
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

July 9-10, 2022: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Deuteronomy 30:10–14, Psalm 69:14, 17, 30–31, 33–34, 36–37, Colossians 1:15–20, Luke 10:25–37 

 
We are to love God and our neighbor with all the strength of our being, as the scholar of the Law answers Jesus in 

this week’s Gospel. This command is nothing remote or mysterious—it’s already written in our hearts, in the book 

of Sacred Scripture. “You have only to carry it out,” Moses says in this week’s First Reading. Jesus tells His 

interrogator the same thing: “Do this and you will live.” The scholar, however, wants to know where he can draw 

the line. That’s the motive behind his question, “Who is my neighbor?” In his compassion, the Samaritan in Jesus’ 

parable reveals the boundless mercy of God, Who came down to us when we were fallen in sin, close to dead, unable 

to pick ourselves up. Jesus is “the image of the invisible God,” this week’s Epistle tells us. In Him, the love of God 

has come very near to us. By the “blood of His Cross”—by bearing His neighbors’ sufferings in His own body, being 

Himself stripped and beaten and left for dead—He saved us from the bonds of sin and reconciled us to God and to 

one another. Like the Samaritan, He pays the price for us, heals the wounds of sin, pours out on us the oil and wine 

of the sacraments, and entrusts us to the care of His Church until He comes back for us. Because His love has known 

no limits, ours cannot either. We are to love as we have been loved, to do for others what He has done for us, joining 

all things together in His Body, the Church. We are to love like the singer of this week’s Psalm—like those whose 

prayers have been answered, like those whose lives has been saved, who have known the time of His favor, have 

seen God in His great mercy turn toward us. This is the love that leads to eternal life, the love Jesus commands today 

of the scholar and of each of us: “Go and do likewise.” 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer: 
 

All: God in heaven, we offer our deepest appreciation for the many blessings you shower 

upon us every day. We are truly humbled by the bounty of your graces. Through this 

prayer, we ask for the compassion to follow the inspiring example of the good 

Samaritan. Help us to embrace and bring comfort to those suffering immensely 

overseas. Amen. 
 

Leader: Many of us have probably heard the story of the good Samaritan before. It’s a familiar story about having 

compassion and showing mercy to others in need. Soon we are going to hear how radical this story would have been 

to Jesus’ audience. In Jesus’ day, the Samaritans were considered by the Jews to be among the most despised people 

around. In his parable about the good Samaritan, Jesus contrasts one of these people with a priest and a Levite - those 

who were supposed to be among the holiest members of Jewish society. As we watch the video, reflect on who in 

our culture we consider our “neighbors,” what kind of needs they may have, and what we can do to help them? 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

  
Digging Deeper – The Gospel of Suffering 

“The parable of the good Samaritan belongs to the Gospel of suffering. For it indicates what the relationship of 

each of us must be toward our suffering neighbor. We are not allowed to ‘pass by on the other side’ indifferently; 

we must ‘stop’ beside him. Everyone who stops beside the suffering of another person, whatever form it may take, 

is a good Samaritan. This stopping does not mean curiosity but availability. It is like the opening of a certain 

interior disposition of the heart, which also has an emotional expression of its own. The name ‘good Samaritan’ 

fits every individual who is sensitive to the sufferings of others, who ‘is moved’ by the misfortune of another. If 

Christ, who knows the interior of man, emphasizes this compassion, this means that it is important for our whole 

attitude to others’ suffering. Therefore, one must cultivate this sensitivity of heart, which bears witness to 

compassion toward a suffering person. Sometimes this compassion remains the only or principal expression of our 

love for and solidarity with the sufferer.” - Pope St. John Paul II 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Deut%2030.10%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2069.14
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2069.17
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2069.30%E2%80%9331
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2069.33%E2%80%9334
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2069.36%E2%80%9337
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Col%201.15%E2%80%9320
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2010.25%E2%80%9337
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/15th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-july-14-2019


FIRST READING ~ Deuteronomy 30:10-14 ~ 

Moses said to the people: "If only you would heed the voice of the LORD, your God, 

and keep his commandments and statutes that are written in this book of the law, when 

you return to the LORD, your God, with all your heart and all your soul.  

"For this command that I enjoin on you today is not too mysterious and remote for you. 

It is not up in the sky, that you should say, 'Who will go up in the sky to get it for us 

and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?' Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, 

'Who will cross the sea to get it for us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?' No, it 

is something very near to you, already in your mouths and in your hearts; you have only 

to carry it out." 
Moses is giving his final words of farewell in the book of Deuteronomy today. The ʻLawʼ which Moses gave 

to Israel from God is not simply written in decrees but is written into our very nature…. ʻvery near to youʼ. 

Jewish people kept this ʻshemaʼ close to them by posting it on their doorways and wrapping it around their 

foreheads in times of prayer.  

 How could you keep Godʼs ways and guidelines close to you? Is there any practice or habit you could 

adopt to express a love for Godʼs teachings? 
 

 

SECOND READING ~ Colossians 1:15-20 ~ 

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in him 
were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created through him 
and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head 
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 
things he himself might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness was pleased to 
dwell, and through him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of 
his cross through him, whether those on earth or those in heaven. 

We hear from St Paulʼs letter to the Colossians in the next 3 Sundays. Paul is writing a letter to correct errors 

of a heresy. Gnosticism taught that God was only spirit and did not mix with the material world of ʻmatterʼ. 

Jesus therefore was thought of as an ̒ intermediaryʼ between God and Man, like an Angel. God couldnʼt become 

ʻfleshʼ because this would involve God getting ʻdirtyʼ and mixing with humanity! Paul responds Jesus Christ 

is truly the image and exact representative of the invisible God, the fullness of God dwelt in him. God has truly 

come among us and reconciled us.  

