
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

October 22-23, 2022: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  Sirach 35:12–14, 16–18; Psalm 34:2–3, 17–19, 23; 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18; Luke 18:9–14 
 

Reflection: Jesus draws a blunt picture in today’s Gospel. The Pharisee’s prayer is almost a parody of the 

thanksgiving psalms (see for example Psalms 30, 118). Instead of praising God for His mighty works, the Pharisee 

congratulates himself for his own deeds, which he presents to God in some detail. The tax collector stands at a 

distance, too ashamed even to raise his eyes to God (see Ezra 9:6). He prays with a humble and contrite heart 

(see Psalm 51:19). He knows that before God no one is righteous, no one has cause to boast (see Roman 3:10; 4:2). 

We see in the Liturgy today one of Scripture’s abiding themes: that God “knows no favorites,” as today’s First 

Reading tells us (see 2 Chronicles 19:7; Acts 10:34–35; Romans 2:11). God cannot be bribed (see Deuteronomy 

10:17). We cannot curry favor with Him or impress Him—even with our good deeds or our faithful observance of 

religious duties such as tithing and fasting. If we try to exalt ourselves before the Lord, as the Pharisee does, we will 

be brought low (see Luke 1:52). This should be a warning to us—not to take pride in our piety, not to slip into the 

self-righteousness of thinking that we’re better than others, that we’re “not like the rest of sinful humanity.” If we 

clothe ourselves with humility (see 1 Peter 5:5–6), if we recognize that all of us are sinners in need of His mercy, we 

will be exalted (see Proverbs 29:33). The prayer of the lowly, the humble, pierces the clouds. Paul testifies to this in 

today’s Epistle as He thanks the Lord for giving him strength during his imprisonment. Paul tells us what the 

Psalmist sings today—that the Lord redeems the lives of His humble servants. We too must serve Him willingly. And 

He will hear us in our distress, deliver us from evil, and bring us safely to His heavenly kingdom. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us open by praying the Act of 

Love: 
 

All: O My God, I love Thee above all things, with my whole heart and soul, because 

Thou art all-good and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love 

of Thee. I forgive all who have injured me, and ask pardon of all whom I have injured. 

Jesus, I live for Thee.  Jesus, I die for Thee. Jesus, I am Thine in life and in death. Amen. 

 
Leader: Today we are going to explore what the 

Bible says about how we are to approach God if 

we want God to hear our prayers and answer us 

and how God does not always see things the way 

we do.  The readings this weekend encourage us 

to approach God in our poverty, as a “poor” 

person. But it is often our deep fears and 

insecurities that prevent us from admitting our 

weaknesses and our “poverties,” and instead we 

try to hide them. What do you want to hide? What 

are you afraid of letting others see? Do you have 

a deep fear or insecurity inside you that 

sometimes drives the way you relate to others, 

especially those closest to you? How does that 

fear affect your relationship with God? Reflect on 

this as we watch this week’s video: 
 

FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 30th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

 

Prayer: Place yourself in the Temple scene of today’s Gospel 

reading. You see the Pharisee standing at the front and hear 

him tell God about his accomplishments. Then you notice the 

tax collector and hear him simply admit his weaknesses to 

God. Which one do you sympathize with? Which one do you 

feel the most in common with? Now invite the Holy Spirit to 

join you. Ask the Spirit to show you an area in your life that 

you are afraid to let him see. It’s ironic—he sees it already, 

but we can spend all kinds of energy trying to hide it, even 

acting as if it isn’t even there. Our anger, our struggle trusting 

God, our resentment about a past injury or wound, our 

struggle with selfishness, insecurity, or lust. Pray that God 

would help you see an area like this in your life, in your heart. 

And ask for the grace to let him into it. Now, imagine that it is 

your turn to pray with the Pharisee and tax collector. Where 

do you stand? What do you say? How do you feel? 

Resolution: As the Holy Spirit helps you become aware of an 

area of your life that you are not fully letting him into, ask him 

in prayer what you can do practically this week to more fully 

invite God’s grace into that area of your life. 
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FIRST READING ~ Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 ~ 

The LORD is a God of justice, who knows no favorites. Though not unduly partial 

toward the weak, yet he hears the cry of the oppressed. The Lord is not deaf to the wail 

of the orphan, nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint. The one who serves 

God willingly is heard; his petition reaches the heavens. The prayer of the lowly pierces 

the clouds; it does not rest till it reaches its goal, nor will it withdraw till the Most High 

responds, judges justly and affirms the right, and the Lord will not delay. 
The writer of Ecclesiasticus is a writer by 

the name Ben Sirach. He was the 

headmaster of an Academy in Jerusalem 

that mentored Jewish students in the art 

of living well. His writings are a 

collection of the best of Jewish thought 

and philosophy. It contrasts with Greek 

culture and thought which accepted a 

huge gap between the rich and poor, 

those who were free and those who were 

slaves.  

 Why do you think ‘the prayer of the 

lowly pierces the clouds’? 

 What does ‘The Lord is a God of 

justice, who knows no favorites’ 

mean to you? 

 

SECOND READING  
~ 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 ~ 

Beloved: I am already being 

poured out like a libation, and the 

time of my departure is at hand. I 

have competed well; I have 

finished the race; I have kept the 

faith. From now on the crown of 

righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day, 

and not only to me, but to all who have longed for his appearance. At my first defense 

no one appeared on my behalf, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against 

them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the 

proclamation might be completed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was 

rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat and will 

bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Paul is writing from Prison in Rome. In his pre-trial hearing Paul shares that there was no-one who came to 

support him in court. Imagine his loneliness and sense of betrayal! And yet he does not choose to blame or get 

angry. Scholars suggest Christians in Rome were afraid of persecution if they came to support Paul.  

