
Part 1:        

The first Catholic church in 

New Bremen was a 

Catholic Mission Church 

named Most Precious 

Blood.  It was founded in 

1872 on South Walnut 

Street at a cost of $3,000.  

It had only one Mass on 

Sunday once a month 

celebrated by Fr. I.G. Selb 

who was the assistant 

priest in Minster.  The 

church was served by the 

Society of Precious Blood until 1894. The building was then sold in 1907 and is now used as a 

worship center for Faith Alliance. 

       The second Catholic church in New Bremen was built in 1948 when Rev. Leo Boeke, 

a diocesan priest, was appointed to make preparations for the establishment of a permanent parish. 

Initially, a building located on North Main Street was used for the celebration of Mass.  

Meanwhile, property was purchased at Pearl and Herman Streets where the permanent church 

would be located. On June 27, 1948, the first Mass was held in the new church and on June 15, 

1952 the Church of the Holy Redeemer was canonically established by the Archdiocese of 

Cincinnati. At that time, Holy Redeemer was comprised of 100 families.  By 1968 the parish had 

grown to 240 families, but with a seating capacity of only 200, a new church would need to be 

built. 

 The third and present church building was built in 1969. According to then pastor, Fr. Carl 

Will it was built at a cost of approximately $375,000 and took 12 months to build.  Fr. Will also 

oversaw the purchase of the rectory at 21 South Main Street. In 1976, a parish center including a 

large fellowship hall, office, and religious education classrooms was built on the same property as 

the church. In 1991, Fr. James Trick oversaw the construction of the connector which linked the 

church to the parish center and housed additional offices and conference room for the parish. 

            On May 15, 1970 the main altar was consecrated.  At the time of the consecration of the 

altar four relics were placed in the stone and sealed.  Two were martyrs, Saint Emeritus and Saint 

Clement and two confessors, St. Charles Borromeo and St. John Vianney.   

The sanctuary was renovated in 2017 and the tabernacle was restored and moved behind the main 

altar.  The inner shell of the tabernacle was originally used in the oldest orphanage, St. Joseph's in 

Cincinnati, OH.  It may be dated to the 1850's. 

            From 2018 to 2021 renovations were made to the main body of church and sanctuary. 

These renovations included the removal of the dropped ceiling and restoring the existing wood 

ceiling, restoring the Risen Christ, adding additional parking, replacing the pews and windows, 

installation of a new lighting and sound system, and adding a reredos to the sanctuary.  The reredos 

contains statues of St. Teresa of Calcutta, St. Padre Pio, St. John Vianney, and St. Thérèse of 

Lisieux 

(the little flower). It also has adoring angels on either side of the tabernacle. The stations of the 

cross were also renovated and moved to the north wall.  In 2022 the Divine Mercy chapel, which 



includes a statue and relic of St. Faustina, was renovated and the statue of St. Michael was added 

next to the sanctuary.   

 Today, Holy Redeemer has 743 registered families with 3,370 parishioners.  The ministries 

and staff at Holy Redeemer will be highlighted in a later article. 
 

Part 2: 

 As illustrated in our first article, Holy Redeemer has had an interesting past leading to its 

establishment of the Catholic presence in New Bremen. A parish that started with a handful of families 

with one Sunday Mass celebrated only once a month under the guidance of the Holy Spirit has 

blossomed into a thriving parish serving more than 700 families with an average weekend Mass 

attendance of 950+.  

 As with the other parishes in our NW8 family, Holy Redeemer is blessed with many volunteers 

that serve in liturgical ministries including extraordinary ministers of holy communion, lectors, choral 

and instrumental music programs, ushers, servers, and leaders of the rosary. We also have a large 

catechetical program serving elementary students in two after school CCD sessions and a large junior 

and high school program. Holy Redeemer is blessed to have numerous catechists that are diligent in 

their preparation to pass our Catholic faith to our children.  

 Liturgical and catechetical ministries are not the only areas where volunteers help run important 

ministries in the parish. We have leaders pray a rosary for our nation every Saturday morning at 8:00 

a.m. If you have visited Holy Redeemer in the past several months, you may have noticed our table of 

saints that highlights that month's patronal saints including coloring pages for children, prayer cards, 

medals, and other materials meant to foster a love of our intercessors. The beauty inside and outside of 

our church is coordinated by a group of dedicated people who handle seasonal decorations inside and 

landscaping needs on the outside. We also have a group of volunteers who each spring plant a parish 

garden behind the church and throughout the summer months provide produce to parishioners and 

area food agencies.  

 Holy Redeemer is also blessed with many ministries of Evangelization and Stewardship. To learn 

more or if interested in joining one of these ministries, a full listing of opportunities can be found on our 

website at https://hrcatholic.org/ministries-2. For more information or to be included in any of these 

ministries, contact the parish office or fill out a Stewardship Form that can be found on both the 

ministry and form pages of our website. 

 As you can see in this brief summary of Holy Redeemer Parish, we are a church with vibrant 

liturgy, strong educational programs, and many opportunities to be involved in the life of the parish. We 

are supported by a loving parish community dedicated to serving God and are thankful in return for the 

gifts he has given us to do this work. 

 

https://hrcatholic.org/ministries-2

