ʻMusic is his/her lifeʼ. What does it involve to have an 

all-encompassing pursuit or hobby? What is Paul suggesting by a favorite phrase he develops in this letter 

‘Christ your life’? 

  
Prayer: Before we enter into the scene in the Gospel passage, take a moment to think about your possessions. Which 

ones are most precious to you? Which ones are nice but not that important? Which ones do you feel you absolutely 

could not do without? Now imagine that you are the rich man in the parable in today’s Gospel reading. What are 

your “grain” and “goods”? Are you building bigger barns to store your treasure? If God told you that this very 

night your life would be demanded of you, how would you view all your possessions and all your hard work to 

acquire them? Finally, consider Jesus’ words, “Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, 

one’s life does not consist of possessions.” What feelings do his words stir in you? Is he warning you against some 

particular manifestation of greed in your life? 

Resolution: Admit to yourself in the privacy of your journal an area where you might be tempted to either store up 

earthly treasure or be greedy. Choose one small action that you can do this week to combat this temptation to greed 

(or the habit of greed) in your life. 



GOSPEL ~ Luke 12:13-21 ~ 
 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance 

with me.” He replied to him, “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?” 

Then he said to the crowd, “Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may 

be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.” Then he told them a parable. “There 

was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest. He asked himself, ‘What shall 

I do, for I do not have space to store my harvest?’ And he said, ‘This is what I shall do: 

I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and 

other goods and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, you have so many good things 

stored up for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’ But God said to him, ‘You fool, 

this night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom 

will they belong?’ 

Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for themselves but are not rich in what 

matters to God.” 
Rabbis were expected to make decisions on religious and civil matters. Yet Jesus chooses not to be the ʻjudgeʼ 

of this inheritance dispute. He is not interested in property but he is interested in talking about ʻgreedʼ. St Paul 

in the second reading referred to greed as ʻidolatryʼ - replacing God.  

 Have you ever considered your answer to the question: ʻWhat is enough?ʼ (money, car, savings, food 

allowance, clothing). What is a benchmark that when you have reached it you now have a duty to ʻshareʼ? 

On a spectrum of ʻgetting and ʻgivingʼ where would you mark your lifestyle?  

Building up supplies, having enough to ʻrest, eat, drink, be merry!ʼ.  

 Isnʼt this what we all hope for? Isnʼt this a nice picture of retirement? Satisfaction? And yet this text is one 

of the few times in the Gospels when God actually ʻspeaksʼ in a parable: “fool”. Why is personal comfort 

and material care of our families not enough?  

ʻI work to pay billsʼ is a humorous phrase.Yet it indicates a trap we can so easily walk into.  

 What debts, hire purchases, possessions are you ʻworking forʼ? Are you investing your self and your 

fortune on projects and items that have no lasting significance? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDITATION 
 

Have you ever tried to settle a money dispute or an inheritance issue? Inheritance 

disputes are rarely ever easy to resolve, especially when the relatives or close associates 

of the deceased benefactor cannot agree on who should get what and who should get 

the most. Why did Jesus refuse to settle an inheritance dispute between two brothers? 

He saw that the heart of the issue was not justice or fairness but rather greed and 

possessiveness. 

The ten commandments were summarized into two prohibitions - do not worship false 

idols and do not covet what belongs to another. It's the flip side of the two great 



commandments - love God and love your neighbor. Jesus warned the man who wanted 

half of his brother's inheritance to "beware of all covetousness." To covet is to wish to 

get wrongfully what another possesses or to begrudge what God has given to another. 

Jesus restates the commandment "do not covet", but he also states that a person's life 

does not consist in the abundance of his or her possessions. 

August of Hippo (354-430 AD) comments on Jesus' words to the brother who wanted 

more: 

Greed wants to divide, just as love desires to gather. What is the significance 

of 'guard against all greed,' unless it is 'fill yourselves with love?' We, 

possessing love for our portion, inconvenience the Lord because of our brother 

just as that man did against his brother, but we do not use the same plea. He 

said, 'Master, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.' We say, 

'Master, tell my brother that he may have my inheritance.' (Sermon 265.9) 

Jesus reinforces his point with a parable about a foolish rich man (Luke 12:16-21). Why 

does Jesus call this wealthy landowner a fool? Jesus does not fault the rich man for his 

industriousness and skill in acquiring wealth, but rather for his egoism and selfishness 

- it's mine, all mine, and no one else's. This parable is similar to the parable of the rich 

man who refused to give any help to the beggar Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). The rich fool 

had lost the capacity to be concerned for others. His life was consumed with his 

possessions and his only interests were in himself. His death was the final loss of his 

soul! What is Jesus' lesson on using material possessions? It is in giving that we receive. 

Those who are rich towards God receive ample reward - not only in this life - but in 

eternity as well. 

In this little parable Jesus probes our heart - where is your treasure? Treasure has a 

special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and 

focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure.  
 What lessons do you take away from the readings this weekend?  Take some time to reflect on your 

‘treasures’. 
 

 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, free my heart from all possessiveness and from coveting what 

belongs to another. May I desire you alone as the one true treasure worth possessing 

above all else. Help me to make good use of the material blessings you give me that I 

may use them generously for your glory and for the good of others. Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 
[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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