
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

November 12-13, 2022: Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  Malachi 3:19–20; Psalm 98:5–9 ; 2 Thessalonians 3:7–12; Luke 21:5–19 
 

Reflection: It is the age between our Lord’s first coming and His last. We live in the new world begun by His life, 

death, Resurrection, and Ascension, by the sending of His Spirit upon the Church. But we await the day when He 

will come again in glory. “Lo, the day is coming,” Malachi warns in today’s First Reading. The prophets taught 

Israel to look for the Day of the Lord, when He would gather the nations for judgment (see Zephaniah 3:8; Isaiah 

3:9; 2 Peter 3:7). Jesus anticipates this day in today’s Gospel. He cautions us not to be deceived by those claiming 

“the time has come.” Such deception is the background also for today’s Epistle (see 2 Thessalonians 2:1–3). The 

signs Jesus gives His Apostles seem to already have come to pass in the New Testament. In Acts, the Epistles, and 

Revelation, we read of famines, earthquakes, and the Temple’s desolation. We read of persecutions—believers 

imprisoned and put to death, testifying to their faith with wisdom in the Spirit. These “signs,” then, show us the 

pattern for the Church’s life—both in the New Testament and today. We too live in a world of nations and kingdoms 

at war. And we should take the Apostles as our “models,” as today’s Epistle counsels. Like them we must persevere 

in the face of unbelieving relatives, friends, forces, and authorities hostile to God. As we do in today’s Psalm, we 

should sing His praises and joyfully proclaim His coming as Lord and King. The Day of the Lord is always a day 

that has already come and a day still yet to come. It is the “today” of our Liturgy. The Apostles prayed maranatha 

- “O Lord come!” (see 1 Corinthians 16:22; Revelation 22:20). In the Eucharist He answers, coming again as the 

Lord of Hosts and the Sun of Justice with its healing rays. It is a mighty sign—and a pledge of that Day to come. 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us pray together: 

Dear Lord, during this trial, I offer up to you my confusion, Give me clarity. I offer up 

to you my despair, Give me hope. I offer up to you my weakness, Give me strength. I 

offer up to you my pettiness, Give me generosity of spirit. I offer up to you all my 

Negative thoughts from Satan So that when he asks “Where is your God now?” I may 

respond “Right here with me, giving me His Grace as a heavenly beam of light 

penetrating your darkness!”  
 

Leader: In our world today, suffering (of any kind) is seen as the greatest of evils and is to be avoided at all costs. 

Jesus, however, calls us to face the trials that may come our way with courage. Take some time by yourself right 

now and reflect on a troubling area in your life. Are you approaching that difficulty with confidence and hope in the 

Lord or with discouragement, frustration, or despair? As we listen to this week’s video, be encouraged by the 

message of hope that Jesus will come to rescue those who remain faithful to him in times of difficulty, trial, and 

suffering. 

 
 

FORMED.org: Opening the Word – 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

 

 

 

 

  

Prayer: Prayerfully consider the words of Jesus in today’s Gospel passage: “By your perseverance, you will secure 

your lives.” Imagine Jesus speaking those words specifically to you. To what situation in your life right now might 

Jesus’ exhortation for you to persevere in faith apply the most? Is there a certain trial or difficulty in your life where 

you are wavering in your trust in the Lord? How might perseverance in faith and greater trust in God help you find 

greater security in your life? 

Resolution: In prayer, consider that particular area of your life where you are struggling. Ask Jesus to show you at 

least one specific way you can live out his teaching to persevere in faith in that area, and ask him for the grace to 

help you to do that this week. 
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FIRST READING ~ Malachi 3:19-20a ~ 

Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud and all evildoers will 

be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire, leaving them neither root 

nor branch, says the LORD of hosts. But for you who fear my name, there will arise 

the sun of justice with its healing rays. 
The Prophet Malachi is upset. Israel has returned from exile, the Temple has been rebuilt, the liturgy is 

celebrated, and yet the rich and proud are increasingly hurting the poor. One writer expresses it this way: I 

know what living for God looks like on Sunday, but what does it look like on Monday? How do you integrate 

liturgy with life?  

 How does life flow into your worship and how does Sunday impact the rest of your week? 

Awe, reverence and trembling are all synonyms for fear but today we tend to use the word 'fear' negatively. 

There have always been protocols for meeting a High Court judge. Imagine they are merciful to you, resolving 

your needs with deep respect and kindness.  

 How would you feel in spite of your awe and 'fear'? Malachi prophesies a perfect judge who brings healing 

and restoration. Share your needs and hopes for mercy and justice with God today. 

 

SECOND READING ~ 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: You know how one must imitate us. For we did not act in a 

disorderly way among you, nor did we eat food received free from anyone. On the 

contrary, in toil and drudgery, night and day we worked, so as not to burden any of you. 

Not that we do not have the right. Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model 

for you, so that you might imitate us. In fact, when we were with you, we instructed 

you that if anyone was unwilling to work, neither should that one eat. We hear that 

some are conducting themselves among you in a disorderly way, by not keeping busy 

but minding the business of others. Such people we instruct and urge in the Lord Jesus 

Christ to work quietly and to eat their own food. 
Some Thessalonian disciples were so convinced the Day of the Lord had arrived that they actually retired 

early! Unfortunately, they became armchair critics of others and a burden. They focused on the shortcomings 

of others rather than joy and preparation for the coming of the Lord.  

 Is your energy focused on criticism of others? How could your energy be turned toward Jesus? 
 

