
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

December 3-4, 2022: Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Readings: Isaiah 11:1–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 12–13, 17; Romans 15:4–9; Matthew 3:1–12 
 

Reflection: “The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” John proclaims. And the Liturgy today paints us a vivid portrait of 

our new king and the shape of the kingdom He has come to bring. The Lord whom John prepares the way for in 

today’s Gospel is the righteous king prophesied in today’s First Reading and Psalm. He is the king’s son, the son of 

David—a shoot from the root of Jesse, David’s father (see Ruth 4:17). He will be the Messiah, anointed with the 

Holy Spirit (see 2 Samuel 23:1; 1 Kings 1:39; Psalm 2:2), endowed with the seven gifts of the Spirit—wisdom, 

understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord. He will rule with justice, saving the poor 

from the ruthless and wicked. His rule will be not only over Israel—but will extend from sea to sea, to the ends of 

the earth. He will be a light, a signal to all nations. And they will seek Him and pay Him homage. In Him, all the 

tribes of the earth will find blessing. The covenant promise to Abraham (see Genesis 12:3), renewed in God’s oath 

to David (see Psalm 89:4,28), will be fulfilled in His dynasty. And His name will be blessed forever. In Christ, God 

confirms His oath to Israel’s patriarchs, Paul tells us in today’s Epistle. But no longer are God’s promises reserved 

solely for the children of Abraham. The Gentiles, too, will glorify God for His mercy. Once strangers, in Christ they 

will be included in “the covenants of promise” (see Ephesians 2:12). John delivers this same message in the Gospel. 

Once God’s chosen people were hewn from the rock of Abraham (see Isaiah 51:1–2). Now, God will raise up living 

stones (see 1 Peter 2:5)—children of Abraham born not of flesh and blood but of the Spirit. This is the meaning of 

the fiery baptism He brings—making us royal heirs of the kingdom of heaven, the Church. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the second Sunday of Advent. Let us begin by praying in the words of Pope 

Benedict XVI. 
 

Come Jesus; come, give strength to the light and to the good; come where dishonesty, 

ignorance of God, violence and injustice dominate; come, Lord Jesus, give strength to 

the good in the world and help us to be bearers of your light, workers of peace, witnesses 

of truth. Come Lord Jesus! (Pope Benedict XVI, December 3, 2008) 
 

Leader: Today’s Gospel introduces one of the main themes of Advent: the need for repentance as we prepare for the 

coming of the Lord. In former times, people wore sackcloth and ashes as a sign of their repentance.  On this Second 

Sunday of Advent, let us consider how the message of John the Baptist calling for repentance is an essential part of 

our lives as Christians. As you watch this short video, think about how God has called you to enter into a new 

relationship with him. 
 

FORMED.org: Opening the Word – Second Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

 

 

 

  

Prayer: Imagine that you are 

standing on the banks of the 

Jordan River listening to John 

the Baptist. You hear him say, 

“Every tree that does not bear 

good fruit will be cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” What do 

you think as you hear those 

words? What areas of your life 

come to mind where you might 

not be bearing good fruit? 
 

Resolution: What is one thing—

one “good fruit”—that you could 

do this week that would show 

your sincere desire to repent? 
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FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 11:1-10 ~ 

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall 

blossom. The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of 

understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of 

the LORD, and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. Not by appearance shall he 

judge, nor by hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with justice, and 

decide aright for the land’s afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band 

around his waist, and faithfulness a belt upon his hips. Then the wolf shall be a guest 

of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the young lion 

shall browse together, with a little child to guide them. The cow and the bear shall be 

neighbors, together their young shall rest; the lion shall eat hay like the ox. The baby 

shall play by the cobra’s den, and the child lay his hand on the adder’s lair. There shall 

be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be filled with knowledge 

of the LORD, as water covers the sea. On that day, the root of Jesse, set up as a signal 

for the nations, the Gentiles shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be glorious. 
The 2nd Sunday of Advent points to a promised leader (Christ) with the ‘spirit of the Lord’ resting on him. 

Again we are reminded of a difference between Advent and Christmas. Advent is preparing for a second coming 

‘presence’, Christmas is celebrating the first coming with ‘presents’.  

 As we seek to prepare our lives, what would it mean for you to ‘judge the poor with justice’? Do you 

recognize your brother / sister? Is there any charity or need you could donate to or get involved with this 

advent? 

A wolf living with a lamb, a panther and a goat lying down together, a calf and lion feeding together, a cow 

friends with a bear symbolize a reconciled and repaired world. This vision sees the country Israel full with the 

knowledge of God. It will be like a light for all nations.  

 Replacing Israel with your local parish family, your own home, how can you seek healing of broken 

friendships? Reconciliation with an enemy? How could you make your home be a light this Christmas? 

 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ Romans 15:4-9 ~ 

Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written previously was written for our 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and 

encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ 

Jesus, that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory 

of God. For I say that Christ became a minister of the circumcised to show God’s 

truthfulness, to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but so that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: Therefore, I will praise you among the 

Gentiles and sing praises to your name.  
As the end of the year approaches we are encouraged to give Glory to God by welcoming each other as Christ 

has embraced us.  

