
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

August 20-21, 2022: Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  Isaiah 66:18–21; Psalm 117:1, 2; Hebrews 12:5–7, 11–13; Luke 13:22–30 
 

Reflection: Jesus doesn’t answer the question put to Him in this Sunday’s Gospel. It profits us nothing to speculate 

on how many will be saved. What we need to know is what He tells us today—how to enter into salvation and how 

urgent it is to strive now, before the Master closes the door. Jesus is “the narrow gate,” the only way of salvation, 

the path by which all must travel to enter the kingdom of the Father (see John 14:6). In Jesus, God has come—as 

He promises in this week’s First Reading—to gather nations of every language, to reveal to them His glory. Eating 

and drinking with them, teaching in their streets, Jesus in the Gospel is slowly making His way to Jerusalem. There, 

Isaiah’s vision will be fulfilled: On the holy mountain He will be lifted up (see John 3:14), and He will draw to 

Himself brethren from among all the nations to worship in the heavenly Jerusalem, to glorify Him for His kindness, 

as we sing in today’s Psalm. In God’s plan, the kingdom was proclaimed first to the Israelites and last to the Gentiles 

(see Romans 1:16; Acts 3:25–26), who in the Church have come from the earth’s four corners to make up the new 

people of God (see Isaiah 43:5–6; Psalm 107:2–3). Many, however, will lose their place at the heavenly table, Jesus 

warns. Refusing to accept His narrow way they will weaken, rendering themselves unknown to the Father (see Isaiah 

63:15–16). We don’t want to be numbered among those of drooping hands and weak knees (see Isaiah 35:3). So, we 

must strive for that narrow gate, a way of hardship and suffering—the way of the beloved Son. As this week’s Epistle 

reminds us, by our trials we know we are truly God’s sons and daughters. We are being disciplined by our afflictions, 

strengthened to walk that straight and narrow path—that we may enter the gate and take our place at the banquet 

of the righteous. 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer from The 

Confessions of St. Augustine: 
 

All: Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have I loved you! You 

were within me, but I was outside, and it was there that I searched for you. In my 

unloveliness I plunged into the lovely things which you created. You were with me, but 

I was not with you. Created things kept me from you; yet if they had not been in you 

they would have not been at all. You called, you shouted, and you broke through my 

deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my blindness. You breathed your 

fragrance on me; I drew in breath and now I pant for you. I have tasted you, now I 

hunger and thirst for more. You touched me, and I burned for your peace. Amen. 
 

Leader: This week we are going to hear what Jesus has 

to say about the way to salvation through the narrow 

gate, and the “strength” to enter it. In this week’s 

Gospel reading, we hear Jesus say that at the Last 

Judgment some people will be left outside the gates of 

heaven because they did not pass through the “narrow 

gate.” Have you ever experienced being left out, or 

having had the door closed on you? Or maybe you’ve 

been forgotten and left out by your friends. How did 

you feel when that happened? What did you learn from 

the experience? Reflect on these questions as we watch 

this video reflection on the readings for Sunday. 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 21st 

Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

Prayer: For your prayer today, imagine yourself in that 

situation described by the Gospel reading. The master of the 

house has arisen, and is shutting the door. It’s not shut yet, but 

it is getting more “narrow.” What are you feeling as you see 

the opening growing tighter? Now look back over your life. 

What things have you allowed   yourself to be attached to? What 

things will make it hard for you to fit through the door? How 

have you picked up habits and preferences and tastes that lead 

you more and more into what we have seen Augustine call the 

“City of Man”? Imagine those things all around you now as 

you try to get through that door. What do you need to let go of? 
Resolution: As you become aware of your thoughts, feelings, 

and desires in this moment, ask the Holy Spirit to inspire you 

with tangible ways you can respond to how he is moving in your 

heart. How can you build the City of God in your heart, in your 

life? 
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FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 66:18-21 ~ 

Thus says the LORD: I know their works and their thoughts, and I come to gather 

nations of every language; they shall come and see my glory. I will set a sign among 

them; from them I will send fugitives to the nations: to Tarshish, Put and Lud, Mosoch, 

Tubal and Javan, to the distant coastlands that have never heard of my fame, or seen 

my glory; and they shall proclaim my glory among the nations. They shall bring all 

your brothers and sisters from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses and 

in chariots, in carts, upon mules and dromedaries, to Jerusalem, my holy mountain, says 

the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their offering to the house of the LORD in clean 

vessels. Some of these I will take as priests and Levites, says the LORD. 
The final chapters of the Book of Isaiah are filled with apocalyptic 

images of how the ʻend of timesʼ will be. Every nation, language 

(Tarshish = Spain, Put and Lud = North Africa, Tubal and Javan 

= Asia Minor) will be gathered to Jerusalem. But this will first 

require God to ʻset a sign among themʼ. God requires 

missionaries 

to witness to Godʼs ways and take responsibility for being ʻliving 

signsʼ of Godʼs love.  

 What does being a ʻsignʼ mean for you? Do you feel 

responsible for being Godʼs representative among your 

peers? What would be your biggest challenge? Fear? Who is 

a good role- model (sign) of faith for you and how could you 

imitate them? 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 ~ 

Brothers and sisters, you have forgotten the 

exhortation addressed to you as children: “My son, 

do not disdain the discipline of the Lord or lose 

heart when reproved by him; for whom the Lord 

loves, he disciplines; he scourges every son he 

acknowledges.” Endure your trials as “discipline”; 

God treats you as sons. For what “son” is there 

whom his father does not discipline? At the time, 

all discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain, 

yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness 

to those who are trained by it. So strengthen your 

drooping hands and your weak knees. Make straight paths for your feet, that what is 

lame may not be disjointed but healed.  
The Letter to the Hebrews was to Jewish Christians. Many were struggling with persecution and trials from 

Jewish Religious Leaders for their belief in Jesus. They were frustrated that Jesus had not ʻreturnedʼ quickly as 

they had hoped. They are downcast with drooping hands and weak knees! They are invited to see struggles and 

trials as ʻdisciplineʼ which comes from the word ʻdiscipleʼ which comes from the word to learn and be educated. 

