
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

August 13-14, 2022: Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Jeremiah 38:4–6, 8–10; Psalm 40:2–4, 18; Hebrews 12:1–4; Luke 12:49–53 
 

Reflection: Our God is a consuming fire, the Scriptures tell us (see Hebrews 12:29; Deuteronomy 4:24). And in this 

week’s Gospel, Jesus uses the image of fire to describe the demands of discipleship. The fire He has come to cast on 

the earth is the fire that He wants to blaze in each of our hearts. He made us from the dust of the earth (see Genesis 

2:7) and filled us with the fire of the Holy Spirit in Baptism (see Luke 3:16). We were baptized into His death 

(see Romans 6:3). This is the baptism our Lord speaks of in the Gospel this week. The baptism with which He must 

be baptized is His passion and death, by which He accomplished our redemption and sent forth the fire of the Spirit 

on the earth (see Acts 2:3). The fire has been set, but it is not yet blazing. We are called to enter deeper into the 

consuming love of God. We must examine our consciences and our actions, submitting ourselves to the revealing 

fire of God’s Word (see 1 Corinthians 3:13). In our struggle against sin, we have not yet resisted to the point of 

shedding our own blood, Paul tells us in this week’s Epistle. We have not undergone the suffering that Jeremiah 

suffers in the First Reading this week. But this is what true discipleship requires. To be a disciple is to be inflamed 

with the love of the God. It is to have an unquenchable desire for holiness and zeal for the salvation of our brothers 

and sisters. Being His disciple does not bring peace in the false way that the world proclaims peace (see Jeremiah 

8:11). It means division and hardship. It may bring us to conflict with our own flesh and blood. But Christ is our 

peace (see Ephesians 2:14). By His Cross He has lifted us up from the mire of sin and death—as He will rescue the 

prophet Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 38:10). And as we sing in the Psalm this week, we trust in our deliverer. 

 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer to the Holy 

Spirit 
 

All: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful, Enkindle in them the fire of Your 

love. Send forth Your spirit, and we shall be created, and You shall renew the face of 

the earth. Amen. 
 

Leader: In this week’s Gospel reading, Jesus speaks about division that will be brought into the world because of his 

message, as well as a fire he longs to kindle. His words may sound surprising, even a bit harsh to us. The Gospel 

discusses how our Christian faith may result in division and conflict even within our own families. It warns us that 

people may have very different responses when they see our faith and learn about our moral convictions. Some 

friends and family members might be thrilled; others may think we’re a bit strange. Still others might look down on 

us and think we are judgmental and intolerant. Think about the people in your own life; what effect does your faith 

have on others?  Reflect on your faith and how you live it out as we watch this video reflection on the readings for 

Sunday. 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

  
Prayer: Imagine you lived in Jesus’ time. You have been following him, listening to him teach, watching him 

minister, seeing him work miracles. Now he’s headed toward Jerusalem where he says he will suffer and be 

crucified. You hear him say that if you want to follow him, the way will be rough, your companions may be few, and 

many in the world may not want to hear your message. Even family members, friends, or co-workers may look down 

on you or simply not understand. Will you still follow? Will you trust him when he says it will be okay despite the 

hardships—that the reward will far outweigh the cost? How do you respond? 

Resolution: Take a few minutes to ask Jesus to remind you of the people in your life who don’t understand your 

faith—with whom you feel division because of your faith. What are some practical things you can do for those people 

to help mend the division? 
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FIRST READING ~ Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 ~ 

In those days, the princes said to the king: “Jeremiah ought to be put to death; he is 

demoralizing the soldiers who are left in this city, and all the people, by speaking such 

things to them; he is not interested in the welfare of our people, but in their ruin.” King 

Zedekiah answered: “He is in your power”; for the king could do nothing with them. 

And so they took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Prince Malchiah, which 

was in the quarters of the guard, letting him down with ropes. There was no water in 

the cistern, only mud, and Jeremiah sank into the mud. Ebed-melech, a court official, 

went there from the palace and said to him: “My lord king, these men have been at fault 

in all they have done to the prophet Jeremiah, casting him into the cistern. He will die 

of famine on the spot, for there is no more food in the city.” Then the king ordered 

Ebed-melech the Cushite to take three men along with him, and draw the prophet 

Jeremiah out of the cistern before he should die. 
Jeremiah did not have an enjoyable experience as a prophet. He 

lived in a time when he saw the ‘gap’ between 

God’s way and the way the King and Religious Leaders were leading 

the people. For many years he spoke challenging words of change 

but without success. In the end he reached the conclusion that it 

would be ok if the ‘Court’ and ‘Temple’ were demolished so that God 

would have an opportunity to ‘start again’! People became upset and 

today Jeremiah ends up ‘in the mud’ of a large empty water tank.  

 Have you recently heard an invitation or idea that deeply 

challenged you to change? What was your response? Why do 

prophets often experience rejection? 

Imagine the experience of Jeremiah standing ‘in the mud’. Waiting. 

Crying. Faithful. Confused. And then Ebed-melech from the court 

arrives.  

 Can you apply this image to your life journey now? Who could 

be ‘Ebed-melech’ reaching out to help you? What do we learn 

about God from this experience? 

