
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

September 3-4, 2022: Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  Wisdom 9:13–18; Psalm 90:3–6, 12–17; Philemon 1:9–10, 12–17; Luke 14:25–33 
 

Reflection: Like a king making ready for battle or a contractor about to build a tower, we have to count the cost as we set 
out to follow Jesus. Our Lord today is telling us up front the sacrifice it will take. His words aren’t addressed to His chosen few, 
the Twelve, but rather to the “great crowds”—to anyone, to whoever wishes to be His disciple. That only makes His call all the 
more stark and uncompromising. We are to “hate” our old lives, to renounce all the earthly things we rely upon, to choose 
Him above every person and possession. Again He tells us that the things we have—even our family ties and obligations—can 

become an excuse, an obstacle that keeps us from giving ourselves completely to Him (see Luke 9:23–26, 57–62). Jesus brings 
us the saving wisdom we are promised in today’s First Reading. He is that saving Wisdom. Weighed down by many earthly 
concerns, the burdens of our body and its needs, we could never see beyond the things of this world; we could never detect 
God’s heavenly design and intention. So in His Mercy He sent us His Spirit, His Wisdom from on high, to make straight our path 
to Him. Jesus Himself paid the price to free us from the sentence imposed on Adam, which we recall in today’s Psalm 

(see Genesis 2:7; 2:19). No more will the work of our hands be an affliction; no more are we destined to turn back to dust. 
Like Onesimus in today’s Epistle, we have been redeemed. We have been given a new family and a new inheritance, made 
children of the Father, brothers and sisters in the Lord. We are free now to come after Him, to serve Him - no longer slaves to 
the ties of our past lives. In Christ, all our yesterdays have passed. We live in what the Psalm today beautifully describes as the 
daybreak, ready to be filled with His kindness. For He has given us wisdom of heart and taught us to number our days aright. 
 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time. We open this week with a prayer 

from today’s morning Liturgy of the Hours: 
 

All: Lord our God, in You justice and mercy meet. With unparalleled love You have 

saved us from death and drawn us into the circle of Your life. Open our eyes to the 

wonders this life sets before us, that we may serve You free from fear and address You 

as God our Father. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen. 
 

Leader: Today’s Gospel reading focuses on the cost of following Jesus. Reflect on the things you think the world 

commonly assumes a person must give up to follow Jesus as we watch this video on true humility and reflection on 

the readings for Sunday. 

 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 23rd 

Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

  

Prayer: In today’s Gospel reading, great crowds are going 

along with Jesus when he gives three conditions for true 

discipleship. Imagine yourself in this scene and Jesus speaking 

directly to you about these conditions. Jesus tells you that you 

must prefer him above anyone else. Is there anyone in your life 

that you are placing before God—for your approval, your 

sense of fulfillment, your sense of self-worth? Next, Jesus tells 

you that you must take up your cross and follow him. What 

cross might he be asking you to bear now? Finally, Jesus tells 

you that you must renounce your possessions. What thing(s) 

are you holding onto that is holding you back from true 

discipleship? 
Resolution: Luke describes the crowds “traveling with” 

Jesus when our Lord gives these three conditions for taking 

the next step of becoming a true disciple. Tell Jesus that you 

don’t want to just be a traveler. You want to be a disciple. Ask 

him to show you what you can do this week to “follow” him 

more closely as a disciple, rather than merely “travel with” 

him. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Wis%209.13%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2090.3%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2090.12%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Philem%201.9%E2%80%9310
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Philemon%201.12%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2014.25%E2%80%9333
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%209.23%E2%80%9326
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%209.57%E2%80%9362
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gen%202.7
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Genesis%202.19
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/23rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-september-8-2019
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/23rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-september-8-2019


FIRST READING ~ Wisdom 9:13-18b ~ 

Who can know God's counsel, or who can conceive what the LORD intends? For the 

deliberations of mortals are timid, and unsure are our plans. For the corruptible body 

burdens the soul and the earthen shelter weighs down the mind that has many concerns. 

And scarce do we guess the things on earth, and what is within our grasp we find with 

difficulty; but when things are in heaven, who can search them out? Or who ever knew 

your counsel, except you had given wisdom and sent your holy spirit from on high? 

And thus were the paths of those on earth made straight. 
The Book of Wisdom was a Jewish response to the wisdom writers and Greek Philosophers seeking to 

understand the meaning of life. Written for Jews in Alexandria, the international and cultural centre of the 

time, many Jews were giving up their faith and adopting a Greek philosophy. Greek Philosophy taught that 

human nature was ʻagainst Godʼ and we could not ʻknow Godʼ. The Wisdom writer teaches we can be in tune 

with the Holy Spirit of God so our paths can become ʻstraightʼ.  

 What do you think? Have you experienced the guidance of the Holy Spirit at any point in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ Philemon 9-10, 12-17 ~ 

I, Paul, an old man, and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus, urge you on behalf of my 

child Onesimus, whose father I have become in my imprisonment; I am sending him, 

that is, my own heart, back to you. I should have liked to retain him for myself, so that 

he might serve me on your behalf in my imprisonment for the gospel, but I did not want 

to do anything without your consent, so that the good you do might not be forced but 

voluntary. Perhaps this is why he was away from you for a while, that you might have 

him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a brother, beloved 

especially to me, but even more so to you, as a man and in the Lord. So if you regard 

me as a partner, welcome him as you would me. 
Philemon was a convert of Paul and he was obviously wealthy enough to have slaves. Onesimus was a slave 

of Philemon who had escaped, found Paul in Rome, and had become very helpful to him. But Paul found out 

Onesimus was a ʻslaveʼ. He sent him back - with this letter - to his master Philemon. He does not try to change 

the slavery system, but seeks to change the heart of Philemon to treat Onesimus as a ʻbrotherʼ and to give him 

the status of being ʻfreeʼ. It was a dangerous move. Onesimus could have been killed, or at least be branded 

with ʻfʼ (fugitiveʼ) on his forehead.  