 Consider someone who you ‘refuse to give up on’. What is an attitude and action you will continue to show 

them? 



GOSPEL ~ Matthew 3:1-12 ~ 

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand!” It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when 

he said: A voice of one crying out in the desert, Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight his paths. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair and had a leather belt around 

his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and 

the whole region around the Jordan were going out to him and were being baptized by 

him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. When he saw many of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit as evidence of 

your repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

father.’ For I tell you, God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. Even 

now the axe lies at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear good 

fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I am baptizing you with water, for 

repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to 

carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan 

is in his hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but 

the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
To announce a figure of such great importance requires a voice to cry out and proclaim the arrival. This is the 

role of John the Baptist. Significantly, John does this at the Jordan River (at the same crossing point Israel left 

the desert and entered the Promised Land). The scriptures are trying to teach us ‘a new rescuing’ by God is 

taking place. A ‘washing’ and ‘confessing of sins’ began a process of returning to God. People left Jerusalem 

and walked over a day's journey to meet and listen to John.  

 What journey will you undertake to draw closer to God this advent? Would you like to celebrate the 

forgiveness of sins in the Sacrament of Reconciliation? How could you celebrate this personally and 

deeply?  

The preparation of a straight road or a royal highway was known to happen in ancient times when a very 

special person was to visit. Physically, valleys were filled and hills were lowered to make the way smooth and 

easy. And it was done at great expense!  

 As Advent invites us to make a clear pathway for the Lord, what roadblocks, ditches, hills require the 

earthmoving equipment of prayer, spiritual direction, reconciliation? 

Have you ever thought in a relationship with a friend or family member that ‘actions speak louder than words’? 

The Gospel shares with us that we cannot presume to rely on Abraham / Baptism (words alone for salvation). 

If you fail to produce good fruit you will be cut down and thrown on the fire.  

 How could your life show the good fruit of ‘justice’?  

 

MEDITATION 

The prophet Isaiah foresaw the day when God would raise up a Messianic King long after 

King David's throne had been overthrown and vacant for centuries. God promised that he 

would raise up a new king from the stump of Jesse, the father of King David (Isaiah 11:1). 

This messianic king would rule forever because the Spirit of God would rest upon him and 

remain with him (Isaiah 11:2). 

Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be equipped with the gifts of the Spirit - with 

wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2). This 

king would establish the kingdom of God, not by force of human will and military power, 

but by offering his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world. Through his death on 



the cross, Jesus, the true Messiah King, would defeat Satan, overcome death, and win 

pardon and reconciliation for sinners. God's plan of redemption included not only the 

Jewish people but all the nations of the earth as well. Through his death and resurrection 

Jesus makes us citizens of heaven and friends of God. The Lord Jesus wants us to live in 

joyful hope and confident expectation that he will come again to fully establish his kingdom 

of righteousness and peace. 

John the Baptist's life was fueled by one burning passion - to point others to Jesus Christ 

and to the coming of his kingdom. Scripture tells us that John was filled with the Holy Spirit 

even from his mother's womb (Luke 1:15, 41) by Christ himself, whom Mary had just 

conceived by the Holy Spirit. When Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth John leapt in her 

womb as they were filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:41). Like the prophets of the Old 

Testament, John devoted his entire life to prayer and the word of God. He was led by the 

Holy Spirit into the wilderness where he was tested and grew in the word of God. John's 

clothing was reminiscent of the prophet Elijah (see Kings 1:8). The Holy Spirit prepared 

John for the mission entrusted to him as forerunner of the Messiah, Jesus Christ - the Word 

of God who became man for our salvation (John 1:1,14). John pointed to Jesus as the Lamb 

of God who would take away the sins of the world by offering his life on the cross as the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins and the sin of the world (John 1:29). 

John broke the prophetic silence of the previous centuries when he began to speak the word 

of God to the people of Israel. His message was similar to the message of the Old 

Testament prophets who chided the people of God for their unfaithfulness and who tried to 

awaken true repentance in them. Among a people unconcerned with the things of God, it 

was his work to awaken their interest, unsettle them from their complacency, and arouse in 

them enough good will to recognize and receive Christ when he came.  

John's baptism was for repentance - turning away from sin and taking on a new way of life 

according to God's word. Our baptism in Jesus Christ by water and the Spirit results in a 

new birth and entry into God's kingdom as his beloved sons and daughters (John 3:5). The 

Lord Jesus gives us the fire of his Spirit so that we may radiate the joy and truth of the 

Gospel to a world in desperate need of God's light and truth. His word has power to change 

and transform our lives that we may be lights pointing others to Christ. Like John the 

Baptist, we too are called to give testimony to the light and truth of Jesus Christ.  
 Do you point others to Christ in the way you live, work, and speak? 

 Are you eager to hear God's word and to be changed by it through the power of the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 

ALL: Lord, let your light burn brightly in my heart that I may know the joy and freedom 

of your kingdom. Fill me with your Holy Spirit and empower me to witness the truth 

of your Gospel and to point others to Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 
[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

 [Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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