 Have you had an experience of hurt from those you thought would support and protect you? Can you say 

like Paul ʻmay it not be held against them!ʼ Paulʼs attention continued to focus on imitating the life of 

Jesus, ʻbeing poured out like a libation (offering)ʼ. In your struggles, is your attention on your ʻenemyʼ or 

ʻJesusʼ? Do you think Paul is being self-righteous or humbly trusting in God?  



GOSPEL ~ Luke 18:9-14 ~ 

Jesus addressed this parable to those who were convinced of their own righteousness 

and despised everyone else. "Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one was 

a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. The Pharisee took up his position and spoke 

this prayer to himself, 'O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity -- 

greedy, dishonest, adulterous -- or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, and 

I pay tithes on my whole income.’ But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would 

not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and prayed, 'O God, be merciful to 

me a sinner.' I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; for whoever exalts 

himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted." 
Jesus teaches about prayer and righteousness in the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector.  A Pharisee 

was a strict observer of the law. Going beyond what was required they fasted 2 days per week (Jews were only 

required to fast on 1 day a year) and tithed on everything they received (even the goods that had already been 

‘tithed’). They were extremely observant. They enjoyed their ʻholyʼ and ʻrighteousʼ reputation. Deuteronomy 

26 taught Jews to bring a tenth of their produce to the temple, thanking God and asking for God’s blessing, 

and giving to the Levites (priests), foreigners, orphans and widows. Tax Collectors (often Jewish) worked with 

the Roman authorities to collect road charges, goods and sales tax. They made significant profits above their 

contracted price. They were despised by Jews for being in partnership with the occupying forces. For a tax 

collector to make amends, they had to pay-back overcharged taxes plus an additional 1/5th. They could never 

know everyone they'd cheated so could never repair their ‘wrongʼ They often felt their religious situation was 

hopeless. They could never be forgiven! 

 What do the words of the Pharisee’s prayer reveal about his attitude toward God and sinners? What does 

it mean to be self-righteous? 

 What has the Pharisee failed to understand about the Law and about God? Is the Pharisee ‘righteous’?  

 Humility is recognizing the truth about yourself, God and others. What are some ways we are tempted to 

self-righteousness in our culture? 

 What are some of the feelings experienced by the tax collector? What is it about the tax collector that you 

can relate to? How would the Sacrament of Reconciliation help? 

 The Pharisee only encountered himself in prayer. He was extremely self-satisfied. Is this prayer? The Tax 

collector humbly needs God's mercy. Why does God listen to the Tax Collector? 

 

 

MEDITATION 

How can we know if our prayer is pleasing to God or not? The prophet Hosea, who 

spoke in God's name, said: "I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice" (Hosea 6:6). The 

prayers and sacrifices we make to God mean nothing to him if they do not spring from 

a heart of love for God and for one's neighbor. How can we expect God to hear our 

prayers if we do not approach him with humility and with a contrite heart that seeks 

mercy and forgiveness? We stand in constant need of God's grace and help. That is why 

Scripture tells us that "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble" (James 

4:6; Proverbs 3:34). 

Jesus reinforced this warning with a vivid story of two people at prayer. Why did the 

Lord accept one person's prayer and reject the other's prayer? Luke gives us a hint: 

despising one's neighbor closes the door to God's heart. Expressing disdain and 

contempt for others is more than being mean-minded. It springs from the assumption 



that one is qualified to sit in the seat of judgment and to publicly shame those who do 

not conform to our standards and religious practices. Jesus' story caused offense to the 

religious-minded Pharisees who regarded "tax collectors" as unworthy of God's grace 

and favor. How could Jesus put down a "religious person" and raise up a "public 

sinner"? 

Jesus' parable speaks about the nature of prayer and our relationship with God. It does 

this by contrasting two very different attitudes towards prayer. The Pharisee, who 

represented those who take pride in their religious practices, exalted himself at the 

expense of others. Absorbed with his own sense of self-satisfaction and self-

congratulation, his boastful prayer was centered on his good religious practices rather 

than on God's goodness, grace, and pardon. Rather than humbling himself before God 

and asking for God's mercy and help, this man praised himself while despising those he 

thought less worthy. The Pharisee tried to justify himself before God and before those 

he despised; but only God can justify us. The tax collector, who represented those 

despised by religious-minded people, humbled himself before God and begged for 

mercy. His prayer was heard by God because he had true sorrow for his sins. He sought 

God with humility rather than with pride. 

This parable presents both an opportunity and a warning. Pride leads to self-deception 

and spiritual blindness. True humility helps us to see ourselves as we really are in God's 

eyes and it inclines us to seek God's help and mercy. God dwells with the humble of 

heart who recognize their own sinfulness and who acknowledge God's mercy and 

saving grace. I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite 

and humble spirit (Isaiah 57:15). God cannot hear us if we boast in ourselves and 

despise others.  
 How can we know if our prayer is pleasing to God or not? How do you feel about your time in prayer? 

 What is the difference between being prideful or boastful and being thankful and sincere of heart? How 

can you grow in faith in humility? 

 Do you humbly seek God's mercy and do you show mercy to others, especially those you find difficult to 

love and to forgive? 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, may your love and truth transform my life - my inner thoughts, 

intentions, and attitudes, and my outward behavior, speech, and actions. Where I lack 

charity, kindness, and forbearance, help me to embrace your merciful love and to seek 

the good of my neighbor, even those who cause me ill-favor or offense. May I always 

love as you have loved and forgive others as you have forgiven. Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 
[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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