 Why would Paul take such a risk for freedom?  



GOSPEL ~ Luke 14:25-33 ~ 

Great crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and addressed them, "If anyone 

comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 

sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry his 

own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. Which of you wishing to construct 

a tower does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if there is enough for its 

completion? Otherwise, after laying the foundation and finding himself unable to finish 

the work the onlookers should laugh at him and say, 'This one began to build but did 

not have the resources to finish.' Or what king marching into battle would not first sit 

down and decide whether with ten thousand troops he can successfully oppose another 

king advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops? But if not, while he is still far 

away, he will send a delegation to ask for peace terms. In the same way, anyone of you 

who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple." 
Today Luke shares the most radical challenge of following Jesus. Great crowds are following Jesus and he 

turns to them because they may not truly understand what following him will involve. The disturbing ʻcostʼ of 

discipleship is that they must ʻhateʼ their family! This is a Jewish teaching method to prove a point. Jesus 

challenges every disciple he must come first. Above all family relationships. For Jewish people this is upsetting. 

Jesus is to be preferred before Mum and Dad... Jesus is to be the top social priority of their lives.  

 What does this discipleship challenge mean for you personally? 

Jesus often provides instruction, then offers an image into what living his teaching will look like. Building a 

house or marching into battle are two of the biggest challenges one might undertake in life. Instead of finances 

and military supplies, discipleship preparation is the task of being free of attachments to family and 

possessions.  

 What would this large discipleship preparation task look like for you? Do you want to ʻfollow? What are 

your biggest obstacles? 

Freedom in relationships and possessions is a sign of a closer journey with Jesus. Imagine taking a modern 

person away from family and friends, cell phone and internet.  

 Why is it difficult and why might it be ʻnecessaryʼ? Is there a relationship you are in which requires more 

freedom, possessions you may need to give away or your lifestyle simplified so that you may not be so 

ʻentangledʼ in following Christ? 

 

 

MEDITATION 
Why does the Lord Jesus say we must 'hate' our families and even ourselves (Luke 

14:26)? In Biblical times the expression 'to hate' often meant to 'prefer less'. Jesus used 

strong language to make clear that nothing should take precedence or first place over 

God. God our heavenly Father created us in his image and likeness to be his beloved 

sons and daughters. He has put us first in his love and concern for our well-being and 

happiness. Our love for him is a response to his exceeding love and kindness towards 

us. True love is costly because it holds nothing back from the beloved - it is ready to 

give all and sacrifice all for the beloved. God the Father gave us his only begotten Son, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who freely offered up his life for us on the cross as the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. His sacrificial death brought us pardon and healing, new life in 

the Spirit and peace with God. 



Jesus willingly embraced the cross, not only out of obedience to his Father's will, but 

out of a merciful love for each one of us in order to set us free from slavery to sin, Satan, 

and everything that would keep us from his love, truth, and goodness. Jesus knew that 

the cross was the Father's way for him to achieve victory over sin and death - and glory 

for our sake as well. He counted the cost and said 'yes' to his Father's will. If we want 

to share in his glory and victory, then we, too, must 'count the cost' and say 'yes" to his 

call to "take up our cross and follow him" as our Lord and Savior. 

The way of the cross involves sacrifice, the sacrifice of laying down my life each and 

every day for Jesus' sake. What makes such sacrifice possible and "sweet" for us is the 

love of God poured out for us in the blood of Christ who cleanses us and makes us a 

new creation in him. Paul the Apostle tells us that "God's love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us" (Romans 5:5). We can never 

outmatch God in his merciful love and kindness towards us. He always gives us more 

than we can expect or imagine.  

The love of God compels us to choose who or what will be first in our lives. To place 

any relationship or any possession above God is a form of idolatry - worshiping the 

creature in place of the Creator and Ruler over all he has made. Jesus challenges his 

disciples to examine who and what they love first and foremost. We can be ruled and 

mastered by many different things - money, drugs, success, power or fame. Only one 

Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, can truly set us free from the power of sin, greed, and 

destruction. The choice is ours - who will we serve and follow - the path and destiny 

the Lord Jesus offers us or the path we choose in opposition to God's will and purpose 

for our lives. It boils down to choosing between life and death, truth and falsehood, 

goodness and evil. If we choose for the Lord Jesus and put our trust in him, he will 

show us the path that leads to true joy and happiness with our Father in heaven. 
 Who do you love first - above all else? 

 What is the 'way of the cross' for you and me? 

 Do you allow the Holy Spirit to fill your heart and transform your life with the overflowing love and mercy 

of God? 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, you are my Treasure, my Life, and my All. There is nothing in this 

life that can outweigh the joy of knowing, loving, and serving you all the days of my 

life. Take my life and all that I have and make it yours for your glory now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

 
[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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