
New Parishioners:  We would love to officially welcome you into our family. 

     Registration forms are available online, in folders in the 

    church entrance, or by contacting the parish office. 

Baptism Prep: Required for all first-time parents. 2nd Tuesdays at 7:00 pm: 

Jan/May/Sep(Minster), Feb/Jun/Oct(Marion), Mar/Jul/Nov(NB)     
Baptism/Marriage/Hall Rental: Please contact the parish office. 

Pastoral Council:  Chair: Scott Frey, 419.204.8729 
    Co-Chair: Mark Francis, 419.305.3068 

Prayer Line: 419.629.2981, 419.629.2406 or 419.629.2639 

Stephen Ministry: 419.302.2223 or 419.733.4440 

Minutes from Pastoral Council 

Meetings and Mass/Confession 

schedules can be found on our 

website: https://hrcatholic.org 

 

                      
 

 

 

           

   
  

 
                            

                              
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  

    
                                         
         

  

  

        

  

        

    

         

  

  

   

   

   

   

               

                                    

    

    

         

     

                                   

         
 

 
 
  

   
  

Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

NW8 Family of Parishes 

Served by the Missionaries of the Precious Blood 

December 11, 2022 

Phone: 419.629.2543  

 holyredeemer@nktelco.net  

    Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am – 4 pm 

                            Fri            9 am – noon  

Pastor:  

  Fr. Ken Schnipke, C.PP.S. 

 frkencpps@gmail.com 

 567.360.0008 [NW8 cell] 

Parochial Vicars:  

  Fr. Ken Alt, C.PP.S 

 altkg5178@gmail.com 

  Fr. Mark Hoying, C.PP.S. 

 hoyingmark@yahoo.co.nz 

  Fr. Matt Jozefiak, C.PP.S. 

 matthewjozefiak@hotmail.com 

Deacons:  

  Greg Bornhorst  

 bornhorst@watchtv.net 

 419.305.1977 [cell]  

  Steve Broering  

 stevnan7@frontier.com 

  Roger Klosterman 

 rogk1@roadrunner.com 

  Ken Wuebker 

 kwuebker@roadrunner.com 

Deacon/Pastoral Associate: 

  Brad Feltz 

 hrtech@nktelco.net  

 567.204.0184 [cell] 

Accountant:  

  Mary Eyink 

 419.629.2226 [home] 

Coordinator of Elementary CCD and 

                    Community Outreach: 

  Kathy Pape 

 hrcre@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of JH/HS CCD and 

                        Youth Ministry: 

  Jenny Sailer 

 jsailer@nktelco.net 

Coordinator of Liturgy and Music: 

  Nick Wilker 

 hrmusic@nktelco.net 

120 S. Eastmoor Dr, PO Box 67 

New Bremen, OH 
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NW8 Family of Parishes - Getting to Know the C.PP.S 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

 INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

   

At a very young age, St. Gaspar del Bufalo, the founder of the Missionaries of the Precious 

Blood, the religious congregation to which Fr. Ken, Fr. Alt, Fr. Mark and Fr. Matt belong, 

already knew his calling. While still a 17-year-old student at the Collegio Romano, Gaspar was 

already preaching and teaching in his parish, where some complained that the seminarian was 

overstepping his bounds. “Seminarian del Bufalo does better than I” in preaching, the pastor 

serenely replied. How are we living out our calling as Catholic Christians? 

 

“Let us do great work for the glory of God and let us 
become Saints”  
– St. Gaspar del Bufalo 
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 We can often feel parched, desolate, lifeless, 

and dark. Even though we still engage in the 

business and demands of life, we find 

ourselves somewhat detached, disengaged, 

and removed. We lack joy, wonder, awe, and 

zest. Rather than being an experience of 

freedom and excitement, life holds us 

captive. We are tethered to systems, agendas, 

protocols, regulations, and expectations that 

go against the grain of what it means to be 

God’s child. We find ourselves in a desert. 

