
Weekend Readings & Reflections 

February 11-12, 2023: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Sirach 15:15–20; Psalm 119:1–2, 4–5, 17–18, 33–34; 1 Corinthians 2:6–10; Matthew 5:17–37 
 

Reflection: Jesus tells us in the Gospel this 

week that He has come not to abolish but to 

“fulfill” the Law of Moses and the 

teachings of the prophets. His Gospel 

reveals the deeper meaning and purpose of 

the Ten Commandments and the moral Law 

of the Old Testament. But His Gospel also 

transcends the Law. He demands a 

morality far greater than that 

accomplished by the most pious of Jews, 

the scribes and Pharisees. Outward 

observance of the Law is not enough. It is 

not enough that we do not murder, commit 

adultery, divorce, or lie. The law of the 

New Covenant is a law that God writes on 

the heart (see Jeremiah 31:31–34). The 

heart is the seat of our motivations, the 

place from which our words and actions 

proceed (see Matthew 6:21; 15:18–20). 

Jesus this week calls us to train our hearts, to master our passions and emotions. And Jesus demands the full 

obedience of our hearts (see Romans 6:17). He calls us to love God with all our hearts and to do His will from the 

heart (see Matthew 22:37; Ephesians 6:6). God never demands more than what we are capable of doing. That is the 

message of this week’s First Reading. It is up to us to choose life over death, to choose the waters of eternal life over 

the fires of ungodliness and sin. By His life, death, and Resurrection, Jesus has shown us that it is possible to keep 

His commandments. In Baptism, He has given us His Spirit, that His Law might be fulfilled in us (Romans 8:4). The 

wisdom of the Gospel surpasses all the wisdom of this age that is passing away, St. Paul tells us in the Epistle. The 

revelation of this wisdom fulfills God’s plan from before all ages. Let us trust in this wisdom and live by His kingdom 

law. As we do in this week’s Psalm, let us pray that we grow in being better able to live His Gospel and to seek the 

Father with all our heart.  
 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader: Welcome to our discussion for the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Let us begin in prayer: 
 

Heavenly Father, bless us as we come together in your name. Send the Spirit of Jesus 

into our hearts to guide us in our discussions for the good of all. Father, we ask this 

grace through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Leader: This week we are going to look at Jesus’ teaching about the Law. Before we get into that, what are some of 

the laws of our country that we all should follow? What are the purposes of these laws? Today we are going to look 

at the New Law of Jesus given in the Sermon on the Mount—a law that has a much higher aim than governmental 

laws. While laws of the government typically aim to maintain order and harmony in society, we will see that Jesus’ 

law does so much more: It calls us to love, not merely avoid hurting each other. Let’s reflect on this as we watch this 

short video together. 
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FIRST READING ~ Sirach 15:15-20 ~ 

If you choose you can keep the commandments, they will save you; if you trust in God, 

you too shall live; he has set before you fire and water to whichever you choose, stretch 

forth your hand. Before man are life and death, good and evil, whichever he chooses 

shall be given him. Immense is the wisdom of the Lord; he is mighty in power, and all-

seeing. The eyes of God are on those who fear him; he understands man’s every deed. 

No one does he command to act unjustly, to none does he give license to sin. 
The book of Sirach was a collection of wisdom sayings, 

attempting to show the beauty and depth of Jewish wisdom. 

Personally imagine the scene of water and fire before you.  

 What do these symbols represent in your personal life? In 

what ways do you stretch out your hand toward water? 

Toward fire? What joy have you found in reaching toward 

water? What wisdom have you found in being ‘burnt’ by 

fire? 

 

 

 

SECOND READING ~ 1 Corinthians 2:6-10~ 

Brothers and sisters: We speak a wisdom to those 

who are mature, not a wisdom of this age, nor of 

the rulers of this age who are passing away. 

Rather, we speak God’s wisdom, mysterious, 

hidden, which God predetermined before the ages 

for our glory, and which none of the rulers of this 

age knew; for, if they had known it, they would not 

have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is 

written: What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the 

human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him, this God has revealed to 

us through the Spirit. For the Spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God. 
St Paul had many people in the Corinthian community turn against him. A particular group in the Corinthian 

community claimed to be more spiritual and knowledgeable. St Paul humbly points out that academic and 

worldly debate is not the sign of true wisdom from God. Knowledge and wisdom are different. Wisdom is found 

in love and often through suffering. And the spirit is present especially in those who love God.  

 Who is a wisdom figure for you? How do you see love present in their life? How can I magnify that life in 

my own?  

Prayer: You are seated comfortably on the grassy slope of the hill. The sun shines brightly on Jesus’s white robes 

and you settle in to listen to him talk. Suddenly you hear him say, “Therefore, if you bring your gift to that altar, 

and there recall that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be 

reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” What goes through your mind when you hear 

these words? Is there someone with whom you need to reconcile? Is there something you need to do to make 

amends? Let Jesus bring to mind what it is he would have you do. 
 

Resolution: If a person or situation came to mind as you were praying, decide what you can do this week to be 

reconciled. List the steps you will need to take to accomplish this. 



