
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

October 29-30, 2022: Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  Wisdom 11:22–12:2; Psalm 145:1–2, 8–11, 13–14; 2 Thessalonians 1:11–2:2; Luke 19:1–10 
 

Reflection: Our Lord is a lover of souls; the Liturgy shows us today. As we sing in today’s Psalm, He is slow to 

anger and compassionate toward all that He has made. In His mercy, our First Reading tells us, He overlooks our 

sins and ignorance, giving us space that we might repent and not perish in our sinfulness (see Wisdom 12:10; 2 

Peter 3:9). In Jesus, He has become the Savior of His children, coming Himself to save the lost (see Isaiah 63:8–

9; Ezekiel 34:16). In the figure of Zacchaeus in today’s Gospel, we have a portrait of a lost soul. He is a tax collector, 

by profession a “sinner” excluded from Israel’s religious life. Not only that, he is a “chief tax collector.” Worse 

still, he is a rich man who has apparently gained his living by fraud. But Zacchaeus’ faith brings salvation to his 

house. He expresses his faith in his fervent desire to “see” Jesus, even humbling himself to climb a tree just to watch 

Him pass by. While those of loftier religious stature react to Jesus with grumbling, Zacchaeus receives Him with 

joy. Zacchaeus is not like the other rich men Jesus meets or tells stories about (see Luke 12:16–21; 16:19–31; 18:18–

25). He repents, vowing to pay restitution to those he has cheated and to give half of his money to the poor. By his 

humility he is exalted, made worthy to welcome the Lord into his house. By his faith, he is justified, made a 

descendant of Abraham (see Romans 4:16–17). As He did last week, Jesus is again using a tax collector to show us 

the faith and humility we need to obtain salvation. We are also called to seek Jesus daily with repentant hearts. And 

we should make Paul’s prayer in today’s Epistle our own: that God might make us worthy of His calling, that by our 

lives we might give glory to the name of Jesus. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us open in prayer: 
 

All: Lord Jesus, you called Zacchaeus by his name and enabled him to grow. I ask you 

to enter my life in a new way this day that I may grow in stature and wisdom and grace 

as the person you call me to be. Amen.  
 

Leader: All of the readings this week are about God’s mercy. Many 

of us may have an image of a God who is anxious to exact justice 

for wrongdoing, but God wants us to recognize our sins so that he 

can bestow upon us his mercy and restore our relationship with 

him. Think about a time when you have recognized a fault in your 

life and experienced God’s mercy. Reflect on this as we watch 

this week’s video: 
 

FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Year C) 

 

 

 

  

Prayer: Building on today’s Gospel reading, 

imagine Jesus has come to visit your town. But 

instead of going to the house of your parish 

priest or even the most generous, kind, faithful 

members of your community, he goes straight 

to the home of the person you dislike the most. 

How would that make you feel? Would you 

rejoice that Jesus was calling this perhaps lost 

soul into a relationship? Or would you be like 

the people in Zacchaeus’ time—grumbling 

and complaining, wondering why on earth 

Jesus would want anything to do with that 

person? Now imagine that as Jesus gets ready 

to enter that person’s house, he turns to you. 

What would you say to Jesus before he entered 

that house? 

Resolution: Think of the person in your life 

that you most struggle with for whatever 

reason. Ask Jesus to visit that person, to show 

his love to him or her in a new way. Ask him 

how you can be a better friend, neighbor, etc., 

to that person. Perhaps ask Jesus how you can 

show his love to him or her. 
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FIRST READING ~ Wisdom 11:22-12:2 ~ 

Before the LORD the whole universe is as a grain from a balance or a drop of morning 

dew come down upon the earth. But you have mercy on all, because you can do all 

things; and you overlook people's sins that they may repent. For you love all things that 

are and loathe nothing that you have made; for what you hated, you would not have 

fashioned. And how could a thing remain, unless you willed it; or be preserved, had it 

not been called forth by you? But you spare all things, because they are yours, O LORD 

and lover of souls, for your imperishable spirit is in all things! Therefore you rebuke 

offenders little by little, warn them and remind them of the sins they are committing, 

that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in you, O LORD! 
The writer of the book of Wisdom is sharing the 

special insights of Jewish thinking to a society 

heavily influenced by Greek thinking. Greek 

thought promoted dualism. The human body 

was evil and continually dragged the mind and 

spirit down to earth. The result was a thinking 

and feeling that there was a large gap between 

humanity and God. Too large to be bridged!  

 What are your thoughts on this? 

 Have you ever pondered how magnificent 

God is in creating and sustaining all of 

creation? Have you ever created something 

and felt a deep connection to it because it is 

your creation? If the same is true for God, 

what does this mean for God’s relationship 

to you personally? 