Jesus came to release us from all of this 

negativity and desolation. John the Baptist 

announced the arrival of the One who 

embodies healing, reconciliation, freedom, 

and life. Stop complaining about what you 

don’t have. Prepare for the arrival of the 

remedy to life’s despair. Be strong, fear not! 

Christ will save us from life’s distortions, 

illusions, and disappointments. Be patient. 

With proper time and care, all will be well. 
 

Mass Cancellation Policy: Tuesday: If school is delayed, our 

morning Mass will be cancelled.  If school remains on a delay, 

Exposition/Adoration will begin at noon.  If school is cancelled, morning 

Mass and Exposition/Adoration will be cancelled. Monday / Wednesday 

/ Weekend: Mass will only be cancelled if we are on a snow emergency. 

If Mass is cancelled, we will communicate through Remind (you can sign 

up for Remind - information can be found on our “Remind / Church 

Communications” webpage), posted on FB, and announced on WCSM. 



December 11: Third Sunday of Advent 

First Reading – Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10: 

Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication; with 

divine recompense he comes to save you. (Is 35:4) 

Isaiah encouraged his community to “be strong, do not fear!” since God 

has planned a future restoration of both the land and the people. Who in 

your life needs to hear words of encouragement and support right now?   

Second Reading – James 5:7-10: 

Make your hearts firm, because the 

coming of the Lord is at hand. (Jas 5:7) 

James urges his community to be 

patient and non-judgmental with 

each other as we wait for the coming 

of the Lord. In what ways is this a 

challenge for you this Advent 

season?    

Gospel – Matthew 11:2-11: 

When John the Baptist heard in 

prison of the works of the Christ, he 

sent his disciples to Jesus with this 

question, “Are you the one who is to 

come, or should we look for 

another?” (Mt 11:2-3) 

In today’s reading, Matthew offers a 

glimpse into the personal 

relationship between Jesus and John 

the Baptist. Jesus has great respect 

for John yet counts him “least” in the 

kingdom of heaven. What do you 

think this tells us about those in the 

kingdom of heaven? 

Next Week: December 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

First Reading – Isaiah 7:10-14: 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall conceive, 

and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel. (Is 7:3-4) 

Isiah prophecies to King Ahaz of Judah the coming birth of Emmanuel, 

meaning “with us is God.” When do you feel God’s presence in your life? 

Psalm 24: Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 

Second Reading – Romans 1:1-7: 

The gospel about his Son, descended from David according to the flesh, but 

established as Son of God in power. (Rom 1:15) 

Written about twenty years after the death and resurrection of Jesus, Paul’s 

opening words in his Letter to the Romans provides one of the earliest 

testimonies to the divinity of Jesus Christ. And now as believers, Paul tells 

us we are “called to be holy.” How has this season of Advent help you 

develop holiness?  

Gospel – Matthew 1:18-24: 

The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is 

through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. (Mt 1:20) 

In recounting the birth of Jesus, Matthew focuses on how Joseph 

came to terms with this miraculous event. Can you name a time when 

you had to discern how God is working in your life? 

  

  

  
  
  

 
    

 
   
  
    
   
    
  
    
   
    
 
  
   
 
  
   
   
  
   
    
   
   
 

   
  
  
  
 
  
  

  

  

 

  

   

Readings and additional reflections can be found at 

https://hrcatholic.org/bulletin 

WORSHIP & MEDITATION 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Life can leave us feeling dark and desolate. Sandy 

was just twenty-eight when her husband, Rob, 

died, leaving her to raise their two young 

children. She was without paid employment. Rob 

went to work one morning and never returned 

home. Sandy, though, had faith and trusted that 

somehow God would help her through, even 

though most days brought deafening, piercing 

loneliness. She persevered, and the darkness gave 

way to light. Remarking one day to a friend 

hesitant to commit to a relationship, Sandy shared 

her wisdom. Even if she knew the outcome would 

be the same, she would marry Rob again. She 

assured her friend that she would even do this if 

eight years could only be eight minutes. We are 

being led by God and God transforms the 

darkness into light.  

