
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

October 1-2, 2022: Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  Habakkuk 1:2–3; 2:2–4; Psalm 95:1–2, 6–9; 2 Timothy 1:6–8, 13–14; Luke 17:5–10 
 

Reflection: Because of his faith, the just man shall live. We hear in today’s First Reading the original prophetic line made so 

central by St. Paul (see Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38). We are to live by faith in Christ who loved us and gave 

Himself on the Cross for us (see Galatians 2:20). The world, though, can seem to us as seventh-century Judah seemed to 
Habakkuk—in the control of God’s enemies. The strife and discord we face in our own lives can sometimes cause us to wonder, 
as the prophet does, why God doesn’t seem to hear or intervene when we cry for help. We can’t let our hearts be hardened 
by the trials we undergo. As today’s Psalm reminds us: Israel forgot His mighty works, lost faith in the sound words of His 
promise. They tested God in the desert, demanding a sign. But God didn’t redeem Israel from Egypt only to let them die in the 
desert. And He didn’t ransom us from futility only to abandon us in our trials. He is our God and we are the people He shepherds 
always—though at times His mercy and justice seem long delayed. If we call on the Lord, as the Apostles do in today’s Gospel, 
He will increase our faith, will stir to a flame the Holy Spirit who has dwelt within us since Baptism. As Paul tells us in today’s 
Epistle, the Lord will always give us the love and self-control we need to bear our share of hardship for the Gospel—with a 
strength that can come from God alone. Our task is to continue doing what He has commanded—to love and to build up His 
kingdom—trusting that His vision still presses on to its fulfillment. For His vision still has its time. One day, though we are but 
“unprofitable servants,” we will be invited to eat and drink at our Master’s table. It is that day we anticipate with each 
celebration of the Eucharist. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time. We open this week by praying 

the Act of Faith: 
 

All: O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine persons, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. I believe that your divine Son became man and died for our sins, 

and that he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe these and all the truths 

which the holy Catholic Church teaches, because in revealing them you can neither 

deceive nor be deceived. Amen. 
 

Leader: The readings for this week center around the theme of faith. What would you expect to see in a person who 

has great faith?  In today’s Gospel reading, the apostles ask Jesus to increase their faith. What should we do when 

we feel we don’t have enough faith? Reflect on these questions as we watch this week’s video: 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 27th Sunday 

in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

  

Prayer: Habakkuk asks God, “How long, O 

LORD? I cry for help but you do not listen! I cry 

out to you, Violence!’ but you do not intervene. 

Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at 

misery? Destruction and violence are before 

me; there is strife, and clamorous discord.” 

Think about a time in your life when you felt you 

were crying out to God without receiving any 

answer or help. How did you feel? How did you 

react? Did you ever receive an answer, or are 

you still waiting? How did you feel when you 

finally did receive an answer? 

Resolution: The Lord tells Habakkuk that the 

vision will not disappoint and will surely come 

in the right time. In what situation or area of 

your life is God calling you to radical faith this 

week. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Hab%201.2%E2%80%933
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Habakkuk%202.2%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2095.1%E2%80%932
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2095.6%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Tim%201.6%E2%80%938
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Timothy%201.13%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2017.5%E2%80%9310
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%201.17
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gal%203.11
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Heb%2010.38
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gal%202.20
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/27th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-october-6-2019
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/27th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-october-6-2019


FIRST READING ~ Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 ~ 

How long, O LORD? I cry for help but you do not listen! I cry out to you, "Violence!" 

but you do not intervene. Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery? 

Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and clamorous discord. Then the 

LORD answered me and said: Write down the vision clearly upon the tablets, so that 

one can read it readily. For the vision still has its time, presses on to fulfillment, and 

will not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it will not be late. The 

rash one has no integrity; but the just one, because of his faith, shall live. 
Today is the only time this year we hear from the prophet 

Habakkuk. Disheartened by the violence and the harm done to the 

innocent he receives a vision and instruction from God. Literally, 

he is told to ʻwrite a sign so that those who run by may be able to 

read itʼ. The first Billboard! God will save the just. He is asked to 

trust that the Babylonian army entering Israel will ultimately serve 

Godʼs purpose of a renewal of faith in Israel.  

 What disheartens you? What words of comfort have you heard 

from God or friends? What ʻbillboardʼ sign would you create 

to help and comfort people to trust in God? 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 ~ 

Beloved: I remind you, to stir into flame the gift of 

God that you have through the imposition of my 

hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity 

but rather of power and love and self-control. So 

you are never to be ashamed of witnessing to the 

Lord, nor ashamed of me, a prisoner for his sake; 

but bear your share of hardship for the gospel 

relying on the strength of God. Take as your norm 

the sound words that you heard from me, in the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus. You have been 

trusted to look after something precious; guard it 

with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.  
Timothy is a young man Paul appointed to lead his community in 

Ephesus. He is discouraged and thinking about giving up that mission. Paul encourages him to ʻstir into a 

flameʼ the gifts that God has given him. When we 'stir' a fire we poke it to break it open and expose more 

oxygen and fuel so the flame burns hotter.  

 What will help you fan the flame of your faith? What fuel and oxygen do you need? 

Timothy is not to be timid or ashamed of his youth and is to see his strength in God not his own abilities.  

 Is your faith precious to guard and fan for the service of others? What gifts do you recognize and celebrate 

in yourself? Talk to God about how fear, shame, timidity or tired faith limits you?  



