
    In the late 1830s, several families living in and around the little 

village of Rose Garden, now St. Rose, met and St. Rose parish 

was organized. Religious services were held in a farmhouse. The 

first place of worship was built on the north side of now State 

Route 119 in 1839. The first log church was erected in 1844 on 

the south side of the road. On November 24, 1844, the little log 

church was dedicated, and the cemetery was blessed. In August 

1851, it was decided to build a bigger church. On August 15, 

1852, the cornerstone for the new church was laid and blessed.  

The church would be 76 feet long and 42 feet wide with two doors 

at the front and two aisles leading to the altar. This was later 

changed to one door in the front. On January 18, 1854, the new 

church was dedicated.  The cost to build the church was  $6000. 

and was built free of  

debt. In 1862, the organ was installed for $690. In 1905, it was 

decided to build a rectory for the pastor. Before that, the pastor 

either resided at the Gruenenwald Convent in Cassella or the Maria Stein Convent. On March 23, 

1906, the pastor moved into the new residence. In January 1910, the necessity of building a new 

church was brought up. A unanimous resolution was passed to erect the third church. The dedication 

was held in September 1912. Over the years, many changes have occurred. The garage was built in 

1917. Two new side altars and additions to the high altar in 1919. In 1957, Marion Local School was 

founded, and St. Rose school was closed. In 1984, the cemetery entrance and wall were constructed 

by a parishioner in memory of her husband. A ramp was added later on the east side for the ease of 

the elderly and disabled. A passageway between the church and rectory was closed in for the pastor 

and others wanting to use the basement entrance. With the shortage of priests, in 1990, St. Rose 

parish was combined with Nativity of BVM, Cassella. In 2002, the two parishes were combined with 

St. John parish. In 2004, the three parishes combined with Precious Blood and St. Sebastian to form 

the Marion Catholic Community. In July of this year, we combined with Holy Redeemer, New 

Bremen, St. Augustine, Minster, and St. Joseph, Egypt, to form the NW8. 

    In June 2022, we began a window restoration project that is ongoing. The work is scheduled to 

start in early 2023. 

    St. Rose parish continues to grow. Our members have kept it a welcoming and active place to 

worship our Lord and to feel part of an extended family. Many faithful members have passed on, 

but our faith helps us to know that someday we will be reunited with them and our complete Christian 

family. 
 


