
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

January 14-15, 2023: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Isaiah 49:3, 5–6; Psalm 40:2, 4, 7–10; 1 Corinthians 1:1–3; John 1:29–34 
 

Reflection: Jesus speaks through the prophet Isaiah in 

today’s First Reading. He tells us of the mission given to 

Him by the Father from the womb: “‘You are My servant,’ 

He said to Me.” Servant and Son, our Lord was sent to lead 

a new exodus—to raise up the exiled tribes of Israel, to 

gather and restore them to God. More than that, He was to 

be a light to the nations, that God’s salvation may reach to 

the ends of the earth (see Acts 13:46–47). Before the first 

exodus, a lamb was offered in sacrifice and its blood 

painted on the Israelites’ door posts. The blood of the lamb 

identified their homes and the Lord “passed over” these in 

executing judgment on the Egyptians (see Exodus 12:1–

23, 27). In the new exodus, Jesus is the “Lamb of God,” as 

John beholds Him in the Gospel today (see 1 Corinthians 

5:7; 1 Peter 1:18–19). Our Lord sings of this in today’s 

Psalm. He has come, He says, to offer His body to do the 

will of God (see Hebrews 10:3–13). The sacrifices, 

oblations, holocausts, and sin-offerings given after the first 

exodus had no power to take away sins (see Hebrews 

10:4).   They were  meant not  to  save  but  to  teach ( see  

Galatians 3:24 ). In offering these sacrifices, the people were to learn self-sacrifice—that they were made for 

worship, to offer themselves freely to God and to delight in His will. Only Jesus could make that perfect offering of 

Himself. And through His sacrifice, He has given us ears open to obedience and made it possible for us to hear the 

Father’s call to holiness, as Paul says in today’s Epistle. He has made us children of God, baptized in the blood of 

the Lamb (see Revelation 7:14). And we are to join our sacrifice to His, to offer our bodies—our lives—as living 

sacrifices in the spiritual worship of the Mass (see Romans 12:1). 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer: 
 

God the Father, I thank thee for creating me. 

God the Son, I thank thee for redeeming me. 

God the Holy Ghost, I thank thee for sanctifying me; infuse into my thoughts, words 

and actions thy grace, so that they may be supernaturally pleasing to thee and 

supernaturally rewarding to me, forever. 

O Blessed Trinity, abundantly assist me in becoming that which thou intended me to 

become when thou created me, for in that perfection I will give thee the glory thou 

desires of me, and in that perfection I will find my greatest joy in heaven. Amen. 
(Fr. Lucian Pulvermacher, O.F.M. Cap.) 

 

Leader: Today’s Gospel reading sheds light on the meaning of some words we hear every time we go to Mass - 

words we might take for granted or not fully appreciate. Sometimes we hear things so often, we no longer listen to 

what the words really mean. Can you think of some examples of things we say all the time that have lost much of 

their meaning? Reflect on this as we watch this week’s video. 
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FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 ~ 

The LORD said to me: You are my servant, Israel, through whom I show my glory. 

Now the LORD has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb, that Jacob 

may be brought back to him and Israel gathered to him; and I am made glorious in the 

sight of the LORD, and my God is now my strength! It is too little, the LORD says, for 

you to be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the 

earth. 
This Sunday marks the beginning of Ordinary Time. The 
season of Christmas has ended. Isaiah is among the 
group of Jewish exiles who return to Jerusalem (Zion). 
Yet there is continuity with last Sunday's Baptism of the 
Lord through the themes of holiness, servant-hood and 
John the Baptist. Isaiah prophesies a relationship of more 
than a servant. There is deep tenderness in his wording 
that Jacob and Israel be gathered to him. "It is too little 
for you to be a servant" he says. The vision presented is 
far beyond Israel's understanding and stretches us all to 
serve and reveal God's mercy to all nations, all peoples! 
Israel, Christ and the Church are called to be a light to the 
nations that salvation may reach the ends of the earth.  

 As you look at Yourself, the Church and the World, 
what do you see? What do you think is God's vision 
for disciples, the Church, the World? What would it 
mean for parish and family life if we more actively 
embraced this vision of being a light in our 
geographical locations and spheres of influence? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 ~ 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Sosthenes our 

brother, to the church of God that is in Corinth, to you who have been sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be holy, with all those everywhere who call upon the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours. Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Paul and Isaiah call us to relationship with God and remind us that God makes us holy; we are called to see 

ourselves as being sanctified (made holy) in Christ. An object, place or person who has been blessed 

(sanctified) can be described as holy. Our holiness comes from Baptism and anointing in Christ.  

 How do you feel about God seeing you as holy? Are there some ideas about holiness you need to challenge 

to accept how God sees you? Self-condemning thoughts and feeling as if it’s all up to me are common. 

