
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

December 24-25, 2022: The Nativity of the Lord (Mass during the night) 
 

Readings: Isaiah 52:7–10; Psalms 98:1–6; Hebrews 1:1–6; John 1:1–18 
 

Reflection: The Church’s Liturgy rings in Christmas with a joyful noise. We hear today of uplifted voices, trumpets 

and horns, and melodies of praise. In the First Reading, Isaiah foretells Israel’s liberation from captivity and exile 

in Babylon. He envisions a triumphant homecoming to Zion marked by joyful singing. The new song in today’s Psalm 

is a victory hymn to the marvelous deeds done by our God and King. Both the prophet and psalmist sing of God’s 

power and salvation. God has shown the might of His holy arm, they say. This language recalls the Exodus, where 

the people first sang of God’s powerful arm that shattered Israel’s enemy, Egypt (see Exodus 15:1, 6, 16). The 

coming of the Christ child into the world fulfills all that the Exodus and the return from exile prefigured. In Jesus, 

all nations to the ends of the earth will see the victory of God over the forces of sin and death. Jesus is the new king. 

He is the royal firstborn son and Son of God promised to David, as we hear in today’s Epistle (see Psalms 2:7; 2 

Samuel 7:14). And as our Gospel reveals, He is the Word of God, the one through whom the universe was created, 

the one through whom the universe is sustained. In speaking to us through His Son, God has unveiled a new age, the 

last days. The new age is a new creation. In the beginning, God spoke His Word and light shone in the darkness. 

Now, in this new age, He sends us the true light to scatter the darkness of a world that has exiled itself from God. 

He is the one Isaiah foretold—who brings good tidings of peace and salvation, who announces to the world that God 

has come to dwell and to reign (see Revelation 21:3–4). So we sing a new song on Christmas. It is the song of those 

who have believed in the Christ child and have been born again—who have by grace been given the power to become 

children of God. 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Nativity of the Lord, Christmas. Let us begin by praying from a traditional 

prayer to Mary, The Memorare. 
 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who 

fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was left unaided. 

Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do 

I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate. 

despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 

 
Leader: Today’s readings center around God’s loving plan, which begins “in the beginning” and results in the birth 

of the divine Savior – the Word made flesh, God dwelling with us. It can be very comforting to be reminded that 

God always has a plan. What are some ways that you have seen God’s plan unfolding in your own life? Is there some 

area of your life where you need the extra hope that comes from knowing that God is in control? Let’s watch the 

video and look at how today’s Gospel reading relates to Christmas and how it can help us to experience greater joy 

in this season. 
 

FORMED.org: Opening the Word – the Nativity of the Lord (Year A) 

 

 

 

  

Prayer: Picture the newborn Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in the manger. Now consider the 

proclamation that today’s Gospel makes about this infant: He has always been and always will be, through Him 

everything was created, He is the light of the world, He saves us and makes us children of God, He reveals the 

full glory of the Father, He is God. What are you not entrusting to Him completely? Where do you need to 

surrender more fully to His plan? Offer these things to Him. 
 

Resolution: We live in a busy world filled with noise and chaos. Ask God how He wants to help you find the 

quiet and peace to be present with Him, the Word made flesh, dwelling among us. What is one concrete thing 

you can do each day this week to spend time with the babe in the manger? 
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https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%202.7
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FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 9:1-6 ~ 

The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; 

upon those who dwelt in the land 

of gloom a light has shone. You 

have brought them abundant joy 

and great rejoicing, as they rejoice 

before you as at the harvest, as 

people make merry when dividing 

spoils. For the yoke that burdened 

them, the pole on their shoulder, 

and the rod of their taskmaster you 

have smashed, a, s on the day of 

Midian. For every boot that 

tramped in battle, every cloak 

rolled in blood, will be burned as 

fuel for flames. For a child is born 

to us, a son is given us; upon his 

shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-

Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from David’s 

throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice, 

both now and forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 
The first reading is a prophecy of Isaiah of war ended, a great leader arising from the family line of King 

David to bring judgment and justice. Reflect on the images. Walking in darkness then seeing a great light. 

Going out to pick fruits and produce of the earth and to know your family will be fed with plenty of food. Relief 

that war has ended and your community and family can now live in safety. Slave tasks of carrying heavy loads 

has ended. All the evidence and bloodshed of war being removed and burned.  

 How has Jesus’ birth done this? What is the link between Jesus’ birth and death? Instead of military might 

to change the world, what does Jesus offer? 

 

SECOND READING ~ Titus 2:11-14 ~ 

Beloved: 

The grace of God has appeared, saving all and training us to reject godless ways and 

worldly desires and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, as we await 

the blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of our great God and savior Jesus 

Christ, who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness  and to cleanse for 

himself a people as his own, eager to do what is good. 
Paul’s letter to Titus reminds us that while we celebrate the birth of Jesus we are still consciously living in 

preparation for his second coming. Christians are called not to retreat from the world but be a ‘sign’ in the 

world.  

