
     In the early 1830’s, the “March of Christ” into southern 

Mercer County from Minster did not include Chickasaw.  

Not until October 1894 did the Chickasaw people join the 

Catholic March by building a 60x30x16 ft. “chapel (hall)”.   

     Sometime in the spring of 1895, a petition was made to 

the Archbishop for a chapel, giving as a reason that some of 

the elderly would like to go to Mass during the week.  In 

the “Chapel of Ease” (hall), Mass was one or two days a 

week, but no service was allowed on Sundays or Holy Days. 

The first Mass was on Friday, October 11, 1895 at 8am.  On 

Sundays they attended St. Sebastian or nearby parishes.  

Farmers drove their horse and buggies.  Townspeople walked.  

     March 26, 1896, lots 19 and 20, on which the building was standing, were deeded to Archbishop 

Elder by William and Josepha Miller to hold in trust “for the Catholics worshipping in the Chapel 

at Chickasaw.’’  In 1896, a tower was built on the Chapel and the bell arrived May 9, 1898. 

     On January 12, 1903, the St. Sebastian Church burned. On Friday after the fire, word was sent 

that no Mass was to be held at St. Sebastian and people should go to a church convenient to them.  

The Precious Blood Church record books begin around this time. Archbishop Elder gave 

Chickasaw permission to enlarge the wooden church at the first High Mass in Chickasaw on Easter 

Sunday, April 12, 1903.  

     The first pastor was Fr. Antonius Dick, C.PP.S. who was the pastor at St. Sebastian Church.  

On November 3, 1903, William and Josepha Miller deeded the rest of parish property to the 

Archbishop as we have it today.  

     In 1923, the railroad ceased operation and the population dwindled. The parish grew again and 

in 1951, 22 were baptized. Fr. Joseph Dick, the priest from 1942 – 1962 wanted to build a new 

church and set aside reserve funds for that purpose but for health reasons, had to retire.  Fr. Francis 

Uecker C.PP.S. took on the task. In September 1965, Archbishop Karl J. Alter gave approval for 

the building of a new church. The cost of the church was $300,000. 

     The groundbreaking of the new church was November 28, 1965.  The cornerstone was laid and 

blessed on Thursday, February 23, 1967. The old church was torn down in the spring of 1967.  The 

use of the new church began May 19, 1967, a Friday (as was the day of the very first Mass in 

Chickasaw). The mortgage burning took place at the Parish Appreciation Party on February 22, 

1987.  Today the Precious Blood Church has approximately 250 families. 

     The church is designed in a cross form with seating on three sides.  It has a full basement, usher 

and cry room.  The choir is behind the altar.  Some things were brought from the old church into 

the new church. The organ and the nativity set we still use today. The Stations of the Cross were 

bronzed and are hanging in the new church.  The statues of St. Joseph and the Blessed Virgin were 

placed in the new church during Fr. Albert Schetter’s tenure.  

     The decorative designs of the church have the theme of the “Precious Blood.” The large cross 

on the front of the church depicts the Cross of Calvary.  At night the cross is illuminated. The 

ceramic tile on both sides of the main entrance shows the chalice with a crown.  Around the chalice 

are five crosses with red spots, signifies the five wounds of Christ. From the inside of the church, 

looking at the colored windows on the north wall can be seen red that represents the drops of blood 

from the Cross of Calvary.  The colored windows in the east and west wings represent the 

“Precious Blood” flowing down or as flames of love going upwards. The openness around the 

central altar expresses the sacredness of the actions during Mass at the altar.  The tabernacle was 



donated by Sarah Jane Cohen, Fr. Dick’s housekeeper, in memory of Fr. Joseph Dick, nephew of 

our first pastor. The tabernacle is in a small chapel-like area which invites visits, meditation, and 

prayer.    

     For people who are interested, a picture history of the old church can be seen in the west 

entrance of the church. 
 