“Be strong, fear not!” Those are easy words to 

say. Putting them into practice is the challenge. 

When our paths are dark and life’s roads become 

treacherous, we can easily complain about life’s 

unfinished nature. When will the pain go away? 

Will the loneliness ever cease? Will I experience 

happiness again? As the farmer needs to exercise 

patience with the soil, we need to do the same 

with our lives. We have to wait for the early and 

late rains to come, properly tend to our gardens, 

and ensure that the rich nutrients of God’s 

merciful and tender presence continue to enrich 

us. God is not done. God has only just begun his 

work in us.  

We cannot allow life to hold us captive. The 

systems, agendas, protocols, regulations, 

expectations, and unfinished business can distract 

us from what it means to be God’s child. Life can 

leave us feeling cheated, negative, and parched. 

All times and seasons of our spiritual and 

liturgical lives lead us to three virtues: faith, hope 

and love. Stop complaining about what is wrong 

and look to what God can make right! Joy that 

flows from the Baptist’s message: in Jesus, the 

one mightier than he, are found healing, 

reconciliation, and freedom. Christ will save us 

from life’s distortions, illusions, and 

disappointments. Do you believe this?                ©LPi 

            



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Have you ever gone somewhere, or met someone and instantly thought 

to yourself, that place or that person was special?  That is how I would 

describe the members of our senior class.  I am not saying this just 

because they won the State Volleyball and State Football 

Championships and also did awesome in Cross Country, I am saying 

this because there is more to this class than just athletic talent.   I 

taught some of them when they were 5th Grade CCD students and they 

were special back then. They will always stand out as the best class I 

have ever taught.  They were always kind, caring, considerate, 

humble, and most importantly full of faith.  I would like to share a few 

stories about some of them.  

Since I started teaching CCD, which was 30 some years ago, I begin 

class with an Our Father and then would go around the class to see if 

anyone  had  someone  or some  situation  that they would  like to pray 

for. It never failed that every year someone would want to pray for a dead goldfish or sick dog or cat.  If you know me at all, 

you know I am NOT an animal lover and I believe that some people worry more about animals than they do people.   I do not 

allow them to pray for animals.  When I had the current senior class as 5th graders, they never prayed for anything other than 

people or classmate’s families.  It was something that I had never seen before.  I also had a student that would sometimes become 

a little upset or anxious in class.  I would try to calm him down or explain things to him, but it never seemed to work.  There 

was one student who was so kind and sweet with him, she could always calm him down.  I also happen to know that one of the 

football players was asked to be a secret reader for a second grade student.  He said he couldn’t because he didn’t think he could 

read in front of all those 2nd graders.  The funny thing is he was a BEAST on the football field.  I could go on and on with stories 

about members of this class, but there is not enough room in the bulletin. I just really feel like this is a one-of-a-kind class who 

lives the way God wants us to.  They look out for one another, they respect other people, and they treat others the way they want 

to be treated.  I know they are not perfect, but they sure are great role models for the younger kids.   I wish them all the  Best of 

Luck in their upcoming sports, and I really hope to be watching 

another State Championship in a WARM arena. 

Just one last thing, have you ever seen the quarterback of the State 

Championship team serving Mass the very next morning?  God has 

truly blessed us with some great kids and also some great parents!  

                 -Kathy Pape 



Saint Damasus | December 11 

Saint Damasus served as bishop of Rome for 18 years as Pope Damasus I (366-384). He had to endure 

significant controversy early in his pontifical reign when a factional group of bishops insisted that 

their chosen claimant, Ursinus, was the true pope. Both sides resorted to violence before the issue was 

decided in favor of Damasus. He went on to make the unification of the Church a central focus of his 

papacy and fervently fought to counter any division caused by the many heretical teachings of his 

time.  

