
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

November 19-20, 2022: Christ the King 
 

Readings:  2 Samuel 5:1–3; Psalm 122:1–5; Colossians 1:12–20; Luke 23:35–43 
 

Reflection: Week by week, the Liturgy has been preparing us for the revelation to be made on this, the last Sunday 

of the Church year. Jesus, we have been shown, is truly the Chosen One, the Messiah of God, the King of the Jews. 

Ironically, in today’s Gospel we hear these names on the lips of those who don’t believe in Him—Israel’s rulers, the 

soldiers, a criminal dying alongside Him. They can only see the scandal of a bloodied figure nailed to a cross. They 

scorn Him in words and gestures foretold in Israel’s Scriptures (see Psalm 22:7–9; 69:21–22; Wisdom 2:18–20). If 

He is truly King, God will rescue Him, they taunt. But He did not come to save Himself, but to save them—and us. 

The good thief shows us how we are to accept the salvation He offers us. He confesses his sins and acknowledges he 

deserves to die for them. And he calls on the name of Jesus, seeking His mercy and forgiveness. By his faith he is 

saved. Jesus “remembers” him—as God has always remembered His people, visiting them with His saving deeds, 

numbering them among His chosen heirs (see Psalm 106:4–5). By the blood of His cross, Jesus reveals His 

Kingship—not in saving His own life, but in offering it as a ransom for ours. He transfers us to “the kingdom of His 

beloved Son,” as today’s Epistle tells us. His kingdom is the Church, the new Jerusalem and House of David that 

we sing of in today’s Psalm. By their covenant with David in today’s First Reading, Israel’s tribes are made one 

“bone and flesh” with their king. By the New Covenant made in His blood, Christ becomes one flesh with the people 

of His kingdom—the head of His body, the Church (see Ephesians 5:23–32). We celebrate and renew this covenant 

in every Eucharist, giving thanks for our redemption, hoping for the day when we too will be with Him in Paradise. 

 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us pray together from the 

Novena to Christ the King: 

 

O Lord our God, you alone are the most holy king and ruler of all nations. We pray to 

you, Lord, in the great expectation of receiving from you, O Divine King, mercy, peace, 

justice, and all good things. Protect, O Lord our King, our families and the land of our 

birth. Guard us we pray most faithful one. Protect us from our enemies and from your 

just judgment. Forgive us, O sovereign King, our sins against you. Jesus, you are a king 

of mercy. We have deserved your just judgment Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive 

us. We trust in your great mercy. O most awe-inspiring King, we bow before you and 

pray: May your reign, your kingdom, be recognized on earth. Amen. 

 
Leader: Today we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King. Reflect on what you think the qualities of an ideal king 

would be.  Let’s delve into how the Bible portrays Jesus as king — is he the kind of king we would expect? Let’s 

start by watching this video on this week’s Scripture readings.  

 
FORMED.org: Opening the Word – Christ the King (Year C) 

 

 

 

  

Prayer: Imagine that, like the good thief, you enter into paradise and see Christ sitting on his throne in heaven. 

What does he look like? What are the surroundings like? How do you feel as you approach? What do you say to 

him? Now Christ is stepping down from his throne to greet you. What does he say to you? What do you feel as he 

approaches you? Ask him how you can more fully acknowledge him as king in your life and participate in his reign 

of love.  

Resolution: This week do one thing to acknowledge Jesus as the King of your life. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Sam%205.1%E2%80%933
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%20122.1%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Col%201.12%E2%80%9320
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2023.35%E2%80%9343
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2022.7%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2069.21%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Wis%202.18%E2%80%9320
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%20106.4%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Eph%205.23%E2%80%9332
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/34th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-november-24-2019


FIRST READING ~ 2 Samuel 5:1-3 ~ 

In those days, all the tribes of Israel came to David in Hebron and said: "Here we are, 

your bone and your flesh. In days past, when Saul was our king, it was you who led the 

Israelites out and brought them back. And the LORD said to you, 'You shall shepherd 

my people Israel and shall be commander of Israel.'" When all the elders of Israel came 

to David in Hebron, King David made an agreement with them there before the LORD, 

and they anointed him king of Israel. 
The Feast of Christ the King was initially assigned to the last Sunday in October. In 1969 it was moved to the 

last Sunday of the Year to highlight the eschatological (end times) importance of Christ’s Kingship.  

 Would you consider yourself ready today to meet Christ the King? 

David was anointed and made King of Israel. But many people in Israel did not want to be like other nations 

and have a King. They wanted to have only God as their ruler. They were cautious of taxes, abuse of power, 

wealth and excess that often went with earthly kingdoms. David is invited by God to be first a shepherd of 

people before being a commander of Israel.  

 What does this show us about God and leadership?  
 

SECOND READING ~ Colossians 1:12-20 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father, 

who has made you fit to share 

in the inheritance of the holy ones in light. He 

delivered us from the power of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He 

is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. For in him were created all things in heaven 

and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all 

things were created through him and for him. He is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

He is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things 

he himself might be pre-eminent. For in him all the 

fullness was pleased to dwell, and through him to 

reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood 

of his cross through him, whether those on earth or 

those in heaven. 
Paulʼs letter to the Colossians today is an ancient baptismal prayer. 

Imagine the baptismal scene. Thankful (Being given an inheritance. 

Transferred from living in darkness to light). Redeemed (returning 

back to your true family, purchased back from slavery). Forgiven (All 

of this has happened through Jesus - who makes the 

ʻinvisible Godʼ visible - the ʻikonʼ / image of God).  