 

GOSPEL ~ Luke 21:5-19 ~ 

While some people were speaking about how the temple was adorned with costly stones 

and votive offerings, Jesus said, "All that you see here-- the days will come when there 

will not be left a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down." Then they 

asked him, "Teacher, when will this happen? And what sign will there be when all these 

things are about to happen?" He answered, "See that you not be deceived, for many will 

come in my name, saying, 'I am he,’ and 'The time has come.’ Do not follow them! 

When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must 

happen first, but it will not immediately be the end." Then he said to them, "Nation will 

rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful earthquakes, 

famines, and plagues from place to place; and awesome sights and mighty signs will 

come from the sky. "Before all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute 



you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you 

led before kings and governors because of my name. It will lead to your giving 

testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, for I myself 

shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist 

or refute. You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and 

they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name, but 

not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your 

lives." 
When will the final day arrive is a big question. Jesus and the Gospel writers do not give an answer to when 

but only that it will happen. The Gospel of Luke challenges us to be ready for the last day. When the Gospel of 

Luke was written the community had already witnessed Jewish persecution causing many to leave Jerusalem. 

Under oppression, apocalyptic writing gave disciples hope that there would be a final victory of good over 

evil. Every generation gets tempted to follow false prophets and radical voices. Jesus says 'Do not Follow 

them', 'Do not be terrified. God calls us to trust and persevere in faith meeting the ongoing challenges with 

good moral choices both personally and as a community placing our hope in Christ and Gospel now. Many 

Christians around the world are suffering intense persecution. Both red (blood) martyrdom, and what writers 

call white (perseverance) martyrdom is increasing.  

 What words in the gospel give you hope? What challenges you deeply? Are you ready? Is it getting harder 

to proclaim Christian faith in highly secularized countries? What does it mean to give testimony and be 

hated because of my name? 

Next week is the Feast of Christ the King. We celebrate as if it was the end of time! Imagine the urgency of 

only a few weeks to live.  

 What would be most important? What would be demanded of you in your spiritual life? What do you need 

to do? 

 

MEDITATION 

Jesus foretold many signs that would shake peoples and nations. The signs which God 

uses are meant to point us to a higher spiritual truth and reality of his kingdom which 

does not perish or fade away, but endures for all eternity. God works through many 

events and signs to purify and renew us in hope and to help us set our hearts more firmly 

on him and him alone. Sometimes we don't recognize the moral crisis and spiritual 

conflict of the age in which we live, until something "shakes us up" to the reality of this 

present condition. God reminds us that a future judgment and outcome awaits every 

individual who has lived on this earth. The reward for doing what is right and pleasing 

to God and the penalty for sinful rebellion and rejection of God are not always 

experienced in this present life - but they are sure to come in the day of final judgment. 

God extends grace and mercy to all who will heed his call and his warning. Do not pass 

up, even for one day, God's invitation of grace and mercy to seek first his kingdom of 

righteousness and peace. This day may be your only chance before that final day comes. 

The real enemy of the Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ - is Satan (also called 

Lucifer), the powerful leader of the fallen angels who rebelled against God and who 

were cast out of heaven. Satan opposes God and all who follow his rule of peace and 

righteousness (moral goodness) on the earth. Jesus calls Satan a "murderer" who turns 

brother against brother and the "father of lies" who twists the truth and speaks falsehood 

(John 8:44). Satan not only opposes God's rule, he seeks to destroy all who would obey 



God. Satan will use any means possible to turn people away from God. He tempts 

people through envy, deception, hatred, and fear to provoke hostility towards those who 

follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What is Jesus' response to hostility and persecution? Love, forbearance, and 

forgiveness. Only love - the love which is rooted in God's great compassion and 

faithfulness - can overcome prejudice, hatred, and envy. God's love purifies our heart 

and mind of all that would divide and tear people apart. Knowing God as our 

compassionate Father and loving God's word of truth and righteousness (moral 

goodness) is essential for overcoming evil. Jesus tells us that we do not need to fear 

those who would oppose us or treat us harshly for following the Lord Jesus. He 

promises to give us supernatural strength, wisdom, and courage as we take a stand for 

our faith and witness to the truth and love of Christ. 

The Gospel is good news for the whole world because it is God's eternal word of truth, 

love, pardon, and salvation (being set free from sin and evil) through his Son, Jesus 

Christ. The Lord Jesus has won the victory for us through his atoning death on the cross 

for our sins and his rising from the grave - his resurrection power that brings abundant 

life and restoration for us. That is why the Gospel has power to set people free from sin, 

fear and death, and bring peace, pardon, and new life. 

The word "martyr" in the New Testament Greek means "witness". The Book of 

Revelation says that "Jesus was the faithful witness ...who freed us from our sins by his 

blood" (Revelation 1:5). God may call some of us to be martyrs who shed their blood 

for bearing witness to Jesus Christ.  

What will attract others to the truth and power of the Gospel? When they see Christians 

loving their enemies, being joyful in suffering, patient in adversity, pardoning injuries, 

and showing comfort and compassion to the hopeless and the helpless. Jesus tells us 

that we do not need to fear our adversaries. God will give us sufficient grace, strength, 

and wisdom to face any trial and to answer any challenge to our faith.  
 How would you respond if someone prophesied that your home, land, or place of worship would be 

destroyed?  

 What are some of the signs of the times that we need to be aware of?  How do they affect my life?  My faith? 

 How can I better imitate Jesus’ response to hostility and persecution? 

 Are you ready to lay down your life for Christ and to bear witness to the joy and freedom of the Gospel? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus Christ, by your atoning death on the cross you have redeemed the 

world. Fill me with joyful hope, courage, and boldness to witness the truth of your love 

for sinners and your victory over the powers of sin, Satan, and death. Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 
[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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