
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

December 10-11, 2022: Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Readings: Isaiah 35:1–6, 10; Psalm 146:6–10; James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11 
 

Reflection: John questions Jesus from prison in today’s Gospel—for his disciples’ sake and for ours. He knows that 

Jesus is doing “the works of the Messiah,” foretold in today’s First Reading and Psalm. But John wants his 

disciples—and us—to know that the Judge is at the gate, that in Jesus our God has come to save us. The Liturgy of 

Advent takes us out into the desert to see and hear the marvelous works and words of God—the lame leaping like a 

stag, the dead raised, the good news preached to the poor (see Isaiah 29:18–20; 61:1–2). The Liturgy does this to 

give us courage, to strengthen our feeble hands and make firm our weak knees. Our hearts can easily become 

frightened and weighed down by the hardships we face. We can lose patience in our sufferings as we await the 

coming of the Lord. As James advises in today’s Epistle, we should take as our example the prophets who spoke in 

the name of the Lord. Jesus also points us to a prophet—holding up John as a model. John knew that life was more 

than food, the body more than clothing. He sought the kingdom of God first, confident that God would provide 

(see Matthew 6:25–34). John did not complain. He did not lose faith. Even in chains in his prison cell, he was still 

sending his disciples—and us—to our Savior. We come to Him again now in the Eucharist. Already He has caused 

the desert to bloom, the burning sands to become springs of living water. He has opened our ears to hear the words 

of the sacred book, freed our tongue to fill the air with songs of thanksgiving (see Isaiah 30:18). Once bowed down, 

captives to sin and death, we have been ransomed and returned to His Kingdom, crowned with everlasting joy. 

Raised up, we now stand before His altar to meet the One who is to come: “Here is your God.” 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Third Sunday of Advent. Let us begin by praying to Our Lady for hope 

in times of discouragement. 
 

Holy Mary, loving mother and heavenly guide, be present to me now and let me know 

your compassion and kindness. Pray for me to your Divine Son, that I may experience 

calmness, tranquility, and peace in all my emotions. Help me to grow in faith and love. 

Protect me from all that displeases God, and obtain for me serenity of mind, body, and 

spirit. I place my trust and confidence in you, dear Blessed Mother, and I pray that 

God’s blessings of mercy, grace, and gentle goodness will bring happiness to my life, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Leader: All of us have experienced discouragement and disappointment some time in our lives. What are some things 

you do when you are feeling discouraged to help get yourself out of the slump? On this Third Sunday of Advent, let 

us consider how Jesus’s answer to John’s question, “Are you the one, the Messiah?” can bring us encouragement 

and increase our faith. Reflect on these questions as we watch this week’s video. 
 

FORMED.org: Opening the Word – Third Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

 

 

 

  

Prayer: Picture yourself as one of John’s disciples. John has sent you out to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is 

to come, or should we look for another?” What kind of answer are you expecting? How do you feel when Jesus 

says to you, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.” How do you 

feel about going back with that answer? How do you think John is going to respond? Now ask God to show you 

how Jesus’s answer can make a difference in the way you think about Jesus. 
 

Resolution: Ask the Lord to show you areas in which you might be blind, unclean, deaf, or dead. As you gain 

insights, write them in your journal and pray that these areas be healed. 
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FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 ~ 

The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and bloom. They will 

bloom with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful song. The glory of Lebanon will 

be given to them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the 

LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the 

knees that are weak, say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here 

is your God, he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save you. 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the 

lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing. Those whom the LORD has 

ransomed will return and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy; they will 

meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning will flee. 
The 3rd Sunday of Advent is known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’ because a joyful first reading always points to the 

joy of Christmas about to arrive. The Prophet Isaiah has images of people being returned home. Isaiah 35 

paints a picture of exiles being returned back to Jerusalem. But they were a little scared of all the hard work 

ahead of rebuilding homes, growing crops.  

 Do you look into the future feeling afraid? Have you been able to see parched land this year change to 

abundant flowers? 

God ‘saving’ his people is prophesied to take place with wonderful signs. The blind see, deaf hear, lame leap, 

mutes sing.  

 Can you imagine these are the most life changing events that could take place for someone? What would 

need to happen to cause you to leap and shout for joy? Does Jesus bring this experience into your life? 

How? Why not?  

 There are many tragedies in our world. How do you live in the hope and joy of Christs return in glory, 

while sharing care & solidarity for the suffering? 

 

SECOND READING ~ James 5:7-10 ~ 

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 

Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 

the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 

and the late rains. You too must be patient. Make your 

hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one another,  

that you may not be judged. Behold, the Judge is 

standing before the gates. Take as an example of 

hardship and patience, brothers and sisters, the prophets 

who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Patience is needed when you wait for someone or something that does 

not come at the expected time. You quickly realize you need to hold on to 

a positive attitude or frustration even anger will creep in. Trusting in the 

faithfulness of a friend, or remembering their strong relationship with 

you, allows you to endure the hardship and maintain hope that they will 

arrive.  

