
     In 1850 there were about 20 Catholic families living in the St. 

Sebastian area. They had to go to St. John or St. Rose for Mass. This 

was really hard because of only having mud roads at that time. A 

committee of 4, Albert Stammen, Adam Gerlach, Herman 

Schwieterman & John Will went to Chickasaw to see if a church 

could be built in the area. However, the Chickasaw people turned 

them down. Discouraged, the committee headed home through the 

woods until they came to a spot which is now St. Sebastian Cemetery 

and John Will thrust his cane in the ground and exclaimed “Here the 

church will be built if permission is granted”. The next spring, 

Bishop Purcell gave them permission to build a church. They soon 

cut trees and had it sawed for the church building. 

     In June 1852, the cornerstone was laid. Sebastian Schaner, the 

oldest member of the new parish, had a statue of  St. Sebastian and held 

it  up for all to see.  They all  exclaimed  

together that St. Sebastian shall be our patron saint.  The size of the new church was 40 x 60 feet 

& cost $1000, which was a lot of money at that time as most of the families were poor.  The church 

was dedicated on January 20, 1853, which is the feast day of St. Sebastian.  

     In 1857, St. Sebastian received their first full time pastor. Before this time, the pastors of St. 

John & St. Rose took turns having Mass at St. Sebastian. Starting in 1864, two Masses were held 

on Sundays. The priests came from Maria Stein or St. Charles Seminary as there was no parish 

house.   

     By 1870, the parish had grown to 70 families and talk of a larger church had begun. In 1876, 

plans for a new church began and the preparations for the new church began in earnest. A site west 

of the cemetery was chosen, as the old site was needed to enlarge the cemetery. The plans for the 

new church were for a building 40’ wide x 84’ long. With a steeple 152’ high. The contract was 

$4800, but the congregation had to furnish all the lumber. 

     In April, 1878, work on the foundation was begun. All the men, young & old, helped on this 

project. June 13, 1878 the cornerstone was laid. The church was dedicated on October 10, 1879. 

One year and four months to build. In 1884, new altars & more statues were bought for the church. 

     In 1894 the families numbered 120 and plans were laid to build an additional 45’ on the rear of 

the church. This was completed in 1895. On the second Sunday of 1903 at two hours past midnight, 

a fire was burning in the church tower. The church and all contents with all the records etc. were 

destroyed. The fire was blamed on the furnace, but the furnace was under the new part on the north 

end and the fire started on the south end in the tower, many people do not believe the fire started 

accidently. 

     There was a lot of discussion as to where to build a new church. Finally, the Archbishop ordered 

a new church be built on the old site. The old school building next to the church was renovated 

and used for Masses until the new church was finished. By June 1,1903, the plans were completed 

for a church 52’ wide with a transept 64’ wide and 113’ long. A bid of $16,510 was accepted to 

build the church. The congregation was to do the hauling for the foundation & church building 

materials. On July 6, 1903, work on the foundation began. Also, at this time contrary to the 

Archbishop’s orders (Archbishop Moeller had replaced Archbishop Purcell and he did not enforce 

Purcell’s orders) Montezuma and Chickasaw people left to start their own parishes. This left St. 

Sebastian with 45 families. On August 30 the Cornerstone was laid by Archbishop Henry Moeller. 

By fall the church was under roof.  By September 1904 the church was finished and consecrated 



by Archbishop Henry Moeller. The consecration began at 9am and ended at 2pm with the 

confirmation of 25 children. In order for a church to be consecrated, it had to be debt free. The 

total cost was $30,295 including a debt of $3315 on the burned church. This was quite a burden 

for the 45 families to pay for this church. The candles and crosses under the Way of the Cross 

Stations are a sign of a consecrated church.  St. Sebastian is one of the few consecrated churches 

in the Archdiocese. 
 


