
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

January 21-22, 2023: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Isaiah 8:23–9:3; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13–14; 1 Corinthians 1:10–13, 17; Matthew 4:12–23 
 

Reflection: Today’s Liturgy gives us a lesson in ancient Israelite 

geography and history. Isaiah’s prophecy in today’s First 

Reading is quoted by Matthew in today’s Gospel. Both intend to 

recall the apparent fall of the everlasting kingdom promised to 

David (see 2 Samuel 7:12–13; Psalm 89; Psalm 132:11–12). 

Eight centuries before Christ, that part of the kingdom where the 

tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali lived was attacked by the 

Assyrians, and the tribes were hauled off into captivity (see 2 

Kings 15:29; 1 Chronicles 5:26). It marked the beginning of the 

kingdom’s end. The Davidic empire finally crumbled in the sixth 

century BC, when Jerusalem was seized by Babylon and the 

remaining tribes were driven into exile (see 2 Kings 24:14). 

Isaiah prophesied that Zebulun and Naphtali, the lands first to be 

degraded, would be the first to see the light of God’s salvation. 

Jesus today fulfills that prophecy—announcing the restoration of 

David’s kingdom at precisely the spot where the kingdom began 

to fall. His gospel of the Kingdom includes not only the twelve 

tribes of Israel but all the nations—symbolized by the “Galilee of  

the Nations.” Calling His first disciples, two fishermen on the Sea of Galilee, He appoints them to be “fishers of 

men,” gathering people from the ends of the earth. They are to preach the gospel, Paul says in today’s Epistle, to 

unite all peoples in the same mind and in the same purpose—in a worldwide kingdom of God. By their preaching, 

Isaiah’s promise has been delivered. A world in darkness has seen the light. The yoke of slavery and sin, borne by 

humanity since time began, has been smashed. And we are able now, as we sing in today’s Psalm, to dwell in the 

house of the Lord, to worship Him in the land of the living. 
 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin by praying for guidance 

written by St. Therese of Lisieux: 
 

Govern by all thy wisdom, O Lord, so that my soul may always be serving thee as thou 

dost will, and not as I may choose. Do not punish me, I beseech thee, by granting that 

which I wish or ask if it offended thy love, which would always live in me. Let me die 

to myself, so that I may love thee. Let me live to thee, who art in thyself, the true life. 

 
Leader: This week we are going to look at Jesus’s call to to his first disciples to become “fishers of men” instead of 

fishermen. What attributes do you think those first disciples had that made them good fishers of men? Reflect on this 

and as you watch this short video on the beginning of Jesus’s ministry, think about what it might have meant to the 

first disciples to hear the words “Come, follow me.” 
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FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 8:23-9:3 ~ 

First the Lord degraded the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali; but in the end he 

has glorified the seaward road, the land west of the Jordan, the District of the Gentiles. 

Anguish has taken wing, dispelled is darkness: for there is no gloom where but now 

there was distress. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon 

those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone. You have brought them 

abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as people 

make merry when dividing spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their 

shoulder, and the rod of their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. 
The Prophet Isaiah remarks that the land 

called ‘District of the Gentiles’ (the area 

around the sea of Galilee) will see a great light. 

Imagine a small narrow road linking one part 

of the world with the other. This is the Holy 

Land (Israel). It was a very busy trading route. 

Consequently, there were many foreigners. For 

Jewish people it sometimes felt like a curse. 

However, in God’s plan the light shines 

brighter in the darkness.  

 Have you ever experienced being lost in 

darkness and then helped by a light? What 

happened. What is Isaiah trying to teach us 

about God? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 ~ 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united 

in the same mind and in the same purpose. For it has been reported to me about you, 

my brothers and sisters, by Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries among you. I mean 

that each of you is saying, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 

Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 

were you baptized in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 

preach the gospel, and not with the wisdom of human eloquence, so that the cross of 

Christ might not be emptied of its meaning. 
St Paul continues his writing to the people of Corinth. He is upset that their witness and service to Christ has 

turned towards arguments rather than charity.  

 Have you ever felt a group of people wanting you to belong to and trust in their idea? Have you had an 

experience of division in the community or workplace or parish, people claiming the same purpose but not 

united in mind? Did you seek to understand both sides and seek unity, or, did you grow division?  