 

SECOND READING  
~ 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: We always pray 

for you, that our God may make you 

worthy of his calling and powerfully 

bring to fulfillment every good 

purpose and every effort of faith, that 

the name of our Lord Jesus may be 

glorified in you, and you in him, in 

accord with the grace of our God and 

Lord Jesus Christ. We ask you, 

brothers and sisters, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

assembling with him, not to be shaken out of your minds suddenly, or to be alarmed 

either by a "spirit," or by an oral statement, or by a letter allegedly from us to the effect 

that the day of the Lord is at hand. 
1 and 2 Thessalonians are the earliest letters we have in the New Testament. A fear had taken over the 

community that the final day of the lord was here. Some had left their jobs.  

 Have you had an unsettling faith experience which shook your mind and caused you alarm? How did you 

cope? Did you choose to walk through it or around it?  



GOSPEL ~ Luke 19:1-10 ~ 

At that time, Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town. Now a man 

there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was 

seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the crowd, for he 

was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, 

who was about to pass that way. When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said, 

"Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house." And he came 

down quickly and received him with joy. When they all saw this, they began to grumble, 

saying, "He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner." But Zacchaeus stood there and 

said to the Lord, "Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if 

I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over." And Jesus said 

to him, "Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a descendant 

of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost." 
The Gospel of Luke continues to share with us the relationship that Jesus and God has with tax collectors (who 

were considered the greatest sinners and outcasts because they taxed Jewish people and gave this money to 

the occupying Roman soldiers and government). Zacchaeus was the Chief Tax Collector of the large city of 

Jericho. He would have been extremely wealthy. And yet he does something extremely humbling - he climbs a 

tree. He publicly admits he is short in front of the large crowd. He exposes himself to ridicule in his effort of 

seeking Jesus. Life changing meetings with Jesus are often the result of extraordinary actions by gospel 

characters.  

 What made Zacchaeus climb the tree? Instead of climbing the tree, what action could you take to get closer 

to Jesus? What is the risk or fear that could stop you? Who could give you support or advice? 

For Jesus, seeking out and saving the lost was not an idea but a lived reality. To the greatest sinner in Jericho, 

he says: Zacchaeus.... today I must stay at your house.  

 What does this teach us about Jesus’ understanding of his mission? What does this teach us about the 

mission of the Church today? What conversion needs to go on within you to live out this mission of the 

Church? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEDITATION 

Daily Quote from the Early Church Fathers: 
To see Christ, by Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD) 

"Come and let us see what was the method of Zacchaeus's conversion. He desired to 

see Jesus and therefore climbed into a sycamore tree, and so a seed of salvation sprouted 

within him. Christ saw this with the eyes of deity. Looking up, he also saw Zacchaeus 

with the eyes of humanity, and since it was his purpose for all to be saved, he extends 

his gentleness to him. To encourage him, he says, 'Come down quickly.' Zacchaeus 

searched to see Christ, but the multitude prevented him, not so much that of the people 

but of his sins. He was short of stature, not merly in a bodily point of view but also 

spiritually. He could not see him unless he were raised up from the earth and climbed 

into the sycamore, by which Christ was about to pass. The story contains a puzzle. In 

no other way can a person see Christ and believe in him except by climbing up into the 

sycamore, by making foolish his earthly members of fornication, uncleanness, 

etc." (excerpt from COMMENTARY ON LUKE, HOMILY 127) 

 

Jesus often "dropped-in" at unexpected times and he often visited the "uninvited" - the 

poor, the lame, and even public sinners like Zacchaeus, the tax collector! Tax collectors 

were despised and treated as outcasts, no doubt because they over-charged people and 

accumulated great wealth at the expense of others. 

Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector and was much hated by all the people. Why would 

Jesus single him out for the honor of staying at his home? Zacchaeus needed God's 

merciful love and forgiveness. In his encounter with Jesus he found more than he 

imagined possible. He shows the depth of his repentance by deciding to give half of his 

goods to the poor and to use the other half for making restitution for fraud. Zacchaeus' 

testimony included more than words. His change of heart resulted in a change of life, a 

change that the whole community could experience as genuine. 
 What would you do if Jesus knocked on your door and said, "I must stay at your home today"? Would you 

be excited or embarrassed?  

 The Lord Jesus is always ready to make his home with each one of us. Do you make room for him in your 

heart and in every area of your life? 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, come and stay with me. Fill my life with your peace, my home with 

your presence, and my heart with your praise. Help me to show kindness, mercy, and 

goodness to all, even to those who cause me ill-will or harm. Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 
[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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