 What word in this baptismal prayer teaches you about your baptism? 

 



GOSPEL ~ Luke 23:35-43 ~ 

The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, "He saved others, let him save himself if he is the 

chosen one, the Christ of God." Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached to 

offer him wine they called out, "If you are King of the Jews, save yourself." Above him 

there was an inscription that read, "This is the King of the Jews." Now one of the 

criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save yourself 

and us." The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, "Have you no fear of God, 

for you are subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned 

justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done 

nothing criminal." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom." He replied to him, "Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise." 
The mystery of Christianity is revealed as it worships it’s Lord and King today. Instead of a scene of a throne 

indicating power and authority and judgment, we have Jesus crucified on a cross giving forgiveness. The way 

Jesus reveals Godʼs kingship is radically different from the world’s power, wealth and honor.  

 Imagine being in the crowd contemplating Jesus (or pray in front of a crucifix!). What questions are stirred 

up within you? What answers does God reveal to you about leadership, salvation, and sin in your life? 

Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us! The promised Christ (Messiah / Savior) was supposed to be a 

strong military leader. Instead Jesus is tortured and dies at the hands of Roman soldiers. Yet mysteriously the 

soldiers refer to him as the chosen one, the Christ of God, the King of the Jews. The scene is gruesome, but 

with the eyes of faith the reality taking place is glorious.  

 How would you explain Christ’s death as glorious? 

Our human nature demands visible signs. We want to know with our own eyes that God has saved us, forgives 

us, loves us.  

 How does this crucifixion scene reveal the powerfully hidden way that God is able to work out (y)our 

redemption? Is God afraid of the mess of our humanity? Are you? 

The Church places before us the paradox of Christ the KING. Instead of a royal procession, Jesus rode a 

donkey. Instead of a scepter of power, Jesus held a towel. Instead of a throne, Jesus was lifted up on a cross. 

Disciples replaced an army. Thorns replaced a golden crown. Mercy was his judgment. Humble homes his 

palace. Meals with sinners his preference. Humble sacrifice of life instead of the military sword.  

 How are we, the Church, called to exercise this style of leadership and reflect his image in the world today? 

How does this challenge you in your lifestyle? 
 

MEDITATION 

What is the significance and meaning of Jesus' kingship for us? Kingship today seems 

outdated and useless, especially in democratic societies where everyone is supposed to 

be treated equal and free. Many rulers in past ages claimed they had sovereign authority 

to rule by divine edict. But God did not give his people Israel a king at first. Why? 

Because God alone was their King and they needed no other. Nonetheless, God relented 

and chose David as King over Israel with the promise that God would raise up through 

David's royal line a Savior who would establish an everlasting kingdom of 

righteousness and peace that would endure for all ages (Psalm 89:29). 

The Jews understood that the Messiah ("Anointed One") would come as God's anointed 

King to restore paradise and establish God's reign of peace for them. They wanted a 

Messianic King who would free them from strife and division and from foreign 



oppression. Many had high hopes that Jesus would be the Messiah and Ruler for Israel. 

Little did they understand what kind of kingship Jesus claimed to possess. 

When Satan tempted Jesus during his forty day fast in the wilderness, he offered Jesus 

all the kingdoms of the world (Matthew 4:8-9). Jesus knew that the world was in Satan's 

power. And this was precisely why Jesus came - to overthrow Satan's power and 

deception over the earth. Jesus knew that the way to victory was through submission to 

his Father's will and plan to lay down his life for us and reverse the curse of sin and 

death for us. The Father sent his only begotten Son into the world, not to condemn it, 

but to save it through the atoning sacrifice which Jesus would make for us through the 

shedding of his blood on the cross of Calvary. 

The Scriptures tell us that there are ultimately only two kingdoms in this world which 

are opposed to one another - the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness. Each 

kingdom is ruled by one lord or master - the Lord Jesus Christ who is the true "Light of 

the World" - and the false messiah and deceiver who is called the "anti-Christ" and the 

"angel of light" who rules over men and women through the power of false promises, 

lies, and temptation to sin and disobedience. 

If we follow the Lord Jesus and entrust our lives to him he will open our eyes to the 

light of his truth and guide us by his Holy Spirit along the path that leads to our true 

homeland with God. If we follow the course which is set by the ruler of this present 

world - a world which is opposed to Christ and blinded by Satan - then we will discover 

that sin, pride, and deception will lead us down a path of destruction, death, and 

separation, rather than life, freedom, and friendship with God and the people he has 

redeemed with the precious blood of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This present world will pass away, but God's kingdom will endure forever. If we accept 

Jesus Christ as Lord and King and submit to his rule for our lives, we become citizens 

of heaven and inherit an everlasting kingdom which is ruled by righteousness, peace, 

and love.  
 Do you recognize that the Lord Jesus has been given all authority and power by his Father in heaven to reign 

over all creation - including the heavens and the earth? 

 Do you recognize Jesus Christ as your Sovereign King and Redeemer? 

 Which kingdom will you serve - today, tomorrow, and for all eternity? 

 Is the Lord Jesus the true King and Master of your life? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus Christ, you are my King and there is no other. Be the Lord and Master 

of my heart, mind, body, and soul. May I always seek to do your will and to serve your 

kingdom above all else. Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 
[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 

http://www.maristlaitynz.org/
http://www.livingtheword.org.nz/
https://dailyscripture.net/
mailto:dailyscripture@servantsoftheword.org