 Can you remember an experience of waiting for a friend to arrive? 

What happened? In your life what gives you confidence and trust in God? 

What does God’s future coming mean for you?  



GOSPEL ~ Matthew 11:2-11 ~ 

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples 

to Jesus with this question, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for 

another?” Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 

blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. And blessed is the one 

who takes no offense at me.” As they were going off, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

about John, “What did you go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 

Then what did you go out to see? Someone dressed in fine clothing? Those who wear 

fine clothing are in royal palaces. Then why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I 

tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: Behold, I 

am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way before you. Amen, 

I say to you, among those born of women there has been none greater than John the 

Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
John the Baptist has a special friendship with Jesus. Yet, John is confused. Jesus is not fighting the military 

powers of Rome. And certainly not breaking John out of his imprisonment. He asks painfully: ‘Are you really 

the one we are waiting for’? Jesus refers to the prophesy above of Isaiah. Special signs are being shown but 

they are different from what people wanted or expected.  

 Do you sit back waiting for God or get involved in completing the work of God... helping people regain 

their life, sight, walk, cleanse people’s lives of a leprous state? Stand by or Stand in for God? 

When people were normally expected to go to the Temple, many walked in another direction out to the desert 

to hear a different message.  

 How could you prepare for Jesus at Christmas differently than you have ever done before? Reconciliation? 

Shopping? Fasting? Slowing down? Sharing with your children? 

 

 

 

MEDITATION 

Why did Jesus praise John the Baptist as the greatest person born of a woman and then 

in the same breath say that those who enter God's kingdom will be greater than John 

(Matthew 11:11)? John is the last and greatest of the prophets of the old covenant. He 

fulfilled the essential task of all the prophets - to be fingers pointing to Jesus Christ, 

God's Anointed Son and Messiah. John prepared the way for the Messiah and he pointed 

others to Jesus the Messiah at the River Jordan when he exclaimed, Behold the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29) 

John saw from a distant what Jesus would accomplish through his death on the cross - 

our redemption from bondage to sin and death and our adoption as sons and daughters 

of God and citizens of the kingdom of heaven. When King Herod tried to silence John 

by throwing him into prison, John sent his disciples to Jesus after John had heard the 

reports about Jesus performing signs and wonders and speaking to people about the 

coming of God's kingdom. John wanted his disciples to hear and see firsthand what 

Jesus was doing to bring the kingdom of God to those who were receptive and ready to 

receive his message. 



Jesus confirmed for John that the miracles and healings which he performed were in 

direct fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies announced by Isaiah some 700 years 

previously. Isaiah had prophesied that when the Messiah would come to save his people 

he would "open the eyes of the blind and the ears of the deaf, the lame would leap, and 

the tongue of the dumb sing for joy" (Isaiah 35:5). Jesus' miracles are a demonstration 

of the power of God's kingdom at work in the midst of his people. When God acts to 

save his people he turns their sorrow and weeping into joy and singing, and their fear 

and weakness into strength and hope. 

When Jesus had answered the disciples of John, he in turn asked them a question: "Why 

did you go out in the wilderness to see John the Baptist?" "Did you go because you 

were hungry for the word of the Lord?" Jesus said that John was more than a spokesman 

for God. John was the faithful witness and friend of the bridegroom who pointed others 

to the coming of the Messiah in their midst. Jesus contrasted John with the image of a 

reed shaken by the wind. Unlike a reed which is weak and spineless and can be easily 

crushed or bruised, John stood as a pillar of strength and truth in the face of opposition 

and persecution. No demonic force could weaken or crush John in his unswerving trust 

in God and his word. 

Jesus knew that what the Father in heaven had sent him to accomplish for our sake 

would supersede all that the prophets had done and foreseen in the past. Jesus' atoning 

death on the cross cancels the debt of our sins and sets us free to live as citizens of his 

kingdom. He gives us pardon, healing, and abundant life through his Holy Spirit, and 

the promise of unending joy with him in his everlasting kingdom. 

John the Baptist paid the ultimate sacrifice of his life for speaking God's word and 

preparing the way for Jesus the Lord and Savior of the world. The Lord Jesus offers us 

the same assurance of faith and the strength to stand against every force that would try 

to rob us of our conviction and courage to live and proclaim the good news (the Gospel) 

of God's kingdom.  
 Do you know the joy, strength, and power which Jesus gives to everyone who puts their trust in him and 

the power of the Holy Spirit? How am I being called to proclaim the good news? 

 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord Jesus, strengthen my trust in your word and my hope in the saving power 

of your kingdom. Free me from everything that would hold me back from pursuing 

your kingdom and your will for my life. Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 
[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

 [Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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