GOSPEL ~ Luke 17:5-10 ~ 

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." The Lord replied, "If you have faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted 

in the sea,’ and it would obey you. "Who among you would say to your servant who 

has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, 'Come here immediately 

and take your place at table'? Would he not rather say to him, 'Prepare something for 

me to eat. Put on your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. You may eat and 

drink when I am finished'? Is he grateful to that servant because he did what was 

commanded? So should it be with you. When you have done all you have been 

commanded, say, 'We are simply servants; we have just done what we are obliged to 

do.'" 
When a text is confusing it can be helpful to place the ̒ text in contextʼ. Luke 17 has a number of small teachings 

given by Jesus to his disciples on their way to Jerusalem. Jesus guides them on their leadership responsibilities 

in their future communities. They are not to cause the downfall of a ̒ single little oneʼ (17,2). They are to forgive 

people in their community seven times a day (17,4)! This challenge makes the disciples ask ʻincrease our faithʼ 

(17,5). The word ʻfaithʼ can also be understood as ʻloyaltyʼ in following the instructions of a teacher.  

 Is there a ʻlittle oneʼ you may be bringing down by a poor example? Is there anyone you find difficult to 

forgive seven times? 

A servant was normally working in the fields or in domestic house work. Strikingly this servant is doing ̒ double 

dutiesʼ and is expected to do so without complaining. Society today expects individuals to be accoladed for 

their service. Yet Jesus calls disciples to servant leadership; the ʻdouble dutyʼ of gentle, faithful servant 

leadership and extravagant forgiveness is a minimum for discipleship in Christ.  

 What are your struggles with servant leadership? 

The idea of obedience is very unpopular today. The image of Master and Servant can stir up feelings and 

resentments. Expectations are often the source of those feelings. "I should (should not) have been treated..." 

What are your expectations about ʻservingʼ God? How comfortable are with the identity of being an obedient 

servant? A joyful servant sees the gift in work and delights in serving. They know their housing, responsibilities, 

food and needs will be provided for.  

 Can you trust God to provide? Am I able to say truthfully ʻI am simply a servantʼ? What are your frequent 

feelings about your expectations and identity? 

 
 

MEDITATION 

How strong is your faith in God and how can you grow in it? Faith is not something 

vague, uncertain, undefineable, or something which requires a leap of the imagination 

or worse, some kind of blind allegiance. In fact, it is quite the opposite. Faith is a 

response of trust and belief in what is reliable, truthful, certain, and real. To have faith 

is to believe and trust in someone or something. We believe in the power of electricity 

even though we can't visibly see it with the naked eye. We know we can tap into that 

power and use it to do things we could not do by our own human power. Faith in God 

works in a similar way. 

When God reveals himself to us he gives us the "assurance" and "conviction" that his 

power and presence and glory is just as real, and even more real, than our experience 

of the natural physical world around us (Letter to the Hebrews 11:1-3). Things around 

us change, but God never changes. He is constant, ever true to his word, and always 

faithful to his promises (Psalm 145:13, Hebrews 10:23). That is why we can have the 



greatest assurance of his unconditional love for us and why we can hope with utter 

conviction that he will give us everything he has promised. Jesus is God's visible proof 

that his word is reliable and true - his love is unfailing and unconditional - and his power 

is immeasurably great and unlimited. 

What did Jesus mean when he said to his disciples that our faith can move 

trees and mountains as well (see Matthew17:20; Mark 11:23)? The term "mountain 

remover" was used for someone who could solve great problems and difficulties. Don't 

we often encounter challenges and difficulties which seem beyond our power to handle? 

What appears impossible to human power is possible to those who believe in God's 

power. Faith is a gift freely given by God to help us know God personally, to understand 

his truth, and to live in the power of his love. God expects more from us than we can 

simply do by ourselves. That is why Jesus gives us the gift and power of the Holy Spirit 

who helps us to grow strong in faith, persevere in hope, and endure in love. 

Faith in God is the key for removing obstacles and difficulties which keep us from doing 

his will. We belong to God and our lives are no longer our own. Our joy and privilege 

is to follow the Lord Jesus and to serve in the power of his love and goodness. The Lord 

Jesus is ever ready to work in and through us by his Spirit for his glory. For our faith to 

be effective it must be linked with trust and with obedience - an active submission to 

God and a willingness to do whatever he commands.  

Scripture tells us that God himself is love (1 John 4:16) - he is the author of life and the 

source of all true relationships of love and friendship. He created us in love for love, 

and he fills our hearts with the boundless love that gives all that is good for the sake of 

the beloved (Romans 5:5). If we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us (1 John 4:12). 
 How strong is your faith in God and how can you grow in it? 

 Do you trust in the grace and strength which God freely gives to help us resist temptation and to overcome 

obstacles in doing his will? 

 Are you ready to give the Lord your best, regardless of what it might cost you? 

 How can we love God and others selflessly and unconditionally? 

 Does the love of God compel you to give your best to him with generous love and gratitude for all that 

he has done for you? 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, fill me with your consuming love and set my heart free to love 

generously and to serve selflessly. Fill me with gratitude for all you have done for me, 

and increase my faith and loyalty to you who are My All, My Strength, and My Life. 

Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 
[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 

http://www.maristlaitynz.org/
http://www.livingtheword.org.nz/
https://dailyscripture.net/
mailto:dailyscripture@servantsoftheword.org

