
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

November 26-27, 2022: First Sunday of Advent 
 

Readings:  Isaiah 2:1–5; Psalm 122:1–9; Romans 13:11–14; Matthew 24:37–44 
 

Reflection: Jesus exaggerates in today’s Gospel when He claims not to know the day or the hour when He will come 

again. Christ occasionally makes such overstatements to drive home a point we might otherwise miss (see Matthew 

5:34; 23:9; Luke 14:26). His point here is that the exact “hour” is not important. What is crucial is that we not 

postpone our repentance, that we be ready for Him—spiritually and morally—when He comes. For He will surely 

come, He tells us—like a thief in the night, like the flood in the time of Noah. In today’s Epistle, Paul too compares 

the present age to a time of advancing darkness and night. Though we sit in the darkness, overshadowed by death, 

we have seen arise the great light of our Lord who has come into our midst (see Matthew 4:16; John 1:9; 8:12). He 

is the true light, the life of the world. And His light continues to shine in His Church, the new Jerusalem promised 

by Isaiah in today’s First Reading. In the Church, all nations stream to the God of Jacob, to worship and seek 

wisdom in the House of David. From the Church goes forth His word of instruction, the light of the Lord—that all 

might walk in His paths toward that eternal day when night will be no more (see Revelation 22:5). By our Baptism 

we have been made children of the light and day (see Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5–7). It is time we start 

living like it: throwing off the fruitless works of darkness, rejecting the desires of the flesh, and walking by the light 

of His grace. The hour is late as we begin a new Advent. Let us begin again in this Eucharist. As we sing in today’s 

Psalm, “let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” Let us give thanks to His name, keeping watch for His coming, 

knowing that our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the first Sunday of Advent. Let us begin by reading from Isaiah. 
 

But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, A 

spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord, and his 

delight shall be the fear of the LORD. Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay 

shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with justice, and decide fairly for the land’s 

afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 

his lips he shall slay the wicked. (Isaiah 11:1-4) 
 

Leader: As we begin our journey through Opening the Word for Cycle A, let's talk about new beginnings. What kind 

of New Year's resolutions do you make? How much success do you have with keeping New Year's resolutions? 

Advent is a time of preparation, so let us prepare for our study by listening to what Dr. Edward Sri has to say about 

today's Scripture readings. 

 
FORMED.org: Opening the Word – First Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

 

 

 

  

Prayer: Take a deep breath and close your eyes. Allow yourself to become still. Now imagine that you have just 

learned that you are going to die very soon. What is your first thought? What is your first feeling? Hold that thought 

and the feeling as you take another deep breath. Now see Jesus talking directly to you. Hear him say, “There is still 

time. Wake up!  Stop sleeping your life away!” What areas of your life come to mind as you hear Jesus? Now see 

him gently touching you on the shoulder and saying, “You have time. So stay alert. Go and… What is he asking you 

to do? Listen carefully for his guidance. 
 

Resolution: During this first week of Advent, choose one activity that will take you out of the “slumber” of 

commercialism and busyness, and “awaken” a new zeal for the faith. You might attend daily Mass one morning, 

pray the rosary over the noon hour, or read Scripture instead of watching TV. Make a choice based on what you 

heard Jesus tell you to do during our prayer time. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Isa%202.1%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%20122.1%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%2013.11%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2024.37%E2%80%9344
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%205.34
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%205.34
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matthew%2023.9
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2014.26
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%204.16
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%201.9
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%208.12
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rev%2022.5
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Eph%205.8
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Thess%205.5%E2%80%937
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:1/videos/1st-sunday-of-advent-november-27-2016


FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 2:1-5 ~ 

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to 
come, the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest 
mountain and raised above the hills. All nations shall stream toward it; many peoples 
shall come and say: "Come, let us climb the LORD's mountain, to the house of the 
God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his paths." 
For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples. They shall 
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation 
shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again. O house 
of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

The eighth century prophet Isaiah speaks here of a 

future in which everyone acknowledges the importance 

of Zion, the hill on which sat Jerusalem and the Jewish 

temple. Zion will become the most sacred place on 

earth for everyone and not only the Jews because all 

people will worship God alone. Imagine you are one of 

the people hearing this prophecy of Isaiah… 

 What kind of people do you see? How are the 

people reacting to the prophecy? How does the 

world change? How do you feel about what is 

happening? 

 Why might God have wanted his people to hear this 

prophecy? 

 How eagerly do you seek instruction in the ways of 

God?  
 

SECOND READING ~ Romans 13:11-14 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: You know the time; it 
is the hour now for you to awake from 
sleep. For our salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed; the night is 
advanced, the day is at hand. Let us then 
throw off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves 
properly as in the day, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, 
not in rivalry and jealousy. But put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the desires of the flesh. 

Paulʼs letter to the Romans compares the present age to a time of advancing in darkness and night. And also 

states that we must conduct ourselves properly. 

