
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

August 6-7, 2022: Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Wisdom 18:6–9; Psalm 33:1, 12, 18–22; Hebrews 11:1–2, 8–19; Luke 12:35–40 
 

Reflection: We are born of the faith of our fathers, descending from a great cloud of witnesses whose faith is attested 

to on every page of Scripture (see Hebrews 12:1). We have been made His people, chosen for His own inheritance, 

as we sing in this Sunday’s Psalm. The Liturgy this week sings the praises of our fathers, recalling the defining 

moments in our “family history.” In the Epistle, we remember the calling of Abraham; in the First Reading we relive 

the night of the Exodus and the summons of the holy children of Israel. Our fathers, we are told, trusted in the Word 

of God, put their faith in His oaths. They were convinced that what He promised, He would do. None of them lived 

to see His promises made good. For it was not until Christ and His Church that Abraham’s descendants were made 

as countless as the stars and sands (see Galatians 3:16–17, 29). It was not until His Last Supper and the Eucharist 

that “the sacrifice . . . the divine institution” of that first Passover was truly fulfilled. And now we too await the final 

fulfillment of what God has promised us in Christ. As Jesus tells us in this week’s Gospel, we should live with our 

loins girded—as the Israelites tightened their belts, cinched up their long robes and ate their Passover standing, 

vigilant and ready to do His will (see Exodus 12:11; 2 Kings 4:29). The Lord will come at an hour we do not expect. 

He will knock on our door (see Revelation 3:20), inviting us to the wedding feast in the better homeland, the heavenly 

one that our fathers saw from afar, and which we begin to taste in each Eucharist. As they did, we can wait with 

“sure knowledge,” His Word like a lamp lighting our path (see Psalm 119:105). Our God is faithful, and if we wait 

in faith, hope in His kindness, and love as we have been loved, we will receive His promised blessing and be delivered 

from death. 

 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer from St. 

Ignatius of Loyola: 
 

All: O my God, teach me to be generous: to serve you as you deserve to be served; to 

give without counting the cost; to fight without fear of being wounded; to work without 

seeking rest; and to spend myself without expecting any reward. Amen. 
 

Leader: This week’s readings are about discovering our true treasures. So let me ask you: If your house was on fire 

and you could only take out three things (in addition to the people in your home!), what would they be and why? In 

our video for this week, the presenter talks about Jesus’ call to discover what we truly treasure in life and then asks 

us if we are willing to share our treasures with others, especially the poor and those in need. Reflect on your “true 

treasures” as we watch this video reflection on the readings for Sunday. 

 
 

Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

  

Prayer: Place yourself in the scene of the Gospel reading. Imagine that Jesus is coming up to you and asking, “What 

is your treasure?” How do you respond? Now imagine that he says to you, “Sell your belongings and give alms.” 

What is your first reaction to his words? Are you excited? scared? angry? sad? thrilled? Ask Jesus to open your 

heart to him and fill it with his love and generosity to enable you not only to better see those who are in need but 

also to give generously to them. 

Resolution: What can you begin to do this week to share your treasures with those in need, both through financial 

gifts and the other gifts God has given you? 
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FIRST READING ~ Wisdom 18:6-9 ~ 

The night of the Passover was known beforehand to our fathers, that, with sure 

knowledge of the oaths in which they put their faith, they might have courage. Your 

people awaited the salvation of the just and the destruction of their foes. For when you 

punished our adversaries, in this you glorified us whom you had summoned. For in 

secret the holy children of the good were offering sacrifice and putting into effect with 

one accord the divine institution. 
The Book of Wisdom was written to help Jews life faithfully in the midst of the big and unbelieving city of 

Alexandria. The strong Greek culture, pagan worship, and completely different view on life caused many 

Alexandrian Jews to have a crisis of faith. The writer encourages them to have courage in the ʻoaths in which 

they put their faithʼ and to live according to the divine commands given by God.  

 What is your biggest struggle in living in a secular society? What particular belief, knowledge or practice 

is at the source of your courage to keep ʻfaithfulʼ? 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things 

not seen. Because of it the ancients were well attested. By faith Abraham obeyed when 

he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he went out, 

not knowing where he was to go. By faith he sojourned in the promised land as in a 

foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same promise; for 

he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and maker is God. 

By faith he received power to generate, even though he was past the normal age —and 

Sarah herself was sterile— for he thought that the one who had made the promise was 

trustworthy. So it was that there came forth from one man, himself as good as dead, 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sands on the 

seashore. 
The Letter to the Hebrews is the 2nd reading for the next 4 weeks. It is a letter written to ʻHebrewsʼ to help 

them understand how First Testament worship is completed and overtaken by the Cross of Christ. Abraham 

and Sarah are both inspirational models of ̒ faithʼ. They left home not knowing where they were going, actively 

stepped out and searched for land, conceived a child because they believed in the promise of God rather than 

their human understanding. It would have been easy to sit on the couch waiting for God's promises. Abraham 

and Sarah remind us to be active in faith.  

 Are their areas in life where you need to participate more with God? What is your next step? 