While he was pope, Christianity was declared the official religion of the Roman Empire and Rome’s 

authority in the Church was decided by a synod that Damasus called in 382. This synod established 

Rome as the direct descendant of the Church founded by the apostle Saint Peter, the apostolic see, and 

put an end to confusion stemming from Constantinople, which some were already calling ‘The New 

Rome’.  

To further unify the Church, Damasus introduced Latin as the principle liturgical language and 

commissioned his secretary, Saint Jerome, to compile and revise the various translations of the Bible 

into one official translation to be used by the entire Church: The Latin Vulgate. This successfully 

preserved the original Scriptures by making them more accessible to the average Christian.  

A writer and poet himself, Saint Damasus lives on in history through his many epigrams and verse 

inscriptions that can be found on the Roman catacombs that he restored during his papacy.  

Saint Jerome described his friend, Pope Damasus, as being “an incomparable person, learned in the Scriptures, a virgin doctor 

of the virgin Church, who loved chastity and heard its praises with pleasure.”                ©LPi 

For about a month I was consistently feeling annoyed by the people around me. A friend 

challenged me to simply notice my internal judgments against others throughout the day. 

Quickly I “heard” my internal voice saying things like: “He’s so lazy.” “She’s weak and 

self-centered.” “He’s arrogant.” “They are so stupid.” And so on. To have those thoughts 

was one thing. But I was choosing them and quietly agreeing with them. They perhaps 

protected my fragile ego, but it fueled my frustration. My friend invited me to commit to 

refuse to agree with those judgments, and I felt much more at peace.  

The Bible says, “Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not 

be judged.” (James 5:9). That word — “grumble” — beautifully describes what I was 

doing: quietly judging the inner character of people in my life. Of course, we judge actions 

and ideas all the time. So we must. But the grumble-judgment is about persons. It is never 

loving and always isolates and attacks. Happily, we don’t have to waste that precious 

spiritual energy because Jesus alone is the judge of each person.  

New year challenge: This week, I challenge you to do what my friend asked me to do: 

notice your internal judgments about those around you (perhaps also those on tv, social 

media, etc.), and then to refuse to agree with the judgments. Ask Jesus to help you resist 

those unloving judgments. It’s not easy, but you’ll be amazed at the peace that comes 

when Jesus liberates you from grumble-judgments.         - Father John Muir @LPi 
 

   

December 13 



Christmas Cards 
Would be welcomed by former Holy Redeemer pastors and 
parishioners who are at Senior Living Facilities: 
Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, Diocese of Joliet, 
 16555 Weber Rd., Crest Hill, IL 60403 
Rev. Thomas Mannebach, St. Ignatius of Loyola Church, 5222 

North Bend Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45247 
Rev. Thomas Dorn, St. Thomas More Church, 800 Ohio Pike, 

Withamsville, OH 45245 
Rev. Ron Wilker, St. Charles Center, 2860 US-127, 

Carthagena, OH 45822 
Mrs. Irene Mowen is at Briarwood Village, 100 Don Desch 

Dr, Coldwater, OH 45828 
Mr. & Mrs. Don & Verena Evers, Mr. Carl Hoehne, Mrs. 

Yolanda Schmiesing, Mrs. Margaret Siefried, and Mrs. 
Mary Wissman are at Elmwood Assisted Living, 711 S. 
Walnut, New Bremen 

Sr. Barbara Ann Hoying is at Otterbein SeniorLife 
Community, 11230 SR-364, St. Marys, OH 45885  

If anyone knows of someone else, please contact the office. 
 

The following are offered at the Shrine of the 

Holy Relics, 2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein.  

For more information or to register, contact 

Susie Bergman by email at 

s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org or 419-925-

4532 or visit www.mariasteinshrine.org. 

November 25 - January 8. | Nativities from around the 

world  
 

GRIEFSHARE SUPPORT GROUP—The 

Marion Catholic Community will be offering 

GriefShare Sessions to the local communities. 