 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ Hebrews 12:1-4 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: Since we are surrounded by so 

great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every 

burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in 

running the race that lies before us while keeping our 

eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of the joy that lay 

before him he endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 

of the throne of God. Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order 

that you may not grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle against sin you have not 

yet resisted to the point of shedding blood. 
The Letter to the Hebrews teaches Jewish people the meaning of Jesus life and sacrifice. Jesus followers are 

called to live in close imitation to him.  

 Is there anything you are doing in your life that Jesus would not do? 



GOSPEL ~ Luke 12:49-53 ~ 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were 

already blazing! There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how great is my 

anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come to establish peace on 

the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From now on a household of five will be 

divided, three against two and two against three; a father will be divided against his son 

and a son against his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her 

mother, a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law.” 
Jesus continues to teach his disciples about the deep changes required to become a ‘follower’. Fire ‘purifies’ 

objects, melts away any impurities. Cleanses and reduces metals back to an original state. To set the earth on 

fire seems to be a more painful experience than ‘giving the earth a wash’. A fire is more severe and deep.  

 Have you ever asked Jesus for this ‘baptism’ of fire - the Spirit - to come upon you? Do you desire this 

baptism?  

Jesus is often portrayed as someone bringing peace and reconciliation. But the cost of transforming the world 

is great. Archbishop Oscar Romero said: ‘the world is established in disorder which makes the mere 

proclamation of the good news a subversive act’.  

 What do you think this quote means? 

Jewish people considered the relationship of care and respect between parents and children to be the greatest 

value to uphold. Nothing else should topple this value. Jesus inserts a seed of fire into the social structure of 

his time. Disciples will eventually be confronted with a choice: will you choose the relationship with Jesus to 

be the most important relationship of your life no matter what?  

 This experience has often been called ‘costly discipleship’. Do you have a costly discipleship story? Could 

you inspire someone by sharing it or write it in a journal to claim it more deeply as a life lesson for 

yourself? 

In early christianity, Jewish people who became christian were ‘kicked out’ of the family home and not allowed 

to worship in the temple. They began to experience a new family of care and community, living together, 

sharing everything in common, feeding the hungry. They truly began to live a ‘different life’. The first christians 

in Antioch were called the people of ‘the way’.  

 Does your ‘way’ reflect the life of Jesus? 

 

 

MEDITATION 

The image of fire in biblical times was often associated with God and with his action in 

the world and in the lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his presence by use 

of fire, such as God's revelation to Moses through the burning bush in the wilderness 

which was not consumed by the flames (Exodus 3:2). God assured the Hebrew people 

of his continual presence, guidance, and protection for them through the wilderness for 

forty years with the pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day (Exodus 13:21-

22). The prophet Elijah called down fire from heaven to reveal God's presence and 

power and to purify the people of false idols (1 Kings 18:36-39). The image of fire was 

also used as a sign of God's glory (Ezekiel 1:4, 13) and holiness (Deuteronomy 4:24), 

his protective presence (2 Kings 6:17), and his righteous judgment (Zechariah 13:9) and 

holy wrath against sin (Isaiah 66:15-16). 

Fire is also a sign and symbol of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. John the 

Baptist said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11-



12 and Luke 3:16-17). When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples at 

Pentecost "tongues of fire" appeared above their heads (Acts 2:3). We can see from 

both the Old and New Testament Scriptures that God's fire purifies and cleanses to 

make us clean (sins washed away) and holy (fit to offer him acceptable praise and 

worship), and it inspires a reverent fear (awe in God's presence) and respect (obeying 

and giving God his due) for God and for his holy word. 

Jesus used a typical Hebrew hyperbole (a figure of speech which uses strong language 

and exaggeration for emphasis) to drive home an important lesson. We often do the 

same when we want to emphasize something very strongly. Jesus' hyperbole, however, 

did contain a real warning that the Gospel message does have serious consequences for 

our lives. 

When Jesus spoke about division within families he likely had in mind the prophecy of 

Micah: a man's enemies are the men of his own household (Micah 7:6). The essence of 

Christianity is loyalty to Jesus Christ - the Son of God and Savior of the world - a loyalty 

that takes precedence over every other relationship. The love of God compels us to 

choose who will be first in our lives. To place any relationship (or anything else) above 

God is a form of idolatry. 

Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who they love first and foremost. A true 

disciple loves God above all else and is willing to forsake all for Jesus Christ. Jesus 

insists that his disciples give him the loyalty which is only due to God, a loyalty which 

is higher than spouse or kin. It is possible that family and friends can become our 

enemies if the thought of them keeps us from doing what we know God wants us to do.  

The Gospel message is good news for those who seek pardon, peace, and the abundant 

life which God offers us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus offers true freedom to 

those who believe in him - freedom from slavery to sin, Satan, and the oppressive forces 

of hatred and evil that can destroy body, mind, and spirit. Commit your ways to him, 

obey his word, and you will find true peace, joy, and happiness in the Lord your God. 
 Do you want to be on fire for God? Jesus shocked his disciples when he declared that he would cast fire and 

cause division rather than peace upon the earth. What kind of fire did Jesus have in mind here? 

 Who do you love first and foremost? Does the love of Jesus Christ compel you to put God first in all you do?  

 Do you listen to the voice of your Savior and trust in his word? 

 
 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, may the fire of your love consume me and transform my life that I 

may truly desire nothing more than life with you. Fill me with the power of your Holy 

Spirit that I may always seek to please you and do your will. Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 
[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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