
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

September 10-11, 2022: Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  Exodus 32:7–11, 13–14; Psalm 51:3–4, 12–13, 17, 19; 1 Timothy 1:12–17; Luke 15:1–10 
 

Reflection: The episode in today’s First Reading has been called “Israel’s original sin.” Freed from bondage, born 

as a people of God in the covenant at Sinai, Israel turned aside from His ways and fell to worshipping a golden calf. 

Moses implores God’s mercy, just as Jesus will later intercede for the whole human race. Just as He still pleads for 

sinners at God’s right hand and through the ministry of the Church.  Israel’s sin is the sin of the world. It is your sin 

and mine. Ransomed from death and made His children in Baptism, we fall prey to the idols of this world. We remain 

a “stiff-necked people,” resisting His will for us like an ox refuses the plowman’s yoke (see Jeremiah 7:26).  Like 

Israel, in our sin we push God away and reject our divine sonship. Once He called us “my people” (see Exodus 

3:10; 6:7). But our sin makes us “no people,” people He should, in justice, disown (see Deuteronomy 32:21; 1 Peter 

2:10).  Yet in His mercy, He is faithful to the covenant He swore by His own self in Jesus. In Jesus, God comes to 

Israel and to each of us—as a shepherd to seek the lost (see Ezekiel 34:11–16), to carry us back to the heavenly 

feast, the perpetual heritage promised long ago to Abraham’s children.  “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners,” Paul cries in today’s Epistle. These are the happiest words the world has ever known. Because of Jesus, 

as Paul himself can testify, even the blasphemer and persecutor can seek His mercy.  As the sinners do in today’s 

Gospel, we draw near to listen to Him. In this Eucharist, we bring Him the acceptable sacrifice we sing of in today’s 

Psalm—our hearts, humbled and contrite.  In the company of His angels and saints, we rejoice that He has wiped 

out our offense. We celebrate with Him that we have turned from the evil way that we might live (see Ezekiel 18:23). 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We open this week with a 

prayer from St. Gregory of Nyssa’s commentary on the Song of Songs: 
 

All: “Where are you pasturing your flock, O good Shepherd, who carry the whole flock 

on your shoulders? Show me the place of peace, lead me to the good grass that will 

nourish me, call me by name so that I, your sheep, hear your voice, and by your speech 

give me eternal life. Answer me, you whom my soul loves. Show me then where you 

pasture your flock, so that I can find that saving pasture too, and fill myself with the 

food of heaven without which no-one can come to eternal life, and run to the spring and 

fill myself with the drink of God. You give it, as from a spring, to those who thirst—

water pouring from your side cut open by the lance, water that, to whoever drinks it, is 

a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Leader: Today’s Gospel reading focuses on the cost of following Jesus. Reflect on the things you think the world 

commonly assumes a person must give up to follow Jesus as we watch this video on true humility and reflection on 

the readings for Sunday. 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

  Prayer: Imagine being a part of the story Jesus uses in today’s Gospel reading. Invite the Holy Spirit to guide your prayerful 

reflection on these two scenes: Imagine that you are going with the good shepherd as he leaves the ninety-nine and goes 

after the one lost sheep. Reflect on his devotion to just that one sheep that went astray. Similarly, imagine that you are with 

the woman as she sweeps and sweeps her house in an intense search for the one lost coin. Consider her immense desire to 

find that one small penny. Now imagine that each of those lost items is a metaphor for someone in your life whom God loves 

and is searching for. Who do you know that is lost and is in need of being found? What do these parables tell you about 

God’s love for that person? 
Resolution: As you reflect on one person in your life who is in need of experiencing the love of God, prayerfully ask the 

Holy Spirit to show you some practical ways can you be a source of God’s love to that person, or to those people, this week. 
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FIRST READING ~ Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 ~ 

The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once to your people, whom you brought out of 

the land of Egypt, for they have become depraved. They have soon turned aside from 

the way I pointed out to them, making for themselves a molten calf and worshiping it, 

sacrificing to it and crying out, 'This is your God, O Israel, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt!' "I see how stiff-necked this people is, " continued the LORD to Moses. 

Let me alone, then, that my wrath may blaze up against them to consume them. Then I 

will make of you a great nation."But Moses implored the LORD, his God, saying, 

"Why, O LORD, should your wrath blaze up against your own people, whom you 

brought out of the land of Egypt with such great power and with so strong a hand? 

Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and how you swore to them by 

your own self, saying, 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the 

sky; and all this land that I promised, I will give your descendants as their perpetual 

heritage.'" So the LORD relented in the punishment he had threatened to inflict on his 

people. 
God's inexhaustible patience and mercy are the key to today’s readings. In Exodus God revealed his ʻnameʼ 

and ʻfaceʼ to Moses and gave the 10 Commandments. But the people lose patience and give up waiting for 

Moses to return to them. In their eyes God and Moses has disappointed and abandoned them. They resolve 

their own solution to their issues making an ʻidolʼ of a golden calf - an ancient symbol of fertility, life and 

fruitfulness. Moses pleads for his stiff-necked people and God responds with mercy.  

 Have you had an experience of ʻwaitingʼ for an answer or being disappointed by God? Have you ever lost 

patience with God, or felt abandoned and decided to take things into your own hands? What were the 

results for you and for those around you?  