The program consists of 13 weekly DVD 

sessions for people grieving the loss of someone 

close. It’s a place where you can be around 

people who understand how you are feeling and 

are able to offer you encouragement. The DVD 

seminars are combined with support group 

discussion of the material presented during the 

DVD. The sessions will be held in the Precious 

Blood Church basement, 35 S. Maple St., 

Chickasaw, every Tuesday, January 10 through 

April 4, 7 to 8:30 p.m. All materials are donated 

by Hogenkamp Funeral Homes. For more 

information or to register, contact Herb Wilker 

by email hiwilker@mercy.com or by phone at 

419-953-5398.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

The next BOOK CLUB will be Tuesday, 

December 13, at 6:45 p.m.  The book 

selection for this month is “Pope Francis: 

Why He Leads The Way He Leads” by 

Chris Lowney.  A brief description: Pope 

Francis has captured the world’s attention 

with his seemingly counterintuitive 

approach to leadership.  In Pope Francis: 

Why He Leads The Way He Leads, best-

selling author and former Jesuit seminarian 

Chris Lowney offers an in-depth look at  

how Pope Francis’s Jesuit training has directly impacted his 

various leadership roles he has held as priest, bishop, cardinal, 

and now Pope and what it suggests about how he might lead in 

the future.  Come join the discussion.  All are welcome! 
 

mailto:s.bergman@mariasteinshrine.org
http://www.mariasteinshrine.org/


EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognizing God in Your Ordinary Moments 
I don’t have anything left to give. 

You can’t pour from an empty cup. 

All I do is give. Who is giving to me? 

Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run through your head. I’m sure they occur to all of us from time to time. We can 

become so easily depleted by the fast pace of life and whatever vocation God has called us to, whether that’s parenthood, a 

demanding professional career or the caretaking of friends and family (or as so often happens, a hybrid of all three). Many of 

us also undergo certain seasons — seasons of the year, but also seasons of life — that seem to sap us of energy and leave us 

totally empty.  

In these times, it seems impossible to continue in the spirituality of Everyday Stewardship. Graciousness, mindfulness, 

prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability — maintaining some semblance of these characteristics in our daily life feels not only 

overly optimistic, but totally impossible. 

The Church gives us certain liturgical seasons that are meant to fill us up, almost like spiritual pit stops. Advent is one such 

season, and the Scriptural passages we reflect on at Mass during these four weeks are filled with images of nature defied. We 

see the dry steppe blooming. We see the weak made firm. We see the frightened made strong. We see the lame walk. We see 

the Virgin give birth. 

If you think you don’t have anything left to give this Advent, think again. This is the season of miracles when what we thought 

was depleted brings new life.      - Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS    ©LPi 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULES – December 12 to December 18 
 

 
Mon, Dec 12 

7:00 PM 
Tue, Dec 13 

7:30 AM 
Wed, Dec 14 

12:05 PM 
Sat, Dec 17 

4:30 PM 
Sun, Dec 18 

10:00 AM 

A/V      Kyle Elking 

Collection 
Counter 

    Jason Dicke 
Brenda Kuck 
Jim Wellman 

Coordinator    Susan McDaniel Mark Francis 

EMHC 

Mark Francis 
Dot Schwartz 

Rita Niekamp 
Larry Topp 

Shirley Elking 
Larry Topp 

Scott Bertke 
Rita Niekamp 
Bob Niekamp 
Megan Reinhart 
Nancy Riethman 
Laura Steineman 
Adam Topp 
Lillian Wilson 
NOT FILLED 

Molly Dues 
Jason Garman 
Cheryl Kuck 
Valerie Mumaw 
Lora Rutschilling 
Roger Rutschilling 
Angela Shaw 
Martha Subler 
NOT FILLED 

