
Part 1: 

The first three immigrant families to settle in the St. John area 

arrived from the Oldenburg area of Germany near Hanover via 

Stallostown (Minster) on October 13, 1833.  The first order of 

business was to name their new settlement.  Being a religious and 

practical lot, as the three men of the little party all shared the first 

name of John and the new Archbishop of Cincinnati installed that 

same day was The Rev. John Purcell, the name St. John the 

Baptist was solemnly chosen as the community/parish name.  The 

hard work of clearing the land, building structures, and planting a 

crop ensued. 

By 1835 the nascent settlement had grown to 25 families, 

organized as a congregation, and purchased 40 acres for $120 to 

be used for a school, church and cemetery.  The initial log church 

completed in 1837 was serviced occasionally during these early 

years by the priest from Minster who travelled the intervening five 

miles on horseback through mud, swamp, and forest until the 

German speaking priests of the Precious Blood Society arrived in Ohio and took up residence 

nearby in 1845. They could regularly administer the sacraments, celebrate Mass, and hear 

confessions in the Plattdeutsch tongue of the native citizenry.  

By 1850 the outgrown log church was dismantled and reassembled as a private residence nearby 

and a new, larger brick church was constructed at a cost of $4,000.00 replete with a steeple.   A 

parish revolt over the issue of parochial vs. public school matters roiled the normally peaceful 

confines of the community in 1880.  The firing of pistol shots in the sanctuary and driving away 

the priest lead to the closing of the church and padlocking the doors under interdict of the 

archdiocese.  

Eventually, cooler heads prevailed, differences were resolved and construction of a new larger 

church in the Romanesque Revival style architecture was commenced in 1889 and completed at a 

cost of $40,000.00. Dedicated in 1891 this current church continues to serve the needs of the parish 

and serves as a testimony to the hard work and dedication of the generations from 1833 to present. 

Part 2: 
Carolyn Stucke, Coordinator of RCIA & Adult Faith Formation Instructor 

Hi, I’m Carolyn Stucke & I live in Casella with my husband Ron.  I am involved with RCIA & Adult Faith 

Formation in the Marion Parishes.  I also have been an organist since age 12.  I enjoy being involved in 

Religious Education and Music Ministries. Favorite Saint:  St. Charles Borromeo, because he is the patron 

Saint of Catechists. 

 Chris Wibbenmeyer, Coordinator of Religious Education at St. John the Baptist Parish & Youth 

Minister + Tech Guy for the Marion Parishes 

Hello! I’m Chris Wibbenmeyer and I am in my sixth year here in the Marion Parishes.  I live in Celina with 

my wife Katey and two children, Ryan and Taryn.  I absolutely love serving the Lord and His Church each 

and every day while interacting with our young people and parents too!  True discipleship is helping others 

get to know & get closer to Christ. I look forward to working with others in our new Family.  Favorite 

Saints:  St. Padre Pio & JP II 

Judy Forsthoefel, Coordinator of Religious Education at St. Sebastian 
My name is Judy Forsthoefel.  My husband Doug and I have five children and 14 grandchildren.  I love 

being involved in our Parish CCD Program, where I get to share my faith with our students.  Growing up 

at St. Sebastian has made it important for me to keep the faith alive at our parish.   



Carla Hartings, Coordinator of Religious Education at St. Rose 

I am Carla Hartings.  I am married to Roger and we have four children and nine grandchildren, with one on 

the way.  I am a catechist and CRE at St. Rose.  Teaching is very rewarding but find I can get discouraged 

when I try to do it alone, so I rely on my favorite verse being John 15:5 - “I am the vine, you are the 

branches.  He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is what bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing.” 

Tess Mescher, Coordinator of Religious Education at Nativity BVM 

I’m Tess Mescher and I currently serve in the role of CRE and 11th grade catechist at Nativity BVM Parish.  

My husband Don and I are the parents of six daughters, three who are still living and the grandparents of 

nine.  I love my home parish as there is always a sense of peace and calmness that I get every time I enter 

through the doors of this beautiful church. 

Missy Moeller, Coordinator of Religious Education at Precious Blood 

My name is Missy Moeller and I live in Chickasaw.  My husband Mike and I have four children and six 

grandchildren, with one more on the way.  I currently teach 7th & 11th grade in addition to being the CRE.  

What I love most about teaching is the hope of planting seeds in the minds of the student.  We must never 

stop learning about our faith.  Getting to heaven is our life’s goal! 

 
Part 3: 

The Marion Catholic Community is made up of five beautiful churches that are rich in history, full 

of life and open daily for prayer and visitors. 

The people in our faith community are involved in a variety of committees, ministries, groups, and 

organizations.  If you are looking for a way to go deeper in your faith, there is something you can 

find within our parishes.  These offerings include: SON (Serving Our Neighbors) Ministry, Men’s 

prayer group, Women’s prayer group, GriefShare, Men’s and Ladies Welcome (formerly Christ 

Renews His Parish), Bereavement Ministry, and small group Bible studies that originated from 

Why Catholic groups a number of years ago.  There are also a number of youth and adult faith 

formation groups including middle school and high school youth ministry, adult faith formation, 

Vacation Bible School, Little Flowers, Catholic Youth Organization (CYO), and religious 

education. 

We have a great group of staff, volunteers, and committee members who serve our five parishes.  

Our business managers are responsible for the financial operations of the parishes and they are: 

Paul Gagel (St. John and the cluster), Sue Roeckner (Precious Blood and St. Sebastian), and Sue 

Fortkamp (St. Rose and Nativity BVM).   

Sharon Kremer, our Parish Life Coordinator is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the 

cluster and she is assisted by Joan Heitkamp and Sue Roeckner.  These ladies will always offer a 

friendly greeting when you call or stop by the parish office.  

Our music directors who enhance our liturgies so well with music include: Marian Heitbrink (St. 

John and Precious Blood), Katie Hartings (St. Rose and Nativity BVM), and Doris Wilker (St. 

Sebastian). 

An often unnoticed but crucial person in each parish is the sacristan.  These people help prepare 

the church for liturgies among other things within each church.  They are: Janet Heitkamp (St. 

John), Carol Tuente (Nativity BVM), Michelle Tobe (St. Rose), Deb Beyke (St. Sebastian), and 

Diane Thobe and Beck Thobe (Precious Blood). 

We also have a number of great volunteers who assist with maintenance, lawn care, and cleaning.  

These volunteers include: Tom Feltz, Tess Mescher, and Renee Schlater (St. John). Ryan 

Schmackers Family and Renee Schlater (Nativity BVM).  Jim Ungruhn, Ray Wilker Family, Deb 

Homan, and Rita Griesdorn (St. Rose). Tom Wilker, Kyle Koesters, and Deb Beyke (St. 

Sebastian).  Adam Kremer, Rick Bruns, Elaine Homan, and Jason Schmackers (Precious Blood).  



All of our parishes have so many other volunteers who help set up for Mass, assist with landscaping 

and snow removal, and other maintenance.   
 