How does this Scripture... challenge such views about ourselves and about Christian holiness?  



GOSPEL ~ John 1:29-34 ~ 

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, ‘A man is coming 

after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.’ I did not know him, but 

the reason why I came baptizing with water was that he might be made known to Israel.” 

John testified further, saying, “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from heaven and 

remain upon him. I did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water 

told me, ‘On whomever you see the Spirit come down and remain, he is the one who 

will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of 

God.” 
The Gospel is from John in a year of Matthew. This suggests we be attentive. John’s account of Jesus' Baptism 

is not connected with forgiveness of sins; its purpose is to reveal Jesus to Israel. John portrays events to excite 

personal testimony about Jesus. Instead of narrating the baptism; he shows its meaning through John the 

Baptist’s testimony; “The reason why I came...was that he [Jesus] might be made known.”  

 What are we asked to learn from John the Baptist? 

The voice from heaven instructs the Baptizer that the one on whom the Spirit descends is the Chosen One; he 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit. The last sentence of today’s Gospel expresses the conviction we are all invited 

to experience after hearing John the Baptist’s “evidence.” Are you able to say, “I have seen for myself...’This 

is God’s chosen One!’ (v 34)” It is that conviction, born not from our own efforts but from embracing the Holy 

Spirit's ongoing grace in our lives, that enables us to recognize ourselves as holy and to be ‘lumen gentium:’ 

light to the nations.  

 Is that conviction rooted firmly in your heart? How does it make you feel? What do you need from God to 

embrace it more fully? 

In v 29 John the Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” The “lamb of 

God” is central in the Mass. Christ, as the sacrifice who reveals God’s love for us, is often symbolized by a 

lamb; a young ram up to a year old. The title may be the victorious apocalyptic lamb who would destroy evil 

in the world (Rev 5-7; 17:14); the paschal lamb, whose blood saved Israel (Exodus 12); and/or the suffering 

servant led like a lamb to the slaughter as a sin-offering (Isaiah 53:7, 10). 

 What image means most to you and why? 

 

  



MEDITATION 
John calls Jesus the Lamb of God and thus signifies Jesus' mission as the One who 

redeems us from our sins. The blood of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12) delivered the 

Israelites in Egypt from slavery and death. The Lord Jesus freely offered up his life for 

us on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 Corinthians 5:7). The blood which 

he poured out for us on the cross cleanses, heals, and frees us from our slavery to sin, 

and from the "wages of sin which is death" (Romans 6:23) and the "destruction of both 

body and soul in hell" (Matthew 10:28). 

It is significant that John was the son of Zachariah, a priest of Israel who participated 

in the daily sacrifice of a lamb in the temple for the sins of the people (Exodus 29). John 

recognized that Jesus was the perfect unblemished lamb offered by the Father in heaven 

as the one and only sacrifice that could cancel the debt of sin, and free us from death 

and the destruction of body and soul in hell. 

When John says he did not know Jesus (John 1:31,33) he was referring to the hidden 

reality of Jesus' divinity. But the Holy Spirit in that hour revealed to John Jesus' true 

nature, such that John bore witness that this is the Son of God. The Holy Spirit makes 

the Lord Jesus Christ known to us through the gift of faith. God gives us his Spirit as 

our helper and guide who opens our hearts and minds to receive and comprehend the 

great mystery and plan of God - to unite all things in his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ 

(Ephesians 1:10). 
 Do you want to grow in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ? Ask the Lord to pour his Holy Spirit upon 

you to deepen your faith, hope, and love for God and for the plan he has for your life. 

 How can we be certain that Jesus is truly the Christ, the Son of the living God? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 
 

ALL: Lord Jesus Christ, fill me with the power of your Holy Spirit and let me grow in 

the knowledge of your great love and truth. Let your Spirit be aflame in my heart that I 

may know and love you more fervently and strive to do your will in all things. Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 

[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 
[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 

Prayer: Imagine you are standing on the banks of the Jordan River, watching John baptize the crowds. All of a 

sudden, you see him looking at a man who is approaching. John cries out, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sins of the world!” What do you think when you hear those words? Now move forward in time and 

imagine that John asks you to follow this man, Jesus, no matter where he goes or what he asks of you. Are you 

ready to make that commitment? Are you ready to follow the Lamb? 
 

Resolution: Do you truly believe that Jesus has come to take your sins away? If there is something in your past for 

which you are ashamed, confess it now, in the silence of your heart, and ask the Lamb to remove it from you. As 

soon as you are able, go to Confession. If nothing immediately comes to mind, spend time in prayer asking the 

Lamb to help protect you from all temptation. 
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