 Would someone watching your life notice that you are being ‘trained’, rejecting godless ways and worldly 

desires? Living modestly? Courageous in seeking justice? Devout and prayer-full? Eager and ready to do 

good?  



GOSPEL ~ Luke 2:1-14 ~ 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be 

enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all 

went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from 

the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he 

was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave 

birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds in 

that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel 

of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I 

proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the 

city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 

manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 

praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on 

whom his favor rests.” 
Caesar Augustus was the most powerful person in the world at the time of Jesus’ birth. He was the leader of 

the Roman Empire. The only superpower of the day. He was given the public title ‘Saviour of the World’ as he 

had managed to bring peace after 100 years of unrest. Enrolling people involved taking a census. This often 

meant knowing how many people and how much tax could be charged - to pay for armies and military power! 

Consequently, a census sometimes caused a revolt by citizens. In contrast Luke shares: today in the city of 

David a savior has been born for you who is Christ the Lord, lying in a manger.  

 What do you think Luke is trying to suggest about salvation? 

God’s explosion into human history in the birth of Jesus is not in royal and beautiful surroundings. Christians 

have romanticised his birth considering it a beautiful event. But the reality was uncomfortable straw. In the 

midst of animals. Not accepted by his own people in the town of Bethlehem. On the outside of town. On the 

margins among people on the margins (Shepherds were considered dirty and dishonest!).  

 How does this stretch your attitudes and perceptions of Christmas? Who does God ‘favour’? 

 

                 

MEDITATION 

Why was the Messiah, the long promised Savior from the royal house of David, born 

in obscurity and lowliness in a little town of Bethlehem? In the Roman empire 

censuses were taken every fourteen years for assessing taxation and ascertaining who 

were eligible for compulsory military service. Since Mary and Joseph were both from 

the line of King David, they had to travel eighty miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 

the hometown of David and his ancestors. This was a most inconvenient time and a 

physical ordeal for Mary since her baby was due any day now! And as luck would 

have it, Bethlehem was overcrowded. They had to settle for the most primitive of 

accommodations - a cave in the hillside which was used as a stall for animals. 

Why would the Messiah choose to be born in such pitiable conditions and in total 

obscurity? God's ways are different from our ways. He, the Most Exalted One, 

         



condescends for the sake of the lowly and the oppressed. The Lord descended not in 

pomp and majesty befitting a King, but in meekness and lowliness to show us the 

way of perfect love. The only room used as a throne for Jesus was the cross he came 

to bear for our sins. In Jesus lowly birth we see the foreshadowing of the greatest 

sacrifice God would make for our sake when his only begotten Son willingly 

embraced the crown of thorns and death on the cross for our salvation. 

We also join with the angelic choirs of heaven when we glorify God and give him 

thanks for the gift of his Son who became our redeemer. 

Why was it necessary that God's only begotten Son, the Word of God, become flesh 

(cf. John 1)? The Word became flesh for us in order to save us by reconciling us with 

God our Father. God loved us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins (1 John 

4:10). The Father sent his Son as the Savior of the world (1 John 4:14). The Word 

appeared to take away sins (1 John 3:5). The Word became flesh that we might know 

and experience the love of God. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God 

sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him (1 John 4:9). For 

God so loved the world that he gave us his only Son that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

There is a great paradox in the mystery of the Incarnation, the Son of God taking on 

human flesh that we might be clothed in his divinity. Scripture says "he became poor 

that we might become rich" (2 Corinthians 8:9) - rich not in material things which 

pass away, but rich in the things that last - eternal life and happiness with the Triune 

God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Incarnation is the mystery of this wonderful 

exchange: "O marvelous exchange! Man's Creator has become man, born of the 

Virgin. We have been made sharers in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to 

share our humanity." (Antiphon I of Evening Prayer for January 1st) 
 Why did the angels announce the birth of the new-born King of Israel to shepherds, rather than to the 

Jewish populace at large, or to the leaders of Israel? 

 Why do you think it was necessary that God’s only begotten Son, the Word of God, become flesh? 

 How has your Advent helped you prepare for the coming of Christ this Christmas?  Will Christ find a warm 

welcome in your home and heart? 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord our God, with the birth of your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, your glory breaks 

on the world. As we celebrate his first coming, give us a foretaste of the joy that you 

will grant us when the fullness of his glory has filled the earth. Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections ] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 
[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 

 

https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections
http://www.maristlaitynz.org/
http://www.livingtheword.org.nz/
https://dailyscripture.net/
mailto:dailyscripture@servantsoftheword.org