GOSPEL ~ Matthew 5:17-37 ~ 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 

prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and 

earth pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the 

law, until all things have taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 

these commandments and teaches others to do so will be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven. But whoever obeys and teaches these commandments will be called greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven. I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes 

and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. “You have heard that it was 

said to your ancestors, you shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment. 

But I say to you, whoever is angry with brother will be liable to judgment; and whoever 

says to brother, ‘Raqa,’ will be answerable to the Sanhedrin; and whoever says, ‘You 

fool,’ will be liable to fiery Gehenna. Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and 

there recall that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, 

go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Settle 

with your opponent quickly while on the way to court. Otherwise your opponent will 

hand you over to the judge, and the judge will hand you over to the guard, and you will 

be thrown into prison. Amen, I say to you, you will not be released until you have paid 

the last penny. “You have heard that it was said, you shall not commit adultery. But I 

say to you, everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery 

with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. 

It is better for you to lose one of your members than to have your whole body thrown 

into Gehenna. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It 

is better for you to lose one of your members than to have your whole body go into 

Gehenna. “It was also said, whoever divorces his wife must give her a bill of divorce. 

But I say to you, whoever divorces his wife - unless the marriage is unlawful - causes 

her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

“Again you have heard that it was said to your ancestors, Do not take a false oath, but 

make good to the Lord all that you vow. But I say to you, do not swear at all; not by 

heaven, for it is God’s throne; nor by the earth, for it is his footstool; nor by Jerusalem, 

for it is the city of the great King. Do not swear by your head, for you cannot make a 

single hair white or black. Let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,' and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.’ 

Anything more is from the evil one.” 
The Gospel of Matthew is unique in that the community began with Jewish Christians, and then was 

increasingly joined by Greek converts to Christianity. Jewish Christians had grown up keeping all 613 laws 

of the Old Testament. Scribes and Pharisees prided themselves on being righteous and yet Jesus says their 

living is shallow. Jesus invites followers to live far more deeply. Murder is healed when people resolve their 

anger. Adultery is healed when people can live and look upon each other without lust. Easy divorce is not a 

positive option. Let your word be always true in Yes and No.  

 Anger. Lust. Relationships. Lies. What area do you need to work to transform so your life is living in right 

relationship with God and others?  

 Recall if any brother or sister has anything against you. What would the invitation ‘go first and be 

reconciled’ before coming to Sunday Mass personally mean for you? 



MEDITATION 
Why do people tend to view the "law of God" negatively rather than positively? Jesus' 

attitude towards the law of God can be summed up in the great prayer of Psalm 119: 

"Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day." 

Jesus taught reverence and respect for God's law - reverence for God himself, reverence 

for the Lord's Day, reverence or respect for parents, respect for life, for property, for 

another person's good name, respect for oneself and for one's neighbor lest wrong or 

hurtful desires master and enslave us. Reverence and respect for God's commandments 

teach us the way of love - love of God and love of neighbor. What is impossible to 

humans is possible to God who gives generously of his gifts and the power of the Holy 

Spirit to those who put their faith and trust in him. 

God gives us the grace, help, and strength to love as he loves, to forgive as he forgives, 

to think and judge as he judges, and to act as he acts with mercy, loving-kindness, and 

goodness. The Lord loves righteousness and hates wickedness. As his followers we 

must love his commandments and hate every form of sin and wrong-doing. If we want 

to live righteously as God desires for us, then we must know and understand the 

intention of God's commands for us, and decide in our heart to obey the Lord.  

Jesus promised his disciples that he would give them the gift of the Holy Spirit who 

writes God's law of love and truth on our hearts. The Holy Spirit teaches us God's truth 

and gives us wisdom and understanding of God's ways. The Spirit helps us in our 

weakness, strengthens us in temptation, and transforms us, day by day, into the likeness 

of Jesus Christ, our Merciful Savior and Humble Lord. There is great blessing and 

reward for those who obey God's commandments and who encourage others, especially 

the younger generations, to love, respect, and obey the Lord. Ask the Holy Spirit to fill 

your heart with a burning desire and reverence for God's life-giving word so that you 

may grow day by day in the wisdom and knowledge of God's love, truth, and goodness. 
 Do you feel that God’s laws are negative, overbearing, or impossible to follow? 

 Do you seek to understand the intention of his law and to grow in wisdom of his ways? 

 Do you trust in God's love and allow his Holy Spirit to fill you with a thirst for holiness and righteousness in 

every area of your life? 

        

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In closing let us now pray together: 
 

ALL: Lord Jesus, begin a new work of love within me. Instill in me a greater love and 

respect for your commandments. Give me a burning desire to live a life of holiness and 

righteousness. Purify my thoughts, desires, and intentions that I may only desire what 

is pleasing to you and in accord with your will. Amen 
 

Leader: (if time, let us offer up our intercessions … St. Michael… Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory Be…)  
 

[Opening reflection was shared from St. Paul Center at https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/sunday-bible-reflections] 
[video can be found at FORMED.ORG “Opening the Word”. Additional reflections can be found at FORMED in “Opening the Word”] 

[Discussion questions created by Fr Frank Bird sm, Marist Priest, and distributed by www.maristlaitynz.org, were shared with permission from www.livingtheword.org.nz.] 

[Meditation and closing prayer are copyright © 2021 Servants of the Word, source: https://dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager ] 
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