 What is one struggle you are having currently. What is it teaching you? 

 

  



GOSPEL ~ Luke 13:22-30 ~ 

Jesus passed through towns and villages, teaching as he went and making his way to 

Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” He answered 

them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door, for many, I tell you, will attempt to 

enter but will not be strong enough. After the master of the house has arisen and locked 

the door, then will you stand outside knocking and saying, ‘Lord, open the door for us.’ 

He will say to you in reply, ‘I do not know where you are from. And you will say, ‘We 

ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.’ Then he will say to you, 

‘I do not know where you are from. Depart from me, all you evildoers!’ And there will 

be wailing and grinding of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the 

prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourselves cast out. And people will come 

from the east and the west and from the north and the south and will recline at table in 

the kingdom of God. For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who 

will be last.” 
Jesus is on his way to his final days in Jerusalem and he challenges all who have a conversation with him 

about getting ready for the ʻend of timeʼ. This sparks a question - ʻwill only a few people be savedʼ? Jewish 

people assumed they were the ʻfewʼ and sinners, unclean people, unbelievers were the ʻmanyʼ who would not 

be saved.  

 How would you respond to a friend if they asked ʻwill only a few be saved and go to heavenʼ? Where did 

you get your image of God to back up your belief and answer? 

Jewish people understood they had a special status of ʻchosenʼ by God. They presumed this also meant they 

had a special entry permit ʻthrough the doorʼ. ʻWe ate and drank with you, you taught us!ʼ They are absolutely 

surprised with the possibility that other people, ʻsinnersʼ, could get into heaven before them. ʻBut I have 

listened to the Gospel stories on Sunday and have shared in the Eucharistʼ could be a modern Catholic 

response. It is not enough to ʻbe thereʼ on Sunday, we are called to ʻdo somethingʼ on Monday... to be a ʻsignʼ 

of Godʼs forgiveness, welcome, shaping the world into becoming one family.  

 What would you consider the Church needs to ʻdo more ofʼ? How could you be involved? 

 

MEDITATION 

What does the image of a door say to us about the kingdom of God? Jesus' story about 

the door being shut to those who come too late suggests they had offended their host 

and deserved to be excluded. It was customary for teachers in Jesus' time to close the 

door on tardy students and not allow them back for a whole week in order to teach them 

a lesson in discipline and faithfulness. 

Jesus told this story in response to the question of who will make it to heaven - to God's 

kingdom of everlasting peace and eternal life. Many rabbis held that all Israel would be 

saved and gain entry into God's kingdom, except for a few blatant sinners who excluded 

themselves! After all, they were specially chosen by God when he established a 

covenant relationship with them. 

Jesus surprised his listeners by saying that one's membership as a people who have 

entered into a covenant relationship with God does not automatically mean entry into 

the everlasting kingdom of God. Second, Jesus asserts that many from the Gentile (non-

Jewish) nations would enter God's kingdom. God's invitation is open to Jew and Gentile 

alike. 



But Jesus warns that we can be excluded if we do not strive to enter by the narrow door. 

What did Jesus mean by this expression? The door which Jesus had in mind was 

himself. I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved (John 10:9). God sent 

his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to open the way for us to have full access 

to the throne of God's grace (favor and blessing) and mercy (pardon for our sins). 

Through Jesus' victory on the cross he has freed us from slavery to sin and hurtful 

desires and addictions, and he has made us sons and daughters of God and citizens of 

his heavenly kingdom. We are free now to choose which kingdom we will serve - the 

kingdom of truth and light ruled by God's wisdom or the kingdom of falsehood and 

darkness ruled by Satan and the world system or society of people who are opposed to 

God and his laws. 

If we want to enter God's kingdom and receive our full inheritance which is stored up 

for us in heaven, then we must follow the Lord Jesus in his way of the cross through a 

willing renunciation of our own will for his will - our own life for his life - our own 

way for his way. 

Why did Jesus say we must strive to enter his kingdom of righteousness and peace? 

The word strive can also be translated as agony. To enter the kingdom of God we must 

struggle against every force or power of opposition - even the temptation to remain 

indifferent, apathetic, or compromising in our faith and personal trust in Jesus, our hope 

in holding firm to the promises of Jesus, and our uncompromising love for God above 

all else. Paul the Apostle reminds us that our hope in God does not disappoint us because 

"God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given 

to us" (Romans 5:5). 

The Lord reminds us that when we face difficulties, trials, temptations, and even 

failures, we do not struggle alone. He knows our weaknesses even better than we know 

them, and he is always ready to help us in our struggle to overcome sin and wrong-

doing. God's grace is sufficient! As we strive side by side for the faith of the 

Gospel (Philippians 1:27) Jesus assures us of complete victory!  
 What do you understand from Jesus’ expression of “strive to enter by the narrow door”? 

 Do you trust in God's grace and help, especially in times of testing and temptation? 

 What is one action you will take this week to live out the Gospel message? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, may I never doubt your guiding presence and your tender love and 

mercy towards me. Through the gift of your Spirit fill me with persevering faith and 

courage to trust you always in all things and in every circumstance I find myself in. 

May your love set my heart aflame with love for You who are my All. Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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