 What was the obstacle of Gnosticism? Is this obstacle in your own thinking? Have you noticed it in society 

today? 

 
GOSPEL ~ Luke 10:25-37 ~ 

There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said, "Teacher, what must 

I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus said to him, "What is written in the law? How do you 

read it?" He said in reply, "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with 

all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself." He replied to him, "You have answered correctly; do this and you will live."  

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 

Jesus replied, "A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. A priest happened to 

 



be going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 

Likewise a Levite came to the place, and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite 

side. But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at the 

sight. He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged 

them. Then he lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him. 

The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the 

instruction, 'Take care of him. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall 

repay you on my way back.' Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the 

robbers' victim?" He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy." Jesus said to 

him, "Go and do likewise." 
The ʻlawʼ stated that Priests and Levites were to be kept ʻcleanʼ for religious service. Getting close to a dead 

body or touching ʻbloodʼ would make them ʻuncleanʼ. They ʻseeʼ someone in great need – but decide to ʻpass 

byʼ. Jesus critiques this socially and religiously ʻacceptable behaviourʼ. Religious sacrifices and duties are no 

substitute for lack of compassion and injustice. A Samaritan was the cultural equivalent of a terrorist or drug 

dealer. It was the greatest shock for Jewish listeners to have a Samaritan as a hero surpassing a religiously 

observant Priest and Levite. The Samaritan put his money where his mouth was. His love for God showed itself 

in deep compassion not simply pious thoughts or words. Oil and Wine were gifts offered at the altar, used now 

to soften and disinfect wounds. Two days wages and a promise of more if needed reveal not just first aid but 

ongoing care.  

 In your week who have you ʻseenʼ, ʻpassed byʼ? 

 What inspires you in the Samaritanʼs actions? What would it look like for you to ʻgo and do likewiseʼ? 

 Jesus challenges the lawyer – and us – to a new approach to life. The question is not ̒ who is my neighbourʼ 

but will I be a ʻneighbourʼ ? 

 

 

MEDITATION 

Many agnostics refuse to believe in God because there is so much evil in the world. If 

God is love, then evil and suffering must be eliminated in all its forms. What is God's 

answer to this human dilemma? Jesus' parable about a highway robbery gives us a 

helpful hint. Jesus told this dramatic story in response to a devout Jew who wanted to 

understand how to apply God's great commandment of love to his everyday life 

circumstances. In so many words this religious-minded Jew said: "I want to love God 

as best as I can and I want to love my neighbor as well. But how do I know that I am 

fulfilling my duty to love my neighbor as myself?" 

Jesus must have smiled when he heard this man challenge him to explain one's duty 

towards their neighbor. For the Jewish believer the law of love was plain and simple: 

"treat your neighbor as you would treat yourself." The real issue for this believer was 

the correct definition of who is "my neighbor". He understood "neighbor" to mean one's 

fellow Jew who belonged to the same covenant which God made with the people of 

Israel. Up to a certain point, Jesus agreed with this sincere expert but, at the same time, 

he challenged him to see that God's view of neighbor went far beyond his narrow 

definition. 

So why did the religious leaders refuse to give any help when they saw a half-dead 

victim lying by the roadside? Didn't they recognize that this victim was their neighbor? 



And why did a Samaritan, an outsider who was despised by the Jews, treat this victim 

with special care at his own expense as he would care for his own family? Who was the 

real neighbor who showed brotherly compassion and mercy? Jesus makes the supposed 

villain, the despised Samaritan, the merciful one as an example for the status conscious 

Jews. Why didn't the priest and Levite stop to help? The priest probably didn't want to 

risk the possibility of ritual impurity. His piety got in the way of charity. The Levite 

approached close to the victim, but stopped short of actually helping him. Perhaps he 

feared that bandits were using a decoy to ambush him. The Levite put personal safety 

ahead of saving his neighbor. 

What does Jesus' story tell us about true love for one's neighbor? First, we must be 

willing to help even if others brought trouble on themselves through their own fault or 

negligence. Second, our love and concern to help others in need must be practical. Good 

intentions and showing pity, or empathizing with others, are not enough. And lastly, 

our love for others must be as wide and as inclusive as God's love. God excludes no one 

from his care and concern. God's love is unconditional. So we must be ready to do good 

to others for their sake, just as God is good to us. 

Jesus not only taught God's way of love, but he showed how far God was willing to go 

to share in our suffering and to restore us to wholeness of life and happiness. Jesus 

overcame sin, suffering, and death through his victory on the cross. His death brought 

us freedom from slavery to sin and the promise of everlasting life with God. He 

willingly shared in our suffering to bring us to the source of true healing and freedom 

from sin and oppression. True compassion not only identifies and empathizes with the 

one who is in pain, but takes that pain on oneself in order to bring freedom and 

restoration. 

Jesus truly identified with our plight, and he took the burden of our sinful condition 

upon himself. He showed us the depths of God's love and compassion, by sharing in 

our suffering and by offering his life as an atoning sacrifice for our sins upon the cross. 

His suffering is redemptive because it brings us healing and restoration and the fullness 

of eternal life. God offers us true freedom from every form of oppression, sin, and 

suffering. And that way is through the cross of Jesus Christ.  
 If God is all-loving and compassionate, then why is there so much suffering and evil in this world?  

 Are you ready to embrace the cross of Christ, to suffer for his sake, and to lay down your life out of love for your 

neighbor? 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, may your love always be the foundation of my life. Free me from 

every fear and selfish-concern that I may freely give myself in loving service to others, 

even to the point of laying my life down for their sake. Amen. 
Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 

http://www.maristlaitynz.org/
http://www.livingtheword.org.nz/
https://dailyscripture.net/
mailto:dailyscripture@servantsoftheword.org

