
   Hi to my new Beacons of Light Family.  I am Fr. Jozefiak, C.PP.S.  I’ve been a priest almost 35 years and this is my 8th 
parish assignment.  I’ve been stationed in Dayton, Oh., Lake Mary, Fl., Whiting, In., Mercer County, Oh. (St. Bernard, St. 
Paul, St. Wendelin), Rome City, In., Ottawa, Oh. Mercer County (Marion Catholic Community).  I am the 4th of 6 children 
of Leo and Irene.  I was born and raised in Chicago at Queen of the Universe Parish on the Southwest side very near 
Midway Airport. 
  What follows is a group of questions I was asked to answer by an interviewer of the Toledo Diocese as I started my 
ministry there that might give you a little insight. 
What was the primary influence in your decision to become a priest? 
   It was Jesus.  I “refell” in love with the Holy Eucharist in my junior year at St. Joseph's College as I was pursuing an 
accounting degree in Rensselaer, Indiana.  I started attending daily Mass and spent many hours 
on my knees before the Blessed Sacrament. I discerned Jesus' invitation (and Mother Mary’s) to be a priest.  
What is the most rewarding part of being a priest? 
    When Jesus uses me to bring people back to the practice of the faith.  These are such powerful and humbling 
experiences.  
What interests or hobbies do you have? 
    I used to be very athletic, but an old football knee injury has left me less mobile. Now I’m having difficulty walking and 
standing without pain.   I now enjoy playing scrabble, watching old movies and Andy Griffith.  My younger brother Fr. 
Greg who serves in the Peoria, Il. Diocese got me started entering contests.  I have won many hundreds of things these 
past 14 years, a few that I have kept and most I have donated to my parishes that they could use in their raffles and 
other fundraisers. 
Do you have a pet? If so, what is it? What is its name?  
   Jackie, my 6-year-old Chiweenie.  My medical professional was going to put me on Blood Pressure pills 10 years ago 
and I convinced her that my BP was related to stress/anxiety.  I made her a believer when it went back to normal when I 
got my first dog, and then again with Jackie.  She gave me a prescription (which I still have) with the designation 
“medically necessary service dog.” 
What do you do for relaxation? 
   I rest when I can and enjoy having a porch on which to sit and swing.  I do the daily crossword and sudoku.  
What is your favorite reading material? Who are your favorite authors? 
  The Holy Bible. Earlier in life I enjoyed Bishop Fulton Sheen. I have read most of his books. He made my Catholic faith so 
very personal and uncomplicated, something that many modern theologians and scholars seem to have a hard time 
doing.  His love for the Holy Eucharist and Mother Mary has been an inspiration to me.  Before my younger brother was 
ordained for the Diocese of Peoria, we went to St Patrick's Cathedral in NYC and prayed at his tomb.   I enjoy Matthew 
Kelly and Dr. Scott Hahn books.  We had Dr. Hahn come and speak at my last parish and wow. 
What do you think is the best part of being Catholic? 
  The Holy Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation (both receiving and hearing), and always learning.   
What is your favorite prayer? 
   After the Sacred Liturgy, the Holy Rosary.   
What is your favorite Scripture passage? 
 The last words spoken by Mother Mary is the Gospels.  What our Blessed Lady said at the Wedding at Cana in John's 
gospel: "Do whatever He (Jesus) tells you." 
What is your favorite food? 
 I used to enjoy Chicago pizza.  Real Chicago pizza.  Imitations not accepted, and Jif peanut butter.  Since I never got my 
taste and smell back after covid, I’ll eat anything Fr. Alt cooks.  Even liver. 
 What is something interesting about yourself that most people might not know? 
   I am afraid of spiders, bees, wasps, and water that's over my head.  
How do you prefer to be addressed by the laity? 
   Fr. Matt.  No one can pronounce my last name.   
       
 - Fr. Matt Jozefiak, C.PP.S. 
 