GOSPEL ~ Matthew 4:12-23 ~ 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth 

and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that 

what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun and 

land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the 

people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land 

overshadowed by death light has arisen. From that time on, Jesus began to preach and 

say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” As he was walking by the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, 

casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after me, and I 

will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked 

along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother 

John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called 

them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him. He went 

around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the 

kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people. 
Today in Matthew’s Gospel Jesus leaves his home town of Nazareth and arrives in Galilee. Fulfilling the 1st 

Reading prophecy of Isaiah, Jesus spends most of his 3 years of public ministry between 3 towns in Galilee.  

 As the new year begins do you feel it is time to leave your ‘Nazareth’, your place of comfort, and enter 

‘Galilee’ to undertake a new challenge? How could you be a light to ‘people who sit in darkness’? Those 

overshadowed by death, sickness, sadness? 

In the time of Jesus, the phrase Kingdom of 

Heaven and Kingdom of God were special. 

Everyone was waiting for the time when God 

would finally overcome the power of evil. 

Essentially Jesus begins preaching a 

wakeup call: change your mind (repent), 

take notice, God is now showing victory over 

evil! This is the good news.   

 Have you ever noticed Jesus both 

preaches and heals? Words and actions 

go together. How does your life bring the 

kingdom of heaven and contribute to the 

overcoming of evil? Is your faith words 

and actions? 

Fishing was the main industry around the 

sea of Galilee. Peter, Andrew, James and 

John were probably not poor. Boats, nets, 

family, work colleagues, commitments and 

bank accounts are significant for them (and 

us!). Yet they are placed second to Jesus’ 

invitation to follow.  

 Is the presence of your life curing and 

comforting (disease and illness?) or 

comfortable and callous? If you had to 

write a sentence of what you thought 

God would personally like you to do / be, 

what would you write? 



MEDITATION 
In announcing the good news, Jesus makes two demands: repent and 

believe! Repentance requires a change of course - a turning away from sin and 

disobedience and a turning towards the Lord with faith and submission to his word of 

truth and righteousness (right living according to God's truth and moral goodness). The 

Holy Spirit gives us a repentant heart, a true sorrow and hatred for sin and its bad 

consequences (the wages of sin is death - Romans 6:23), and a firm resolution to avoid 

whatever would lead us into sin. The Holy Spirit gives us grace to see our sin for what 

it is - rebellion and a rejection of the love of God. God's grace helps us to turn away 

from all that would keep us from his love. 

Faith or belief is an entirely free gift which God makes to us. Believing is only possible 

by grace and the help of the Holy Spirit who moves the heart and converts it to God. 

The Holy Spirit opens the eyes of the mind and makes it possible for us to accept and 

to grow in our understanding of the truth. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit we can 

know God personally and the truth he reveals to us through his only begotten Son, the 

Lord Jesus Christ. To believe that Jesus is Lord and Savior is to accept God's revelation 

of his Son as the eternal Word of God and the Redeemer who delivers us from the 

tyranny of sin, Satan, and death. Out of his great love for us God the Father made the 

supreme sacrifice of his Son on the cross to atone for our sins and to bring us back to 

himself. 
 Do you know the joy and freedom of the good news (Gospel) of the kingdom of God? 

 Do you want to grow in the knowledge of God’s love and truth?  How can you ask the Holy Spirit to renew 

in you the gift of faith, the love of wisdom, and the heart of a disciple who desires to follow the Lord Jesus 

and His will for your life? 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 
 

ALL: Lord Jesus, your ways are life and light! Let your word penetrate my heart and 

transform my mind that I may see your power and glory. Help me to choose your ways 

and to do what is pleasing to you. Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 
[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 

Prayer: Imagine that you are working alongside Peter and Andrew. You see a man walking along the shore. He 

stops and begins talking. What is he saying? What is he talking about? All of a sudden, he says to Peter and 

Andrew, “Come after me and I will make you fishers of men.” What is your reaction to those words? Now see 

Peter and Andrew putting down their nets and getting ready to walk off with this man, Jesus. What are you feeling? 

What do you do? As they walk away, Jesus turns back and looks directly at you. “Come, too,” he says. “Come 

with us. Come with me.” What do you say? What do you do? 
 

Resolution: What are some ways that Jesus may be asking you to “come and follow” him more closely? Write 

down a resolution to help you follow Jesus more in this area in your life this week. 
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