Lector  
Jenny Niekamp Gwen Staton Kathy Pape Steve Bertke 

Rodney Bertke  
Pam Kaiser  
Erin Niekamp  

Music    Ensemble Choir 

Rosary 
Diane Naseman Rita Kramer 

Kaye Wint 
Jennifer Sailer Bert McDermitt Joe & Rene Lochtefeld 

Server 
Ava Niekamp 
Tate Niekamp 

  Sarah Dwenger 
Julia Tangeman 
Aaron Thieman 

Luke Garman 
Vivienne Mumaw 
Austin Mumaw 

Usher 

   Rod Brandt 
Steve Dwenger 
Robert Parker 
Bill Schemmel 

Matt Campbell 
John Clune 
Joel Niekamp 
Dave Steineman 

 

 
Elmwood 

Fri, Dec 16, 1:30PM 

Elmwood 

Sun, Dec 18, 9:30AM 

Homebound 

Sun, Dec 11, 11:00AM 

 Marilyn Nerderman Susan Kramer & Caron Turner Jennifer Sailer 
  

“Where there is no love, pour love in, and you will draw love out”  
– St. John of the Cross 



A: A famous coach once said that when the team is in 

trouble and things aren’t going well, go back to the 

basics; when the team is winning and things are going 

well, go back to the basics! Any renewal program, 

faith development, or spiritual growth effort has to 

start with the basic core of what it means to believe. 

If the foundation is not strong, the house will not 

stand. So if you work on one thing, begin with the idea 

that God is love, who loves us and calls us to love one 

another. If we really take that belief to heart, it 

changes how we see God, ourselves, and one another. 

It would change how we pray, how we treat others, 

and how we understand and live our own life. Our 

sense of mission and purpose will be more focused on 

God’s plan and our role in it. Love is the core of faith, 

the goal of life, and the hope of heaven. Whatever we 

do to strengthen and deepen our faith will begin and 

end with love.               ©LPi 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
  
 

 
 
 

Mon, Dec 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe 

7:00 pm Zoe Lane 

Robert Clune 

Tue, Dec 13: St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 

7:30 am Voskuhl-Ziegenbusch Families 

Walter & Joanne Vondenhuevel 

Verena Langenkamp 

Wed, Dec 14: St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of 

the Church 

12:05 pm Werner Prenger 

Sat, Dec 17: Vigil for Fourth Sunday of Advent 

4:30 pm Joe Eilerman 

Phil Monnin 

Shirley Balster 

Sun, Dec 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   10:00 am Bill Moore 

 Nick Kleinheinz 

Linda Lochtefeld 

Our Gift in Response to God’s Gift 

Date Budget* Total Over/(Under) Count 

12/4 $7,870.21 $4,008.00 $(3,862.21) 936 
12/6 December ACH $9,788.00  

 November **  
 $41,153.84 $36,135.52 $(5,018.32)  

 YTD (Jul-Nov) ***  
 $226,346.70 $187,198.89 $(39,147.81)  
* Weekly contribution budget is only weekly collection (envelopes & office). 

** Monthly includes weekly collections, Give+, & monthly electronic giving. 
*** YTD includes weekly, electronic, and special collections 

Weekly budget adjusted for new yearly budgets beginning in July. 

Activities & Events – December 12 to December 18 

Mon 7:00 pm Serra Club – Conference Room 

 4-5:30 pm Reconciliation (4 priests) 

 7:30-9 pm Reconciliation (4 priests) 

Tue 8am-9pm Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

 6:45 pm Book Club – Conference Room 

Wed 4:15-5-15p CCD Grades 1-6, Session A 

 5:30-6:30p CCD Grades 1-6, Session B 

 6:45-7:45p CCD Grades 7-8  

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

 8:00-9:00 CCD Grades 9-12 

Sat 8:00 am Rosary for our Nation 

 4:30 pm Rite of Welcome (RCIA) during Mass 

Sun 10:00 am Baptism: Jaxton Lloyd Heaton, son of 

Cody & Natasha (Schneider) Heaton 

 

Q: What would be one thing we could change that would 
have the greatest impact on our faith? 

Q: Why did Mary and Joseph travel to a distant 

town before Jesus was born?  

 

      A: It was required for the Roman census 


