
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

October 8-9, 2022: Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  2 Kings 5:14–17; Psalm 98:1–4; 2 Timothy 2:8–13; Luke 17:11–19 
 

Reflection: A foreign leper is cleansed and in thanksgiving returns to offer homage to the God of Israel. We hear 

this same story in both the First Reading and Gospel today. There were many lepers in Israel in Elisha’s time, but 

only Naaman the Syrian trusted in God’s Word and was cleansed (see Luke 5:12–14). Today’s Gospel likewise 

implies that most of the ten lepers healed by Jesus were Israelites—but only a foreigner, the Samaritan, returned. In 

a dramatic way, we’re being shown today how faith has been made the way to salvation, the road by which all 

nations will join themselves to the Lord, becoming His servants, gathered with the Israelites into one chosen people 

of God, the Church (see Isaiah 56:3–8). Today’s Psalm also looks forward to the day when all peoples will see what 

Naaman sees—that there is no God in all the earth except the God of Israel. We see this day arriving in today’s 

Gospel. The Samaritan leper is the only person in the New Testament who personally thanks Jesus. The Greek word 

used to describe his “giving thanks” is the word we translate as “Eucharist.” And these lepers today reveal to us 

the inner dimensions of the Eucharist and sacramental life. We, too have been healed by our faith in Jesus. As 

Naaman’s flesh is made again like that of a little child, our souls have been cleansed of sin in the waters of Baptism. 

We experience this cleansing again and again in the Sacrament of Penance—as we repent our sins, beg and receive 

mercy from our Master, Jesus. We return to glorify God in each Mass, to offer ourselves in sacrifice—falling on our 

knees before our Lord, giving thanks for our salvation. In this Eucharist, we remember “Jesus Christ, raised from 

the dead, a descendant of David,” Israel’s covenant king. And we pray, as Paul does in today’s Epistle, to persevere 

in this faith—that we too may live and reign with Him in eternal glory. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We open this week by praying 

Psalm 100: 
 

All: Shout joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; serve the LORD with gladness; come 
before him with joyful song. Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to 
him, we are his people, the flock he shepherds. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his 
courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name; good indeed is the LORD, His 
mercy endures forever, his faithfulness lasts through every generation. Amen. 
 

Leader: One of the themes of this week’s 

Gospel is our response to answered 

prayer. This Sunday’s gospel reading 

introduces us to ten lepers who approach 

Christ for healing and the one who 

returns to thank him. What are some 

prayers that have been answered in your 

life? What are some examples of modern 

day lepers? Reflect on this as we watch 

this week’s video: 

 
Play the video on FORMED.org: Opening 

the Word – 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Year C) 

 

  

Prayer: Imagine that you are the one leper who returned to thank 

Jesus. As you were journeying toward the priest, you look down at 

your hands and realize that you have been healed. Your entire body 

has been restored to health! Even though you are anxious to be 

restored to the community, you cannot go on without returning to 

thank Jesus, the one who has done this great act for you. Take a few 

minutes to put yourself in that leper’s place. What would you have 

been thinking or feeling at the different stages of this story: when you 

first asked Jesus to heal you; when you later realized on your way to 

the priest that you were actually healed; as you were on the way to 

thank Jesus; and as you fell at his feet in gratitude. Pray today that 

God will give you this same type of joy, gratitude, and desire to thank 

Jesus for the great things he has done for you in your life. 
 

Resolution: Compose a prayer of thanksgiving to God. It doesn’t need 

to be long but it should be from the heart. Pray it often throughout the 

day. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Kings%205.14%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2098.1%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Tim%202.8%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2017.11%E2%80%9319
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%205.12%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Isa%2056.3%E2%80%938
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/28th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-october-13-2019
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/28th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-october-13-2019
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/28th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-october-13-2019


FIRST READING ~ 2 Kings 5:14-17 ~ 

Naaman went down and plunged into the Jordan seven times at the word of Elisha, the 

man of God. His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean of 

his leprosy. Naaman returned with his whole retinue to the man of God. On his arrival 

he stood before Elisha and said, "Now I know that there is no God in all the earth, 

except in Israel. Please accept a gift from your servant." Elisha replied, "As the LORD 

lives whom I serve, I will not take it;" and despite Naaman's urging, he still refused. 

Naaman said: "If you will not accept, please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads 

of earth, for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any other god except to the 

LORD." 
Our readings today have 2 characters who suffer from Leprosy. Lepers were excluded from living in the 

community. People didn’t want to catch the disease. It was also commonly believed that leprosy was a sign of 

being punished by God and that the leper was both morally and ritually unclean. The forced isolated shunned 

life living outside the community (Lev 13,46) caused incredible loneliness and constant rejection.  

 How do we shun, isolate and cause chronic loneliness and rejection for people today? What are some 

modern forms of social ʻleprosyʼ? 

Naaman was a general in the Syrian Army, both a foreigner and an enemy, and he had leprosy so was excluded 

and to be feared. Israel and Syria were not friendly. Possibly from a previous conquest Naaman had even 

taken a Jewish slave girl for his household. Everyone would have been against him! Consider the courage he 

had in going to a holy man in Israel;ʻElishaʼ.  

 How welcoming are we toward strangers, or those we fear? 

What obstacles has Naaman had to overcome for healing? He tries to offer wealth as payment but Elisha 

refuses. How freely do we share the Lord's goodness? He asks for soil from Israel to take home to build an 

Altar to the Lord. His full acceptance of God is symbolized in that action.  