 Is there anything today you are ʻwaitingʼ for God to show you? Are you listening to his ʻwordʼ? Can you 

share your disappointment with God? Or perhaps there is a Moses figure God has placed in your life to 

help and guide you? Are you seeking their wise counsel and prayer for your needs? Who do you know that 

may be far from God, off on their own track or even blaspheming God? How often do you respond like 

Moses and plead for them in prayer? 

 

SECOND READING ~ 1 Timothy 1:12-17 ~ 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, and who judged me faithful 

enough to call me into his service even though I used to be a blasphemer and did all I 

could to injure and discredit the faith. Mercy, however, was shown me, because until I 

became a believer I had been acting in ignorance; and the grace of the Lord filled me 

with faith and with love that is in Christ Jesus. Here is a saying that you can rely on and 

nobody should doubt; that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. I myself 

am the greatest of them; and if mercy has been shown to me, it is because Jesus Christ 

meant to make me the greatest evidence of his inexhaustible patience for all the other 

people who would later have to trust in him to come to eternal life. To the eternal King, 

the undying, invisible and only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen 
In the 2nd reading Paul writes as a mentor to his 'child in faith', Timothy. He shares his wisdom born of 

personal experience about God's 'inexhaustible patience' and mercy.  

 Who has shared their experience of the mercy of God with you? How have you experienced God's 

compassion and patience? With whom, and how are you called to share that message?  



GOSPEL ~ Luke 15:1-32 ~ 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and 

scribes began to complain, saying, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

So to them he addressed this parable. "What man among you having a hundred sheep 

and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the 

lost one until he finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great 

joy and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to 

them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.' I tell you, in just the same 

way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous people who have no need of repentance. "Or what woman having ten coins 

and losing one would not light a lamp and sweep the house, searching carefully until 

she finds it? And when she does find it, she calls together her friends and neighbors and 

says to them, 'Rejoice with me because I have found the coin that I lost.' In just the same 

way, I tell you, there will be rejoicing among the angels of God over one sinner who 

repents." Then he said, "A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, 

'Father give me the share of your estate that should come to me.' So the father divided 

the property between them. After a few days, the younger son collected all his 

belongings and set off to a distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life 

of dissipation. When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that country, 

and he found himself in dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens 

who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on 

which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. Coming to his senses he thought, 'How 

many of my father's hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here am I, 

dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, "Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; 

treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers."' So he got up and went back to 

his father. While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was 

filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His son said 

to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be 

called your son.' But his father ordered his servants, 'Quickly bring the finest robe and 

put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and 

slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, and 

has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.' Then the celebration began. 

Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the 

house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked 

what this might mean. The servant said to him, 'Your brother has returned and your 

father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' He 

became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, his father came out and pleaded 

with him. He said to his father in reply, 'Look, all these years I served you and not once 

did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my 

friends. But when your son returns, who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, 



for him you slaughter the fattened calf.' He said to him, 'My son, you are here with me 

always; everything I have is yours. But it is only right we should celebrate and rejoice, 

because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.'" 
In these Parables of Mercy - Jesus shatters our misconceptions about the image of God. In striving for 

efficiency and profit, who would go after 1 lost sheep? It would be 'written off' as a predictable percentage 

loss. Who would 'waste' productivity to hunt for 1 coin? Who would welcome without question a son or 

daughter who wished their parents dead and disgraced the family in public?! Jesus reveals the true image of 

who God is - inexhaustibly patient, filled with compassion and longing to find whoever is lost, embracing with 

tender mercy all who have sinned.  

 What is your ʻimageʼ of God? How did that image form? What attracts you in how Jesus presents His 

Father in Luke 15? 

In teaching on this Gospel Pope Francis said, “the Jews treated the Samaritans with contempt, considering 

them strangers to the chosen people" In choosing a Samaritan in the parable Jesus shocks us into recognizing 

our own call to overcome prejudice and that “even a foreigner; one who does not know the true God and does 

not attend his temple, is able to behave according to God's will, feeling compassion for a 'brother' in need and 

helping with all the means at his disposal”. “The Pope said. “If you come across a homeless person, and pass 

by without looking, do not ask yourself whether that person has had too much to drink, but whether your own 

heart has stiffened and turned to ice”  

 How does that challenge you? 

Notice each character, the younger son, the older brother, the Father. Which do you identify with and why? 

Asking for the inheritance was like the youngest son wishing Dad ‘dead’. He makes his father appear a fool. 

Yet the father’s unwavering love watches longingly for the son's return, then he runs in public which was the 

equivalent of ‘baring one’s bottom’. The crowd’s attention moves from condemnation of the son toward the 

foolish father. His humiliation before the whole community, including the outrage of his older son are for the 

sake of compassion and mercy.  

 How could the community and older son become part of that relationship of mercy?  

Jesus wants us to know that the compassion the father has in this parable is the same love God wants to show 

each of us.  

 How do you respond? In the sacrament of reconciliation God longingly waits to pour mercy & 

transformation into your life? What holds you back? 

 Which character/s in these parables do you relate to? Why? 

 Do you know the joy of your heavenly Father who welcomes you home to His kingdom of everlasting 

righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit? 

 
 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, may your light dispel the darkness of sin, deception, and ignorance, 

so that all who are lost or confused may find their way to the Father's home and be 

united with him in a bond of peace and friendship. Transform my heart with your 

merciful love that I may point many others to the good news of pardon, peace, and new 

life which you offer to all who trust in you, the Good Shepherd and Savior of the world. 

Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

 
[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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