
St. Joseph, Egypt is a small, but vibrant parish 

welcoming and ministering to people of all ages. St. 

Joseph Parish traces its origin to August 14, 1852, when 

Cincinnati Archbishop John Purcell granted Egypt's 

residents permission to establish a church in their 

community. The first church was built due east of the 

present-day St. Joseph Cemetery, in the southeast 

corner of Egypt Pike and today's St. Rt. 364, on land 

belonging to John Heitman. (Today it is the current 

Tony and Tammy Heitbrink farm.)  

 With the building of "Mary's Flight Into Egypt" 

convent, (1857-1912), Father John Witmer became the 

resident priest and St. Joseph became the hub of 

religious observances until the convent chapel was 

completed in 1858. The convent was located on the 

present-day Roger Hoying, Jr. farm located due west of 

the Egypt School house. A total of 46 nuns, six brothers, 

and three orphans are buried at the St. Joseph Cemetery. 

Over time the engraving on their tombstones weathered to the point of becoming unreadable. In 

July 2011, in order to preserve their history, Sisters of The Precious Blood erected a monument on 

the cemetery 

containing all their names.  In 1878, under the guidance of Father John Van den Broeck, the present 

brick church was built on the south side of the cemetery lot. Father Van den Broeck is buried at 

St. Joseph's cemetery near the large crucifix that marks his grave. (This history verbiage is an 

excerpt written by Barb Osterloh). 

 St. Joseph is blest with dedicated staff and parishioners. Rose Schmiesing is the sacristan 

for St. Joseph preparing the church for masses and ordering supplies for the church. Rosemary and 

her husband Rolly were born and raised in Egypt and raised their four children in Egypt. They 

enjoy St Joseph parish and the many friends they have made. Nikki Baumer is the Parish 

Administrator keeping the motions of the parish running as smoothly as possible. She and her 

husband Jason have four children, Haven, Bently, Willa, and Sterling, with baby #5 on the way. 

Nikki is a stay at home, homeschooling mom. They decided to move their family out to the country 

as Nikki grew up in Egypt and they are looking forward to raising their children in a great Catholic 

community. Corey Kremer serves as the Financial Director at St. Joseph Parish. His duties include 

organizing the financial records for the parish and paying bills in a timely manner. He is originally 

from Chickasaw and now resides in Minster with his wife, Theresa, and four daughters Leah, 

Anna, Emily, and Jenna. Corey has a master’s degree in Accounting from Wright State University 

and works as a CPA in Sidney. Theresa Kremer, Corey’s wife, serves as the primary musician at 

St. Joseph Parish. She was born and raised in Egypt and started playing the organ there in 6th 

grade.  Although Theresa and Corey now live in Minster rather than Egypt proper, they still call 

St. Joseph their home due to the strong relationships the parishioners have with each other. The 

Egypt choir, small but mighty, is always looking for new members. All are welcome to join them! 

 St. Joseph offers Adoration Tuesday evenings from 7:00 - 8:00 pm except from Christmas 

to the beginning of Lent. 24 Hour Adoration is typically held the 1st Friday thru Saturday in March. 

The parish council provides doughnuts after mass the 2nd Sunday of the month at the Egypt School 

House from the spring months thru the fall months.  



 The Egypt Kids Club strives to foster the youths’ 

religious spirit through activities such as children’s Stations 

of the Cross, making cards for parishioners, singing songs, 

and creating liturgically related crafts. The Egypt Kids Club 

meets on a monthly basis providing the religious and spiritual 

education needs of the children in addition to their religious 

education provided to the cluster. The group is open to all 

families in the NW8 parish cluster with children ages Pre-K 

thru 4th grade. Contact Nikki Baumer for more information at 

njbaumer@gmail.com. 

 A group of parish volunteers recently 

repainted/restored our station statues and are currently 

working on other statues in the church. With some 

professional help to get them started, they had all the stations 

completed before the start of Lent last year. Volunteers from 

6th grade to 89 years old gave their time and talent with this 

project!  Know that you are always welcome to come join us 

at St. Joseph’s Church and check out the refurbished statutes 

when you do! 
 