 

 

GOSPEL ~ Luke 12:13-21 ~ 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not be afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father is 

pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your belongings and give alms. Provide money 

bags for yourselves that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no 

thief can reach nor moth destroy. For where your treasure is, there also will your heart 

be. “Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like servants who await their master’s 

return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks. Blessed 

are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival. Amen, I say to you, he 



will gird himself, have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them. And should 

he come in the second or third watch and find them prepared in this way, blessed are 

those servants. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour when the 

thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be 

prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” Then Peter said, 

“Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone?” And the Lord replied, “Who, then, 

is the faithful and prudent steward whom the master will put in charge of his servants 

to distribute the food allowance at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his 

master on arrival finds doing so. Truly, I say to you, the master will put the servant in 

charge of all his property. But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in 

coming,’ and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants, to eat and drink and 

get drunk, then that servant’s master will come on an unexpected day and at an 

unknown hour and will punish the servant severely and assign him a place with the 

unfaithful. That servant who knew his master’s will but did not make preparations nor 

act in accord with his will shall be beaten severely; and the servant who was ignorant 

of his master’s will but acted in a way deserving of a severe beating shall be beaten 

only lightly. Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more 

will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.” 
Luke continues to develop a theme of Jesusʼ teachings on wealth and greed. Building a bigger barn to house 

more grain was considered foolish - it signaled a decision to move from having ʻenoughʼ to having ʻluxuryʼ, 

total sensual satisfaction combined with a blindness to those who do not have ʻenoughʼ to eat and drink.  

 Have you considered moving from ʻhoping to be generousʼ to a decision to ‘be generous’? Opening up a 

ʻGod bank accountʼ? Asking your priest or friends who is in need in your local area? 

The invitation to sell your belongings and give alms is for Luke a decision to live a very different lifestyle. To 

throw away all plans of greed and self-centeredness and live simply so others may simply ʻliveʼ.  

 Have you ever considered voluntary poverty and simplicity of life so that resources may be shared for 

others? Is there a life-style choice that you could make this week to live this invitation? 

The Christian community is recognizing Jesusʼ return is not coming immediately. The parable shares an image. 

Disciples are to understand themselves as ʻcare-takersʼ charged with the task of ʻfood distributionʼ. Attending 

to this task determines where believers will spend eternity!  

 Did you know 1 billion people are hungry every day? Ever thought of dropping off food to a ʻfood bankʼ 

or starting a collection in your parish? 

 If entry into heaven was based on a quiz, and you knew the answers before-hand, would you practise the 

answers? If we are to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, comfort the sick and lost - and we know this is the 

ʻmasters willʼ - would we be found ʻreadyʼ? Do we fear not being found ready...? are we in for a ʻsevere 

beatingʼ? 

 

MEDITATION 

What is the greatest joy and treasure we could possibly possess? The Lord Jesus 

promises that those who seek God and his kingdom will not be disappointed (Luke 

12:32, Matthew 6:33). The Lord Jesus offers us the greatest treasure possible - but we 

must first seek it and make it our true joy and possession above all else. We naturally 

want to have and keep whatever we think will bring us happiness, peace, and security. 

Jesus offers a priceless treasure and source of abundant joy and security that is worth 

selling all else for. 



Jesus tells his followers to not be fearful or anxious about their present lives and future 

security (Luke 12:32). He urges them to sell their possessions and to give their money 

to those who need it most - especially those who have nothing to provide for their 

present needs and welfare (Luke 12:33). This seems to go against our natural instinct 

to hoard and save for the future. Why would anyone want to sell their possessions and 

give away their money - unless they wanted to exchange these goods for something far 

more precious and of greater value than all the money and possessions they could ever 

hope to acquire in this present life. 

Jesus warns that money and possessions will not last and can be taken away at any 

moment by a thief or by death itself. But there is one treasure which can never be lost 

or destroyed because it is kept secure by God himself. What is that treasure? It is the 

Lord himself and his kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit 

(Romans 14:17). This treasure is worth far more than anything we could possibly 

acquire on our own. If you make the Lord your treasure, then you will have in your 

possession the greatest source of joy and lasting peace and security. The wisdom of 

Scripture tells us, If the Almighty is your gold and your precious silver, then you will 

delight yourself in the Almighty, and will turn your face toward God (Job 22:25-26).  

Jesus' parable has an important lesson for each one of us. Just as Jesus was faithful and 

ready to obey his Father in everything - even to the point of laying down his life on the 

cross for us, we too are called to be faithful and obedient to the Lord's will for our lives. 

How can we grow in faithfulness and obedience to the Lord? The Lord gives us his 

Holy Spirit who frees us from pride and fear, so we can hear the Lord and embrace his 

way of love and faithfulness. If we fail, the Lord will not fail us. He gives strength to 

the weak and to those who turn to him with trust in his mercy and help. Ask the Lord 

Jesus to fill you with his Holy Spirit and with a holy desire to seek the Lord and his 

kingdom first above all else. 
 Do you know the joy and happiness of making God your one and only true treasure and security?  

 If the Lord Jesus knocked on your door today would you be ready and eager to receive him? 

 The Lord Jesus knocks on the door of our heart each and every day. Do you listen to his word and receive it 

with trust and joy? 

 Do you hunger for the Lord and for the treasure of his kingdom? 
 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, free my heart from all possessiveness and from coveting what 

belongs to another. May I desire you alone as the one true treasure worth possessing 

above all else. Help me to make good use of the material blessings you give me that I 

may use them generously for your glory and for the good of others. Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 
[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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