 What does Paul’s words of throwing of the works of darkness and putting on the armor of light mean to 

you? 

 How do you feel we are doing today in conducting ourselves properly? 

 Anything else in this reading stand out to you? 

 



GOSPEL ~ Matthew 24:37-44 ~ 

Jesus said to his disciples: "As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming 
of the Son of Man. In those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark. They did 
not know until the flood came and carried them all away. So will it be also at the 
coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and 
one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one 
will be left. Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will 
come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night when 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken 
into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 
Man will come." 

The story of Noah portrays God cleansing the earth of widespread wickedness. In this passage the same story 

points to the need for watchfulness. Right up until the flood people were living out their lives as usual, ignoring 

signs that radical change was coming. 

 How would people react today to the onset of the warning of an impending natural disaster that would destroy 

the earth? 

The second parable portrays two sets of people working side by side.  Although the two people in each pair 

seem indistinguishable, Christ’s return reveals how different they are. That difference seems to be how ready 

they each are to meet Christ. The ones who are taken are brought into God’s kingdom, while those who are 

left most likely face destruction. 

 What could be the hidden difference between the two men and two women? 

No one knows when Christ will come again. Instead of trying to calculate God’s timetable, people should 

instead live as though Christ might return at any moment. By comparing his return to the flood and to a thief 

breaking into a person’s house, Jesus warns us that our failure to be prepared will be disastrous. 

 What can we do to be prepared?  Is there anything different you would do today if you knew it was your 

last day?  What would you do if you were to meet Christ today?   

  

 
 

MEDITATION 

Why did Jesus compare "the coming of the Son of Man" with the "days of Noah" 

(Matthew 24:37)? Scripture describes both events as a day of judgment and the 

separation of the just from the unjust. It is a time when the Lord of heaven and earth 

gathers to himself those who are his own. Separation is an inevitable consequence of 

the fundamental choices people have made - whether for God or against God. The 

fundamental choices we make can either lead us towards God and his will for us or they 

can lead us in a direction that is opposed to God or contrary to his wisdom and plan for 

our lives and well-being. 

Jesus came to fulfill all the promises of God, including the covenant of peace which 

God made with Noah. Jesus' first coming was a rescue mission to set us free from sin 

and condemnation and to give us new life in his Holy Spirit. Jesus died for our sins, 

rose to everlasting life, and is now seated in glory at the right hand of the Father in 

heaven. He now reigns over the heavens and the earth as the exalted Lord of creation. 

The Lord Jesus promised that he would return again in glory to complete the work of 

redemption which he began at his first coming. 



God fulfills all his promises to us in Jesus, our merciful Savior, who will come again as 

our Judge and Vindicator. Jesus told his disciples that the Father has given him all 

authority to execute judgments on the earth "because he is the Son of man" (John 5:27). 

The "Son of man" is a Messianic title for God's anointed one who will overthrow God's 

enemies and establish an everlasting kingdom of righteousness and peace. The "Son of 

man" is described in the Book of Daniel as the one who is given supreme authority to 

judge and execute justice on the earth (Daniel 7:13-14). Jesus came the first time to lay 

down his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world. He promises to return 

again at the "end of the age" to complete the work of restoration and final judgment. 

While we do not know the time of his return, we will not mistake it when it happens. It 

will be apparent to all, both to the followers of the Lord Jesus and to every inhabitant 

on the earth as well. 

Jesus' second story of the thief in the night (Matthew 24:43-44) brings home the 

necessity for constant watchfulness and being on guard to avert the danger of plunder 

and destruction, especially under the cover of darkness and secrecy! While no thief 

would announce his intention in advance, nor the time when he would strike, lack of 

vigilance would nonetheless invite disaster for those who do not keep a watchful eye 

and guard against the thief who would try to break in and steal. Satan tries to rob us of 

our faith in Jesus Christ and the treasure of the kingdom which Christ has won for us. 

The Advent season reminds us that we are living in the time between the first coming 

and second coming of the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus calls us to be alert and watchful 

for his coming. He comes to us each and every day and he knocks on the door of our 

heart and home. Do you listen for his voice and welcome him into your life? Let his 

word in the Scriptures and the work of the Holy Spirit who dwells in you draw you to 

a deeper faith, hope, and yearning for his kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy. 

Those who wait upon the Lord today and listen to his word will not be disappointed. 

The Lord will come and bring you to his banquet table to feast with him. 
 Does anything in this meditation stand out?  Is there anything that is a new revelation to you? 

 The Lord Jesus calls us to be alert and watchful for his coming. He comes to us each and every day and he 

knocks on the door of our heart and home. Do you listen for his voice and welcome him into your life? 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, you have captured my heart for You. Make me strong in faith, 

steadfast in hope, and generous in love that I may seek to please You in all things and 

bring You glory and praise. Keep me ever watchful for the coming of Your kingdom 

today and every day of my life.  Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 
 [Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 

https://dailyscripture.net/
mailto:dailyscripture@servantsoftheword.org