 What is your symbol of thanksgiving and acceptance of God and what could you ʻbuildʼ to offer worship 

to God for healing and forgiveness? 

 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ 2 Timothy 2:8-13 ~ 

Beloved: Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David: such is 

my gospel, for which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But 

the word of God is not chained. Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those 

who are chosen, so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, together 

with eternal glory. This saying is trustworthy: If we have died with him we shall also 

live with him; if we persevere we shall also reign with him. But if we deny him he will 

deny us. If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself. 
Scholars suggest that St Paulʼs letter to Timothy was written while he was in prison. St Paul was ʻin chainsʼ, 

treated as a criminal for his preaching the gospel of inclusion by God in Christ to the gentiles. He invites young 

Timothy to also be willing to persevere and suffer for this mission.  

 What would you be willing to endure ʻchainsʼ for? What do you understand Paul means by; "If we have 

died with him, we shall also live with him." What effort do you put into changing the patterns of exclusion 

in your community and society?  



GOSPEL ~ Luke 17:5-10 ~ 

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled through Samaria and Galilee. 

As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance from him and 

raised their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!" And when he saw them, 

he said, "Go show yourselves to the priests." As they were going they were cleansed. 

And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; 

and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, 

"Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this 

foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" Then he said to him, "Stand up and go; your 

faith has saved you." 
Gospel stories are like ʻice-bergsʼ. 90% of the story is beneath the surface. Underneath the story of the lepers 

are further stories of exclusion, hurt, isolation. The Samaritan is like Naaman in the first reading; a hated 

foreigner. Past events meant Samaritans no longer acknowledge Jerusalem and the Temple as the place of true 

worship. Healing from leprosy required a ̒ certificate of healthʼ by the Priest before a ̒ leperʼ could be accepted 

back in community. The 9 lepers are obviously so keen to see the priest that they lost sight of who did the 

healing - Jesus. Only the foreigner stopped and showed gratitude.  

 When do you take your life and health for granted? Have you had some ʻhighʼ moments and forgotten to 

ʻgive thanksʼ to God. Write, share or pray a ʻthank-youʼ list to God about things in life you forget to say 

ʻthanksʼ to God for.  

God wishes to include and bring to faith the most unlikely of characters. Naaman and the Samaritan leper 

show God's desire to include, not exclude.  

 What does this teach us about God? Does it adjust your ʻimage of Godʼ? Which unlikely character in your 

community might God be inviting you toʻbring to faithʼ? What misconceptions do you and they need to let 

go of so that Godʼs welcome and inclusion can be realized? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDITATION 

What can adversity teach us about the blessing of thanksgiving and the healing power 

of love and mercy? The Book of Proverbs states: A friend loves at all times; and a 

brother is born for adversity (Proverbs 17:17). When adversity strikes you find out who 

truly is your brother, sister, and friend. The Gospel records an unusual encounter 

between two peoples who had been divided for centuries. The Jews and Samaritans had 

no dealings with one another even though Samaria was located in the central part of 

Judea. Both peoples were openly hostile whenever their paths crossed. In this Gospel 

narrative we see one rare exception - a Samaritan leper in company with nine Jewish 

lepers. Sometimes adversity forces people to drop their barriers or to forget their 

prejudices. When this band of Jewish and Samaritan lepers saw Jesus they made a bold 

request. They didn't ask for healing, but instead asked for mercy. 



The word mercy literally means "sorrowful at heart". But mercy is something more 

than compassion, or heartfelt sorrow at another's misfortune. Compassion empathizes 

with the sufferer. But mercy goes further - it removes suffering. A merciful person 

shares in another's misfortune and suffering as if it were his or her own. And such a 

person will do everything in his or her power to dispel that misery. 

Mercy is also connected with justice. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), a great teacher and 

scripture scholar, said that mercy "does not destroy justice, but is a certain kind of 

fulfillment of justice. ..Mercy without justice is the mother of dissolution; (and) justice 

without mercy is cruelty." Pardon without repentance negates justice. 

So what is the significance of these ten lepers asking for mercy? They know they are in 

need of healing, not just physical, but spiritual healing as well. They approach Jesus 

with contrition and faith because they believe that he can release the burden of guilt and 

suffering and make restoration of body and soul possible. Their request for mercy is 

both a plea for pardon and release from suffering. Jesus gives mercy to all who ask with 

faith and contrition. 

Why did only one leper out of ten return to show gratitude? Gratefulness, another word 

which expresses gratitude of heart and a thankful disposition, is related to grace - which 

means the release of loveliness. Gratitude is the homage of the heart which responds 

with graciousness in expressing an act of thanksgiving. The Samaritan approached 

Jesus reverently and gave praise to God. 

If we do not recognize and appreciate the mercy and help shown to us we will be 

ungrateful and unkind towards others. Ingratitude is forgetfulness or a poor return for 

kindness received. Ingratitude easily leads to lack of charity and intolerance towards 

others, as well as to other vices, such as complaining, grumbling, discontentment, pride, 

and presumption.  
 How often have we been ungrateful to our parents, pastors, teachers, and neighbors? Do you express 

gratitude to God for his abundant help and mercy towards you and are you gracious, kind, and merciful 

towards your neighbor in their time of need and support? 

 Are there parts of yourself that you are holding back from God?   

 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, may I never fail to recognize your loving kindness and mercy towards 

me. Fill my heart with compassion and thanksgiving, and free me from ingratitude and 

discontentment. Help me to count my blessings with a grateful heart and to give thanks 

in all circumstances. Amen. 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 
[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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